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I.

Introduction:

The Butte County Planning Commission is holding a Public Workshop for the consideration of the
proposed Draft Butte Creek Canyon Overlay Zone Ordinance and Overlay Map. The purpose of this
Public Workshop is to introduce the draft Ordinance and Map to the Planning Commission and public
and to answer questions and receive comment and direction. The public is encouraged to attend
and provide comment, either written or orally at the Planning Commission Workshop. Further
direction from the Planning Commission will be incorporated into a final draft ordinance and a Public
Hearing will be scheduled at the Planning Commission for further consideration and action, prior to
review by the Board of Supervisors.
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II.

Agenda for Public Workshop
A. Development Services Staff Presentation (~10 minutes)
B. Planning Commission Question and Answer Period (~10 minutes)
C. Public Comment (~45 minutes)
1. Butte Creek Canyon Overlay Committee Presentation (~10 minutes)
2. General Public Comment (~30 minutes)
D. Planning Commission Discussion and Direction (~10 minutes)

III.

Background

The Butte Creek Canyon Overlay Zone would apply a new overlay designation to the General Plan’s
Land Use Map and Zoning Map. New text is proposed for both the General Plan and Zoning
Ordinance that will identify the overlay, explain its purpose and implement the overlay zone. The
Overlay was developed under direction of General Plan Conservation and Open Space Element
Action Item COS‐A6.2:
COS‐A6.2
Work with Butte Creek Canyon residents and local groups toward adopting a planning
strategy for a Butte Creek Canyon overlay. The purpose of the planning strategy is to
facilitate the protection and preservation of the historical and ecological foundation of
Butte Creek Canyon, including the survival of salmon, steelhead and other sensitive plants
and animals such as the East Tehama Deer Herd, preservation of historical sites and
ecological preserves, and the optimum balance of recreation and residential use.
This Action Program supports the stated General Plan goal to conserve and enhance habitat for
protected species and sensitive biological communities (Genera Plan Goal COS‐7).
The General Plan’s Conservation and Open Space Element further indicates that:
“Butte County was historically one of the centers of wild salmon and steelhead, and
the multitude of species dependent upon them, in the State of California. Oroville Dam
ended the massive salmonid runs on the Feather River. Butte Creek and Big Chico
Creek are the only undammed tributaries left in Butte County that support wild strains
of endangered spring‐run Chinook salmon and steelhead. Little Butte Creek and Dry
Creek also support runs of critically designated steelhead. Although recovery efforts
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have boosted the population over the last 15 years, recent runs have declined
significantly. Most measures show an average count of wild Butte Creek spring‐run
Chinook salmon of nearly 10,000 fish per year from 1998 to 2008. However, in 2009
only 2,561 fish returned to Butte Creek and a handful to Big Chico Creek. Nevertheless,
Butte Creek supports the largest run of wild, naturally spawned, spring‐run Chinook
salmon in California. Protecting these last strongholds for these species is critical to
our society. (General Plan Conservation and Open Space Element Pages 239‐240)”
F

