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Chief’s Message 
 
 
It’s my pleasure to share with you the 2019 Annual Report 
for the CAL FIRE Butte Unit, Butte County Fire Department 
and the Cities of Biggs & Gridley and the Town of Paradise 
Fire Departments.  I believe that you’ll find the annual    
report informative and useful.  Statewide, 2019 offered a 
bit of relief for California and our firefighters.   While the  
number of fires remained above average, there were far 
fewer large destructive fires that have been the recent  
normal.  Locally, 2019 was a year of recovery as our Butte 
County communities began the long road of recovering 
from Camp Fire. 
 

November 8, 2018 is a day that lives with each of us both 
personally and professionally.  The Camp Fire ultimately 
burned 153,336 acres and was California’s most destructive 
and deadly fire, claiming the lives of 85 civilians and  
destroying 18,804 structures as it burned under extreme  
conditions through the communities of Concow, Yankee Hill, Town of Paradise, Magalia and Butte Creek 
Canyon.  There are countless stories of heroism that day; firefighters who risked their own lives to save the 
lives of others and to protect critical infrastructure. 
 

I’m extremely proud of our firefighters and chief officers as they provide a high level of professionalism and 
leadership each day during their duties.  CAL FIRE Butte County responded to an average of 43 emergencies 
per day ranging from fires, structural, vehicle and wildland; medical emergencies of all types; traffic  
collisions where patients may require extrication from their vehicles; technical rescues where our  
firefighters must enter confined spaces, collapsed trenches, rapppel over the side of a cliff to rescue victims,   
enter static or dynamic waterways to rescue victims; and, hazardous material incidents where firefighters 
are called upon to mitigate a wide array of chemical substances many of which are harmful or fatal if       
inhaled. 
 

In 2019, California experienced a moderate year for wildland fires across the state and locally.  This afforded 
our firefighters the opportunity to rebound a bit from the extreme demands of the past several years, and to 
shift gears somewhat and focus on training, emergency preparedness, and fuel reduction throughout the 
communities we serve. 
 

As we enter a new decade, I am honored to lead the men and women of CAL FIRE Butte County in 2020.    
Our firefighters, career and volunteer are well trained, experienced and dedicated and it shows through 

their work each day. 

  

    David Hawks 

    Fire Chief 
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Butte County Cooperative Fire Protection 
 Butte County benefits from an integrated, cooperative, regional fire protection system. The      
system is strong and cost effective due to the organizational elements provided by the State (CAL FIRE 
Butte Unit), Butte County, and partner communities (Cities of Biggs & Gridley and Town of Paradise). 
The five agencies are efficiently administered and operated together as one    department. 

 After action reports following many large, devastating wildland fire recommend an integrated 
fire protection model like the one we employ here in Butte County. We are proud of the support         
provided by all of our elected and appointed officials that support our integrated fire protection model. 
The citizens of Butte County are the beneficiaries of this type of support. 

 CAL FIRE has been a major component of the Butte County Fire Department since the                 
cooperative fire protection agreement with CAL FIRE began in 1931. We operate 22 career-staffed fire 
stations and 16 volunteer fire stations that serve the 1,609 square miles of unincorporated communities 
in Butte County and the Cities of Biggs, Gridley and the Town of Paradise. From these stations we       
provide full-service fire protection, pre-hospital basic life support emergency medical services, tech-
nical rescue services and response to hazardous materials incidents. Butte County Fire Department 
maintains automatic-aid emergency response agreements with all fire protection agencies within and 
adjacent to the county. CAL FIRE Butte Unit also protects 97 square miles of southeastern Tehama 
County. 

 In 2019, the Butte County Fire Department responded to 15,691 incidents.  The fire department     
continually tracks these statistics and looks for ways to improve skills, training, services and response 
capabilities.  

