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Groundwater Pumpers Advisory Committee 

Meeting Agenda 

 

Meeting Date:  September 17, 2018 

 

Time:   8:30AM 

 

Place:  Chico State University Farm, 311 Nicholas C. Shouten Lane, Room A009 & 

0010, Chico, CA 

 

Agenda Items 

 

1. Welcome – Chair Rice 

 

2. Roll Call – Chair Rice 

 

3. *Review and approval of the July 16, 2018 GPAC minutes  

 

4. Overview and discussion of the agenda (Paul Gosselin, DWRC) 

 

5. Update on statewide SGMA issues (Debbie Spangler, DWR) 

 

6. Update on the basin setting project of the Groundwater Sustainability Plans 

(Christina Buck, DWRC)  

 

7. *Update on the status of basin boundary modifications (Christina Buck, DWRC) 

 

8. Update on the status of governance (Paul Gosselin, DWRC) 

 

9. *Presentation and Discussion on the Review of the Basin Management Objective 

Program (Chapter 33A) (Paul Gosselin, DWRC) 

 

10. *Update of other SGMA issues – Staff & GPAC 

 



 

11. Discussion of the future role of GPAC (Chair Rice) 

 

12. GPAC members wishing to address items not listed on the agenda.  (The GPAC 

is prohibited by state law from taking action on any item presented if it is not 

listed on the agenda) 

 

13. Public members wishing to address the Commission on items not listed on the 

agenda.  (The GPAC is prohibited by State law from taking action on any item 

presented if it is not listed on the agenda.  Comments will be limited to five 

minutes per person) 

 

14. Next meeting – October 15, 2018, 8:30AM, CSU Chico Farm. 

 

15. Adjournment 

 

*Materials attached 
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buttecounty.net/waterresourceconservation 

bcwater@buttecounty.net 

Butte County 

Groundwater Pumpers Advisory Committee 

Meeting Minutes 

July 16, 2018 

 

Time:   8:30AM 

Place:  Chico State University Farm, 311 Nicholas C. Shouten Lane, Room A009 & 

0010, Chico, CA 

 

Agenda Items 

 

1. Welcome – Chair Rice 

 

2. Roll Call  

Members Present: Rice, Heringer, Mendes, Schooling, Daley, Lavy (@9:30) 

Members Absent: Cole, Sohnrey 

 

3. Review and approval of the June 18, 2018 and June 25, 2018 GPAC minutes  

MOTION by Heringer, seconded by Schooling.  Passed 5-0 

 

4. Overview and discussion of the agenda  

Paul Gosselin provided an overview of the agenda. 

 

5. Update on statewide SGMA issues  

Debbie Spangler and Pat Vellines, DWR NRO, gave a summary of statewide 

SGMA implementation. 

 

6. Update on the basin setting project of the Groundwater Sustainability Plans 

Christina Buck announced that the Department is working with other GSAs 

to complete the process to contract with a consultant to assist with the 

basin setting project. Deborah Lucero addressed the GPAC. 

 

7. Presentation and possible recommendation to the Board of Supervisors 

regarding the basin boundary modification proposal, as amended, prepared by 

the Districts (WCWD, BWD, BWGWD and RID)  
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Christina Buck presented the proposed basin boundary modifications for 

the Vina, East Butte and West Butte subbasins.  The proposed modification 

includes placing M&T Ranch in the new Butte Basin.  Grace Marvin, Danny 

Robinson, Bruce Smith, Deborah Lucero and Paul Behr addressed the 

GPAC. 

MOTION by Daly, seconded by Mendes to recommend that the Board of 

Supervisors support the basin boundary modification.  Passed 5-0. 

 

8. Update on the status of regional basin boundary modifications  

Christina Buck provided a summary of other basin boundary modifications.   

 

9. Update on the status of governance  

Paul Gosselin informed the GPAC that the Vina JPA is being drafted. There 

will be a public meeting on August 15th in Durham on the Vina basin 

boundary modification and governance structure.  On July 24th a public 

meeting will be held on the Wyandotte Creek governance proposal.  Paul 

Behr addressed the GPAC. 