Butte Creek Canyon
Under the General Plan’s direction, Development Services staff held numerous meetings with a local
community group representing the Butte Creek Canyon area, the Butte Creek Canyon Overlay
Committee. This Committee also held several public meetings, which included an October 5, 2013
presentation on the General Plan, Zoning Ordinance and Overlay Zones from Development Services
Principal Planner Dan Breedon. Since this time, a working draft Butte Creek Canyon Overlay Zone
ordinance was developed in coordination with the Committee.
The Butte Creek Canyon Overlay’s purposes is to preserve and protect the uniquely valuable qualities
of Butte Creek Canyon which is a significant natural resource of Butte County. The stated purpose
of the overlay is to facilitate the protection and preservation of the historical and ecological
foundation of Butte Creek Canyon, including the survival of endangered wild salmon, steelhead, and
other sensitive plants and animals such as the East Tehama Deer herd, the preservation of historical
sites and ecological preserves, and the optimum balance of recreation and residential use.
The General Plan will include text explaining the purpose of the new overlay and directing
implementation of the overlay through the Zoning Ordinance. The Butte County Zoning Map will
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also be amended to include the new overlay zone. The General Plan and Zoning Ordinance
Amendments proposed under the Butte Creek Canyon Overlay apply to the unincorporated portion
of Butte County more particularly described by the Overlay Map and covering the majority of the
Butte Creek Canyon Watershed and ridgeline areas (see also narrative description of the overlay
boundary below). The Zoning Ordinance will be amended to include a new ordinance section
entitled “Butte Creek Canyon Overlay Zone”, with major sections and subsections devoted to the
following:
A. Purpose
B. Applicability
C. Land Use and Development Standards
1. Public hearings and Noticing
2. Hillside Development Standards
a. Slope
b. Vegetation Removal
3. Clustered Development
4. Butte Creek Canyon Ridgeline Development
5. Historic, Cultural, and Archeological Sites
6. Heavy Equipment and Construction Yards
7. Watershed Protection
a. Land Use Regulations
b. Maximum Impervious Surface
c. Vegetative Buffers
d. Septic System Regulations
e. Erosion Control
D. Coordination with Other Regulatory Agencies
Public Outreach
In addition to the outreach described in the previous section related to meetings held by the Butte
Creek Canyon Overlay Committee and Butte County Department of Development Services staff, staff
performed the following specific additional outreach concerning this proposal:
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 October 5, 2013 presentation to the Butte Creek Canyon community on the General Plan,
Zoning Ordinance and Overlay Zones from Development Services Principal Planner Dan
Breedon.
 Direct Mail to over 1,000 property owners within the overlay boundaries informing owners
of the June 30, 2016 Public Workshop and availability of the draft ordinance and map online
and at the Development Services offices, 7 County Center Drive, Oroville
 Publication of display ads in the Chico Enterprise Record and the Paradise Post concerning
the Public Workshop
 News release concerning the Public Workshop to all major local papers and news
organizations
 Direct email through Development Services Constant Contact list of interested parties
 General Plan Updates to the Board of Supervisors during public hearings.
 KPAY Radio Interview regarding public workshop (June 14, 2016)
 Creation of the following Web Page devoted to the Butte Creek Canyon Overlay:
http://www.buttecounty.net/dds/Planning/NotableProjects/ButteCreekCanyonOverlay.aspx

CEQA Review
In accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), staff will prepare an EIR
Addendum to address this project’s environmental impacts. The proposed amendments to the
General Plan and Zoning Ordinance do not meet the criteria for preparing a subsequent EIR or
Negative Declaration. An addendum is appropriate here because none of the conditions calling for
preparation of a subsequent EIR or negative declaration are proposed by this project. The EIR
Addendum shall be presented to the Planning Commission and Butte County Board of Supervisors
future public hearings when the project is ready to be considered for approval.

IV.