Department Overview 
The services provided by Butte County Cooperative Fire Protection include: 
 

 Critical fire suppression services and emergency medical care  
 Technical teams, including technical and heavy rescue, water rescue      

and hazardous materials (Haz-Mat) response 

 Mutual aid response to neighboring jurisdictions 
 Fire Investigation 

 Fire Prevention and Public Education 

 Fire Marshal/Protection Planning 

 Forest Resource Management  

 Personnel Profile  
 
 Uniformed Personnel (Summer) - 338 
 Uniformed Personnel (Winter)  - 240 
 On-Duty Strength (Summer)  - 107 
 Department Chiefs  - 19 
 Civilian Personnel  - 16 
 County Volunteers  - 151 

Butte County Profile 

 Population: 224,000 (2010 Census estimate) 
 Service Area: 1,677 square miles 
 Local Wildland Fire Responsibility: 335,105 ac. 
 State Wildland Fire Responsibility: 593,657 ac. 
 Federal Wildland Fire Responsibility: 163,313 ac. 
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Mission, Vision & Values 
 

Mission Statement 
 

It is the mission of the Butte County Cooperative Fire Agencies to provide professional services 
to protect lives, property, and environment to those residing, working or traveling with in the  
unincorporated areas of Butte County and Cities of Biggs, Gridley and the Town of  
Paradise. 

 
Vision Statement 

 
We, the Butte County and Cities of Biggs, Gridley and Paradise Fire Departments, will provide 
public safety and emergency services to the citizens and visitors of Butte County as part of a  
dynamic and cooperative regional response team. Our members, both career and volunteer,  
ill treat each other with respect and integrity. The fire department is focused in its Values and is 
committed to creating a Team workforce reflective of the communities it serves with  
comprehensive training, policies and procedures that guide us to be our best for one another,  
for our Department, and for the citizens of Butte County. 
 

Core Values 
 

It is the responsibility of each member to support the mission and vision by subscribing to the 
following values: 
 
Effective Communications – We are respectful, honest and openly communicate with our 
leader, our peers, our Department and the local governments and customers we serve. 
 
Cooperation to All - We work together as a “Team”.  We build and maintain strong  
relationships within our Department and with our cooperators. 
 
Professional Coordination – We train, prepare, problem solve, research and develop new 
methodologies to enhance our response capabilities as a Department and those of our public 
safety partners.  We work with federal, state, local and private cooperators in pre-fire work, 
providing leadership in fire protection and resource management to help reduce the risk to our 
customers and communities. 
 
Commitment to Serve – We lead by example in our professional and personal lives.  We are 
committed to serve ourselves and the public with integrity and professionalism.  We encourage 
and develop a strong work force to enhance the department’s ability to serve. 
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Significant Events 
 

The Butte County Fire Department responded to several significant incidents during 

2019. These incidents validated the successful use of fire equipment and training. They 

also provided an opportunity to  discuss the challenges and determine if any additional 

training or equipment was needed to allow the department to provide the best response 

possible to future events.   

 
 The Falls Incident was on January 15, 2019.  A pair of hikers reported being trapped 

on a ledge 200 feet below the Overlook at Feather Falls Trail.  After 6 hours in a heavy 
rain storm that went into the early morning, both hikers were safely rescued.  

 
 The Meridian Fire (SRA) started on May 1, 2019, - the fire started two miles east of 

Munjar Rd off Meridian Rd and burned 50 Acres. 
 
 The Forbestown Fire (SRA) started on September 6, 2019, - the fire started near        

Jernigan Way and Quality Lane and burned 58 acres.  

 The Swedes Fire (SRA) started on September 7, 2019,- the fire started near Chinese 

Wall Road burned and 498 acres.  

 The Highway Fire (LRA) started on September 28, 2019, - the fire started near Hwy 

149 and Hwy 99 in the Durham area and burned 300 acres 

 The Nelson Fire (LRA) started October 24, 2019, - the fire started near Nelson Rd and 

Darnell Dr in Richvale and burned 80 acres. 

 The Evans Fire (LRA) started on October 28, 2019, - off Evans Reimer Rd in Gridley 

and burned 50 acres.  

 

Total Acres Burned 

Total acres burned by jurisdiction. Fire may have spread into other responsibility areas, 

but is not apportioned in these totals. 

 State Responsibility Area (SRA)   1247 acres 

 Local Responsibility Area (LRA)     814 acres 



 

                                                                                                                 Page 7 

Department Equipment & Facilities 
 

 Butte County Cooperative Fire Protection operates facilities and equipment from five fire          
departments: CAL FIRE Butte Unit, Butte County Fire Department, Gridley Fire Department, Biggs Fire 
Department, and the Town of Paradise Fire Department. 
 