 

10. Update of other SGMA issues  

None. 

 

11. GPAC members wishing to address items not listed on the agenda.  (The GPAC 

is prohibited by state law from taking action on any item presented if it is not 

listed on the agenda). 

None. 

 

12. Public members wishing to address the Commission on items not listed on the 

agenda.  (The GPAC is prohibited by State law from taking action on any item 

presented if it is not listed on the agenda.  Comments will be limited to five 

minutes per person) 

None. 

 

13. Next meeting  

August 20, 2018, 8:30AM, CSU Chico Farm. 

 

14. Adjournment 
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buttecounty.net/waterresourceconservation 
bcwater@buttecounty.net 

STAFF REPORT 

DATE:  August 27, 2018 

TO:  Butte County Water Commission 

FROM: Kelly Peterson, Water Resources Scientist 
Department of Water and Resource Conservation 

RE: Recommendations of the Water Commission Ad-hoc Subcommittee regarding the Basin 
Management Objective (BMO) Program 

The Butte County BMO program has entered its fourteenth year.  The BMO program has become an important 
cornerstone of our water resource management efforts to date. It was a required element of a Groundwater 
Management Strategy (AB3030 / SB1938) and integrated regional water management plans until recently with 
the passage of the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) of 2014 and the associated Groundwater 
Sustainability Plans (GSPs) which are now intended to fulfill those roles. In order to assure that the intent of the 
BMO program continues to be met in the interim while GSPs are being developed, without creating duplicative 
work now that the Department is implementing SGMA county-wide, a review of the program is necessary. On 
June 6, 2018, the Water Commission appointed Water Commissioners D.C. Jones, Tod Kimmelshue, David 
Skinner and Ernie Washington to an ad-hoc Subcommittee charged with reviewing and evaluating the BMO 
program.  The Subcommittee has met twice since formation, once on June 29, 2018 and again on August 17, 
2018.  

The review of the BMO program has identified many successes of the program over the years as well as areas 
that warrant improvement during this transition to sustainable groundwater management under SGMA. The 
establishment of BMO criteria and comprehensive monitoring and reporting, and outreach to stakeholders are 
among the strengths of the BMO program.  However, the subcommittee felt that a clear need to transition this 
program into a more efficient, relevant and streamlined program while in place and to propose an expiration date 
of Jan. 30, 2022 for Chapter 33A in light of new SGMA requirements. On this date, the BMO program with the 
currently proposed revisions would expire and the fundamental components of the monitoring described in 
Chapter 33A would transition into a monitoring program more relevant to SGMA as described in the GSPs, 
required under SGMA for all subbasins in Butte County. Development of three GSPs relevant to the subbasin in 
Butte County are currently underway and have a deadline for submittal to DWR by Jan. 30, 2022.  The revised 
BMO program will be used foundationally in the development of a new monitoring program more adept at meeting 
the legal requirements of SGMA and will phase out when the GSPs are submitted to the Department of Water 
Resources (DWR) by January 30, 2022. 
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As the BMO program moves forward temporarily before becoming enveloped into the new monitoring program as 
will be described in the GSPs, it should be based on what has worked so far -- scientifically credible BMOs, a 
strong monitoring program, clear reporting of data, sound evaluation of data and education and outreach to 
stakeholders. However, the subcommittee felt that the BMO program has been hampered by unrealistic 
expectations of stakeholder responsibilities and excessive irrelevant reporting requirements.  To achieve these 
goals, a number of changes to the ordinance will be necessary as recommended by the committee.  Addressing 
these recommendations will assure that the BMO program serves a strong relevant purpose while transitioning 
into the next phase of sustainable groundwater management within Butte County.  