Project Description

The Butte Creek Canyon Overlay General Description
The Butte Creek Canyon Overlay Zone occupies a 23,581‐acre portion of the Butte Creek watershed
(about 15 percent of the watershed’s overall size). A similar Overlay Zone, the Watershed Protection
Overlay Zone, occupies a smaller portion of the Butte Creek watershed in Magalia, and is intended
“to maintain and improve water quality by establishing additional development standards within
sensitive watershed areas.” While the Watershed Protection Overlay Zone in Magalia focuses on
the protection of the watershed that feeds into Paradise and Magalia Reservoirs, the Butte Creek
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Canyon Overlay Zone focuses on the protection of Butte Creek, Little Butte Creek, their watersheds,
and the Butte Creek Canyon area.
An overlay zone “lays over” the existing zoning on a property and further influences land uses and
regulations. The existing “base” zoning and all uses and regulations remain in place, unchanged.
However, the Zoning Ordinance (under Section 24‐33) indicates that whenever a requirement of an
overlay zone conflicts with a requirement of the underlying base zone, the overlay zone
requirements shall control.
Description of the Overlay Boundary (refer to Attachment A)
The Butte Creek Canyon Overlay Zone’s boundary generally follows the Butte Creek Canyon’s “rim”
made up of ridgelines that define the edges of the canyon area. The following general description
follows a counter‐clockwise path beginning at the intersection of Skyway and Honey Run Road. From
this point the boundary follows the Skyway in a southeasterly direction, then trending northeasterly
along the Skyway to the town limits of the Town of Paradise and the upper reaches of Little Butte
Creek at an approximate 2,175 ft. elevation. From this point it trends southward along the Paradise
Pines Subdivision, then westward to Nimshew Road. The boundary trends north along Nimshew,
Humbug Roads, and Doe Mill Roads, crossing Butte Creek on Doe Mill Road at an approximate 2,075
ft. elevation. The boundary then trends southward generally following Doe Mill Road, Wishing Well
Road, Chase Drive, and Siwini Road, then west along Summer Place Road, reconnecting with Doe
Mill Road. The boundary follows property lines along this northwestern boundary, until it reaches
Honey Run Road and the Skyway.
New Regulations Proposed by the Butte Creek Canyon Overlay
The Butte Creek Canyon Overlay Zone Ordinance would implement a number of new regulatory
requirements within the effective limits of the Overlay Zone. The purpose of the planning strategy
under the Butte Creek Canyon Overlay as identified under Conservation and Open Space Action COS‐
A6.2 is to facilitate the protection and preservation of the historical and ecological foundation of
Butte Creek Canyon, including the survival of salmon, steelhead and other sensitive plants and
animals such as the East Tehama Deer Herd, preservation of historical sites and ecological preserves,
and the optimum balance of recreation and residential use. All of the requirements set forth below
have been developed in support of this stated purpose. The following provides an overview of each
new major regulation, and a staff discussion. The overview should be read while referencing the
Draft Ordinance’s Land Use and Development Standards section (Attachment A)
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Public Hearings and Noticing: This section requires that in addition to the normal noticing
requirements for public hearings, a public notice shall also be emailed to all interested parties
through a list maintained by the Department of Development Services.
Staff Discussion: The Butte Creek Canyon Overlay Committee related to staff that noticing of public
hearings regarding discretionary land use projects, while meeting the legal minimum standard, has
not always been adequate enough to reach Butte Creek Canyon residents who may be directly and
indirectly impacted by any given project. Development Services maintains a computer application,
Constant Contact, which allows the Department to readily create email lists and to send emails to
interested individuals regarding public hearings. This application also provides a simple way for
members of the public to join the email list. This provides an effective way to maintain contact with
interested community members.
Hillside Development Standards
Slope: This section indicates that development in areas with a slope of greater than 15 percent
would not be allowed unless there is no alternative location.
Staff Discussion: This requirement would exclude development on slopes greater than 15 percent
in recognition of the severe erosion hazard potential that makes up most of the Butte Creek Canyon
watershed as identified by General Plan Conservation and Open Space Element Figure HS‐1. When
it can be demonstrated that the parcel cannot accommodate development on a slope of less than
or equal to 15 percent the development would be allowed.
Vegetation Removal: Vegetation removal outside of a development area would be prohibited
except to comply with defensible space requirements under the Fire Safe Regulations, the removal
of timber under a less than three acre conversion exemption approved by CAL‐Fire, and for the
removal of hazard trees under an exemption approved by CAL‐Fire.
Staff Discussion: Vegetation removal loosens soil structure and increases erosion and sediment
loading in creeks. This requirement helps to promote the retention of soil as well as maintains
habitat for area wildlife.
Clustered Development: This section would prohibit clustered development as allowed under
Article 18 of the Zoning Ordinance. Clustered development allows developers to cluster homes on
smaller parcels, provided that the overall number of parcels allowed under the applicable zone is
not exceeded. Clustered development provisions also allow a density incentive for projects that
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provide dedicated open space of 50 percent or more of the project’s size. This allows from 15 to 25
percent more home sites depending upon the amount of open space dedicated.
Staff Discussion: The Butte Creek Canyon Overlay Committee requests that clustered development
be prohibited in the Overlay Zone. The Butte Creek Canyon Overlay Committee indicates that much
of the canyon is undevelopable due to the presence of steep slopes and that the allowance of
clustered development puts additional development pressure in areas that should not be intensively
developed as would be the case in a clustered development project. They also maintain that
clustering encourages development on properties that would not ordinarily be suitable to develop
in a conventional manner. Clustered development also has the potential to be inconsistent with the
area’s 20 and 40 acre Deer Herd Migration Overlay zone. Permitting clustered development within
the Deer Herd Migration Overlay Zone through the California Department of Fish and Wildlife would
require costly studies and potential mitigation, and positive outcomes cannot be guaranteed.
Butte Creek Canyon Ridgeline Development Standards
The Butte Creek Canyon Overlay Zone Ordinance includes new standards for the regulation of
development near ridgelines within the Butte Creek Canyon Overlay Zone. The specific ridgelines
where these regulations are applied are identified on the Overlay Zone Map. The purpose of these
regulations are to preserve views of designated ridgelines. This is accomplished by requiring a
setback of 100 to 150 feet depending upon structural height, for all buildings, walls, and fences (see
illustration below).