 1 Emergency Command Center 
 2 Mobile Equipment Shops 
 1 Air Attack Base 
 22 Fire Stations    
 29 Front Line Fire Engines 

 4 Type I Hand Crews 

 2 Transport/bulldozers 
 1 Air Tactical Plane  
 1 Type III Air Tanker 
 1 Type II Haz-Mat Unit 

 1 Type II Technical Rescue Unit 

 1 Type I Water Rescue Unit 

 1 Aerial (110’) Ladder Truck 

 17 Volunteer Companies  
 17 Volunteer Fire Stations 
 22 Volunteer Fire Engines 
 14 Type I Water Tenders 
  7  Squads 
 1 Breathing Air Support Unit 
 1 Heavy Rescue 
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Department Organizational Chart 
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Butte County Volunteers 
 

 Volunteerism is in our roots as a nation. Today a vast majority, over one million, of the            
firefighters in the United States serve as volunteers. It is estimated that more than 25,000 fire              
departments are staffed with volunteers or a combination of volunteer and career firefighters.  
 
 In 1931, the Butte County Board of Supervisors contracted with CAL FIRE. This contract was a 
major step toward integrating independent Volunteer Fire Companies and career fire companies to 
work within a single fire department framework in Butte County.  This cooperative fire protection     
system includes the important augmentation by community based volunteer fire companies, as well as 
the inclusion of the Cities of Biggs and Gridley Fire Departments within Butte County under additional 
CAL FIRE contracts.   
 
 Together, they have developed an effective all-risk, full-service fire protection organization with 
a mission to protect the lives and property of residents/property owners and to protect local natural 
resources (environment) from fire and other disasters.  
 
 In 2019 there were 176 volunteer firefighters throughout Butte County. 

www.joinbcfd.org 

Company 12 (Stirling City) 
Company 21 (Cohasset) 
Company 10/24 (Butte Meadows/Forest 
Ranch) 
Company 25 (Butte Valley) 
Company 26 (Butte Creek Canyon) 
Company 33 (Upper Ridge) 
Company 37 (Yankee Hill) 
Company 42 (Chico Metro) 
 

Company 45 (Durham) 
Company 52 (Feather Falls) 
Company 55 (Bangor) 
Company 61 (Berry Creek)  
Company 64 (Kelly Ridge) 
Company 67 (Cherokee) 
Company 71 (Richvale) 
Company 74 (Gridley) 
Company 81 (Paradise) 

Current Volunteer Companies  
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       Butte Fire Center - 2019 Annual Report 
       Garrett Sjolund, CALFIRE Division Chief 

        Brandon Joanis, CCC District Director 

 

Fuel Reduction/Work Project Hours 

45,490 

Fire Crew Training 

 

 8 Academies were conducted (16 weeks) 

 118 Fire Crew Members entered the course  

 83% or 98 Fire Crew Members completed training 

Fire Hours 
 

BFC 1:  7986 
 

BFC 2:  9325 
 

BFC 3:  4738 
 

Total: 27,193 
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Chico Air Attack Base 
 

Flight hours: 
 

Air Attack 210 - 184 hours 
Tanker 93 - 182 hours 

 
Total flight hours : 366 hours 

 
Retardant Delivery: 

 
Total retardant pumped: 404,430 gallons     

20-year average: 542,132 gallons 
 

Total retardant costs: $1.1  million 
    Cost per gallon: $2.67 

 

Emergency Command Center  

Call Type Stats Total 

Admin Phone Calls taken 34,436 

911 Phone Calls 9,984 

Coordinated Medical Helicopter 
Flights  

713 

Fire Wildland 2,074 

Total Events Created in CAD 15,691 
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Rope Rescue 17 

Static Water 19 

Dynamic Water 29 

Illegal chemical dumps (non drug waste) 6 

 Fuel spill/leak 5 

Drug lab waste sites 1 

Oils/Pesticides/ or other liquid 4 

Other/unclassified Industrial release 5 

Hazardous  Material Response 

Technical Rescue 

 
In December 2019, the Swift Water component of the Technical Rescue 
Team was certified as a Type I Swift Water/Flood Water Rescue Team 
by Cal OES resource typing system. This certification makes Butte 
County/CALFIRE's team the 14th team in California and available for  
nationwide response, if the need arises. Congratulations to the entire 
Swift Water Rescue Team and thank you for your hard work,  
commitment and dedication.  
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Training & Safety Bureau  

 

