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5.15 PUBLIC SERVICES, PARKS, AND RECREATION 

This chapter describes the regulatory framework and existing conditions in the Plan Area related to public 

services, parks, and recreation, and the potential impacts of the project on public services, parks, and 

recreation. 
 

This chapter covers the following public services and facilities: 

▪ Fire Protection 

▪ Police 

▪ Schools 

▪ Libraries 

▪ Parks and Recreation Facilities 
 

The information provided in the Existing Conditions sections of this chapter was provided by the Butte 

County General Plan Setting and Trends document that was prepared in 2021 for General Plan 2040. 
 

5.15.1 FIRE PROTECTION SERVICES 

This section describes current conditions and potential impacts of the proposed General Plan 2040 with 

regard to fire protection services in Butte County. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 

Regulatory Framework 

State Regulations 

California Fire Code 

The 2019 California Fire Code (Title 24, Part 9 of the California Code of Regulations) establishes 

regulations to safeguard against hazards of fire, explosion, or dangerous conditions in new and existing 

buildings, structures, and premises. The Fire Code also establishes requirements intended to provide 

safety and assistance to firefighters and emergency responders during emergency operations. The 

provisions of the Fire Code apply to the construction, alteration, movement, enlargement, replacement, 

repair, equipment, use and occupancy, location, maintenance, removal, and demolition of every building 

or structure throughout the State of California. The Fire Code includes regulations regarding fire- 

resistance-rated construction, fire protection systems such as alarm and sprinkler systems, fire services 

features such as fire apparatus access roads, means of egress, fire safety during construction and 

demolition, and wildland-urban interface areas. 
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California Health and Safety Code 
 

Additional state fire regulations are set forth in Section 13000 et seq. of the California Health and Safety 

Code, which include regulations for building standards, fire protection and notification systems, fire 

protection devices such as extinguishers, smoke alarms, high-rise building and childcare facility standards, 

and fire suppression training. 
 

California Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
 

In accordance with the California Code of Regulations, Title 8, Sections 1270, Fire Prevention, and 6773, 

Fire Protection and Fire Fighting Equipment, the California Occupational Safety and Health Administration 

(Cal/OSHA) has established minimum standards for fire suppression and emergency medical services. The 

standards include, but are not limited to, guidelines on the handling of highly combustible materials; fire 

hose sizing requirements; restrictions on the use of compressed air; access roads; and the testing, 

maintenance, and use of all firefighting and emergency medical equipment. 
 

Local Regulations 
 

Butte County General Plan 2030 
 

The following policies are included in the existing General Plan regarding fire protection. The numbering is 

from the existing General Plan and therefore may not be consecutive. 
 

Circulation Element 

▪ Goal CIR-9 Provide a circulation system that supports public safety. 

o CIR-P9.1 All new road systems, both public and private, shall provide for safe 

evacuation of residents and adequate access to fire and other emergency services by 

providing at least two means of emergency access to an interconnected collector 

system. New road systems will include reduction and maintenance of roadside 

vegetation. 
 

Public Facilities and Services Element 

▪ Goal PUB-2 Provide adequate fire protection and emergency medical response services to 

serve existing and new development. 

o PUB-P2.1 The County supports the expansion of fire volunteer services, especially in 
remote areas, as warranted by Standards of Cover criteria. 

o PUB-P2.2 The adopted Standards of Cover for fire protection shall be maintained and 
implemented. 

o PUB-P2.3 New fire stations shall be located on sites that are easily accessible, close to 
existing or future development and/or close to fire hazard areas. 
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Butte County Code of Ordinances 
 

The Butte County Code of Ordinances includes the following provisions to ensure that fire protection 

services are funded and provided to all parts of the County. The provisions related to wildfire and 

evacuation are discussed in detail in Chapter 5.18, Wildfire. 

▪ Chapter 3, Article V, Fire Department Processing Fees. This article specifies the various fees that 

are required to be paid to the Butte County Fire Department (BCFD) for the processing of 

applications for land use entitlements. These fees include a fire protection planning fee, a 

California Fire Code and special permits fee, an emergency response fee, and a non-emergency 

response fee. 

▪ Chapter 3, Article XXIII, Development Impact Fees for Fire Facilities and Vehicles Unincorporated 

Area. This provision in the code authorizes the levying of development impact fees for fire 

facilities and vehicles upon the owners of real property in the unincorporated area of Butte 

County (excluding the North Chico Specific Plan Area and the real property within the El Medio 

Fire Protection District), adding or expanding one or more residential or nonresidential units to 

such property, in an amount sufficient to defray the cost of acquiring, developing, or improving 

fire facilities, equipment, and vehicles made necessary by an increase or change in the use of such 

property. 
 

Upper Ridge Community Plan 
 

The Butte County Board of Supervisors adopted the Upper Ridge Community Plan (URCP) on March 8, 

2022. General Plan 2040 Policy LU-P15.2 states: this General Plan hereby incorporates by reference the 

policies and actions identified in the Upper Ridge Community Plan for the corresponding planning area. 

The following strategies are included in the existing URCP regarding fire protection services. The 

numbering is from the plan and therefore may not be consecutive. 
 

Hazard Risk Reduction Strategies – Human Health Hazards 

▪ Strategy HS-1.16: Work with local medical providers to establish a medical center that is open 

every day on the Upper Ridge that provides basic medical services including, but not limited to, 

emergency care, vaccine administration, and preventative medical care. 

▪ Strategy HS-1.17: Continue to coordinate with the Butte County Mosquito & Vector Control 

District to provide mosquito and vector control and abatement activities on the Upper Ridge to 

prevent the spread of disease. 
 

Hazard Risk Reduction Strategies – Wildfire 

▪ Strategy HS-1.22: Work with landowners, including absentee landowners, to safely maintain 

vegetation along driveways and private roads to be fire safe. 

o Coordinate with the County Fire Department to enforce defensible space and vegetation 
management requirements on properties with absentee landowners. 

▪ Strategy HS-1.24: Cluster new development on the Upper Ridge to reduce exposure to wildland 

areas, streamline evacuations, and ensure adequate fire protection services can be provided. 

https://www.buttecounty.net/Portals/10/Planning/Upper%20Ridge%20Community%20Plan/BOS%20Resolution%2022-038.pdf?ver=2022-07-22-140954-330
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▪ Strategy HS-1.25: Coordinate with Butte County Fire Safe Council to increase the use of the 

chipper program on the Upper Ridge. 

▪ Strategy HS-1.26: Coordinate with Butte County Fire Safe Council to identify funding sources and 

implement the projects identified in the Community Wildfire Protection Plan for the Magalia 

Planning Unit. These include, but are not limited to permitted, planning, and proposed fuel 

reduction projects such as: 

o Mechanical thinning 

o Fuel breaks 

o Chipping 

o Fuel reduction 

o Thinning for hazardous fuel reduction 

▪ Strategy HS-1.27: Require landscaping for new single-family residential, multifamily residential, 

and commercial developments to use fire-resistant landscaping, which uses strategically placed 

fire-resistant plants to resist the spread of fire to buildings and structures, that will continue to be 

viable on the Upper Ridge under long-term drought conditions. Fire-resistant landscaping should 

be consistent with guidance from CAL FIRE’s Ready, Set, Go! Program. 
 

Existing Conditions 

The BCFD, with support from the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE), 

provides fire protection to unincorporated areas of Butte County; the Cities of Biggs, Oroville, and Gridley; 

and the Town of Paradise. The incorporated jurisdiction of Chico plays an important role in providing fire 

protection services in the areas within its jurisdiction, as well as coordination with BCFD in the areas 

surrounding their jurisdictions. The El Medio Fire District used to provide fire protection services to the 

unincorporated area south of Oroville; however, the El Medio Fire District stopped operating on 

December 25, 2020. Since then, the BCFD and City of Oroville have agreed to provide fire protection 

services within the district’s service area until an official agreement for services is completed (Gaddie, 

pers. comm. 2021). CAL FIRE also operates its own seasonal stations and an air attack base within the 

county. Additionally, the U.S. Forest Service provides seasonal wildland fire protection in the Plumas and 

Lassen National Forests, which have small portions within Butte County. 
 

Butte County Fire Department 
 

Since 1931, the County has contracted with CAL FIRE to provide staffing to the BCFD through an annual 

cooperative agreement. Under the terms of this agreement, the County funds CAL FIRE professional 

command, firefighting, and administrative staff to operate the BCFD. Through this arrangement, CAL FIRE 

and the BCFD function together as a fully consolidated fire protection agency and provide cost-effective 

fire protection service for Butte County. 
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Service 
 

BCFD provides emergency services to all of Butte County, protecting over 1,600 square miles, several 

municipalities, and the entire unincorporated county population. 
 

BCFD services include fire control for structural, vegetation, vehicular and other unwanted fires; 

emergency medical service, technical rescue response; hazardous materials response; flood control 

assistance; fire prevention and public safety education; fire law enforcement/arson investigation; and 

vegetation management. In addition, the BCFD operates county-wide dispatch services, coordinates major 

emergency response within the county as the Office of Emergency Services operational area coordinator, 

and provides training for career and volunteer firefighters. 
 

In 2020, the CAL FIRE and BCFD Emergency Command Center (ECC) processed 12,293 calls for service 

within the unincorporated areas of the county, more than two-thirds of which were for emergencies such 

as medical services, traffic collisions, and public assistance. BCFD also responded to 679 fires, of which 

273 were vegetation fires. In 2020, the BCFD responded 12 times to incidents involving chemicals or 

hazardous materials. Other responses, such as public assists, traffic collisions, false fire alarms, assists to 

other agencies, medical response, downed powerlines, and law enforcement operations totaled 2,285 

responses (Gaddie 2021). 
 

In addition to fire engine responses, in 2020, the Butte Fire Center provided 36,702 hours in fuel- 

reduction project work, including controlled burns and fire crew training. The Fire Prevention Bureau also 

assisted with 297 law enforcement incidents and completed 5,156 defensible space inspections across the 

county. The department’s ECC provides Emergency Medical Dispatch (EMD) services. In 2020, the ECC 

provided EMD instruction to 5,598 callers. EMD procedures provide lifesaving instructions such as 

Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR), control of bleeding, childbirth, choking, and other emergency 

medical information before fire engines and paramedics arrive. 
 

Automatic Aid and Mutual-Aid Agreements 
 

The BCFD has established automatic aid and mutual-aid agreements with other fire protection agencies to 

provide optimal fire protection service to the entire county. Automatic-aid agreements allow the 

resources nearest to an emergency situation to be dispatched on the first alarm regardless of jurisdiction, 

while mutual-aid agreements require a specific request for help on an incident-by-incident basis. The 

BCFD has automatic-aid agreements with all fire-fighting agencies in the county, as well as with the U.S. 

Forest Service, Lassen and Plumas National Forests, Hamilton City in Glenn County, Sutter County, Tehama 

County, and several fire districts in Yuba County. 
 

Volunteer Fire Companies 
 

BCFD is supported by 124 volunteer firefighters. These volunteers are organized into 16 local companies 

and are an integral component of the fire protection system in Butte County. The volunteer companies are 

dispatched by the CAL FIRE/BCFD ECC as needed. The volunteer companies make up an essential part of 

the County fire protection system, often providing the first response to an emergency in the rural portions 

of the county that are some distance from a BCFD or CAL FIRE station. 
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Although the volunteer companies are organized within and supported by the local communities, they 

operate as part of the county-wide fire protection system and receive regular training by the BCFD and 

CAL FIRE career firefighters. Recruitment and retention continues to be a problem within the BCFD 

volunteer fire company program. This problem is not unique to the fire service in Butte County; it is a 

nationwide issue. From 2016 to 2019, BCFD volunteer numbers decreased by 17 percent. 
 

The volunteer facilities include shared stations with the BCFD, stand-alone stations, and in a few cases, 

stations in name only, where the equipment is kept outside. The volunteer companies are listed in Table 

5.15-1, as are CAL FIRE and BCFD stations. Figure 5.15-1, Fire Stations, displays the locations of fire 

stations operated by CAL FIRE, BCFD and other agencies. 
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TABLE 5.15-1 FIRE STATIONS IN THE UNINCORPORATED AREAS OF BUTTE COUNTY 

No. Location Type 

10 Butte Meadows BC Volunteer 

11 Butte Meadows (open during fire season only) CAL FIRE/LNF 

12 Stirling City BC Volunteer 

13 Stirling City CAL FIRE/BCFD (Amador) 

17 Butte Fire Center CAL FIRE 

21 Cohasset BC Volunteer (No station) 

22 Cohasset (open during fire season only) CAL FIRE 

23 Forest Ranch CAL FIRE/BCFD (Amador) 

24 Forest Ranch BC Volunteer 

25 Butte Valley BC Volunteer 

26 Centerville Canyon BC Volunteer 

27 Centerville Canyon BC Volunteer 

31 Magalia BC Volunteer 

33 Magalia BCFD/BC Volunteer 

35 Paradise CAL FIRE/BCFD (Amador) 

36 Jarbo Gap CAL FIRE/BCFD (Amador) 

37 Concow BC Volunteer 

38 Concow BC Volunteer 

41 Nord BCFD 

42 North Chico BCFD/BC Volunteer 

44 South Chico BCFD 

45 Durham BCFD/BC Volunteer 

51 Feather Falls (open during fire season only) CAL FIRE 

52 Feather Falls BC Volunteer 

54 Robinson Mills CAL FIRE/BCFD (Amador) 

55 Bangor BCFD 

60 Brush Creek BC Volunteer 

61 Berry Creek BC Volunteer 

62 Harts Mill CAL FIRE/BCFD (Amador) 

63 Oroville CAL FIRE/BCFD 

64 Kelly Ridge BCFD/BC Volunteer 

66 Wyandotte BC Volunteer 

67 Cherokee BC Volunteer 

71 Richvale BCFD/BC Volunteer 

72 Palermo BCFD 

73 Biggs BCFD 

74 Gridley BCFD/BC Volunteer 

Notes: BCFD = Butte County Fire Department 

BC Volunteer = Butte County Volunteer 

CAL FIRE/BCFD (Amador) = CAL FIRE station that is paid in part by the County during non-fire season 

BCFD/BC Volunteer = Butte County Fire Department combined with Butte County Volunteer 

Source: Table 7-1, Butte County 2021a. 
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Organization 
 

The BCFD is organized into two divisions. The North Division covers the Chico, Durham, and Paradise areas 

primarily, and works in cooperation with the City of Chico and the Town of Paradise. The South Division 

covers Oroville and surrounding area and works in cooperation with the Cities of Gridley and Biggs. 

Administration support staff are also available to assist the BCFD with finances, human resources, and 

other support services. 
 