Canyon Ridgeline Setback Illustration
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Example of Ridgeline Development
(Discouraged under the proposed Overlay Ordinance)
All structures would be reviewed for compliance with the proposed setback during building permit
and discretionary land use permit reviews. Certain existing subdivisions located along canyon
ridgelines have been excluded from these requirements under the draft ordinance because they
have already been developed.
Staff Discussion: The development of ridgeline development limitations is supported by the General
Plan. Specifically Conservation and Open Space Element Goal COS‐17 indicates that the County will
maintain and enhance the quality of Butte County’s scenic and visual resources. The Butte Creek
Canyon area is identified under General Plan Figure COS‐7, as a significant scenic resource. The
General Plan further provides the following policies and action program concerning ridgeline
development:
Conservation and Opens Space Element Policy COS‐P17.1
Views of Butte County’s scenic resources, including water features, unique geologic
features and wildlife habitat areas, shall be maintained.
Conservation and Open Space Element Policy COS‐P17.2
Ridgeline development near scenic resources shall be limited via the adoption of specific
development guidelines in order to minimize visual impacts.
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Conservation and Open Space Element Action COS‐A17.1
Adopt development guidelines that mitigate the impacts of ridgeline development near
scenic resources.
Butte Creek Canyon is also used by many Butte County residents for recreational pursuits such as
rafting, bicycling, site seeing, hiking, fishing and others. The protection of views and aesthetic
qualities of the Butte Creek Canyon area upholds the purpose of the planning strategy, set forth
under COS‐A6.2, to facilitate the optimum balance of recreational and residential uses.
Historic, Cultural, and Archeological Sites: This section would require the Development Services
Department to consult with the California Historical Resources Information System (Northeast
Information Center) at CSU Chico regarding any building permit issuance or discretionary approval
for five recognized sites located within the Butte Creek Canyon Overlay Zone, and directs that future
development abutting these sites shall not substantially degrade the existing visual character or
quality of the site or its surroundings.
Staff Discussion: The Butte Creek Canyon area contains sensitive historic, cultural, and archeological
sites. The five sites identified by the Butte Creek Canyon Overlay Committee are considered as
especially critical to protect. While the Department of Development Services reviews discretionary
land use applications for impacts to historic, cultural, and archeological sites, this requirement would
also pertain to ministerial building permit reviews for development at the sites and future
discretionary approvals for properties abutting the identified sites.
Heavy Equipment and Construction Yards: This section limits the keeping of heavy equipment
(vehicles having an un‐laden weight of 10,000 lbs., or more) to two pieces per parcel in the FR
(Foothill Residential) and RR (Rural Residential) Zones. This limitation does not apply to vehicles
used for on‐site maintenance, on‐site agricultural activities, or recreational vehicles. This section
also requires construction yards in these zones to be setback 100 feet from major roads and walled
or fenced in accordance with the Zoning Ordinance.
Staff Discussion: The Butte Creek Canyon area contains residential zoning and residential
development. The limitations on heavy equipment and construction yards will help to balance the
needs for rural land uses and practices against the need to protect the quiet residential settings of
the Butte Creek Canyon area. This new section would provide additional limitations for the FR
(Foothill Residential), and RR (Rural Residential) zones as these zones currently allow heavy
equipment storage without any limitation (Butte County Code Section Table 24‐156‐1 Permitted
Accessory Uses and Structures).
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Other sections of the Zoning Ordinance set forth similar limitations for heavy equipment storage in
the VLDR (Very Low Density Residential), VLDCR (Very Low Density Country Residential), RCR (Rural
Country Residential), and FCR (Foothill Country Residential) zones (Sections 24‐173.1 and 24‐173.2).
This new section would not apply to any VLDR, VLDCR, RCR or FCR zone located in the Butte Creek
Canyon Overlay zone, as these zones set forth further regulations regarding heavy equipment
storage that were developed specifically for these zones. At this time, no VLDR, RCR or FCR zones
are located within the Overlay. However, The Bluffs at Spanish Gardens subdivision along the
Skyway is zoned VLDCR and will continue to be regulated under the applicable Heavy Equipment
Storage section of the Zoning Ordinance (Section 24‐173.1).