 

The Origins of the BMO Program  

In January 2002, the Water Commission made a recommendation to the Board of Supervisors to investigate the 
concept of utilizing BMOs as a potential program for managing the groundwater basin.  The BMO concept was 
based on a DWR, Northern District proposal and built from a similar program enacted in Glenn County.  The Board 
accepted the recommendation and directed the Department to proceed with the development of BMOs for the 
basin area of the county.  The Department drafted and publically circulated a draft ordinance for consideration by 
the stakeholders and eventually by the Board.  After significant public comment and revisions, the Board approved 
the ordinance on February 10, 2004 and the BMO ordinance was codified as Chapter 33A of the Butte County 
Code.  The BMO program became a component of the Butte County Groundwater Management Plan (2005). 

The original intent of BMOs was not to mitigate or provide third party impact protection as required through a 
Chapter 33 application.  The ordinance included specific findings of the Board to articulate its intent: 

 Protection of the groundwater resource for beneficial use within the County is of major concern to the 
residents of the County for the protection of their health, welfare and safety.   

 The beneficial use and maintenance of groundwater and protection of recharge zones is of critical 
importance to the economy and environment of the County. 

 BMOs are intended to ensure the continued sustainability of groundwater quantity and quality within the 
County. 

 It intends to protect groundwater quality and prevent land subsidence. 
 It does not hereby intend to regulate, outside of Chapter 33, the use of groundwater; unless established 

BMOs are exceeded. 
 BMOs are essential for information gathering and management purposes that the County maintains a 

monitoring program addressing groundwater elevations, groundwater quality standards and subsidence 
criteria. 

 Through the enactment of BMOs, the County does not intend to limit other means of managing 
groundwater within the County as authorized elsewhere in statute or ordinance. 

 The County intends to work cooperatively with local entities and the general public to further develop and 
implement joint groundwater management plans. 

 

Upon enactment of the ordinance, the department began taking steps to implement the program such as 
producing guidelines for developing BMOs for each of the subinventory units (SIU).  The SIUs are based on the 
Inventory and Subinventory units defined in the Butte County Water Resources Inventory and Analysis report 
(2005).  The first BMOs were adopted in June of 2006.  Since then, the Department in cooperation with the Water 



Advisory Committee, Technical Advisory Committee and stakeholders have collectively refined and modified 
some aspects of the BMO program.    

In 2008, the Department launched the BMO Information Center (BMOIC) which is a publically accessible database 
of key BMO wells and other data within the Counties of Butte, Colusa, Glenn and Tehama Counties.  The BMOIC 
allows stakeholders to access groundwater data and prepare reports.   

In 2009, the TAC prepared a report and recommendations to streamline the BMO program.  The TAC 
recommended updating and streamlining data collection, utilizing a standardized methodology for setting BMOs, 
improved communication between the WAC and the TAC and utilizing BMO data as part of the Drought Task 
Force evaluation.  Limited resources from the County are available for managing the BMO program; therefore, 
program efficiency is essential. 

In 2011, the Water Commission made recommendations to the Board of Supervisors to further streamline and 
clarify roles within the BMO program by consolidating SIUs, removing formal approval of BMOs by the WAC, 
incorporating the BMO and Alert Stage criteria into the Ordinance, removing the WAC/stakeholders from 
overseeing the monitoring program, clarifying the non-voting roles of SIU representatives and that at-large WAC 
members, amending the frequency of WAC meetings and modifying the process to reflect that staff prepares the 
BMOs in consultation with the SIU representative as well as other items.  

 

A Review of the BMO Program 

Water Advisory Committee (WAC) and Public Participation - Public participation is at the heart of the BMO 
program and a source of its greatest strength and weakness.  The goal of the Ordinance in regards to 
stakeholders, especially those appointed to the WAC, is for full public participation as a liaison with the Department 
and the respective stakeholders within their respective SIUs with minimal support from the department.  This 
model for public participation can only function if public volunteers fully participate.  However, the level of 
participation by stakeholders and the structure of the WAC have not met this goal. 