The North and South Divisions are divided into seven battalions, each of which in turn are made up of a 

mixture of BCFD and CAL FIRE stations and volunteer fire companies. Within the county fire department 

system, there are 26 fire stations staffed with career firefighters in the summer and 16 fire stations staffed 

with career firefighters in the winter. Career-staffed personnel include 71 personnel in the summer and 54 

personnel in the winter (Gaddie, pers. comm. 2021). The North and South Divisions also include 16 

volunteer fire companies and the Chico Air Attack Base at the Chico Municipal Airport. 
 

BCFD/CAL FIRE 
 

The year-round BCFD stations, situated in a number of communities, were built to serve the needs of 

expanding local populations. Each of the BCFD stations is staffed with at least two firefighters 24 hours per 

day. In June of 2022, the City of Oroville’s fire department entered into a cooperative agreement with CAL 

Fire to provide staffing and service. 
 

The CAL FIRE stations are primarily in the foothills of the eastern portion of the county. These stations 

operate primarily during the summer wildfire season, although a number of stations are staffed year- 

round to provide protection to county residents. In addition, CAL FIRE operates the Chico Air Attack Base, 

which includes an air tanker that is capable of hauling 1,200 gallons of fire retardant to provide a fast 

initial attack to help CAL FIRE attain its goal of stopping 95 percent of all vegetation fires at 10 acres or 

less. 
 

The BCFD and CAL FIRE headquarters, Administrative Division, ECC, Fire Prevention Bureau, and Fleet 

Maintenance activities are in Oroville. The need for additional fire stations and replacement of existing 

stations is being considered by Butte County. 
 

CAL FIRE operates 60 fire-fighting and support vehicles as well as one air tactical aircraft and one air 

tanker from the Chico Air Attack Base during fire season. The BCFD operates 88 fire-fighting and support 

vehicles. This number includes vehicles assigned to BCFD stations and those assigned to volunteer 

companies. The BCFD runs a preventative maintenance program to help maintain the fleet to avoid 

unscheduled repairs and breakdowns. 
 

City of Chico Fire Department 
 

The City of Chico Fire Department operates four fire stations and firefighters staff these stations 24 hours 

a day year-round. The stations are staffed by 60 full-time firefighters; 57 of the firefighters are uniformed. 

Additionally, there are currently eight active volunteer firefighters in the department. The Fire 

Department provides response to structural, vegetation, vehicle, and other unwanted fires, medical aid, 

and other rescue services to Chico city residents. The area covered by the City of Chico Fire Department is 
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33 square miles. In accordance with the Chico Urban Area Fire and Rescue Agreement (an automatic-aid 

agreement), the Department provides first response to emergencies in the unincorporated county area 

surrounding the city, when the City engine is the closest resource. In exchange, County resources respond 

to city emergencies when a County engine is the closest resource. 
 

Town of Paradise Fire Department 
 

The Town of Paradise Fire Department has a cooperative agreement with CAL FIRE that provides staffing 

for three fire stations. Two of the fire stations are staffed with three-person engines and one station is 

staffed with a two-person engine. In addition, CAL FIRE maintains a fire station in the neighboring 

community of Magalia and the resources at the station are available to the Town of Paradise if needed. 

The Town of Paradise Fire Department also employs a fire marshal, fire prevention inspector, and 

administrative assistant. The Paradise Fire Department responds to fires, emergency medical services, 

hazardous materials, rescues, and public assists. BCFD provides fire training for the town’s volunteer 

firefighters. 
 

El Medio Fire District 
 

The El Medio Fire District used to provide fire protection services to the unincorporated area south of 

Oroville; however, the District stopped providing fire protection services on December 25, 2020. In 

conjunction with the City of Oroville, BCFD has agreed to provide fire protection services within the El 

Medio Fire District until an official agreement for services is completed (Gaddie 2021). 
 

Fire Rating 
 

The Insurance Service Office (ISO) collects information on municipal fire-protection efforts and rates 

individual communities as they compare to a nation-wide standard. The fire ratings range on a scale from 

Class 1 to 10, where Class 1 represents exemplary public protection, and Class 10 indicates that the area’s 

fire-suppression program does not meet the ISO’s minimum criteria. Those areas of Butte County that are 

within 5 miles of a fire station and within 1,000 feet of a fire hydrant or “recognized water system” have 

an ISO rating of 4. Areas within 5 miles of a fire station but not within 1,000 feet of a recognized water 

system have an ISO rating of 8B. Areas that are not near a fire station or water system have an ISO rating 

of 10. 
 

STANDARDS OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

The proposed project would have a significant impact with regard to fire protection and emergency 

services if it would: 

▪ Result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the provision of new or physically 

altered fire protection and emergency medical facilities or a need for new or physically altered fire 

protection or emergency medical facilities, the construction of which could cause significant 

environmental impacts to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times, or other 

performance objectives. 
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PROPOSED GENERAL PLAN POLICIES 
 

The following are relevant policies of the Butte County General Plan Update, which may reduce impacts to 

fire protection services as a result of implementation of the proposed project. 
 

Health and Safety Element 

▪ HS-P12.5: New development, significant retrofits, and reconstruction projects in in High and Very 

High Fire Hazard Severity Zones, as well as the Wildland-Urban Interface, shall be consistent with 

the California Building Standards Code, California Fire Code, and California Fire Safe Standards 

requirements. 

▪ HS-P.14.1: The County shall advocate for adequate fire insurance coverage and premiums with the 

California Insurance Commission and California State Legislature. 

▪ HS-P16.2: The County shall continue multi-agency preparedness coordination and mutual-aid 

agreements among agencies to provide emergency services during disasters. 

▪ HS-P16.3: The County shall ensure emergency services can adequately serve the existing and 

future needs of residents and visitors. 

▪ HS-P16.4: Critical emergency response facilities such as fire, police, emergency service facilities, 

and utilities shall be sited to minimize their exposure to flooding, seismic effects, fire, or 

explosion. 

▪ HS-P16.5: Emergency access routes shall be kept free of traffic impediments. 

▪ HS-P18.2: The County shall require new development to demonstrate access to adequate 

evacuation routes during potential hazard events that have capacity for residents, workers, and 

visitors to effectively evacuate. Evacuation routes shall demonstrate consistency with the SRA Fire 

Safe Regulations and Section 4290 of the California Public Resources Code. 
 

Public Facilities and Service Element 

▪ PUB-P1.1: Residents shall be educated about the realities of rural living and expectations 

regarding the availability of services and service response times in rural areas. 

▪ PUB-P1.2: County facilities shall be designed, constructed and operated to be environmentally 

sustainable, and beneficial to the community and the region. 

▪ PUB-P1.5: All service providers shall be offered appropriate opportunities to comment on pending 

development project applications. 

▪ PUB-P2.1: The County supports the expansion of fire volunteer services, especially in remote 

areas, as warranted by Standards of Cover criteria. 

▪ PUB-P2.2: The adopted Standards of Cover for fire protection shall be maintained and 

implemented. 

▪ PUB-P2.3: New fire stations shall be located on sites that are easily accessible, close to existing or 

future development and/or close to fire hazard areas. 
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▪ PUB-P2.4: The County supports coordinated efforts between State, federal, and local agencies; 

nonprofit organizations; and BCFD to plan, obtain funding, and implement fuels reduction 

projects to protect residents in and around fire hazard areas. 
 

Land Use Element 

▪ LU-P9.1: The County shall work with municipalities and service providers to ensure that services 

are available for new development and consistent with master plans. 

▪ LU-P14.2: New urban development shall be primarily located in or immediately adjoining already 

urbanized areas. 
 

IMPACT DISCUSSION 
 

This section analyzes the proposed project’s potential impacts to fire protection services. 

 

PS-1 The proposed project would not result in the need for new or physically 

altered fire protection and emergency medical facilities, the 

construction of which could cause significant environmental impacts to 

maintain acceptable service ratios, response times, or other 

performance objectives. 
 

 

General Plan 2040 

New growth under General Plan 2040, primarily in the Upper Ridge Area would result in new population 

from residential and commercial development, which would increase demand for fire protection services. 

As a result, additional staff and equipment would be required to maintain or improve current response 

times. It is likely that new or expanded facilities would be required, which could include new fire houses or 

outdoor training areas, depending on the extent to which BCFD/CAL FIRE would be required to expand 

capacity. It is not known at what time or location such facilities would be required in Butte County or what 

the exact nature of these facilities would be. New or expanded facility locations will be influenced by 

population growth to serve county residents. As a result, it cannot be determined what project-specific 

environmental impacts would occur from their construction and operation. These potential impacts would 

be identified during the facility site selection process. However, General Plan 2040 requires that County 

facilities be designed, constructed, and operated to be environmentally sustainable and beneficial to the 

community and the region through Policy PUB-P1.2. 
 

In addition, the proposed General Plan 2040 contains policies that aim to provide adequate fire protection 

and emergency medical response services to serve existing and new development. Policy PUB-P2.2 

requires that the adopted Standards of Cover for fire protection be maintained and implemented, and 

Policy PUB-P2.3 requires that new fire stations be located on sites that are easily accessible, close to 

existing or future development, and/or close to fire hazard areas. Policy PUB-P2.1 supports the expansion 

of fire volunteer services, especially in remote areas. In addition, Land Use Element Policy LU-P9.1 directs 

the County to work with municipalities and service providers to ensure that services are available for new 

development and consistent with master plans. Policy LU-P15.2 also helps to minimize fire protection 

service expansion needs by directing new urban development to already urbanized areas. Furthermore,  
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Health and Safety Element Policy HS-P16.3 requires that the County ensure emergency services can 

adequately serve the existing and future needs of residents and visitors and Policy HS-18.2 directs the 

County to require new development to demonstrate access to adequate evacuation routes during 

potential hazard events that have capacity for residents, workers, and visitors to effectively evacuate. 

Evacuation routes shall demonstrate consistency with the State Responsibility Area (SRA) Fire Safe 

Regulations and Section 4290 of the California Public Resources Code. 
 

Health and Safety Element Goals HS-11 and HS-12 and their associated policies and actions reduce fire 

protection service needs by minimizing fire risks. In particular, Action HS-A11.1 directs the County to seek 

funding to identify and complete roadside fuel-reduction projects and maintain necessary clearance zones 

on critical roads to reduce wildfire risk, increase visibility, and maintain safe evacuation routes and 

coordinate with the Butte County Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP). Action HS-A11.4 requires 

that the County to develop standardized wildfire risk assessment and mitigation procedures for projects 

within the SRA and Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones. Action HS-A11.6 directs the County to develop 

and conduct public outreach and education programs to educate public and private landowners about 

projected high-risk wildfire areas that may increase in severity due to climate change and support 

communities within the wildland-urban interface by teaching property owners about defensible space, 

vegetation management, and fire-safe landscaping practices. Furthermore, Policy HS-P12.5 requires that 

new development, significant retrofits, and reconstruction projects in High and Very High Fire Hazard 

Severity Zones, as well as the Wildland-Urban Interface, shall be consistent with the California Building 

Standards Code, California Fire Code, and California Fire Safe Standards requirements. As a result of the 

proposed policies, fire protection service impacts would be less than significant. 
 

Level of Significance Before Mitigation: PS-1 would be less than significant. 
 

Mitigation Measures 
 

No mitigation measures are required. 
 

Upper Ridge Community Plan 

As discussed in Chapter 3, Project Description, the URCP would increase development potential in the 

Upper Ridge community with 28 parcels redesignated from Retail and Office to Mixed-use land uses in the 

Old Magalia and Magalia Center neighborhoods. The Plan Area would primarily be served by BCFD Station 

33 on Skyway Boulevard in Magalia. Potential future development under the proposed project would add 

1,915 additional residents to the Upper Ridge Community. This action may increase the need for fire 

protection services in the Upper Ridge area. However, should the construction or expansion of facilities to 

accommodate additional personnel or equipment become necessary, California Environmental Quality Act 

(CEQA) review, General Plan provisions, Ordinance Code regulations, and payment of impact fees would 

all be required. 
 

Development in the Plan Area would also be required to comply with the 2040 General Plan policies listed 

above, including Policy HS-P12.5, which requires that new development, significant retrofits, and 

reconstruction projects in High and Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones, as well as the wildland-urban 

interface, be consistent with the California Building Standards Code, California Fire Code, and California 

Fire Safe Standards requirements and Policy HS-P16.3, which requires the County to ensure emergency 

services can adequately serve the existing and future needs of residents and visitors. Compliance with the 

applicable policies would ensure that fire protection services are provided to the Plan Area. 
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Level of Significance Before Mitigation: PS-1 would be less than significant. 
 

Mitigation Measures 
 

No mitigation measures are required. 

CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 

 

PS-2 The proposed project, in combination with past, present, and 

reasonably foreseeable projects, would not result in less-than-significant 

cumulative impacts with respect to fire protection services. 
 

 

Future regional growth would result in increased demand for fire protection services throughout the 

region. Additionally, Butte County provides fire protection services to neighboring jurisdictions via mutual- 

aid agreements, as well as calls upon them for assistance. However, as Butte County would provide for 

additional fire protection services within its own boundaries and would be required to address the 

potential environmental impacts of the development of additional or expanded fire stations, General Plan 

2040 would have a less-than-significant cumulative impact related to fire protection services. 
 

Level of Significance Before Mitigation: PS-2 would be less than significant. 
 

Mitigation Measures 
 

No mitigation measures are required. 
 

5.15.2 POLICE SERVICES 

This section describes current conditions and potential impacts of the proposed General Plan 2040 with 

regard to police services in Butte County. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 

Regulatory Framework 

State Regulations 
 

Emergency Response/Evacuation Plans 
 

Government Code Section 8607(a) directs the California Emergency Management Agency (formerly the 

Governor’s Office of Emergency Services) to prepare a Standard Emergency Management System (SEMS) 

program, which sets forth measures by which a jurisdiction should handle emergency disasters. The 

program is intended to provide effective management of multi-agency and multijurisdictional 

emergencies in California. SEMS consists of five organizational levels, which are activated as necessary: (1) 

Field Response, (2) Local Government, (3) Operational Area, (4) Regional, and (5) State. Local 

governments must use SEMS to be eligible for funding of their response-related personnel costs under 

state disaster assistance programs. Butte County has adopted an Emergency Operations Plan that is 

consistent with the SEMS. 
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Local Regulations 
 

Butte County General Plan 2030 
 

The following policies are included in the existing General Plan regarding police protection. The 

numbering is from the existing General Plan and therefore may not be consecutive. 
 

Land Use Element 

▪ Goal LU-3 Create communities where there is a sense of well-being where families and 

neighbors can socialize, interact, and play. 

o LU-P3.4 The Butte County Sheriff’s Office shall continue to support neighborhood 

watch programs, including programs in commercial areas, so that residents and 

visitors enjoy a safe and comfortable environment. 
 

Circulation Element 

▪ Goal CIR-9 Provide a circulation system that supports public safety. 

o CIR-P9.1 All new road systems, both public and private, shall provide for safe 

evacuation of residents and adequate access to fire and other emergency services by 

providing at least two means of emergency access to an interconnected collector 

system. New road systems will include reduction and maintenance of roadside 

vegetation. 
 