Watershed Protection Standards
Land Use Regulations: This section limits zoning amendments that would allow for the creation of
additional parcels exceeding those amounts allowed under the Zoning Map adopted by the Board
of Supervisors on November 6, 2012, the adoption date of the comprehensive update to the Zoning
Map and Ordinance. The Butte Creek Canyon Overlay Committee indicates that the November 6,
2012 Zoning Map is reflective of community desires as expressed during the General Plan 2030
process and should therefore be upheld by the Butte Creek Canyon Overlay. This section includes a
caveat that the Board of Supervisors, in exercising its legislative police powers, may amend this
section of the ordinance in the future to consider zoning map amendments that would allow for the
creation of additional parcels.
Staff Discussion: The Butte County General Plan 2030 process concluded in 2010 with the adoption
of a new General Plan for Butte County. This comprehensive process included many community
meetings including meetings focused on the Butte Creek Canyon community and area. These
meetings took place at a community meeting on June 16, 2007, and at an April 13, 2010 Board of
Supervisors meeting. Additionally, a meeting on the Zoning Map for the Butte Creek Canyon area
was held by the Planning Commission on August 19, 2010. Much discussion at these meetings
revolved around maintaining the Migratory Deer Herd Range by implementing the appropriate
winter (20 acre minimum parcel size) and critical winter (40 acre minimum parcel size) parcel size
limitations. The current zoning map accurately reflects the adopted Migratory Deer Herd Overlay,
and is a reflection of the input and direction received during the General Plan and Zoning Ordinance
Update process.
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Maximum Impervious Surface: This section sets forth standards regarding maximum amounts of
impervious surfaces (i.e., those surfaces that are 100 percent impermeable to water percolation).
For parcels 1‐acre in size or greater impervious surface amounts are limited to 15 percent of the
parcel’s total size up to a maximum of 1.5 acres, whichever is less. For parcels less than 1‐acre in
size a table is provided in the ordinance for maximum allowable impervious surface amounts for
various sizes of parcels.
Staff Discussion: The applicable impervious surface standards were adapted from impervious
surface standards adopted for the North Chico Specific Plan area. This standard is also supported by
the Butte County General Plan Water Resources Element under Policy W‐P1.4:
Water Resources Element Policy W‐P1.4
Where appropriate, new development shall be Low Impact Development (LID) that
minimizes impervious area, minimizes runoff and pollution and incorporates best
management practices.
The use of LID techniques such as the minimization of impervious area reduces the potential for
downstream erosion and habitat degradation that is often associated with development and
urbanization. Typically, urbanization decreases the amount of pervious area (e.g. open space,
forests) in a watershed, while significantly increasing impervious area (e.g. building, roads). Pervious
areas act like a sponge and allow natural hydrologic processes (e.g. infiltration, storage, evaporation)
to take place. In contrast, impervious areas prevent these processes from occurring, or substantially
reduce the effects. The conversion of pervious area to impervious changes the natural flow on
individual development sites and in the watershed as a whole.
Figure 1. below is taken from a presentation on Low Impact Development provided by Timothy
Lawrence PhD, Center for Water and Land Use, UC Davis Extension to the Butte County Citizens
Advisory Committee during the Butte County General Plan 2030 process on August 7, 2007. This
graphically shows the relationship between watershed imperviousness and stream degradation.
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Figure 1.