The WAC includes SIU representatives as well as representatives from watershed groups and other at-large 
members for a total of 28 representatives.  The WAC was intended to be the primary public venue for BMO issues, 
however, the WAC has not adequately functioned as the outreach mechanism it was envisioned to be.  Since 
2006, most WAC meetings failed to have a quorum.  And those that did, had a quorum by the slimmest of margins.  
Finding candidates to fill WAC positions has been difficult or impossible and some positions have been vacant for 
close to two years. A majority of the members typically miss most meetings.  In fairness, there are a small number 
of WAC members that have consistently participated in the creation of BMOs, outreach to stakeholders and have 
attended most WAC meetings.  The WAC has played an important role as a forum for stakeholders to receive 
data and share anecdotal information however the information is not reported regularly and can at times be non-
relevant to the evaluation of monitoring results.  

A significant amount of resources and effort have taken place to make the ordinance function as intended.  
However, the program has reverted to a more traditional structure of having the staff administer the program with 
minimal input from stakeholders.  The repeated attempts to make this process function have been unproductive 
for both the Department and stakeholders.   



The envisioned new role of the WAC/SIU representatives includes their transition into one of the Stakeholder 
Advisory Committees or Technical Working Groups that are being developed as part of the governance structures 
in the subbasins in which they reside.  These committees / groups will function to develop the monitoring 
components as described in the GSP which will be aimed at establishing the monitoring objectives, sustainable 
criteria, thresholds and project and actions which will provide the tools to sustainably manage groundwater 
throughout the subbasin in Butte County.  

Sub-inventory Units - The BMO program established Inventory and Sub-inventory units based on the 
units defined in the Water Inventory and Analysis report (2005).  The SIUs would no longer be valid 
structures given the dissolution of the WAC and also in light of the new structures provided for under 
SGMA regarding subbasins and Management Areas. For example, GSPs are now required for each 
subbasin under SGMA by January 30, 2022. Management Areas are planning areas within subbasins 
that have common land use practices for which a GSP may identify different minimum thresholds, 
measurable objectives, monitoring, and projects and actions based on unique local conditions or other 
circumstances. GSPs may be organized such that each Management Area functions as a chapter of the 
GSP. Removal of terminology regarding SIU’s throughout the ordinance will not only reduce the reporting 
requirements for each SIU while this Ordinance is in place, but it will also strengthen the program to 
support ongoing efforts to meet the legal requirements of SGMA.   
 
BMOs – BMOs are intended to reflect measurements that demonstrate acceptable local groundwater conditions. 
When measured groundwater conditions do not meet established BMOs, the program adopted a set of BMO Alert 
Stages that reflect unacceptable groundwater conditions. The adoption of the standardization methodology by 
Butte County has resulted in two acceptable methods.  The concept of setting BMOs and Alert Stages has proven 
to be a valuable construct.  For clarity and transparency, the BMO criteria should be part of the ordinance while it 
is in place during transition to more robust and SGMA-relevant sustainable criteria which will be described in the 
GSPs currently being developed. GSPs will include components describing measurable objectives, sustainable 
criteria, minimum thresholds, monitoring and projects and actions for each of the undesirable results identified in 
SGMA. Once GSPs are implemented they will describe criteria similar to BMOs and Alert Stages, however they 
will be more robust, comprehensive and enforceable.  
 

Monitoring - The BMO program utilizes a comprehensive monitoring network that includes domestic, irrigation 
and municipal supply wells that began under Chapter 33.  The network also includes dedicated monitoring wells, 
of which many have continuous recorders.   The department, in consultation with the TAC and stakeholders have 
continued to evaluate the existing BMO monitoring network to consider adding new wells as resources allow. 
Under these recommendations, the monitoring of groundwater conditions will continue status quo until the 
ordinance expires at which point monitoring will continue under the provisions of Chapter 33 and through 
applicable GSPs.  