Public Facilities and Services Element 

▪ Goal PUB-3 Maintain a safe environment in Butte County through the enforcement of law. 

o PUB-P3.1 The County supports the expansion of volunteer services for law 
enforcement. 

o PUB-P3.2 The BCSO shall support citizen efforts to strengthen and expand 
neighborhood watch programs, including in commercial areas. 

 

Upper Ridge Community Plan 
 

The Butte County Board of Supervisors adopted the URCP on March 8, 2022. General Plan 2040 Policy LU- 

P15.2 states: this General Plan hereby incorporates by reference the policies and actions identified in the 

Upper Ridge Community Plan for the corresponding planning area. The following strategies are included in 

the existing URCP regarding fire protection services. The numbering is from the plan and therefore may 

not be consecutive. 
 

Disaster Preparedness and Response Strategies 

▪ Strategy HS-2.1: Develop a comprehensive emergency communications program and procedures 

for emergency events (e.g., fire, flood) and evacuation notifications to ensure residents and 

businesses on the Upper Ridge can respond adequately to hazardous events. 

https://www.buttecounty.net/Portals/10/Planning/Upper%20Ridge%20Community%20Plan/BOS%20Resolution%2022-038.pdf?ver=2022-07-22-140954-330
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o Work with emergency responders and community members to use new satellite internet 

communications technology in the event that communication and cell towers are 

disrupted. 

o Provide communications in languages appropriate to the demographics of the population 

living and working on the Upper Ridge, including English, American Sign Language, and 

Spanish. 

o Review U.S. Census Bureau and California Department of Finance data every 5 years to 

identify languages and update communication techniques that are appropriate to the 

demographics of the population living and working on the Upper Ridge. 

o Develop a dynamic evacuation guidance and direction system that is mobile device 

application-based with a connection to the phone alert system to provide real-time 

evacuation guidance based on road capacity and location of the hazard. 

▪ Strategy HS-2.3: Develop an emergency preparedness education program for residents and 

visitors on the Upper Ridge to help them prepare for and respond to evacuations, Public Safety 

Power Shutoffs, and other hazardous events. 

▪ Strategy HS-2.4: Upgrade existing assembly points to refuge areas and designate new refuge areas 

to create a set of equitably located areas that provide area space for residents and visitors to 

shelter when evacuation is not safe or possible during a hazardous event. 

o Develop refuge areas at locations distributed across the Upper Ridge such as Lake De 

Sabla, Cedarwood School, Magalia Center, Pine Ridge School, and Magalia Community 

Church. Refuge areas should include the following: 

▪ One or more structures constructed to current California Building Standards Code 

with fire-resistant materials and HVAC systems that prevent smoke from entering the 

building where people can shelter. 

▪ A large outdoor space cleared of flammable vegetation and materials. 

▪ Emergency signage designating the site as a refuge area during specific hazardous 

events. 

▪ Potable water sources. 

o Maintain facilities and structures in refuge areas, including vegetation management, to 
ensure these areas are protected from hazardous events. 

 

Butte County Code of Ordinances 
 

The Butte County Code of Ordinances includes the following provisions to ensure that police protection 

services are funded and provided to all parts of the county. 

▪ Chapter 3, Development Impact Fees for Sheriff Facilities Vehicles and Equipment- 

Unincorporated Area. This provision of the code authorizes the levying of development impact 

fees for sheriff facilities, vehicles and equipment upon the owners of real property located in the 

unincorporated area of Butte County, adding or expanding one of more residential or 
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nonresidential units to such proport, in an amount sufficient to defray the cost of acquitting, 

developing or improving sheriff facilities, vehicles and equipment made necessary to serve the 

additional facilities, vehicles and equipment needs arising from an increase or change in the use 

of such property. 
 

Existing Conditions 

Law enforcement services in Butte County are provided by the Butte County Sheriff’s Office, the California 

Highway Patrol, and police agencies in the Cities of Chico, Oroville, Gridley, and Biggs and the Town of 

Paradise. 
 

Butte County Sheriff’s Office 
 

The Butte County Sheriff’s Office (BCSO) is responsible for law enforcement, criminal investigation, and 

crime prevention in the unincorporated areas of the county. The BCSO operates the county jail and court 

security service. In addition to crime prevention and law enforcement services, the BCSO also functions as 

the County Coroner, and investigates suspicious, violent, accidental, and unattended deaths. 
 

The BCSO is the county-wide coordinator for mutual-aid requests and responses. The BCSO operates a 

community service center in Chico, with a sub-station in Magalia. The county jail can house 614 inmates 

and has an average daily population of 580 inmates. The BCSO responds to approximately 49,000 calls for 

service per year and the dispatch center receives about 186,000 calls per year. 
 

BCSO personnel include the Sheriff, Undersheriff, Deputy Sheriffs, Correction Deputies, Public Safety 

Dispatchers and clerical staff. BCSO’s Operations Division oversees the Special Weapons and Tactics Team, 

the Bomb Squad, the K-9 Program, the Marine Enforcement Unit, the Air Operations Unit, the Crime 

Prevention Unit, , Search and Rescue, the Sheriff’s Team of Active Residents in Service, and a number of 

other volunteer programs. 
 

The BCSO has designated area deputies that serve the outlying areas of the county (Butte County 2020). 

Twenty-four-hour patrol service is provided. The patrol teams normally operate in response to specific 

incidents and have very limited time for non-directed patrol activities within the county. 
 

California Highway Patrol 
 

The California Highway Patrol (CHP) provides law enforcement services, primarily traffic control, for the 

state roads and roads in the unincorporated portions of the county. These services include traffic control, 

accident investigation, and licensing of vehicles. The CHP will respond when requested by the Sheriff. 
 

The CHP has two offices to serve Butte County. The county is divided into north and south regions at the 

intersection of State Routes 99 and 149. The north district office, in Chico, has 27 uniformed staff, 

including 22 officers, 4 sergeants, and 1 commander. Typical staffing has three units during the day and 

evening shifts, and one two-person unit during the graveyard shift. The north district office is also the 

dispatch center for the region. The CHP’s south office, in Oroville, has 21 officers, 3 sergeants, and 1 

commander. The office has 13 vehicles in operation, with similar staffing as the north district office (Perry, 

pers. comm. 2021). 
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The normal deployment/distribution of CHP personnel is based on traffic volume and accident rates 

within the county. Areas with a high incidence of accidents or traffic control problems are patrolled on a 

regular basis. There are many areas of the county, particularly in the foothills, which are outside regular 

CHP patrols and visited only when called. 
 

Municipal Police Departments 
 

The BCSO maintains mutual-aid agreements with the Oroville, Chico, Gridley, Biggs, and Paradise 

municipal police departments. Municipal police departments are responsible for protecting the citizens 

and property within their jurisdictions. 
 

Biggs Police Department 
 

The City of Biggs has a contract with BCSO for police services. BCSO provides law enforcement officers 24 

hours a day to the City of Biggs, in addition to public safety dispatch services, records management, 

evidence and property management, and criminal investigation services. Previously, the City of Biggs 

contracted with the City of Gridley Police Department to provide law enforcement services; that contract 

expired in 2020. 
 

Gridley Police Department 
 

The Gridley Police Department is responsible for protecting the citizens and property in the City of Gridley. 

The Department operates one police station. The Department provides a variety of support services to 

the City of Gridley, including patrol services, dispatch, animal control, and graffiti abatement. The City of 

Gridley provides 24-hour emergency service. The Department receives approximately 3,000 911 calls per 

year and 16,000 calls for service. 
 

City of Chico Police Department 
 

The City of Chico Police Department covers a district that is approximately 33 square miles and serves the 

residents in the City of Chico. The Department is staffed by 140 employees and 100 police volunteers. The 

Department provides a Patrol Section, Special Operations Sections, Crisis Negotiation, Special Weapons 

and Tactics (SWAT), a Traffic Unit, Downtown Bicycle Patrol, and Neighborhood Watch. 
 

City of Oroville Police Department 
 

The City of Oroville Police Department has 4 sergeants and 16 officers that protect the City of Oroville. 

The Department provides community patrol and parking enforcement for the city. The Department also 

has a School Resource Officer and K-9 Unit. 
 

Town of Paradise Police Department 
 

The Town of Paradise Police Department has 49 employees that serve the Town of Paradise. The 

Department includes an Administration Division, Patrol, Investigations, Communication and Records, and 

Animal Control. 
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STANDARDS OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

The proposed project would have a significant impact with regard to police services if it would: 

▪ Result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the provision of new or physically 

altered police facilities or a need for new or physically altered police facilities, the construction of 

which could cause significant environmental impacts to maintain acceptable service ratios, 

response times, or other performance objectives. 
 

PROPOSED GENERAL PLAN POLICIES 

The following are relevant policies of the Butte County General Plan Update, which may reduce impacts to 

police protection services as a result of implementation of the proposed project. 
 

Public Facilities and Services Element 

▪ PUB-P1.1: Residents shall be educated about the realities of rural living and expectations 

regarding the availability of services and service response times in rural areas. 

▪ PUB-P1.2: County facilities shall be designed, constructed and operated to be environmentally 

sustainable, and beneficial to the community and the region. 

▪ PUB-P1.5: All service providers shall be offered appropriate opportunities to comment on pending 

development project applications. 

▪ PUB-P3.1: The County supports the expansion of volunteer services for law enforcement. 

▪ PUB-P3.2: The BCSO shall support citizen efforts to strengthen and expand neighborhood watch 

programs, including in commercial areas. 
 

Area Plans Element 

▪ D2N-4.10: Improve overall police protection by seeking resident deputies and/or reserve deputies 

and a future substation within the Planning Area. 
 

Health and Safety Element 

▪ HS-P16.4: Critical emergency response facilities such as fire, police, emergency service facilities, 

and utilities shall be sited to minimize their exposure to flooding, seismic effects, fire, or 

explosion. 
 

Land Use Element 

▪ LU-P9.1: The County shall work with municipalities and service providers to ensure that services 

are available for new development and consistent with master plans. 

▪ LU-P14.2: New urban development shall be primarily located in or immediately adjoining already 

urbanized areas. 
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IMPACT DISCUSSION 
 

This section analyzes the proposed project’s potential impacts to police protection services. 

 

PS-3 The proposed project would not result in the need for new or physically 

altered police facilities, the construction of which could cause 

significant environmental impacts to maintain acceptable service ratios, 

response times, or other performance objectives. 
 

 

General Plan 2040 

General Plan Update 2040 includes policies that support police services. Public Facilities and Services 

Element Policy PUB-P3.1 supports the expansion of volunteer services for law enforcement, and Policy 

PUB-P3.2 supports citizen efforts to strengthen and expand neighborhood watch programs, including in 

commercial areas. In addition, Land Use Element Policy LU-P9.1 directs the County to work with 

municipalities and service providers to ensure that services are available for new development and 

consistent with master plans. 
 

As new development occurs, new or expanded police facilities may be needed to support the associated 

population growth. It is not known at this point when such facilities would be required or what the exact 

nature of these facilities would be. As a result, it cannot be determined what project-specific 

environmental impacts would occur from their construction and operation. The potential impacts would 

be identified during the facility planning process. However, General Plan 2040 requires that County 

facilities be designed, constructed, and operated to be environmentally sustainable and beneficial to the 

community and the region through Policy PUB-P1.2. As a result of the proposed policies, police services 

impacts would be less than significant. 
 

Level of Significance Before Mitigation: PS-3 would be less than significant. 
 

Mitigation Measures 
 

No mitigation measures are required. 
 

Upper Ridge Community Plan 

As discussed in Chapter 3, Project Description, the URCP would increase development potential in the 

Upper Ridge community with 28 parcels redesignated from Retail and Office to Mixed-use land uses in the 

Old Magalia and Magalia Center neighborhoods. The Plan Area would primarily be served by the Magalia 

Substation of the BCSO on Skyway Boulevard in Magalia. Potential future development under the 

proposed project would add 1,915 additional residents to the Upper Ridge Community. This action may 

increase the need for police protection services in the Upper Ridge Area. However, should the 

construction or expansion of facilities to accommodate additional personnel or equipment become 

necessary, CEQA review and compliance with General Plan provisions would be required. 
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As described previously, the 2040 General Plan includes a number of policies that support police 

protection services. Public Facilities and Services Element Policy PUB-P3.1 supports the expansion of 

volunteer services for law enforcement, and Policy PUB-P3.2 supports citizen efforts to strengthen and 

expand neighborhood watch programs, including in commercial areas. In addition, Land Use Element 

Policy LU-P9.1 directs the County to work with municipalities and service providers to ensure that services 

are available for new development and consistent with master plans. Should new police protection 

facilities be required to service the Upper Ridge Plan Area, Public Facilities and Services Element Policy 

PUB-P1.2 would require County facilities to be designed, constructed, and operated to be environmentally 

sustainable, and beneficial to the community and the region. Policy PUB-P1.5 requires that all service 

providers shall be offered appropriate opportunities to comment on pending development project 

applications, which would further help to mitigate impacts to police protection services. Compliance with 

these policies would reduce impacts to police protection services in the URCP from future development 

and impacts would therefore be less than significant. 
 

Level of Significance Before Mitigation: PS-3 would be less than significant. 
 

Mitigation Measures 
 

No mitigation measures are required. 
 

CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 

 

PS-4 The proposed project, in combination with past, present, and 

reasonably foreseeable projects, would not result in less-than-significant 

cumulative impacts with respect to police services. 
 

 

Future regional growth would result in increased demand for police services throughout the region. 

Additionally, Butte County provides law enforcement services to neighboring jurisdictions via mutual-aid 

agreements and calls upon them for assistance. However, as Butte County would provide for additional 

police services within its own boundaries and would be required to address the potential environmental 

impacts of the development of additional or expanded police facilities, General Plan 2040 would have a 

less-than-significant cumulative impact related to police services. 
 

Level of Significance Before Mitigation: PS-4 would be less than significant. 
 

Mitigation Measures 
 

No mitigation measures are required. 
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5.15.3 SCHOOLS 

This section describes current conditions and potential impacts of the proposed General Plan 2040 with 

regard to schools in Butte County. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 

Regulatory Framework 

State Regulations 
 

Development Impact Fees/Senate Bill 50 
 

Proposition 1A, the Kindergarten–University Public Education Facilities Bond Act of 1998, or Senate Bill 

(SB) 50, was approved by the voters in November 1998. SB 50 provides a comprehensive school facilities 

financing and reform program and enables a statewide bond issue to be placed on the ballot. Under the 

provisions of SB 50, school districts are authorized to collect fees to offset the costs associated with 

increasing school capacity as a result of development and related population increases. The funding goes 

to acquiring school sites, constructing new school facilities, and modernizing existing school facilities. SB 

50 establishes a process for determining the amount of fees developers would be charged to mitigate the 

impact of development on school districts from increased enrollment. According to Section 65996 of the 

California Government Code, development fees authorized by SB 50 are deemed to be “full and complete 

school facilities mitigation.” 
 