Vegetative Buffers: This section sets forth vegetative buffers of 100 lineal feet from perennial and
intermittent rivers and streams, limiting certain development activities (structures, grading,
excavation, removal of trees, use of fertilizers and pesticides, sewage disposal, and paving) in the
buffer area. This requirement is an increase in the Riparian Buffer set forth under Article 16 of the
Zoning Ordinance. Article 16 (Riparian Areas) requires a 50 foot buffer area from intermittent rivers
and streams, whereas the applicable vegetative buffer requirement would be 100 feet. The
proposed Vegetative Buffer requirement would still be subject to the permitted and conditionally
permitted activities as set forth under Butte County Code Article 16. Riparian Areas.
Staff Discussion: Pursuant to Article 16. Riparian Areas:





Reduce risks to property owners and the public from erosion and flooding;
Protect and enhance the chemical, physical, and biological integrity of water resources in the
county;
Minimize pollutants entering water bodies from urban stormwater runoff; and
Preserve riparian vegetation and protect wildlife habitat and wildlife corridors along natural
drainage ways.
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The standards set forth under the new Vegetative Buffer section continue to implement Article 16
in support of these benefits, but additionally extend the buffer by an additional 50 feet for a total of
100 feet:

This additional standard is in recognition of the fact that Butte Creek (along with Big Chico Creek)
are the only undammed tributary left in Butte County that supports wild strains of endangered
spring‐run Chinook salmon and steelhead. Little Butte Creek and Dry Creek also support runs of
critically designated steelhead. This requirement also is reflective of requirements set forth in the
existing Watershed Protection Overlay zone applicable to the Magalia area.
Septic System Setback Regulations: This section requires that leach fields, septic tanks, and
chemical toilets be setback an additional 100 feet from perennial and intermittent rivers and
streams. This means that the 100 foot setback required by the Vegetative Buffer requirement
discussed above will be increased to 200 feet total only for these facilities.
Staff Discussion: The standard is increased for septic systems and portable toilets in recognition of
the fact that these uses potentially pose a greater risk to water quality. This requirement also is
reflective of requirements set forth in the existing Watershed Protection Overlay zone applicable to
the Magalia area, although that overlay zone imposes only 50 additional feet of setback, whereas
the new overlay for the Butte Creek Canyon area imposes 100 feet of additional setback.
Erosion Control. This section sets forth requirements to submit an erosion control plan prior to the
issuance of a building permit. This would not apply to accessory uses and structures allowed under
the Zoning Ordinance. It also sets forth special measures concerning the surfacing of driveways to
minimize erosion, limiting soil disturbance during the rainy season (November 15 through April 1),
revegetation of cleared areas prior to December 1, and the limitation of site work to the permitted
development area.
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Staff Discussion: This requirement is similar to the requirement set forth under the existing
Watershed Protection Overlay Zone located in the Magalia area (Butte County Code Section 24‐46),
which is intended to maintain and improve water quality by establishing additional development
standards within sensitive watershed areas.
Coordination with Other Regulatory Agencies: This section sets forth requirements to coordinate
permit approval with State agencies prior to, concurrently with, or as a condition of, the approval of
any county permit for development within the Butte Creek Canyon Overlay.
Staff Discussion: This requirement reflects the requirement set forth under Article 16. Riparian
Areas, Section 24‐80. Because of the complexity of permitting requirements pertaining to streams,
riparian areas, associated fish and wildlife resources, and surrounding land uses, this section requires
coordination with State agencies to ensure information sharing and to minimize processing times.
V.

NEXT STEPS

After the completion of the Public Workshop staff will review comments and direction provided by
the Planning Commission and update the draft Butte Creek Canyon Overlay Zone. A public hearing
will be scheduled for further consideration of the draft overlay by the Planning Commission and
recommendations to the Board of Supervisors.
ATTACHMENT

A. Butte Creek Canyon Overlay Zone Ordinance and Exhibit Map
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24‐34.1

Butte Creek Canyon Overlay Zone (WORKING DRAFT – June 6, 2016)