BMO Report - The BMO annual report has increased in volume and complexity while becoming less useful to 
stakeholders over the years.  Typically the development of the Annual Groundwater Status Report which includes 
16 individual BMO reports ranging from two to 23 pages in length, is completed by the Department with input from 
some SIU representatives, if available. This report is presented to the Board each February pursuant to Chapter 
33. Unfortunately, a considerable amount of time and effort is expended by staff to develop this report including 
the individual SIU reports. This document can be streamlined while the Ordinance is in place by focusing on the 
specific BMOs and BMO monitoring data per subbasin as related to DWR’s Bulletin 118 and SGMA instead of the 
individual SIUs. After the expiration of the ordinance, the GSP will fulfill the goals and objectives of an annual 



report on groundwater conditions as required by Chapter 33.  Such an approach will allow for a more efficient and 
relevant display of data.   

Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) - The TAC, established by Chapter 33, plays an important role in the 
BMO program.  The role of the TAC should be to evaluate BMO monitoring data and information provided by the 
Department and provide recommendations to the Department and Water Commission as appropriate.    

Outreach - One of more important successes of the BMO program is the factual, scientific information provided 
to stakeholders.  The BMO program established a foundation for dialogue between the Department, SIU 
representatives and stakeholders. A number of SIU representatives have not actively participated in the BMO 
program.  This includes not providing feedback to the Department on the preparation of their BMO, not conducting 
any outreach to local stakeholders or providing input to the Department regarding the groundwater conditions in 
their respective SIUs.  Beginning in 2009, the TAC has requested a single page survey to be completed bi-
annually by SIU representatives on conditions in their SIUs.  This reporting mechanism has been underutilized in 
most years since 2009 (i.e. 1 of 23 returned in 2018) which means that the TAC does not receive a comprehensive 
picture on conditions that they would desire to evaluate BMO data.   

Outreach will continue to be provided while the Ordinance is effective through a variety of methods already 
occurring including numerous public meetings where data is presented and discussed. These venues include but 
are not limited to TAC meetings, Water Commission meetings and Board of Supervisors meetings. Monitoring 
data, associated evaluations and reports are also provided on the Department’s website and addressed in monthly 
newsletter articles when available.  Once the governance structures are in place for the subbasins within Butte 
County, many other opportunities for public participation, outreach and input as required by SGMA will also be 
available at venues including but not limited to GSA Board meetings, Stakeholder Advisory Committee Meetings, 
and Technical Working Group Meetings.  

Response to BMOs - The response to BMO noncompliance currently includes increased outreach to 
stakeholders and potential investigations that could include additional data collection and monitoring. As was 
learned during the drought, providing stakeholders with factual information and analysis on groundwater 
conditions is a powerful tool in groundwater management.  

 

Summary of Recommendations from the Subcommittee: 

 Incorporate an expiration date for the ordinance of January 30, 2022 to align with the final deadline for 

submittal of GSPs to DWR under SGMA for subbasins in Butte County. 

 Continue monitoring status quo until expiration of the Ordinance (Chapter 33-A) on January 30, 2022. 

 Clarify the definition of “Aquifer” 

 Clarify the definition of “Commission” 

 Dissolve the WAC by removal of references to it’s structure, membership, operations, internal roles, and 

external interactions with TAC and the Department and rescinds WAC bylaws. 

 Clarify that the TAC no longer consults with the WAC on local conditions affecting monitoring results 



 Removes references to WAC members serving as subinventory unit representatives as the structure for 

public participation in the program  

 Removes references to subinventory units as land under which monitoring results are grouped for 

reporting purposes and which serve as a method to determine WAC membership   

 Clarifies units for water quality measurements  

 

Summary 

The BMO program has been a critical component of the County’s water management effort.  Over the past 
fourteen years the BMO program has made enormous progress in developing, analyzing, and disseminating 
factual information on local groundwater conditions.  These actions have been essential to making sound, 
informed, and locally driven water resource management decisions.  Without such data, analysis and outreach 
and water management decisions would not have contributed to the current level of understanding of groundwater 
conditions that we currently have which has provided for a mostly-seamless transition to the next phase of 
sustainable groundwater management under SGMA. The future success of the BMO program can be enhanced 
through the above recommendations that will help to improve public participation, program clarity, and efficiency 
until the ordinance expires and transitions into the foundation for the next phase of sustainable groundwater 
management under SGMA.  