Under this legislation, there are three levels of developer fees that may be imposed on new development 

by the governing school district. Level I fees are assessed based on the proposed square footage of 

residential, commercial/industrial, and/or parking structure uses. Level II fees require the developer to 

provide one-half of the costs of accommodating students in new schools, and the state provides the 

remaining half. To qualify for Level II fees, the governing board of the school district must adopt a School 

Facilities Needs Analysis and meet other prerequisites in accordance with Section 65995.6 of the 

California Government Code. Level III fees apply if the state runs out of bond funds, allowing the 

governing school district to impose 100 percent of the cost of school facility or mitigation on the 

developer, minus any local dedicated school monies. 
 

Local Regulations 
 

Butte County General Plan 2030 
 

The following policies are included in the existing General Plan regarding school services. The numbering 

is from the existing General Plan and therefore may not be consecutive. 
 

Land Use Element 

▪ Goal LU-6: Provide adequate land for the development of public and quasi-public uses, as a 

means to provide necessary public services and facilities in support of existing and new 

residential, commercial, and industrial land uses. 
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o LU-P6.1 The County will encourage school districts and park and recreation districts 

to locate school sites and parks within or adjacent to existing or planned residential 

and mixed use neighborhoods. 

o LU-P6.2 Specific Plans, Master Plans, Area Plans, Neighborhood Plans or Planned Unit 

Developments shall designate adequate, appropriately-located land for County, 

special district, and school district facilities. 

o LU-P6.3 New County government buildings and other public and quasi-public uses, 

such as hospitals, meeting halls, and private schools, shall be located in existing 

urbanized areas in convenient, central locations that provide maximum access for the 

maximum number of residents. 

o LU-P6.4 Development projects that provide lands for private open spaces, parks, 

community service facilities, such as places of worship and daycare facilities, and 

public facilities may be allowed to transfer density to other portions of the site. 
 

Circulation Element 

▪ Goal CIR-9 Provide a circulation system that supports public safety. 

o CIR-P9.1 All new road systems, both public and private, shall provide for safe 

evacuation of residents and adequate access to fire and other emergency services by 

providing at least two means of emergency access to an interconnected collector 

system. New road systems will include reduction and maintenance of roadside 

vegetation. 

o CIR-P9.2 New development projects shall include safe routes to school where 
appropriate. 

 

Public Facilities and Services Element 

▪ Goal PUB-4 Support high-quality schools and educational facilities for all Butte County 

residents. 

o PUB-P4.1 Review of development proposals shall be coordinated with school districts 
to determine and plan for capacity issues over time. 

o PUB-P4.2 Review of development proposals shall be coordinated with school districts 
regarding the location and design of new schools. 

o PUB-P4.3 Plans for future growth areas shall incorporate new school sites as 
appropriate. 

o PUB-P4.4 Infrastructure development projects shall be coordinated to minimize the 
cost to the public of building needed schools. 

o PUB-P4.5 Information on projected population growth and development patterns 
shall be provided to school districts to facilitate adequate school facilities. 
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o PUB-P4.6 School districts shall have the opportunity to review proposed residential 

developments and make recommendations about the need for additional facilities 

based on school-child projections, existing school capacity, access and traffic issues. 

o PUB-P4.7 New development projects shall be approved only if the County and the 

applicable School District finds that existing or planned schools will be adequate to 

serve it. 

o PUB-P4.8 Private school developers shall locate schools such that safe routes to 

school are possible, and shall construct those safe routes when constructing new 

roadways and sidewalks. 
 

Upper Ridge Community Plan 
 

The following policies are included in the existing URCP regarding school services. The numbering is from 

the plan and therefore may not be consecutive. 
 

Hazards Reduction Strategies 

▪ Strategy HS-1.4: Identify and support operation of equitably located and accessible cooling 

centers on extreme heat days and during heat waves. 

o Coordinate with the Upper Ridge Community Council and Paradise Unified School District 

to develop an outreach and education program about extreme heat for community 

members. 

o  Work with community partners to establish cooling centers with air conditioning units at 

Lake De Sabla, the Magalia Community Center, Magalia Center (Lakeridge Circle area), 

and Magalia Community Church that open when temperatures exceed 95°F to provide a 

cooling space for community members to seek refuge during extreme heat days. 

o Coordinate with B-Line Butte Regional Transit to expand or alter bus services on extreme 
heat days to provide a shuttle service to cooling centers on the Upper Ridge. 

o Install water stations and shady outdoor spaces at existing and potential future 

recreational amenities including Lake De Sabla, Paradise Lake Picnic Area, Coutolenc Park, 

Magalia Community Park, Lakeridge Park, Magalia Church Park, and trailheads to the 

Upper Ridge Connector Trail, to provide water and refuge from extreme heat for 

community members and visitors. 
 

Existing Conditions 

The following school districts serve Butte County and are shown on Figure 5.15-2, School Districts. 

▪ Bangor Union Elementary School District 

▪ Biggs Unified School District 

▪ Chico Unified School District 

▪ Durham Unified School District 

▪ Golden Feather Union School District 
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▪ Gridley Unified School District 

▪ Manzanita Elementary School District 

▪ Oroville City Elementary School District 

▪ Oroville Union High School District 

▪ Palermo Union School District 

▪ Paradise Unified School District 

▪ Pioneer Union Elementary School District 

▪ Thermalito Union Elementary School District 
 

In addition to these listed school districts, a portion of the Marysville Joint Unified School District extends 

into Butte County, although it primarily serves residents of Yuba County. As shown on Figure 5.15-2, five of 

the districts (Biggs, Chico, Durham, Gridley, and Paradise) are unified school districts, providing 

elementary and secondary education. Seven districts (Bangor, Golden Feather, Manzanita, Oroville City, 

Palermo, Pioneer, and Thermalito) provide kindergarten through eighth grade education throughout the 

rest of the county, feeding students into Oroville Union High School District and Gridley Unified School 

District for secondary education. 
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Bangor Union Elementary School District 
 

The Bangor Union Elementary School District provides elementary education to the community of Bangor 

and the surrounding unincorporated county area south and east of Oroville. The District operates a single 

school, Bangor Elementary, ranging from kindergarten through eighth grade, and is approximately 40 

square miles in area. The school had 103 students enrolled in the 2019-2020 school year (CDE 2021a). 

Following eighth grade, Bangor students attend school in the Oroville Union High School District. 
 

The Bangor Elementary currently offers class sizes ranging from 14 to 23 students with one teacher and 

part-time aide assistant in each class. The school provides campus-wide Wi-Fi services, and, for upper 

grade students, iPads or Chromebooks are available. The school also has a fully equipped computer lab. 
 

Biggs Unified School District 
 

The Biggs Unified School District provides elementary and secondary education to the City of Biggs and 

surrounding unincorporated county areas. The District is approximately 135 square miles in area and 

operates six schools, with a combined total enrollment of 605 students in the 2019-2020 school year (CDE 

2021b). The three schools that make up the District are: 

▪ Biggs High School campus serves 196 students in grades ninth to twelfth. The high school was 

built in 1963 and has 17 classrooms, 2 science labs, 1 computer lab, a special education 

classroom, gym, and cafeteria/multipurpose room. Improvements to the high school last year 

include remodeled restrooms and installation of video cameras for security. 

▪ Biggs Elementary School serves 376 students from kindergarten through sixth grade. Biggs 

Elementary School has 19 teachers, 1 school counselor, a Speech and Language Pathologist, 1 

English Language Development Teacher, and support staff. The school was combined with Biggs 

Middle School in 2011 to provide kindergarten to eighth grade education. The school renovated 

their quad building, three classrooms, and five restrooms in the past year. 

▪ Richvale Elementary School has a total enrollment of 33 students from first through sixth grade. 

The school has three classrooms and other facilities, including a full-sized gymnasium with a stage 

and a cafeteria. Recent facility improvements include installation of security cameras, safety 

signage, and replacement of classroom and gym doors. The District will be working to modernize 

each school site to ensure that the facilities remain in good repair. 
 

Chico Unified School District 
 

The Chico Unified School District provides elementary and secondary education to residents of the City of 

Chico and surrounding unincorporated areas. The District serves an area of approximately 322 square 

miles and operates 23 schools with a combined total enrollment of 14,442 students in the 2019-2020 

school year. The District has 12 elementary schools with grades K-6 (Chapman, Citrus, Emma Wilson, 

Hooker Oak, Little Chico Creek, Marigold, McManus, Neal Dow, Parkview, Rosedale, Shasta, and Sierra 

View), 4 junior high schools with grades 6-8 (Bidwell, Chico, Marsh, and the Academy for Change), Chico 

Country Day School serves grades K-8, and 3 senior high schools with grades 9-12 (Chico, Pleasant Valley, 

and Fairview Continuation). The District also has four preschool programs, one online learning academy 

and independent study program, one community day school, and one special education services school. 
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The District has accommodated continued growth in enrollment by changing school boundaries, reusing 

existing facilities, modifying existing facilities, allowing intra-district student transfers, constructing new 

facilities, and using leased portable facilities. The District prepared a Facilities Master Plan in 2014 to 

address student population growth, technology needs, academic programs, access and code compliance, 

and maintenance. The Facilities Master Plan was updated in 2019 to address the impact of the 2018 Camp 

Fire as well as the need for additional capacity due to an increase in housing development. The goal of the 

plan is to maximize the use of District bond funds to benefit the facilities with the most need. 
 

Durham Unified School District 
 

The Durham Unified School District provides elementary and secondary education to 186 square miles 

that include Durham and the surrounding area. The District operates three schools, Durham Elementary 

School (grades K-5), Durham Intermediate School (grades 6-8), and Durham High School (grades 9-12), 

with a combined total enrollment of 1,053 students in the 2019-2020 academic year (CDE 2021c). The 

Durham Unified School District experienced its peak enrollment in 2000-2001, with 1,362 students. 
 

On November 6, 2018, voters in Butte County approved a bond measure to allow funding for facility and 

equipment updates. Since then, the District has begun to replace roof heating, ventilation, and air 

conditioning (HVAC) units and complete other electrical and roofing upgrades to each school. In 2019, the 

District completed a Facilities Planning Assessment to evaluate the conditions of the District’s school 

facilities. The assessment identified a cost estimate to modernize and upgrade the facilities, as well as 

potential funding sources. 
 

Golden Feather Union Elementary School District 
 

The Golden Feather Union Elementary School District provides elementary education to approximately 

221 square miles of unincorporated county lands to the north and west of Lake Oroville. The District 

operates two elementary schools, Concow Elementary School (grades K-8) and Golden Feather 

Community Day School (grades K-8). The Concow Elementary School had a student enrollment of 53 

students during the 2019-2020 school year (CDE 2021d). The Golden Feather Community Day School does 

not currently have any students enrolled. Following eighth grade, Golden Feather students attend school 

in the Oroville High School District. 
 

According to the 2018-2019 School Accountability Report Card (SARC), the Concow Elementary School site 

needs new playground equipment and air conditioning units (CES 2019). The restroom stalls and drinking 

fountains also need upgrades. 
 

Gridley Unified School District 
 

The Gridley Unified School District offers elementary and secondary education to residents of Gridley and 

the surrounding areas. The District is approximately 87 square miles in size and operates McKinley Primary 

School (grades K-1), Wilson Intermediate Elementary School (grades 2-5), Sycamore Middle School 

(grades 6-8), Gridley High School (grades 9-12), and Esperanza Continuation High School (grades 11-12). 

The District’s total combined student enrollment for the 2019-2020 school year was 2,087. 
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Gridley High School rents the Farmer’s Hall from Butte County’s fairgrounds to serve as a gym for the high 

school. Priority facility improvements for the high school include renovating the locker room areas and 

classrooms. In 2019, five portable classrooms were replaced and new landscaping was completed at 

Sycamore Middle School. New permanent buildings with six classrooms were constructed in 2018 at 

Wilson Elementary School. The Esperanza Continuation High School underwent a remodel recently that 

included installing new offices, fixing roof leaks, sealing floors, and repairing HVAC units. According to the 

2020-2021 SARC, the classrooms at McKinley Primary School are below State square footage standards 

and only seven of the portable classrooms have running water (MPS 2019). The school’s SARC does not 

identify plans to upgrade the classrooms to meet State standards. 
 

Manzanita Elementary School District 
 

The Manzanita Elementary School District provides elementary education to the residents of Gridley in 

the southern area of the city. The District covers approximately 11 square miles and operates a single 

school, Manzanita Elementary School, with a total student enrollment of 296 students in grades K-8 for 

the 2019-2020 school year (CDE 2021e). Following eighth grade, Manzanita students attend school in the 

Gridley Unified School District. According to the 2018-2019 SARC, the school’s facilities are up to date 

(MES 2019). 
 

Oroville City Elementary School District 
 

The Oroville City Elementary School District offers elementary education to residents of Oroville and the 

unincorporated county areas east and south of the city. The District is approximately 78 square miles in 

size and operates one preschool, four elementary schools, and two middle schools, as follows: 

▪ Sierra del Oro, Preschool 

▪ Oakdale Heights Elementary School, K-5 

▪ Ophir Elementary School, K-5 

▪ Stanford Avenue Elementary School, K-5 

▪ Wyandotte Academy School, K-5 

▪ Central Middle School, 5-8 

▪ Ishi Hills Middle School, 6-8 
 

The seven schools have a combined student enrollment of 2,739 students in the 2019-2020 school year 

(CDE 2021e). Following eighth grade, students attend schools in the Oroville Union High School District. 

Ishi Hills Middle School is the only school that reported facility improvements per the school’s most recent 

SARC. In 2017, a water line and valve were installed at Ishi Hills Middle School to provide water for 

sprinklers. The school is in the design stage for a new running track and pickle ball courts. 
 

Oroville Union High School District 
 

The Oroville Union High School District offers secondary education to a 723-square-mile area that includes 

Oroville and surrounding unincorporated county areas. The District operates two high schools, one 

continuation school, one adult education school, and one community day school, as follows: 
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▪ Las Plumas High School 

▪ Oroville High School 

▪ Prospect Continuation High School 

▪ Oroville Adult Education Career and Technical Center 

▪ Oroville Union High School District Community Day School 
 

These schools had a combined enrollment of 2,237 students in the 2019-2020 school year (CDE 2021f). 

Oroville High School upgraded a number of their school facilities over the years. The high school has a 

new library, science wing, and industrial arts building. The old library was converted into a theater and 

performance arts center. The high school also has new softball and baseball fields. According to the 2019- 

2020 SARC, the high school only needs minor repairs (OHS 2020). Las Plumas High School has several 

classrooms that need minor improvements, including new ceiling tiles. 
 

Palermo Union Elementary School District 
 

The Palermo Union Elementary School District provides elementary education to approximately 67 square 

miles of unincorporated county territory to the south of Oroville. The District operates five schools: Helen 

Wilcox (grades K-4, Day Care Center), Golden Hills Elementary (grades 4-5), Honcut Elementary (grades K- 

3), Palermo Middle School (grades 6-8), Palermo Union Community Day School (grades K-8). 
 

