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Groundwater Pumpers Advisory Committee 

Meeting Agenda 

 

Meeting Date:  July 16, 2018 

 

Time:   8:30AM 

 

Place:  Chico State University Farm, 311 Nicholas C. Shouten Lane, Room A009 & 

0010, Chico, CA 

 

Agenda Items 

 

1. Welcome – Chair Rice 

 

2. Roll Call – Chair Rice 

 

3. *Review and approval of the June 18, 2018 and June 25, 2018 GPAC minutes  

 

4. Overview and discussion of the agenda (Paul Gosselin, Water and Resource 

Conservation) 

 

5. Update on statewide SGMA issues (Debbie Spangler, DWR) 

 

6. Update on the basin setting project of the Groundwater Sustainability Plans 

(Christina Buck, Water and Resource Conservation)  

 

7. *Presentation and possible recommendation to the Board of Supervisors 

regarding the basin boundary modification proposal, as amended, prepared by 

the Districts (WCWD, BWD, BWGWD and RID) (Christina Buck, Water and 

Resource Conservation) 

 

8. Update on the status of regional basin boundary modifications (Christina Buck, 

Water and Resource Conservation) 

 



9. Update on the status of governance (Paul Gosselin, Water and Resource 

Conservation) 

 

10. *Update of other SGMA issues – Staff & GPAC 

 

11. GPAC members wishing to address items not listed on the agenda.  (The GPAC 

is prohibited by state law from taking action on any item presented if it is not 

listed on the agenda). 

 

12. Public members wishing to address the Commission on items not listed on the 

agenda.  (The GPAC is prohibited by State law from taking action on any item 

presented if it is not listed on the agenda.  Comments will be limited to five 

minutes per person) 

 

13. Next meeting – August 20, 2018, 8:30AM, CSU Chico Farm. 

 

14. Adjournment 

 

*Materials attached 
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Butte County 

Groundwater Pumpers Advisory Committee 

Meeting Minutes 

June 18, 2018 

 

Time:   8:30AM 

Place:  Chico State University Farm, 311 Nicholas C. Shouten Lane, Room A009 & 

0010, Chico, CA 

 

Agenda  

 

1. Welcome – Chair Rice 

 

2. Roll Call  

Members Present: Rice, Heringer, Mendes, Sohnrey, Schooling, Cole, Daley 

Members Absent: Lavy 

 

3. Review and approval of the May 21, 2018 GPAC minutes  

MOTION by Heringer, seconded by Sohnrey.  Passed 7-0. 

 

4. Overview and discussion of the agenda  

Paul Gosselin provided an overview of the agenda 

 

5. Update on Statewide SGMA Issues  

Bill Ehorn, DWR, gave a summary of statewide SGMA implementation 

issues. 

 

6. Update on the Groundwater Sustainability Grant  

Paul Gosselin informed the GPAC that the GSP grant agreement is 

expected to go the Board of Supervisors for approval on June 26th.  

 

7. Presentation and possible recommendation to the Board of Supervisors on 

governance  
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Paul Gosselin gave the status of the governance process in each of the 

four subbasins.  On May 22nd, the Board of Supervisors voted to support 

the drafting of the JPA for the Vina subbasin.   

 

8. Overview of the Tribal Outreach Program  

Kelly Peterson gave an overview of the Tribal outreach efforts.   

 

9. Presentation and discussion of the Local Technical Assistance Program  

Kelly Peterson gave an overview of DWR’s Local Technical Assistance 

Program.  The department was designated as the Point of Contact for the 

Vina and Wyandotte Creek subbasins on behalf of the other GSAs.  

Discussions with East Butte and West Butte GSAs on designating a Point 

of Contact have not occurred yet. 

 

10. Update of other SGMA issues  

Sean Early presented a basin boundary modification proposal drafted by 

the Richvale Irrigation District, Western Canal Water District, Butte Water 

District and the Biggs West Gridley Water District.  The GPAC requested 

that a special meeting be set for June 25th to consider making a 

recommendation to the Board of Supervisors on the proposal.   

 

11. GPAC members wishing to address items not listed on the agenda.  (The GPAC 

is prohibited by state law from taking action on any item presented if it is not 

listed on the agenda). 

None. 

 

12. Public members wishing to address the Commission on items not listed on the 

agenda.  (The GPAC is prohibited by State law from taking action on any item 

presented if it is not listed on the agenda.  Comments will be limited to five 

minutes per person) 

None 

 

13. Next meeting  

June 25, 2018, 8:30AM, TBD – Special meeting. 