A. Purpose: The Butte Creek Canyon (‐BCC) Overlay Zone preserves and protects the uniquely
valuable qualities of Butte Creek Canyon which is a significant resource of Butte County.
The purpose of the –BCC Overlay Zone is to facilitate the protection and preservation of the
historical and ecological foundation of Butte Creek Canyon, including the survival of
endangered wild salmon, steelhead and other sensitive plants and animals such as the East
Tehama Deer herd, preservation of historical sites and ecological preserves, and the
optimum balance of recreation and residential use.
B. Applicability:
1. The –BCC Overlay Zone applies to the majority of the Butte Creek Canyon watershed
and community.
2. The –BCC Overlay Zone may be combined with any base zone within the Butte Creek
Canyon Watershed.
C. Land Use and Development Standards
1. Public Hearings and Noticing. When a public hearing is required in accordance with the
Butte County Zoning Ordinance, in addition to the requirements set forth under Article
36, Public Notice and Hearings, which requires notice of the hearing to be mailed to all
owners of real property within 300 feet of the exterior boundary of the parcel that is the
subject of the hearing. Public notice shall also be provided by email to all interested
parties through a list maintained by the Department of Development Services.
2. Hillside Development Standards.
a. Slope. Development in areas with a slope of greater than 15 percent shall be
permitted only when an alternative building site with a slope of 15 percent or less is
not available on the parcel.
b. Vegetation Removal. Removal of vegetation outside of a Development Area as
defined in Article 42 (Glossary) shall not be permitted, except under the following
circumstances:
i. Vegetation removal required to comply with defensible space
requirements set forth in Public Resources Code Section 4290 (Fire Safety
Regulations).
ii. Timber harvesting permitted under a “Less than Three‐acre Conversion
Exemption” approved by CAL‐FIRE. Such timber harvesting shall not be
conducted during the rainy season (November 15 to April 1).
iii. Removal of hazard trees within 150 feet of a structure permitted under
an exemption approved by CAL‐FIRE.
BUTTE CREEK CANYON OVERLAY ZONE
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3. Clustered Development. Clustered Development as allowed by Article 18, Clustered
Development, shall be prohibited within the –BCC Overlay Zone.
4. Butte Creek Canyon Ridgeline Development. The specific canyon ridgelines subject to
this section are shown on the –BCC Overlay Zone Exhibit. In order to preserve views of
designated canyon ridgelines development on or below canyon ridgelines shall comply
with the following minimum development standards:
a. Buildings less than 25 feet in height: A 100 foot building setback on either side of the
ridgeline is required from any downward facing slope that is greater than 15
percent.
b. Buildings equal to or greater than 25 feet in height: A 150 foot building setback on
either side of the ridgeline is required from any downward facing slope that is
greater than 15 percent.
c. Walls and fences pursuant to Article 13, Walls and Fences: A 100 foot building
setback on either side of the ridgeline is required from any downward facing slope
that is greater than 15 percent.
d. Parcels located in the Rocky Bluffs, Skansen, and The Bluffs’ at Spanish Gardens
subdivisions as shown in the official maps of record are excluded from the standards
set forth under this section.
5. Historic, Cultural, and Archeological Sites
a. Prior to any building permit issuance or discretionary approval at the following
recognized sites, the Department of Development Services shall consult with the
California Historical Resources Information System (Northeast Information Center)
at CSU Chico for recommendations and mitigations necessary to preserve historic,
cultural and archeological resources:
i. Nicholl Family Cemetery in Helltown
ii. Boneyard Flat in Helltown
iii. Centerville Schoolhouse
iv.
Centerville Cemetery
v.
Honey Run Covered Bridge
b. Future development proposed under discretionary approvals located on parcels
abutting recognized sites shall not substantially degrade the existing visual
character or quality of the site and its surroundings.
c. All future discovered archeological site (s) shall be protected in accordance with
this section.
BUTTE CREEK CANYON OVERLAY ZONE
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6. Heavy Equipment and Construction Yards.
a. The storage of heavy equipment such as graders, backhoes, bulldozers, containers,
excavators, and similar equipment, and heavy vehicles such as dump trucks, semi‐
tractor trailers, and similar vehicles having an un‐laden weight of 10,000 lbs. or more
shall be limited to two pieces per parcel in the FR (Foothill Residential) and RR (Rural
Residential) zones. This section does not apply to heavy equipment or vehicles used
primarily for on‐site maintenance and/or on‐site agricultural activities, or
recreational vehicles.
b. Construction yards in the FR (Foothill Residential) and RR (Rural Residential) zones
shall be setback 100 feet from major roads and walled or fenced off in accordance
with this section.
7. Watershed Protection
a. Land Use Regulations. Zoning amendments that propose to allow for the creation
of additional parcels (exceeding amounts allowed under the November 6, 2012
Zoning Map) shall not be allowed, unless the Board of Supervisors, through its police
powers, acts to amend this section of the Zoning Ordinance to allow such zoning
amendments.
b. Maximum Impervious Surface. Impervious surfaces are those surfaces that prevent
normal water infiltration and/or cause runoff to other areas, such as asphalt,
concrete, and structures (surfaces that are 100 percent impermeable to water
percolation). For new development within the –BCC Overlay Zone, impervious
surfaces shall be limited in accordance with the following standards:
i. Parcels one‐acre in size or greater. Impervious surface limited to 15
percent of the parcel’s total size up to a maximum of 1.5 acres,
whichever is less.
ii. Parcels less than one‐acre in size, see Table 24‐34.1‐1, below.
Table 24‐34.1‐1. Maximum Impervious Surface for Parcels Less than 1‐acre in Size
Parcel Size
Maximum Impervious Surface
> 1/2 acre ‐ < 1 acre
6,530 sq. ft.
> 1/3 acre ‐  1/2 acre