The District had a combined student enrollment of 1,334 for the 2019-2020 school year (CDE 2021g). 

Following eighth grade, Palermo students attend school in the Oroville High School District. 
 

As a result of overcrowding in the Palermo and Helen Wilcox schools, the District built the Golden Hills 

Elementary School in 2006. The school provides 12 classrooms, a multipurpose room, library, and an 

administration building. Palermo Middle School maintenance improvement projects for the 2020-2021 

school year include installation of hand sanitizers and hand washing stations, installation of a school 

doorbell, and new locked entrance to control on-site traffic (Palermo Schools 2020). Facility improvements 

for the other schools were not identified in the schools’ SARC. 
 

Paradise Unified School District 
 

The Paradise Unified School District provides elementary and secondary education to a 220-square-mile 

area that includes Paradise and unincorporated areas north to Tehama and Plumas Counties. The District 

operates 12 schools and programs as follows: 

▪ Cedarwood Elementary School, grades K-6 

▪ Pine Ridge School, grades K-6 

▪ Paradise Ridge Elementary School, grades K-6 

▪ Ponderosa Elementary, grades K-5 (currently closed as a result of the 2018 Camp Fire) 

▪ Paradise Intermediate School, grades 7-8 (currently operating at Paradise High School as a result 

of the 2018 Camp Fire) 
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▪ Paradise High School, grades 9-12 

▪ Ridgeview High School, grades 10-12 

▪ Paradise eLearning Academy, grades 9-12 

▪ Honey Run Academy, grades 7-12 (currently closed as a result of the 2018 Camp Fire) 

▪ Cedarwood Children’s Center, Preschool 

▪ Pine Ridge, Preschool 

▪ Pearson Center, Post-Secondary Special Education 
 

District enrollment in 2019-2020 was approximately 2,222 (CDE 2021h). Enrollment in the District has 

declined as a result of the 2018 Camp Fire. On April 21, 2020, the District revised the Facilities Master 

Plan to identify priority improvements for school facilities damaged by the fire. The plan shows the layout 

for the new Ridgeview High School and location of improvements for other schools. Phase 1 

improvements include building a new continuation high school (Ridgeview High School), building a new 

transportation and food service facility, rebuilding Paradise High School, and building a new multipurpose 

room and administration building at Ponderosa. Phase 2 improvements include modernizing classrooms, 

demolishing portables, and replacing them with permanent facilities, and adding new science, technology, 

engineering, the arts and mathematics (STEAM) classroom buildings at several schools. Other upgrades 

include new fencing, painting, and a stadium remodel at Paradise High School (CDE 2021h). 
 

Pioneer Union Elementary School District 
 

The Pioneer Union Elementary School District operates Berry Creek Elementary School and provides 

elementary education to the residents of the communities of Berry Creek, Brush Creek, and surrounding 

areas to the north and east of Lake Oroville. The District is approximately 129 square miles in area. 
 

Berry Creek Elementary School had 56 students in grades K-8 during the 2019-2020 school year (PUSD 

2020). The Berry Creek Elementary and Pioneer Union Elementary School District facilities were destroyed 

during the 2020 North Complex Fire. The District is currently working with their insurance and Federal 

Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) to rebuild. 
 

Thermalito Union Elementary School District 
 

The Thermalito Union Elementary School District provides elementary education to the community of 

Thermalito and surrounding county areas to the west of Oroville. Combined enrollment in District schools 

was 1,550 students in 2019-2020 (CDE 2021i). The District has a large population of students who do not 

speak English as a first language and operates a number of special programs to serve the needs of these 

students. Following eighth grade, Thermalito students attend school in the Oroville Union High School 

District. 
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The District operates four conventional schools, one day school, and a home study and after-school 

program (TUESD 2021). Each conventional school is listed below: 

▪ Poplar Avenue School, grades K-5 

▪ Sierra Avenue School, grades K-5 

▪ Plumas Avenue School, grades K-5 

▪ Nelson Avenue Middle School, grades 6-8 
 

Several facility upgrades were completed over the past years at Plumas Elementary School. The school 

was repainted, several classrooms were recarpeted and retiled, iron fence gates were installed, the front 

parking lot was extended, and a new playground was installed. In 2020, the school received siding 

material to apply on the outer classroom walls. Poplar Avenue Elementary School installed a new 

playground in 2018. No further upgrades or improvements were identified for schools in the District in the 

SARC. 
 

STANDARDS OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

The proposed project would have a significant impact with regard to schools if it would: 

▪ Result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the provision of new or physically 

altered school facilities, or result in the need for new or physically altered school facilities, the 

construction of which could cause significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain 

acceptable service ratios, response times or other performance objectives. 
 

PROPOSED GENERAL PLAN POLICIES 

The following are relevant policies of the Butte County General Plan Update, which may reduce impacts to 

school services as a result of implementation of the proposed project. 
 

Public Facilities and Services Element 

▪ PUB-P4.1: Review of development proposals shall be coordinated with school districts to 

determine and plan for capacity issues over time. 

▪ PUB-P4.2: Review of development proposals shall be coordinated with school districts regarding 

the location and design of new schools. 

▪ PUB-P4.3: Plans for future growth areas shall incorporate new school sites as appropriate. 

▪ PUB-P4.4: Infrastructure development projects shall be coordinated to minimize the cost to the 

public of building needed schools. 

▪ PUB-P4.5: Information on projected population growth and development patterns shall be 

provided to school districts to facilitate adequate school facilities. 

▪ PUB-4.6: School districts shall have the opportunity to review proposed residential developments 

and make recommendations about the need for additional facilities based on school-child 

projections, existing school capacity, access and traffic issues. 
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▪ PUB-P4.7: New development projects shall be approved only if the County and the applicable 

School District finds that existing or planned schools will be adequate to serve it. 

▪ PUB-P4.8: Private school developers shall locate schools such that safe routes to school are 

possible and shall construct those safe routes when constructing new roadways and sidewalks. 

▪ PUB-7.1: The County shall coordinate with municipalities, park and recreation districts, and school 

districts to plan and develop additional regional and community parks, support and coordinate 

park master plans, coordinate financing for recreation and park facilities, and plan for the 

distribution of federal and State funds for recreation and park programs and facilities. 
 

Area Plans Element 

▪ D2N-P1.9: An east-west interlink between Durham-Dayton Highway and the Midway shall be 

adopted prior to any subdivision approvals for property located north of the school, In addition, a 

north-south route shall be considered as part of the circulation system to the area north of the 

school. 

▪ D2N-P4.6: Coordinate growth with the ability of the Durham Unified School District’s to service 

and provide facilities. 
 

Environmental Justice Element 

▪ EJ-P7.1: The County supports schools, training programs, and other institutions whose mission is 

to enhance local workforce skills, prioritizing residents in Communities of Opportunity. 
 

Land Use Element 

▪ LU-P6.1: The County will encourage school districts and park and recreation districts to locate 

school sites and parks within or adjacent to existing or planned residential and mixed use 

neighborhoods. 

▪ LU-P6.2: Specific Plans, Master Plans, Area Plans, Neighborhood Plans, or Planned Unit 

Developments shall designate adequate, appropriately-located land for County, special district, 

and school district facilities. 

▪ LU-P6.3: New County government buildings and other public and quasi-public uses, such as 

hospitals, meeting halls, and private schools, shall be in existing urbanized areas in convenient, 

central locations that provide maximum access for the maximum number of residents. 

▪ LU-P12.4: The County shall coordinate planning efforts with those of special districts and school 

districts. 
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IMPACT DISCUSSION 

 

PS-5 The proposed project would not result in the need for new or physically 

altered school facilities, the construction of which could cause 

significant environmental impacts to maintain acceptable service ratios 

or other performance objectives. 
 

 

General Plan 2040 

Population growth foreseeable under General Plan 2040 could cause the need for new or expanded 

facilities, staff, or infrastructure within the Butte County’s school districts. An estimated 617 new K-12 

students1 are expected to be added to the unincorporated County over the buildout period of the General 

Plan and attend schools in the county. The location of new and expanded facilities to serve additional 

students in Butte County is not known at this time. As a result, it cannot be determined what project- 

specific environmental impacts would occur from their construction and operation. These potential 

impacts would be identified during the facility site selection process. 
 

Discussed in greater detail below under “Upper Ridge Community Plan,” the 2040 General Plan Update 

would result in changes to the designations of 28 parcels in the unincorporated community of Magalia. 

This action would allow for increased residential development and would likely increase the demand on 

schools in the area. 
 

However, existing regulations such as California Government Code Sections 65995 (h) and 65996 (b) 

provide mitigation for impacts to school facilities. Such mitigation measures include fees, charges, or 

requirements levied against construction, pursuant to Section 17620 of the Education Code. 
 

In addition, General Plan 2040 contains a number of policies that provide for adequate public school 

facilities to meet future demand. In particular, Public Facilities and Services Element Policy PUB-P4.7 

requires that new development be approved only if the County and the applicable school district finds 

that existing or planned schools will be adequate to serve it. In addition, Policies PUB-P4.1 and PUB-P4.2 

require that the review of development proposals be coordinated with school districts to determine and 

plan for capacity issues over time, and to decide on the location and design of new schools. Policy PUB- 

P4.3 requires that plans for future growth areas incorporate new school sites as appropriate. Policy PUB- 

P4.5 requires that the County provide information about projected population growth and development 

patterns to school districts to ensure adequate school facilities. Finally, Policy PUB-P4.6 requires that 

school districts have the opportunity to review proposed residential developments and make 

recommendations about the need for additional facilities based on school-child projections, existing 

school capacity, access, and traffic issues. 
 
 
 
 

1 See Appendix 3-2 for more details about the expected General Plan 2040 buildout population. 
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As a result of the proposed policies, and consistent with State law on the determination of impacts to 

school facilities, school impacts would be less than significant. 
 

Level of Significance Before Mitigation: PS-5 would be less than significant. 
 

Mitigation Measures 
 

No mitigation measures are required. 
 

Upper Ridge Community Plan 

As discussed in Chapter 3, Project Description, the URCP would increase development potential in the 

Upper Ridge community with 28 parcels redesignated from Retail and Office to Mixed-use land uses in the 

Old Magalia and Magalia Center neighborhoods. Potential future development under the proposed 

project would add additional residents to the Upper Ridge Community. The schools serving the Upper 

Ridge Community are Pine Ridge and Cedarwood Elementary as well as Paradise Junior School and 

Ridgeview High School, which are part of the Paradise Unified School District (PUSD). 
 

According to an Initial Study prepared for the Town of Paradise Housing and Safety Elements Update, due 

to the 2018 Camp Fire, multiple PUSD school sites are undergoing improvements, supported by local 

Measure Y, which will expand and improve the current school infrastructure. There are presently adequate 

buses for each school site. PUSD has approved a Facilities Master Plan Update, which was revised in 2020 

following the Camp Fire. Phase One of this plan, which involves renovation of the existing high school and 

the addition of another high school, is expected to begin in 2023. PUSD currently has extra capacity and 

based on the Facilities Master Plan, has the ability to accommodate future population (Town of Paradise 

2022). The URCP would add an estimated 1,915 residents to PUSD, some of which will likely attend the 

schools mentioned above. 
 

However, as outlined under the discussion of the 2040 General Plan Update, a number of policies in the 

2040 General Plan require the County to ensure that adequate school facilities are provided and help 

reduce impacts to school districts. Public Facilities and Services Element Policy PUB-P4.7 requires that 

new development be approved only if the County and the applicable school district finds that existing or 

planned schools will be adequate to serve it. In addition, Policies PUB-P4.1 and PUB-P4.2 require that the 

review of development proposals be coordinated with school districts to determine and plan for capacity 

issues over time, and to decide on the location and design of new schools. Policy PUB-P4.3 requires that 

plans for future growth areas incorporate new school sites as appropriate. Policy PUB-P4.5 requires that 

the County provide information about projected population growth and development patterns to school 

districts to ensure adequate school facilities. Finally, Policy PUB-P4.6 requires that school districts have the 

opportunity to review proposed residential developments and make recommendations about the need 

for additional facilities based on school-child projections, existing school capacity, access, and traffic 

issues. 
 

As a result of the proposed policies, and consistent with State law on the determination of impacts to 

school facilities, school impacts would be less than significant. 



B U T T E C O U N T Y G E NE R AL P L AN U P D A T E D R A F T EI  R 

B U T T E C O U N T Y 

PUBLIC SERVICES, PARKS, AND RECREATION 

5.15-38 J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 3   

 

 

 

Level of Significance Before Mitigation: PS-5 would be less than significant. 
 

Mitigation Measures 
 

No mitigation measures are required. 
 

CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 

 

PS-6 The proposed project, in combination with past, present, and 

reasonably foreseeable projects, would result in less-than-significant 

cumulative impacts with respect to school services. 
 

 

Future regional growth would result in increased demand for additional school facilities within the region, 

including for new school facilities outside of the county limits. For some Butte County school districts, 

population growth within the incorporated municipalities would further contribute to the need for new or 

expanded facilities. However, as with the project-level analysis, it is unknown exactly where these new 

school facilities and expansions would occur to support the cumulative increase in population. As specific 

school expansion or improvement projects are identified, additional project-specific, environmental 

analysis would be completed. As a result, cumulative impacts to schools would be considered less than 

significant. 
 

Level of Significance Before Mitigation: PS-6 would be less than significant. 
 

Mitigation Measures 
 

No mitigation measures are required. 
 

5.15.4 LIBRARIES 

This section describes current conditions and potential impacts of the proposed General Plan 2040 with 

regard to library services in Butte County. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 

Regulatory Framework 

Local Regulations 
 

Butte County General Plan 2030 
 

The following policies are included in the existing General Plan regarding library services. The numbering 

is from the existing General Plan and therefore may not be consecutive. 
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Public Facilities and Services Element 

▪ Goal PUB-5 Provide library services to meet the informational and social needs of each 

community. 

o PUB-P5.1 Funding of library operations should be maintained or expanded as the 
budget allows. 

 

Butte County Code of Ordinances 
 

The Butte County Code of Ordinances includes the following provisions to ensure that library services are 

funded and provided to all parts of the county. 

▪ Chapter 3, Article XVIII, Development Impact Fees for Library Facilities- Countywide. This provision 

authorizes the levying library facilities and equipment fees upon the owners of real property 

located in the unincorporated and incorporated area of Butte County, adding or expanding one (1) 

or more residential units to such property, in an amount sufficient to defray the cost of acquiring, 

developing or improving library facilities made necessary to serve the additional library needs 

arising from an increase or change in the use of such property. 
 