July 16, 2018, 8:30AM, CSU Chico Farm – regular meeting 

 

14. Adjournment 
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****Special Meeting****  

Minutes 

June 25, 2018 

 

Time:   8:30AM 

Place:  Chico State University Farm, 311 Nicholas C. Shouten Lane, Room A009 & 010 

Agenda  

 

1. Welcome – Chair Rice 

 

2. Roll Call  

Members Present: Rice, Heringer, Mendes, Sohnrey, Schooling, Cole, 

Members Absent: Daley, Lavy 

 

3. Presentation and possible recommendation to the Board of Supervisors 

regarding the Basin Boundary Modification proposal prepared by the Districts 

(WCWD, BWD, BWGWD and RID)  

Paul Gosselin gave a summary of the basin boundary modification 

proposal prepared by the water districts.  The proposal would extend the 

Vina subbasin to the northern boundary of RD2106 and Western Canal 

Water District and combine the remaining portion of the East and West 

Butte subbasins.  Sean Early, Richvale Irrigation District, provided an 

overview of the proposal and distributed a document highlighting the pros 

and cons.  The proposal may be amended to include M&T Ranch.  

Anjanette Shadley, Amy Raymond and Jeff Carter addressed the GPAC. 

 

MOTION by Mendes and seconded by Schooling to recommend that the 

Board of Supervisors support the proposed basin boundary modification.  

Passed 5-0 (Heringer abstained). 

 

4. GPAC members wishing to address items not listed on the agenda.  (The GPAC 

is prohibited by state law from taking action on any item presented if it is not 

listed on the agenda). 

None 

 



5. Public members wishing to address the Commission on items not listed on the 

agenda.  (The GPAC is prohibited by State law from taking action on any item 

presented if it is not listed on the agenda.  Comments will be limited to five 

minutes per person) 

None 

 

6. Next meeting  

July 16, 2018, 8:30AM, CSU Chico Farm. 

 

7. Adjournment 



Proposed Butte Subbasin 

Advantages: 

1. Reduces Cost 

a. From 4 to 3 subbasins in Butte County 

b. Corresponding reduction in staff time and meetings for GSAs and interested 

stakeholders 

c. Allows grant funds to be spread over 3 subbasins, rather than 4 

d. New subbasin better aligns existing planning documents paid for by taxpayers and 

ratepayers that will be used in GSP development 

i. AB 3030 groundwater management plans 

ii. Ag water management plans 

iii. Existing groundwater monitoring efforts 

2. Reduces complexity 

a. Governance 

i. Currently, there may be 3 or 4 different governance approaches, e.g., joint 

powers agreement, memorandum of understanding, standing committee, etc.  

ii. Proposed Butte Subbasin allows for better uniformity of governance approach 

across all Butte County subbasins 

b. Groundwater Sustainability Plans (GSPs) 

i. Currently, Butte County, GSAs, stakeholders and public must prepare at least 

one GSP for each of the 4 subbasins (at least 4 GSPs).  

1. Potential for multiple GSPs in one subbasin that must then be 

coordinated through a “coordination agreement” 

ii. Proposed Butte Subbasin reduces number of GSPs to 3 and reduces likelihood of 

multiple GSPs in any one subbasin 

3. Promotes sustainable groundwater management and local control of groundwater resources 

a. Better aligns existing land use practices and water management efforts with subbasin 

boundaries 

b. Allows surface water districts to align in one subbasin; surface water supports direct and 

in lieu groundwater recharge and promotes conservation of groundwater resources 

c. GSAs in Butte Subbasin in better position to assist with sustainable groundwater 

management in adjacent subbasins, Vina and Wyandotte 

d. Helps keep Butte County water in Butte County 

e. Enhances local control – Butte Basin proposal is consistent (with one exception, 

discussed below) with modification proposals submitted by Tehama County, Butte 

County, Colusa County, Yuba County and Sutter County and supported by dozens of 

GSAs 

 

Disadvantages: 
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1. Butte Basin proposal is late in the process – DWR deadline recently extended to July 31, 2018 

2. May affect ongoing governance discussions in the currently configured Vina Subbasin 

3. Minor modification to proposal put forth by Butte County in that it moves County’s proposed 

southerly Vina Subbasin line further south 

The Butte Subbasin Proposal does not…. 

1. Exempt the GSAs and groundwater users within the Butte Subbasin from the requirements of 

SGMA.   

a. The Butte Subbasin will be subject to and must comply with SGMA’s mandates. 

2. Implicate, interfere with, or undermine Butte County’s Groundwater Ordinance, known as 

Measure G, located at Chapter 33 of the Butte County Code.   

a. The Butte County portions of the Butte Subbasin will continue to be subject to Chapter 

33, including the limitations on out-of-County groundwater substitution water transfers. 

b. The portions of the Butte Subbasin in Glenn and Colusa Counties will continue to be 

subject to those counties’ rules regarding groundwater substitution water transfers. 

3. Result in splitting off from joint efforts with the County on groundwater planning.   

a. GSAs in the Butte Subbasin include water districts, reclamation districts, counties and 

cities.  These parties will jointly comply with and implement SGMA with input from 

interested stakeholders and the public.   

4. Result in state intervention into groundwater matters by the California Department of Water 

Resources or the State Water Resources Control Board. 

a. The Butte Subbasin enhances local control of groundwater resources and helps avoid 

intervention by the State of California 

5. Impact or diminish existing rights to groundwater.  

a. The Butte Subbasin will not alter, diminish or affect existing rights to groundwater, 

including rights for irrigation of agriculture and domestic wells. 
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