Academies  

Firefighter I (5 days) 3 

Firefighter I (3 days) 1 

Joint Apprenticeship Committee  

JAC Employees 59 

JAC Test (semi annual 5– 15 personnel) 2 

JAC Training Hours  9,769 

Emergency Medical Services Training  

CPR 11 

EMT Continuing Education classes 8 

Igel 4 

Public Safety First Aid 1 

EMT Recertification 5 

Volunteer Firefighter Classes  

Haz Mat First Responder Operations 1 

Volunteer Academy (200 hours) 1 

Health and Safety Meetings 4 

Peer Support Contacts 1,379 

Classes Delivered 67 

Training Hours  37,787 

CAL FIRE Classes  

Emergency Incident Awareness  2 

S-270 Basic Air Operations 1 

S-234 Heavy Equipment Boss 1 

Butte County Fire Classes   

CISM Peer Support 1 

Multi-Company Drills  15 

PG&E Safety Classes 4 

Wildland Fire Awareness 3 

Advanced Auto Extrication 1 

State Fire Training Classes   

Vehicle Extrication 1  1 

Vehicle Extrication 2  1 

LARRO 1 

Rope Rescue Technician  1 

Rescue Systems 1 1 

Instructor 1 1 

Fire Fighter Survival 1 

River and Flood Rescue 1 

Chief Fire Officer 1 

Company Officer 1 

Respiratory Protection  
Fit Testing 

Personnel 
Hours 

500 personnel 100 hours 

Ladder Testing  

180 ladders 132 hours 
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Fire Prevention Bureau 

Fact Sheet 

Call Center Activations Days Calls 

Swedes Fire 1 1,010 

Defensible Space Inspections Count 
Inspections By Fire Stations  1398 

Forestry Aid Inspectors 2852 

4291 Violations  830 

4291 Citation Issued 25 

LE 38 Hazard Inspections 51 

Public Education & Information  Count 

Education Programs 717 

Residents Reached 78,000 

Media Releases/Fact Sheets  56 

Volunteers in Prevention 28 

Social Media Postings 802 

Law Enforcement Count 
Arson Arrests 3 

Arrests for Other Crimes 4 

Citations Issued 64 

Warrants Authorized 4 

Vehicles Stored/Impounded 1 

Assists to other LE Agency 12 

Detail Investigations 142 

Criminal Subpoenas Received 67 
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Fire Marshal and Fire Protection Planning 

 

Reviews & Inspections Count 

Admin Permits 10 

Parade/Festival Permits 8 

Use Permits 5 

Minor Use Permits 7 

Lot Line Determinations 3 

Lot Line Corrections 2 

Lot Line Adjustments 22 

Parcel Merger                 8 

Tentative Sub Division Map  2 

Map Extensions                             2 

Reviews & Inspections Count 

Pre Development Review 6 

Residential Plan Review 788 

Commercial Plan Review 131 

Tentative Parcel Maps 9 

Tentative Subdivision Maps 2 

Final Inspection—Residential 284 

Final Inspections—Commercial 104 

General Plan Amendments 4 

Land Conservation Agreements            19 

Title 19 Inspections 82 

Exemptions Received 758 

Open THPs 41 

Active THPs 16 

Completion Report Inspections 6 

Stocking Report Inspections 6 

Pre-Harvest Inspections 1 

Active Inspections 232 

Inactive Inspections 166 

Post-harvest Inspections 364 

Maintenance Inspections 10 

Resource Management & Fuels Reduction 
Forest Practice Enforcement 

Fuel Reduction Activities Treated Acres 
Personnel  

Hours 
Equipment  

Hours 

Fuel Breaks 

 

* Forsbestown Ridge Fuel Break 
431 3,279 2,697 

Fuel Reduction 79 1,248 901 

Right Of Way Clearance 80 269 487 

Broadcast Burning 440 197 79 

Total 1,030 4,993 4,164 

* The Forbestown Ridge Fuel Break  identified as one of Governor's 35 projects in Executive Order N-5-95. The 
600 foot wide project runs from Swedes Flat Rd, through Fire Camp Rd, crossing Forbestown Rd going through 
the community of Hurleton and over Stringtown Mountain stopping at the South Fork of the Feather River 
treating 315 acres. Eight communities will benefit from the fuel reduction completed in this project.  
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CALFIRE Butte County Fire Command Center provides a variety of services to Butte  
County residents. In 2019 the ECC dispatched or managed 15,691 incidents.   

Definitions and Notes: 
 
Dispatched Agencies: All agencies that are dispatched by the CAL FIRE / Butte County Fire             
Department Oroville Emergency Command Center 
 
First Due Station: The jurisdictional agency station ’s area where the incident occurred based on the 
Computer Aided Dispatch Dynamic Routing. 