Existing Conditions 

The Butte County Library has served as an important cultural and educational resource for the people of 

Butte County for nearly a century. The Butte County Library provides library services to all county 

residents through a consolidated operation from its main library in Oroville and branches in Biggs, Chico, 

Durham, Gridley, and Paradise. Libraries are in the following locations: 

▪ Oroville Branch Library, 1820 Mitchell Avenue, Oroville 

▪ Biggs Branch Library, 464A B Street, Biggs 

▪ Chico Branch Library, 1108 Sherman Avenue, Chico 

▪ Durham Branch Library, 2545 Durham-Dayton Highway 

▪ Gridley Branch Library, 299 Spruce Street, Gridley 

▪ Paradise Branch Library, 5922 Clark Road, Paradise 
 

In its branches, the library houses a collection of over 190,177 items, including books, videos, DVDs, music 

CDs, and books on tape and CD, most of which are available for checkout by library cardholders. In 

addition, Butte County Library offers access to digital collections, including e-books, audiobooks, e- 

magazines, movies, and an online database to assist with research and homework. The library is a 

member of the North State Cooperative Library System and the Northnet Library System, which is aimed 

at providing a consolidated network of public and academic libraries that pool resources for interlibrary 

loan service, access to specialized reference services, and cooperative planning for regional service. 
 

Butte County Library branches also provide children’s story time programs, book discussion groups for 

adults, film screenings, and other entertaining and educational programs. Free public meeting rooms are 

available in most branches, and the library provides free public access to the Internet and word processing 

programs at each location through its network of public computers. In fiscal year 2019-2020, the library 

provided library services to over 299,000 visitors and checked out over 311,000 items. 
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STANDARDS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The proposed project would have a significant impact with regard to library services if it would: 
 

▪ Result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the provision of new or physically 

altered library facilities, or result in the need for new or physically altered library facilities, the 

construction of which could cause significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain 

acceptable service ratios, response times or other performance objectives. 
 

PROPOSED GENERAL PLAN POLICIES 

The following are relevant policies of the Butte County General Plan Update, which may reduce impacts to 

library services as a result of implementation of the proposed project. 
 

Public Facilities and Services Element 

▪ PUB-P1.2: County facilities shall be designed, constructed and operated to be environmentally 

sustainable, and beneficial to the community and the region. 

▪ PUB-P5.1: Funding of library operations should be maintained or expanded as the budget allows. 
 

Area Plans Element 

▪ D2N-P4.5: Ensure the ongoing operation and funding of the Durham Fire Station and library 

services provided by the County. 
 

IMPACT DISCUSSION 

 

PS-7 The proposed project would not result in the need for new or physically 

altered public facilities, the construction of which could cause 

significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable 

service ratios or other performance objectives. 
 

 

General Plan 2040 

The proposed General Plan 2040 would result in an increase in population and, thus, library usage in Butte 

County. New or expanded library facilities could be needed to serve new development allowed by General 

Plan 2040. However, the location of new and expanded library services is not known at this time. As a 

result, it cannot be determined what project-specific environmental impacts would occur from their 

construction and operation. These potential impacts would be identified during the facility site selection 

process. In addition, General Plan 2040 requires that County facilities be designed, constructed, and 

operated to be environmentally sustainable and beneficial to the community and the region through 

Public Facilities and Services Element Policy PUB-P1.2. 
 

General Plan 2040 also includes policies and actions that seek to ensure that adequate services and 

facilities are funded to meet increasing demand. Public Facilities and Services Element PUB-P5.1 directs 

that the County’s library operations funding be maintained or expanded. Action PUB-A5.1 directs the 

County to identify opportunities to partner with municipalities, other agencies, and library support  
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organizations in providing library facilities and services, and Action PUB-A5.2 directs the County to pursue 

joint-use agreements with schools, universities, colleges, social service agencies, cultural institutions, 

andother organizations in communities to provide services where County library facilities are infeasible. As 

a result of the proposed policies, library service impacts would be less than significant. 

 

Level of Significance Before Mitigation: PS-7 would be less than significant. 
 

Mitigation Measures 
 

No mitigation measures are required. 
 

Upper Ridge Community Plan 

As discussed in Chapter 3, Project Description, the URCP would increase development potential in the 

Upper Ridge community with 28 parcels redesignated from Retail and Office to Mixed-use land uses in the 

Old Magalia and Magalia Center neighborhoods. The Plan Area would primarily be served by the Butte 

County Library, Paradise Branch, on Clark Road in Paradise. Potential future development under the 

proposed project would add 1,915 additional residents to the Upper Ridge Community. This action may 

increase the need for library services in the Upper Ridge Area. However, should the construction or 

expansion of facilities to accommodate additional personnel or equipment become necessary, CEQA 

review and compliance with General Plan provisions would be required. 
 

As discussed previously, General Plan 2040 includes policies and actions that seek to ensure that adequate 

services and facilities are funded to meet increasing demand. These include Public Facilities and Services 

Element Policies PUB-P1.2 and PUB-P5.1, in addition to Actions PUB-A5.1 and PUB-P5.2. As a result of the 

proposed policies, library service impacts would be less than significant. 
 

Level of Significance Before Mitigation: PS-7 would be less than significant. 
 

Mitigation Measures 
 

No mitigation measures are required. 
 

CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 

 

PS-8 The proposed project, in combination with past, present, and 

reasonably foreseeable projects, would result in less-than-significant 

cumulative impacts with respect to the construction of other public 

facilities. 
 

 

Future regional growth would result in increased demand for library facilities throughout the region. As a 

result, neighboring jurisdictions would also most likely need to expand library facilities to meet the 

increased demand. However, as with the project-level analysis, it is unknown exactly where these new 

library facilities and expansions would occur to support the cumulative increase in population. As specific 

library expansion or improvement projects are identified, additional project-specific, environmental 

analysis would be completed. As a result, a less-than-significant cumulative impacts associated with 

libraries would occur. 
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Level of Significance Before Mitigation: PS-8 would be less than significant. 
 

Mitigation Measures 
 

No mitigation measures are required. 
 

5.15.5 PARKS AND RECREATION FACILITIES 

This section describes current conditions and potential impacts of the proposed General Plan 2040 with 

regard to parks and recreation in Butte County. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 

Regulatory Framework 

State Regulations 
 

Quimby Act 
 

The Quimby Act, also known as Government Code Section 66477, Subdivision Map Act, was established in 

1965 and provides provisions in the State Subdivision Map Act for the dedication of parkland and/or 

payment of in-lieu fees as a condition of approval of certain types of residential projects. Previously, a city 

or county could only use these fees to provide parks that served the developer’s proposed subdivision. 

However, Assembly Bill 1359 (AB 1359), signed in 2013, allows cities and counties to use developer-paid 

Quimby Act fees to provide parks in neighborhoods other than the one in which the developer’s 

subdivision is located. Overall, AB 1359 provides cities and counties with opportunities to improve parks 

and create new parks in areas that would not have benefited before. It also allows a city or county to 

enter a joint/shared-use agreement with one or more public districts to provide additional park and 

recreational access. 
 

Mello-Roos Community Facilities Act 
 

This law allows any county, city, special district, school district, or joint-powers authority to establish a 

Mello-Roos Community Facilities District (CFD) that can finance parks, cultural facilities, libraries, schools, 

fire and police protection, streets, sewer systems, and other basic infrastructure. By law, the CFD is also 

entitled to recover expenses needed to form the CFD and administer the annual special taxes and bonded 

debt. 
 

Mitigation Fee Act 
 

The Mitigation Fee Act allows cities to establish fees that will be imposed on development projects to 

mitigate the impact on the jurisdiction’s ability to provide specified public facilities to serve proposed 

development projects. To comply with the Mitigation Fee Act, a jurisdiction must follow four 

requirements: (1) Make certain determinations regarding the purpose and use of a fee and establish a 
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nexus or connection between a development project or class of project and the public improvement 

being financed with the fee; (2) Segregate fee revenue from the general fund to avoid commingling of 

capital facilities fees and general funds; (3) For fees that have been in the possession of the jurisdiction for 

five years or more and for which the dollars have not been spent or committed to a project, the 

jurisdiction must make findings each fiscal year describing the continuing need for the money; and (4) 

Refund any fees with interest for which the findings noted above cannot be made. 
 

Local Regulations 
 

Butte County General Plan 2030 
 

The following policies are included in the existing General Plan regarding parks and recreation facilities 

and services. The numbering is from the existing General Plan and therefore may not be consecutive. 
 

Land Use Element 

▪ Goal LU-3 Create communities where there is a sense of well-being where families and 

neighbors can socialize, interact, and play. 

o LU-P3.2 Newly-developed neighborhoods shall include parks and recreation facilities. 
Sidewalks, bike paths, and other routes shall provide circulation to surrounding areas. 

▪ Goal LU-6 Provide adequate land for the development of public and quasi-public uses, as a 

means to provide necessary public services and facilities in support of existing and new 

residential, commercial, and industrial land uses. 

o LU-P6.1 The County will encourage school districts and park and recreation districts 

to locate school sites and parks within or adjacent to existing or planned residential 

and mixed use neighborhoods. 

o LU-P6.4 Development projects that provide lands for private open spaces, parks, 

community service facilities, such as places of worship and daycare facilities, and 

public facilities may be allowed to transfer density to other portions of the site. 
 

Economic Development Element 

▪ Goal ED-1 Improve the local economy by diversifying the economy, reducing the 

unemployment rate, increasing business revenues to the County, and increasing wages. 

o ED-P1.3 The County shall encourage a full range of recreational and tourism uses at 
Oroville Dam and Lake. 

 

Circulation Element 

▪ Goal CIR-3 Design new neighborhoods, and improve existing neighborhoods, to 

accommodate and promote alternative modes of transportation. 

o CIR-P3.2 A safe, continuous, integrated and accessible pedestrian network shall be 

provided in urbanized areas, so as to encourage walking as a viable transportation 

mode and as a form of recreation and exercise. 
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o CIR-P3.5 New development projects shall consider providing adequate pedestrian, 

bicycle and multi-use facilities in a way that integrates circulation and recreational 

use. 

o CIR-P3.6 New neighborhoods shall provide bike and pedestrian connectivity between 
streets. 

o CIR-P3.9 Public facilities shall be located and designed to allow for convenient access 
from public transit and/or bicycle and pedestrian facilities. 

o Goal CIR-5 Provide a safe, continuous, integrated and accessible bicycle system, so as 

to encourage the use of the bicycle as a viable transportation mode and as a form of 

recreation and exercise. 

o CIR-P5.1 Bicycle facilities shall be developed in accordance with the County’s adopted 
Bicycle Master Plan. 

o CIR-P5.2 New bicycle routes and paths shall create a safe bicycle environment. 

o CIR-P5.3 The bicycle system shall be integrated with other transportation modes by 

connecting bicycle routes and transit stops, providing secure bicycle parking facilities 

and supporting efforts to expand accommodation of bicycles aboard buses. 

o CIR-P5.4 Transportation service providers shall be encouraged to incorporate bicycle 
storage facilities into bus stops and rail stations. 

o CIR-P5.5 Construction or expansion of major arterials shall incorporate Class II bicycle 

facilities whenever feasible. Class III Bike routes will be considered where appropriate. 

o CIR-P5.6 Residential development projects shall incorporate internal circulation 

networks that encourage bicycle use and that connect to the external bicycle 

circulation system. 

o CIR-P5.7 Owners of apartment complexes and major commercial, office, industrial 

and educational sites shall provide safe, plentiful and centrally located bicycle parking 

facilities. 

o CIR-P5.8 All County facilities and park-and-ride lots shall provide appropriate bicycle 
amenities, including bicycle racks and storage facilities. 

 

Public Facilities and Services Element 

▪ Goal PUB-6 Support a comprehensive and high-quality system of recreational open space and 

facilities. 

o PUB-P6.1 Review of development proposals shall be coordinated with public agencies 
in order to designate sites for new parks and recreation facilities. 

o PUB-P6.2 National recreation events, such as marathons, bicycle races, birdwatching 

events, rodeos or fishing tournaments, shall be encouraged in Butte County, provided 

that the event pays for all necessary public services. 
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o PUB-P6.3 New residential development shall be assessed for Quimby Act fees to 
support park development in coordination with parks and recreation districts. 

o PUB-P6.4 Allowed densities shall be increased when parks are incorporated into 
development projects. Parks must meet standards set in district master plans. 

o PUB-P6.5 Where appropriate, new residential developments should include 

permanently-protected and maintained open space using mechanisms such as, but 

not limited to, conservation easements and development agreements. 

o PUB-P6.6 Utilize Community Facilities Districts, Mello-Roos and/or landscaping and 

lighting districts to provide funding for on-going maintenance and operation of parks 

and recreation facilities in medium density (six dwelling units per acre) and higher 

density residential developments when warranted. 

▪ Goal PUB-7 Encourage local, regional and State parks providers to engage in coordinated and 

cooperative planning efforts. 

o PUB-P7.1 The County shall coordinate with the municipalities, park and recreation 

districts, and school districts to plan and develop additional regional and community 

parks, support and coordinate park master plans, coordinate financing for recreation 

and park facilities, and plan for the distribution of federal and State funds for 

recreation and park programs and facilities. 

o PUB-P7.2 Implementation and development of recreation and park facilities within 

park and recreation district boundaries shall be consistent with the applicable 

district’s master plans. 

▪ Goal PUB-8 Coordinate an interconnected multi-use trail system. 

o PUB-P8.1 The County shall coordinate with the municipalities and park and recreation 

districts to connect trails between incorporated and unincorporated regions of Butte 

County. 

o PUB-P8.2 The County shall coordinate with local jurisdictions, Lassen and Plumas 

National Forests, the Department of Water Resources and the Department of Fish 

and Game to designate additional shared use trails along unpaved County roads, 

access roads and fire roads. 

o PUB-P8.3 The development of abandoned railroad rights-of-way, levee tops, utility 

easements and waterways for new multi-use trails shall be pursued where 

appropriate. 

o PUB-P8.4 The County supports development of additional equestrian trails, including 
safe routes along roads. 

o PUB-P8.5 The County supports development of additional off-road vehicle trails. 

o PUB-P8.6 The County supports acquisition of appropriate and adequate funding for 
the creation and on-going maintenance of trails. 
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o PUB-P8.7 New development projects should incorporate multi-use trails and 
connections to existing trail networks. 

 

Butte County Code of Ordinances 
 

The Butte County Code of Ordinances includes the following provisions to ensure that parks and 

recreation services are funded and provided to all parts of the county. 

▪ Chapter 16, Parks and Recreation. This provision of the code authorizes the levying of a parks and 

recreation facilities fee on any owner of real property that is adding one or more dwelling units to 

such property in the unincorporated area of the County of Butte. Said fee is to be in an amount 

determined necessary to fund the acquisition and development of park facilities required to serve 

the cumulative recreational needs of those persons residing in such dwelling units. Such fees 

apply in the Chico Urban Area, Durham Recreation and Parks District, Feather River Recreation 

and Parks District, and Paradise Recreation and Parks District. 
 