5,800 sq. ft.

> 1/4 acre ‐  1/3 acre

4,900 sq. ft.

> 5,000 sq. ft. ‐  1/4 acre

3,250 sq. ft.

BUTTE CREEK CANYON OVERLAY ZONE
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c. Vegetative Buffers. In addition to the requirements set forth under Article 16
(Riparian Areas), vegetative buffers shall be maintained on all sides of water bodies
as follows:
i. Perennial and intermittent rivers and streams: 100 lineal feet.
ii. For rivers and streams, minimum buffer distances shall be measured
from the annual average stream bank.
iii. All structures, grading, excavation, removal of trees, use of fertilizers and
pesticides, sewage disposal, and paving, excepting those uses set forth
under Section 24‐78 A. Permitted Activities, and Section 24‐78 B.
Conditionally Permitted Uses, are prohibited within buffer areas.
d. Septic System Regulations. Leach fields, septic tanks, and chemical toilets shall be
setback a minimum of 100 feet in addition to the required vegetative buffer under
Subsection 7.c. Vegetative Buffers.
e. Erosion Control.
a. An erosion and sediment control plan, pursuant to Butte County Code Section
13‐10, shall be approved by the County prior to issuance of a building permit and
subject to the following additional requirements and building standards:
i. Erosion and sediment control plans shall not be required for permitted
accessory uses and structures defined under Butte County Code Section
24‐156.
ii. The erosion and sediment control plan shall be developed by a
professional civil engineer registered by the State of California.
iii. The plan shall identify measures to prevent sediment and other pollutant
discharges from reaching watershed drainages and streams, and shall
address both interim (during construction) and final (post construction)
erosion control measures.
iv.
All driveways proposed for new home sites shall be surfaced with at least
two inches of Class 2 aggregate base, unless required by the County to be
developed to a higher standard.
v.
Soil disturbance shall not be conducted during the rainy season
(November 15 through April 1). The County may require financial security
to ensure that control measures are implemented and maintained.
vi.
All areas where land clearing has been completed between April 1 and
November 15 shall be re‐vegetated, hydroseeded, mulch protected, or
otherwise stabilized no later than December 1.
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vii.

Site work shall be limited to the permitted development area, and shall
preserve natural topography and vegetation at the site to the greatest
possible extent.

D. Coordination with Other Regulatory Agencies. All required permits from the
California Department of Fish and Wildlife, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the
California State Regional Water Quality Control Board, the Central Valley Flood
Protection Board, or other applicable agencies, including any permit required under an
approved Habitat Conservation Plan, shall be obtained prior to, concurrently with, or
as a condition of, the approval of any County permits for development within the ‐BCC
Overlay Zone. Evidence of approval or pending approval of any such permit shall be
submitted to the County, including all appropriate supporting materials,
environmental documentation, and studies.
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Butte Creek Canyon Planning Overlay Map - 3/16/2016
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