 

Recommendation 

The Water Commission Subcommittee recommends that the Water Commission: 

1. Support the recommendations of the Subcommittee. 
2. Recommend to the Board of Supervisors that they adopt amendments to Chapter 33A and Water Advisory 

Committee By-laws consistent with the recommendations and upon completion and consideration of a 30 
day public comment period on the draft amendments. 

  

 



FLOOD-MAR: Advancing Integration for  
                           Water Management Sustainability

What is Flood-MAR?
“Flood-MAR” is an integrated and voluntary resource 
management strategy that uses flood water resulting from, 
or in anticipation of, rainfall or snowmelt for managed 
aquifer recharge (MAR) on agricultural lands and working 
landscapes, including but not limited to refuges, floodplains, 
and flood bypasses. Flood-MAR can be implemented 
at multiple scales, from individual landowners diverting 
flood water with existing infrastructure, to using extensive 
detention/recharge areas and modernizing flood management 
infrastructure/operations. As part of the System Reoperation 
Study, the California Department of Water Resources (DWR) 
developed a white paper to describe and promote Flood-MAR 
implementation (https://www.water.ca.gov/Programs/All-
Programs/System-Reoperation-Program).

Why is Flood-MAR Necessary?
The effects of climate change necessitate wholesale changes 
in how water is managed in California. In response, rehabilitat-
ing and modernizing water and flood infrastructure in California 
is imperative. California is now amid one of the driest winter 
seasons on record, which is on the heels of the 2nd wettest year 
on record. And before that, the driest four consecutive years 
of statewide precipitation in the historical record were 2012 
through 2015. These recurring periods of extreme dry and wet 
weather events, which are being intensified by climate change, 
are significantly stressing the state’s water resources. 

With less water storage from snowpack, California needs to 
leverage both the current water system and new opportuni-
ties to provide sustainable alternatives that can simultane-
ously accommodate longer and deeper droughts, and more 
severe and frequent episodic and seasonal flooding.  

Flood-MAR will become an important part of California’s 
portfolio of water resource management strategies, now 
and in the future, to significantly improve water resources 
sustainability and climate resiliency. 

Example areas of managed aquifer recharge (MAR)

C A L I F O R N I A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  W A T E R  R E S O U R C E S

For more information on related DWR programs,  
please refer to:
• System Reoperation Program:  

https://www.water.ca.gov/Programs/All-Programs/
System-Reoperation-Program

• Groundwater Management Program:  
https://www.water.ca.gov/Programs/Groundwater-
Management/SGMA-Groundwater-Management

• Flood Planning and Studies:  
https://www.water.ca.gov/Programs/Flood-
Management/Flood-Planning-and-Studies

athomas
Text Box
GPAC Agenda
    Item #10



What are the  
Benefits of Flood-MAR? 
Flood-MAR projects can provide broad benefits for 
Californians and the ecosystems of the state, and there is a 
clear State interest to participate in and encourage Flood-
MAR projects. Potential public benefits include:

•	Flood Risk Reduction.

•	Drought Preparedness.

•	Aquifer Replenishment.

•	Ecosystem Enhancement.

•	Subsidence Mitigation.

•	Water Quality Improvement. 

•	Working Landscape Preservation and Stewardship.

•	Climate Change Adaptation. 

•	Recreation and Aesthetics.

Private, or non-public, benefits include improved water 
supply reliability for urban and agricultural water uses 
through direct supply or improved system flexibility. 

What is Needed to Expand 
Flood-MAR Implementation?
Complex technical, legal, and institutional barriers and 
challenges affect the planning and implementation of Flood-
MAR projects. Barriers and challenges can be organized by 
the following themes: 

•	Cooperation and Governance.

•	Policy.

•	Legal, including water rights and regulatory.

•	 Implementation, including land use, recharge, recovery, 
conveyance, reservoir operations, economics, environmental 
considerations, and data and capacity building.