Upper Ridge Community Plan 
 

The Butte County Board of Supervisors adopted the URCP on March 8, 2022. General Plan 2040 Policy LU- 

P15.2 states: this General Plan hereby incorporates by reference the policies and actions identified in the 

URCP for the corresponding planning area. The following strategies are included in the existing URCP 

regarding parks and recreation services. The numbering is from the plan and therefore may not be 

consecutive. 
 

Magalia Center Strategies 

▪ Strategy MC-1.1: Seek ways to fund and implement the creation of a public gathering space at 

Magalia Center. Explore the feasibility of a community garden associated with the gathering 

space. 

▪ Strategy MC-1.2: Develop an organization to oversee programming of community events at 

Magalia Center. Community events could include seasonal events, such as a pumpkin patch or 

Christmas tree lighting; ongoing events like a farmers’ market; and special events like 5K races. 

▪ Strategy MC-1.3: Seek funding to renovate and enhance the existing promenade walkway to 

connect community gathering space, serve existing businesses, and attract new commercial 

development. 

▪ Strategy MC-1.4: Explore the possibility of creating one-time or ongoing food truck festival events 

in the Magalia Center area, that would highlight food vendors from Butte County. 

▪ Strategy MC-1.5: Ensure that the existing Magalia Community Center and Park on South Park 

Drive is a part of future planning and development at Magalia Center. Physical connections from 

Magalia Center to the Magalia Community Center and Park should be safe, convenient, and 

clearly marked. Programming of events at both locations should be coordinated. 
 

Park and Recreation Enhancements 

▪ Strategy PUB-1.1: Provide restrooms at all park and recreational facilities, where feasible. 

https://www.buttecounty.net/Portals/10/Planning/Upper%20Ridge%20Community%20Plan/BOS%20Resolution%2022-038.pdf?ver=2022-07-22-140954-330
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▪ Strategy PUB-1.2: Explore the use of Joint Use Agreements to allow community use of school 

recreational facilities. 

▪ Strategy PUB-1.3: Ensure regular maintenance of parks and both public and private open spaces. 

▪ Strategy PUB-1.4: Designated access points, trails, parks and open spaces should be inviting and 

safe for all visitors to enjoy. 

▪ Strategy PUB-1.5: Serve the recreational needs of the Upper Ridge by providing a coordinated set 

of community park and recreational assets at three sites in the central Magalia area, each with its 

own set of complementary yet unique uses: 

o Make Lakeridge Park a local and regional recreational resource with a large variety of 
active and passive amenities. 

o Support Magalia Community Center and Magalia Community Park as a cultural, social, 
informational, and recreational hub. 

o Support the Magalia Community Church to provide community-serving outdoor 
recreational amenities. 

▪ Strategy PUB-1.6: Designate and maintain refuge areas at certain parks and open spaces to 

provide areas for residents and visitors to shelter when evacuation is not safe or possible during a 

hazardous event. Maintain fire breaks and perform regular vegetation management at park 

locations. 
 

Hazards Reduction Strategies 

▪ Strategy HS-1.4: Identify and support operation of equitably located and accessible cooling 

centers on extreme heat days and during heat waves. 

o Coordinate with the Upper Ridge Community Council and Paradise Unified School District 

to develop an outreach and education program about extreme heat for community 

members. 

o  Work with community partners to establish cooling centers with air conditioning units at 

Lake De Sabla, the Magalia Community Center, Magalia Center (Lakeridge Circle area), 

and Magalia Community Church that open when temperatures exceed 95°F to provide a 

cooling space for community members to seek refuge during extreme heat days. 

o Coordinate with B-Line Butte Regional Transit to expand or alter bus services on extreme 
heat days to provide a shuttle service to cooling centers on the Upper Ridge. 

o Install water stations and shady outdoor spaces at existing and potential future 

recreational amenities including Lake De Sabla, Paradise Lake Picnic Area, Coutolenc Park, 

Magalia Community Park, Lakeridge Park, Magalia Church Park, and trailheads to the 

Upper Ridge Connector Trail, to provide water and refuge from extreme heat for 

community members and visitors. 
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Existing Conditions 

A wide range of recreational facilities and recreational programs are found in Butte County, offering 

numerous recreational opportunities to local residents and visitors. Most public recreational facilities and 

parks in the unincorporated county are owned and/or managed by one of five large independent special 

districts, or by a various local, State, and federal agencies, sometimes in joint arrangements. Others, 

including some facilities within the municipalities, are owned and managed by the municipalities 

themselves. This section describes all of these various types of recreational facilities in Butte County. 
 

Federal Recreation Lands 
 

US Forest Service 
 

Butte County contains approximately 134,840 acres of federally owned National Forest Land. Two national 

forests extend into Butte County: Plumas National Forest and Lassen National Forest. A 209-acre research 

center, the Genetic Resource and Conservation Center, just outside of Chico, is administered by 

Mendocino National Forest. National forests, managed for multiple uses, emphasize providing dispersed 

recreation opportunities. They provide county residents and visitors with a wide variety of recreation 

experiences in a natural setting. Most visitors come from northern California counties, including the major 

population centers of San Francisco, Sacramento, Red Bluff, and Redding. Streams, natural lakes, human- 

made reservoirs, trails, and campgrounds are the principal attractions. 
 

Plumas National Forest 
 

Recreation opportunities in the Plumas National Forest include fishing, hunting, hiking, horseback riding, 

camping, nature photography and study, swimming, biking, off-road vehicle use, and mining (with a 

permit). Dispersed uses are complemented by recreational developments, including campgrounds, trails, 

picnic areas, boat launch ramps, sanitation facilities, and parking areas. Recreation areas occur throughout 

the forest; however, the most important and heavily used areas available within the county include the 

Middle Fork of the Feather River, Feather Falls Scenic Viewpoint, and Milsap Bar and Rogers Cow Camp 

Campgrounds. Sly Creek and Strawberry developed campgrounds are on Sly Creek Reservoir. The Feather 

River Ranger District is within Butte County. As a result of recent wildfires and COVID-19, several 

recreation facilities in Plumas National Forest are currently closed. 
 

Lassen National Forest 
 

Lassen National Forest recreational opportunities include camping, hunting, fishing, hiking, horseback 

riding, driving for pleasure, picnicking, snowmobiling, skiing, and off-road vehicle use. According to a 

2,000-visitor survey, there were an estimated 656,068 visits to the forest in 2007 (a national forest visit is 

defined as the entry of one person on national forest land to participate in recreation activities for an 

unspecified period). Table 5.15-2, Lassen National Forest Campgrounds and Recreation Sites, lists the 

Lassen National Forest campgrounds and recreation sites and their locations, sizes, and facilities within 

Butte County. 
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TABLE 5.15-2 LASSEN NATIONAL FOREST CAMPGROUNDS AND RECREATION SITES 

 
 

Facility 

 
 

Location 
Size 

(Acres) 

 
 

Facilities 

 
Cherry Hill Campground 

In LNF on Butte Creek; 
T26N R4E SEC14 

 
14 

26 sites total, 5 walk-in sites, 9 tent-only drive 
in sites, 12 tent/RV sites, RV limit 22 feet, 
potable water, vault toilets 

Butte Meadows 
Campground 

LNF on Butte Creek; T26N 
R4E SEC28 

4 
13 tent/RV sites, drinking water, and vault 
toilets 

Camp Lassen, Boy Scouts 
of America 

On private land; Highway 
32 by Butte Meadow 

No 
Information 

Lodge building, and water supply, and several 
other buildings 

Trailheads 

 

Jonesville Snow Park 

 

R4E T26N S14 

 9 miles of ungroomed cross-country ski trails 
for beginning and advanced skiers, 60 miles 
of groomed snowmobile trail, vault toilets, 
paved parking, accessible year-round 

Jonesville Canyon R5E T26N S18 
 3-mile out-and-back trail at the headwaters of 

Butte Creek, no facilities 

Cold Springs R5E T26N S15 
 Access point for the Pacific Crest Trail in LNF, 

no facilities 

Note: LNF = Lassen National Forest. 

Source: Table 8-6, Butte County 2021. 

 

The Lassen National Forest provides two campgrounds in the northwestern tip of the county. These 

campgrounds include Cherry Hill and Butte Meadows. The Boy Scouts of America have a privately owned 

camp within Lassen National Forest. The State Route 32 highway corridor provides access to the scenic 

Butte Meadows area. 
 

Mendocino National Forest Research Facility 
 

Mendocino National Forest administers a 209-acre genetic research facility for coniferous tree species 

southeast of Chico. This facility, named the Chico Genetic Resource and Conservation Center, contains a 

paved trail providing public access through a 60-acre portion of the center. This trail provides wheelchair 

access and receives heavy use by persons with disabilities. The facility is especially popular on Arbor Day 

and remains busy throughout the year for group tours. 
 

Bureau of Land Management 
 

The U.S. Bureau of Land Management (BLM) owns approximately 15,590 acres in Butte County, consisting 

primarily of scattered foothill lands. The majority of BLM land falls within the “Forks of Butte Creek” 

subsection of the Ishi Management Area. BLM has designated its holdings on the Butte Creek canyon from 

above the Forks of Butte Creek to Helltown as an Outstanding Natural Area. In the upper Butte Creek 

canyon area, the Forks of Butte Creek Recreation Area is the only public access site for recreation. This 

area provides hiking, fishing, tubing, kayaking, picnicking, and camping, among other activities. In addition 

to these facilities, the BLM manages about 120 acres near Magalia that include a series of nature trails. 
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State Recreation Resources and Historic Sites 
 

State Parks and Recreation Areas 
 

Table 5.15-3, State Parks, Reserves, and Recreation Areas, lists Butte County’s State parks, reserves, and 

State recreation areas and their locations and sizes. Existing State parks and recreation areas include the 

Lake Oroville State Recreation Area, which encompasses 47,000 acres and 12 separate recreation areas, as 

detailed in Table 5.15-3. Two wildlife management areas are operated by the State, including the Oroville 

State Wildlife Area near Lake Oroville and the Grey Lodge Wildlife Area southwest of Gridley. The Grey 

Lodge Wildlife Area includes 600 acres of riparian woodlands; portions of the original 2,540-acre parcel 

are believed to be undisturbed native marshland. 
 

TABLE 5.15-3 STATE PARKS, RESERVES, AND RECREATION AREAS 

Facility* Location 

Lake Oroville Recreation Area State of California Lake Oroville and surrounding lands 

Lime Saddle Area West Branch Feather River 

Goat Ranch Area Extreme northern end of lake 

Potter Ravine Area Southwestern lakeshore 

Spillway Area Southwest lake by dam 

Thermalito Forebay North Area Area directly to west of Oroville Dam 

Visitor Center Atop Kelly Ridge, southern end of lake 

Bidwell Canyon Area Southern shore of lake 

Loafer Creek Area Southeast lake 

Craig Saddle Area Eastern lakeshore 

Sycamore Creek Area Eastern lake on Middle Fork of Feather River 

Foreman Creek Area Eastern lakeshore 

Thermalito Forebay South Area Area southwest of lake 

Oroville State Wildlife Area Highway 70, just west of city of Oroville 

Gray Lodge State Waterfowl Management Area Area southwest of Gridley 

* The State Parks, Reserves, and Recreation Areas listed here and/or any of the facilities and/or amenities they offer may be 
temporarily closed due to fire impacts and/or COVID-19. 

 

The Bidwell River Park, west of Chico, is a 180-acre park with amenities, including boat launches and 

picnic tables. As of 2007, this park served 500 visitors daily. 
 

State Historic Sites and Monuments 
 

Several State historic sites are found within Butte County. Among these are the Bidwell Mansion State 

Historic Park, a 5-acre park encompassing the historic home of John Bidwell, Chico’s founder, and the 

house’s grounds. Other State-designated historic sites and monuments include the Chinese Temple and 

the Ishi Monument, both in Oroville; the town site of Oregon City, a historic mining community; and the 

site of the old Bidwell Bar Bridge, now inundated by Lake Oroville. 
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Table 5.15-4, State Historic Sites, Landmarks, and Monuments as of 2007, lists Butte County’s State- 

designated historic sites, landmarks, and monuments and their locations and facilities. 
 

TABLE 5.15-4 STATE HISTORIC SITES, LANDMARKS, AND MONUMENTS AS OF 2007 
 

Historic Site 
 

Location 
 

Facilities 

 
No. 313 Hooker Oak 

Bidwell Park, Hooker Oak Recreation 
Area, Manzanita Ave. between 
Vallombrosa and Hooker Oak Ave., Chico 

 
Park 

 
No. 314 Old Suspension 
Bridge 

 
Lake Oroville State Recreation Area, 
Bidwell Canyon Road, Oroville 

Site of the Mother Orange Tree of 
Butte County. Site of the Bidwell Bar 
Bridge. Now inundated by Oroville 
Reservoir. 

No. 329 Rancho Chico and 
Bidwell Mansion State 
Historic Landmark and State 
Historic Park 

 
Adjacent to California State University 
Chico; 525 Esplanade 

5 acres; ornate home of Chico’s 
founder, John Bidwell. Tours, visitor’s 
center, and site of park system’s 
district headquarters* 

 

No. 330 Bidwell’s Bar 

 
Lake Oroville Recreation Area, Bidwell 
Canyon, Bidwell Canyon Road, Oroville 

Second County Seat of Butte County 
and Courthouse, now inundated by 
Oroville Reservoir, is 120 yards west of 
the monument 

No. 770 Chinese Temple 1500 Broderick Street, Oroville 
Original place of worship for 10,000 
Chinese that lived in the Oroville area 

No. 807 Oregon City 
Diggins Road between Oroville and 
Cherokee 

Former townsite and a covered bridge 
with adjacent monument 

No. 771 Dogtown Nugget 
Discovery Site 

0.3 miles north of Pentz-Magalia Road 
on Skyway Drive, Paradise 

Site of largest gold nugget found in 
northern California (54 lbs) 

Ishi State Historical 
Monument 

Quincy Avenue, Oroville The Last Yahi Indian Monument 

* Level of Use: Approximately 50,000 visitors per year. 

Source: Table 8-8, Butte County 2021b. 

 

Local Agency Parks and Recreation Facilities 
 

This section describes the park and recreation facilities that are provided by local agencies, including the 

special districts, municipalities, and other agencies. 
 

Chico Area 
 

Facilities encompassed within the geographic area of the Chico Area Recreation District, including those 

within the City of Chico and surrounding area, are owned and operated variously by the Chico Area 

Recreation District, the City of Chico, and other local entities, including California State University (CSU) 

Chico and the Chico Unified School District. One of the most notable recreational amenities in this area is 

3,600-acre Bidwell Park, owned by the City of Chico and one of the largest city parks in the entire country. 

Other large parks include the 40-acre Chico Area Recreation and Park District (CARD) Community Park, 

and the City-owned Hooker Oak Recreation Area. Many other smaller parks are owned and operated by 

the City and CARD. School district-operated facilities include a number of ballfields and athletic fields. A 
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complete listing of facilities in the Chico area is provided in Table 5.15-5, Recreation and Park Facilities in 

the Chico Area. 
 