 

Agencies  Incident Types 
 · CABIG - City of Biggs Fire Department · MED - Medical 
 · CABTC - Butte County Fire Department (New ID) · MEDF—Medical Flight 
 · CABUT - Butte County Fire Department (Former ID) · MEDA - Medical Code 2 
 · CABTU - CAL FIRE Butte Unit · T/C - Traffic Collision 
 · CACDF - CAL FIRE (Out Of Unit Activity) · HAZ-CON - Hazardous  
  · CACHI - City of Chico Fire Department    Condition 
 · CAEMD - El Medio Fire Protection District · P/A - Public Assist 
 · CAGRD - City of Gridley Fire Department · OTH - Other / Miscellaneous 
 · CALNF - United States Forest Service Lassen National Forest · ECC -Emergency Command 
  · CAMAY - Marysville Fire Department   Center Specific Incidents 
 · CAMRT - Mooretown Rancheria Fire Department · HAZ-MAT - Hazardous Materials 
 · CAORO - City of Oroville Fire Department · RESCUE - Technical Rescue 
 · CAPNF - United States Forest Service Plumas National Forest · VEG - Vegetation Fire 
 · CAPRA - Town of Paradise Fire Department · STR - Structure Fire 
 · CASTC - Sutter County Fire Department · VEH - Vehicle Fire 
 · CATCR - Tehama County Fire Department · OTH FIRE - Other Fire Types not 
  · CAXPU - Plumas County Unprotected Area   categorized above 
     · F/A - False Alarm (Fire) 
 Stations 

 
 11 - CAL FIRE Butte Meadows    54 - CAL FIRE Robinson Mill     
 13 - CAL FIRE Stirling City    55 - Butte County Fire Bangor  
 22 - CAL FIRE Cohasset     62 - CAL FIRE Harts Mill  
 23 - CAL FIRE Forest Ranch     63 - CAL FIRE Oroville 
 33 - Butte County Fire Upper Ridge  64 - Butte County Fire Kelly Ridge   
 35 - CAL FIRE Paradise  71 - Butte County Fire Richvale  
 36 - CAL FIRE Jarbo Gap   72 - Butte County Fire Palermo 
 41 - Butte County Fire Nord     73 - Butte County Fire/City of Biggs 
 42 - Butte County Fire North Chico     74 - Butte County Fire/City of Gridley 
 44 - Butte County Fire South Chico     81 - Paradise Birch Street 
 45 - Butte County Fire Durham    82 - Paradise South Libby Rd 
 51 - CAL FIRE Feather Falls    ECC - CAL FIRE Emergency Command Center 

Emergency Response Statistics 
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Emergency Response Statistics 
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Emergency Response Statistics 
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Emergency Response Statistics 
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Emergency Response Statistics 

JURISDICTIONAL AGENCY ACTIVITY BY TYPE  

 MED T/C 
HAZ-

COND 
P/A OTH ECC 

HAZ-
MAT 

RES-
CUE 

VEG STR VEH 
OTH 
FIRE 

F/A MEDA 
MED 
FSS 

TOTAL 

CABIG 111 2 2 31 3 0 0 0 0 2 0 1 5 15 0 172 

CABTC 5,600 700 266 779 207 1 12 53 66 80 53 43 387 1,260 1 9,508 

CABTU 0 0 2 1 230 41 0 0 106 2 6 46 287 0 1 722 

CACDF 3 9 0 1 1 3 0 2 5 2 2 0 0 0 711 739 

CACHI 741 147 49 98 23 2 1 3 53 87 17 20 106 13 0 1,360 

CAEMD 16 3 1 0 2 1 0 0 7 10 1 0 2 0 0 43 

CAGRD 584 36 10 96 13 0 0 1 3 7 4 5 52 114 0 925 

CALNF 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 

CAORO 699 33 3 68 25 23 5 2 30 21 3 5 52 8 0 977 

CAPNF 0 0 0 0 3 1 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 

CAPRA 342 49 82 66 74 0 0 1 3 2 3 8 89 73 0 792 

CASTC 7 7 2 1 0 12 0 0 8 10 1 1 2 0 0 51 

CATCR 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 

CATGU 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

CAXPU 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

TOTAL 8,103 991 417 1,141 581 84 18 62 284 223 90 129 983 1,483 713 15,302 
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Emergency Response Statistics 
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Emergency Response Statistics 
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Proudly serving the County of Butte, Cities of Gridley & Biggs and the Town of Paradise 

END OF REPORT 