Overcoming these barriers and challenges requires open 
dialogue, strong leadership, robust partnerships, and 
innovative research and pilot projects. Partnerships, among 
DWR; other State, federal, tribal, regional, and local entities; 
and university and private researchers, are actively exploring 
ways to overcome these barriers and challenges, and to 
determine how flood and groundwater management can be 
co-managed to their mutual benefit.  

Contingent on available funding, DWR will initiate a Flood-MAR 
program and, in partnership, implement a Research and Data 
Development Framework (R&D Framework, discussion draft to be 
released in March 2018) to develop information and expertise 
needed to expand Flood-MAR implementation. DWR is devel-
oping a communication strategy to exchange Flood-MAR ideas, 
practices, and lessons learned. Additionally, DWR will encourage 
practitioners to design Flood-MAR projects by providing plan-
ning, technical, and facilitation assistance, while supporting 
robust implementation of pilot projects in the near-term.  

There is strong, and growing, interest across the state in 
understanding the benefits, limitations, concerns, costs, and 
funding opportunities for Flood-MAR projects. DWR plans 
to work with other State, federal, tribal, and local entities; 
academia; and landowners to build on the knowledge and 
lessons from past and on-going studies and programs; 
pursue expanded implementation of Flood-MAR; and make 
Flood-MAR an integral part of California’s water portfolio.  

F L O O D - M A R :  A D V A N C I N G  I N T E G R A T I O N  F O R  W A T E R  M A N A G E M E N T  S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y

FloodMAR will bring many key benefits to Californians



 
Butte County Department of Water and Resource Conservation 
Attn: GPAC 
308 Nelson Ave. 
Oroville, CA 95965 

 
July 19, 2018 

Honorable Supervisors,  
 
I am writing to express my interest in serving as the Environmental at-large 
representative on Butte County’s recently formed Groundwater Pumpers Advisory 
Committee.  
 
I grew up in Butte County, part of a community understands the value and 
importance of water.  Water supports this region. We depend on water for our 
communities, our thriving agricultural economy, and the abundant natural resources 
that surround us. I earned my Bachelor's Degree in General Biology from CSU 
Chico where I gained a deep understanding of the dependence on water that exits 
in every ecosystem. Our local wildlife, wild habitat, and even our surface water 
supplies are reliant on a healthy groundwater aquifer.   
 
In California, decades of over pumping and recent droughts have demonstrated the 
very real consequences we face when groundwater supplies are depleted. Dry 
wells leave entire communities dependent on water brought in from other areas. 
Trees die as groundwater levels fall beyond the reach of even the deepest roots, 
and farmers and ranchers struggle to adjust when water deliveries are cut in dry 
years. Communities across the state have an opportunity to plan for a sustainable 
future for water in California. I want to help the many voices of groundwater users in 
our region be heard, and contribute to a plan that fits with our communities’ values 
and priorities through a collaborative and public process. 
 
As the Executive Director for the Butte Environmental Council (BEC) I feel that I am 
uniquely qualified to represent the Environmental Community and to advise the 
Board as we implement the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA). A 
non-profit organization committed to environmental protection for more than 40 
years, BEC has gained a reputation as a leader in Butte County. BEC is a voice for 
the community, shaped by the concerns and passions of more than 600 voting 
members. In annual surveys our members identify water as a top priority. BEC has 
been involved in the SGMA process from the beginning, and we will continue to 
participate as Butte County plans for the future of water in our region. In June of 
2018 Butte County signed a resolution identifying BEC as a partner in the SGMA 
implementation and planning process, as well as a representative for the 
environment. I hope you will consider me as the Environmental at-large 
representative for Butte County’s Groundwater Pumpers Advisory Committee. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Natalie Carter 
Executive Director, Butte Environmental Council 
313 Walnut Street, Suite 140, Chico, CA 95928 
natalie.carter@becnet.org - (530) 891-6424 
 

mailto:natalie.carter@becnet.org
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