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RE: Response to the 2018-2019 Butte County Grand Jury Report
Dear Judge Mosbarger:

In accordance with Penal Code Sections 933 and 933.05, the Butte County Director of
Public Works submits the following response to the findings and recommendations of the
Grand Jury’s Final Report for FY 2018-2019 pertaining to the Department of Public Works.

On behalf of the Department of Public Works, | express my sincere appreciation to the
grand jurors for their professionalism and commitment of many hours of efforts to better
understand the intricacies of the County roadway maintenance system.

Public Works —
Findings:

FAli The 2008-2009 Grand Jury Recommendations to widen the shoulders and turnouts
along existing evacuation routes has not been funded.

Response: The respondent agrees with this finding.

Fo. Because there is only a single roadway in and out of communities such as
Cohasset, Concow, Berry Creek and others, it is critical to have evacuation routes free of
roadside vegetation.

Response: The respondent agrees with this finding.
Grand Jury Recommendations:

R2. “The Public Works Departments of Butte County and the Town of Paradise should
clear and maintain all flammable vegetation in fire prone areas adjacent to evacuation
roadways, prior to April 1, 2020.

Response: The recommendation will not be implemented because it is not
reasonable. Public Works anticipates within 5 years it will be able to make some
progress towards this recommendation. The Department does not have the resources
(staff, equipment and funding) to fully implement this recommendation.



Butte County has approximately 300 miles of roadways that are considered
“Evacuation Routes”. Using this mileage, and an estimate of 2 acres of County right
of way per centerline mile of roadway, the County has approximately 600 acres within
the high and very high fire danger areas. To perform the initial clearance of this
property will be very costly. In addition, long term maintenance of these areas will
require a significant investment of both mechanical and hand labor resources, as well
as a significant increase in the use of herbicides to attempt to keep roadways clear of
“all flammable vegetation”.

This level of resource commitment is not financially possible given the current Road
Fund budget constraints. We are utilizing Cal Fire Grants, available Public Works staff
time and inmate crews to work on the most critical areas first — with a 5-year goal of
reducing the amount of fuel on the most critical evacuation routes.

It should be noted that the County right of way typically only extends from 1-10 feet off
the existing edge of pavement. While this work within the right of way will help reduce
fuel loads, improving the overall safety of the evacuation routes will require reducing
the fuel load on the adjoining private property as well.

RO. The Butte County Board of Supervisors should enact roadside vegetation
clearance requirements that are enforceable throughout Butte County, prior to January 1,
2020.

Response: The recommendation is not within the jurisdiction of the Public
Works Department, therefore the Department cannot respond to this recommendation.

R10. The Butte County Office of Emergency Management should update the 2013 Butte
County Local Hazard Mitigation Plan, prior to January 1, 2020.

Response: The recommendation is not within the jurisdiction of the Public
Works Department, therefore the Department cannot respond to this recommendation.
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Director of Public Works
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