TABLE 5.15-5 RECREATION AND PARK FACILITIES IN THE CHICO AREA 
 

Landowner 

 

Location 

Size 
(Acres) 

 

Facilities 

Regional Parks 

 

Bidwell Park, City of Chico 
Northeast Chico, 
approximately 10 miles 
into the foothills 

 

3,670 
Golf course, swimming areas, ball 
fields, swimming pool, nature center, 
etc. 

Community Parks 

 

Community Park, CARD 
West of Hwy 99, north 
of 20th Street, Chico 

 

40 
Playing fields, playgrounds, picnic 
area, volleyball and tennis courts, 
BBQ area 

Hooker Oak Recreation Area, City 
of Chico 

On Chico Creek inside 
Bidwell Park 

35 
Playground, picnic areas, playing 
fields, BBQ area 

One Mile Dam Area, City of Chico 
Western section of 
Lower Bidwell Park 

23 
Swimming area, children’s 
playground, softball field 

 

Wildwood Park 
Northeast Chico, 
adjacent to Bidwell Park 

 

30 
Play structure, tot lot, picnic areas, 
little league fields, multi-use sports 
field 

 
DeGarmo Park, CARD 

 

The Esplanade, north of 
East Avenue 

 
36 

Baseball and soccer fields, 
restrooms. Future facilities planned 
for this park include an aquatics 
center 

Neighborhood Parks 

 
Baroni Park, CARD 

 
Baroni Drive 

 
7.3 

Multi-use open turf play field, 
playground, basketball court, walking 
path, picnic tables, and disc golf 
baskets. 

 

Hancock Park, CARD 
Marigold and 
Middletown Avenue 

 

3.8 
Multi-use turf playfield, walking 
path, benches, and practice disc golf 
baskets 

Humboldt Avenue State Park, 
CARD 

371 Humboldt Avenue 3.8 Skate park 

 

Oak Way Park, CARD 
Oak Way and Nord 
Avenue 

 

7.9 
Basketball courts, lighted walking 
paths, open field space and covered 
picnic and barbecue areas. 

 

Peterson Park, CARD 
 

Denali Drive 
 

4.1 
Multi-use turf playfield, basketball 
court, playground, picnic tables, and 
a walking path. 

Rotary Park, CARD 
16th Street at Salem 
Street 

0.7 Playground and basketball courts 

Children’s Playground, City of 
Chico 

Western end of Bidwell 
Park 

2.7 Play equipment and picnic area 

City Plaza, Downtown Chico 5th Street at Broadway 1.7 Benches and covered areas 

“Triangle” Park, City of Chico 9th Street at Main Street Very small None 
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Landowner 

 

Location 

Size 
(Acres) 

 

Facilities 

School Parks 

California State University, Chico 
Recreation Facility,* CSU, Chico 

Western end of Bidwell 
Park 

 

119 
Outdoor pool, racquetball courts, 
sports fields, football stadium, track, 
golf course 

Chico Senior High School, Chico 
Unified School District 

901 Esplanade, Chico 
No 

Information 
Ball fields, tennis courts 

Pleasant Valley High School, Chico 
Unified School District 

1476 East Avenue, Chico 
No 

Information 
Ball fields, tennis courts 

Bidwell Junior High School, Chico 
Unified School District 

2376 North Avenue, 
Chico 

No 
Information 

Ball fields, tennis courts 

Chico Junior High School, Chico 
Unified School District 

280 Memorial Way 
No 

Information 
Soccer fields 

Marsh Junior High School, Chico 
Unified School District 

2253 Humboldt Road 
No 

Information 
Ball fields 

Other Schools 

The following is a list of schools in the Chico area that provide other neighborhood recreation functions: 

Chapman Elementary 
Citrus Elementary 
Hooker Oak Elementary 
Emma Wilson Elementary 
John McManus School 
Little Chico Creek School 

Neal Dow School 
Marigold School 
Parkview School 
Shasta School 
Rosedale School 
Sierra View Elementary 

 

Other Recreation Centers/Pools 

Pleasant Valley Recreation 
Center, CARD 

Northeast Chico, North 
Avenue 

Building: 
5,970 ft2 

Recreational programming and 
facility rentals 

Community Center, CARD 
Lower end of Bidwell 
Park 

Building: 
12,337 ft2 

Community center building 

Dorothy F. Johnson Center, CARD Chapman neighborhood 
Building: 
6,375 ft2 

Multipurpose room, game room, 
meeting rooms 

Lakeside Pavilion, CARD California Park Drive 
Building: 
6,000 ft2 

Meeting rooms, event facility, 
offices 

Chico Creek Nature Center, CARD Bidwell Park 4,700 ft2 
Museum, classrooms, multipurpose 
room 

Silver Dollar Fairgrounds, 
Privately Owned 

2357 Fair Street, Chico 63 
Annual Fair, shows, events, rodeos, 
auto racing 

*The University’s rules often do not allow the general public to use University facilities. 

Source: Table 8-1, Butte County 2021b. 

 

Oroville Area 
 

Recreation facilities within the geographic area of the Feather River Recreation and Park District (FRRPD) 

are owned and operated by various local agencies, including the FRRPD, the City of Oroville, and by the 

several school districts within this area. Significant among these are the 210-acre Riverbend Park, a 

FRRPD-owned facility along the Feather River in Oroville; the Nelson and Nolan Softball Complex, also in 



B U T T E C O U N T Y G E NE R AL P L AN U P D A T E D R A F T EI  R 

B U T T E C O U N T Y 

PUBLIC SERVICES, PARKS, AND RECREATION 

5.15-54 J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 3   

 

 

 

Oroville; and the Forbestown Park, which serves the Forbestown area. Numerous other smaller parks, 

offering a variety of active and passive recreational opportunities, are located throughout the area, 

serving neighborhoods in the City of Oroville and other population centers. Local area schools also house 

many recreation resources. A complete listing of facilities in the Oroville area is provided in Table 5.15-6, 

Recreation and Parks Districts in the Oroville Area. 
 

TABLE 5.15-6 RECREATION AND PARKS DISTRICT FACILITIES IN THE OROVILLE AREA 

 
Landowner 

 
Location 

Size 
(Ares) 

 
Facilities 

Regional Parks 

 
River Bend Park, District 

 

End of Montgomery 
Street 

 
210 

Amphitheatre, boat launch, disc golf, 
fishing ponds and a dog park, 
swimming area, benches, covered 
picnic tables, sand beach and trails 

Community Parks 

Bedrock Park and Lagoon, City of 
Oroville 

Arlin Rhine Drive and 5th 
Avenue 

3.8 
Amphitheater, tennis courts and 
swimming area 

Mitchell Park, District Mitchell and 5th Avenues 15.3 Playing fields, tot play area 

Feather River Parkway, District/ 
City of Oroville 

Below the Feather River 
dam 

15 Bike path, hiking trail 

 

Martin Luther King Park District 
3 blocks south of 
Wyandotte Avenue, east 
of Myers Street 

 

5.6 
 

Basketball and volleyball courts 

 

Lott-Sank Park, City of Oroville 
Downtown Oroville, 
Montgomery and 4th 
Street 

 

1.9 
 

Museum, picnic area 

Hewitt Park, City of Oroville 
Baldwin Avenue near 
Myers Street 

7.6 
Antique steam engines, play 
equipment 

Nelson Ballfields, District 
6th Street off Nelson 
Avenue 

30 
Sports facility, recreation building, 
tennis courts 

Forbestown Park and Community 
Center, District 

Forbestown Road 3.6 Museum and multi-purpose facility 

Palermo Park, District 
Lincoln Boulevard near 
Palermo Road 

5 
Amphitheater, basketball courts, ball 
fields 

Neighborhood Parks 

Rotary Park, City of Oroville Safford and 1st Avenues 2.1 Sports fields, picnic area 

Hammon Park, City of Oroville 
2nd Street between 
Nelson and Rand Streets 

4 Picnic area 

Playtown USA, District 
Pomona and 5th 
Avenues 

No 
Information 

Playground 

Wyandotte Park, City of Oroville 
Foothill Boulevard, 
north of Wyandotte 

2.6 Basketball courts, picnic area 

 

Parking Lot A, City of Oroville 
Robinson Street 
between Myers and 
Huntoon Streets 

 

0.5 
 

Playground, picnic area 

Nature Center, City of Oroville No Information 5 Picnic area 
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Landowner 

 
Location 

Size 
(Ares) 

 
Facilities 

Schools 

The following schools have facilities that function as neighborhood parks: 

Bangor Union Elementary 
Concow School 
Helen Wilcox Elementary 
Oroville High School 
Prospect Alternative 
Las Plumas High School 
Sierra Avenue School 

Stanford Avenue School 
Palermo School 
Ophir School 
Harrison Stadium 
Central School 
Honcut School 
Nelson Avenue School 

 

Other Public and Quasi-Public Facilities 

Bangor Park, Bangor Community 
Club 

No Information 8.1 Playing fields, tennis courts 

Shooting Range, State of 
California 

Oroville area n/a 
 

Memorial Hall, Butte County 
2374 Montgomery 
Street 

n/a 
 

Source: Table 8-2, Butte County 2021b. 
 

Perhaps the most prominent recreational resource in the Oroville area is Lake Oroville. This important 

amenity, which is managed by the State of California, is discussed later in this chapter. 
 

Paradise Area 
 

The recreation facilities within the geographic area of the Paradise Area Recreation and Park District, 

including those within the Town of Paradise and the surrounding area, are owned and operated variously 

by the Paradise Area Recreation and Park District, the Town of Paradise, and other local entities, including 

the Paradise Unified School District. Included among these facilities are the 367-acre Coutolenc Park in 

Magalia; the 204-acre Paradise Lake; and the Paradise Memorial Trialway, a 4-mile paved trail along the 

old railroad line in Paradise. The Paradise Area Recreation and Park District maintains about 73 acres of 

developed park land and 358 acres of natural open space. Recreation facilities in the Paradise area were 

impacted by the 2018 Camp Fire and 2020 North Complex Fire. As a result of the wildfires, the Paradise 

Area Recreation and Park District is considering incorporating wildfire risk-reduction buffers around 

Paradise, Magalia, and Concow-Yankee Hill. A complete listing of facilities in the Paradise area prior to the 

2018 Camp Fire is provided in Table 5.15-7, Recreation and Park Facilities in Paradise Area. 
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TABLE 5.15-7 RECREATION AND PARK FACILITIES IN PARADISE AREA 

 
Landowner 

 
Location 

Size 
(Acres) 

 
Facilities 

Regional Parks 

Paradise Lake, PRPD 
North Lake Road, 
Paradise 

204 
Paddling, fishing, hiking, mountain 
biking, and other activities 

Community Parks 

 
Coutolenc Park, PRPD 

 

On Coutolenc Road, 
North of Magalia 

 
367 

Paradise Bowhunters Archery Range, 
hiking, picnic area, mountain biking, 
day camps and programs, and 
chemical toilets 

 

Paul Byrne Aquatic Park and 
Rotary Grove Park, PRPD 

Buschmann Road and 
Recreation Drive, 
Paradise 

 

5 

Swim pool, fishing pond, playground, 
picnic area, restrooms, group 
barbecue area, sand volleyball courts, 
and horseshoe pits. 

Moore Road Park, PRPD 
Moore Road and Forest 
Service Road, Paradise 

19 
Ball fields, bleachers, picnic area, and 
horse-riding arena 

Paradise Community Park, Town 
of Paradise 

Black Olive Drive and 
Pearson Road, Paradise 

- 
Picnic tables, restrooms, playground, 
and Depot Museum 

Terry Ashe Recreation Center, 
PRPD 

 

6626 Skyway, Paradise 
 

3.5 
Business office, recreation center, 
picnic area, playground, gazebo, 
restrooms, and slab area 

 
Paradise Lake Picnic Area, PRPD 

 
Lucretia Road, Paradise 

 
8.3 mi2 

Fishing, hiking, picnicking playground, 
mountain biking, kayaking, boat ramps 
for non-gas engines, and chemical 
toilets 

 

Clotilde Merlo Park, Private 
 

Stirling City 
 

20 
Meadows, reflection ponds, trails, 
horseshoe pits, bocce courts, wedding 
chapel, and restrooms 

Neighborhood Parks 

 

Bille Park, PRPD 
 

501 Bille Road, Paradise 
 

55 
Playground, picnic area, group 
barbecue area, meadow, nature trail, 
and restrooms 

Crain Memorial Park, PRPD Jeffrey Lane, Concow 8 
Picnic area, meadow, and chemical 
toilets 

Oak Creek Park, PRPD 
East end of Pearson 
Road 

20 Walking trail, undeveloped 

Noble Park, PRPD Pentz Road 20 Undeveloped 

Lakeridge Park, PRPD 
Lakeridge Circle, 
Magalia 

26 
Undeveloped trails, future 
development site 

Paradise High School, Paradise 
Unified School District 

5911 Maxwell Drive, 
Paradise 

 

26 
Track, tennis courts, football field, 
baseball field, softball field, play fields, 
gymnasium, and multi-purpose facility 

Ridgeview High School, Paradise 
Unified School District 

Pearson Road, Paradise 4 Play field and hard surface play area 

Paradise Intermediate School, 
Paradise Unified School District 

550 Pearson Road, 
Paradise 

11 
Play fields, outside basketball courts, 
gymnasium, and multi-purpose facility 
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Landowner 

 
Location 

Size 
(Acres) 

 
Facilities 

Cedarwood Elementary School, 
Paradise Unified School District 

6400 Columbine Road, 
Magalia 

10 
Play fields, playgrounds, and multi- 
purpose facility 

Pine Ridge Elementary School, 
Paradise Unified School District 

13878 Compton Drive, 
Magalia 

 

20 
Play fields, playground, outside 
basketball courts, and multi-purpose 
facility 

Paradise Ridge Elementary 
School, Paradise Unified School 
District 

6593 Pentz Road, 
Paradise 

 

11 
Play fields, playground, and multi- 
purpose facility 

Linear Parks 

Paradise Memorial Trailway 
Town of Paradise 

Neal Road to Pentz 
Road, Paradise 

4 miles (80- to 
100-foot right 

of way) 

 

Paved walkway along old railroad line 

Magalia and Paradise Lake Loop 
Trail 

Lakeridge Park, 
Coutolenc Park, and 
Paradise Lake 

 

15 miles 
Future 15-mile multi-use trail loop 
connecting Lakeridge Park, Coutolenc 
Park, and Paradise Lake 

Source: Table 8-3, Butte County 2021b. 
 

Another significant recreational resource in the Paradise area is a system of nature trails. This amenity is 

owned and managed by the BLM and spans over 120 acres on State land. In January 2021, the Paradise 

Recreation and Park District secured a grant from the State Recreational Trails and Greenways Grant 

program to fund a new multi-use, 15-mile trail linking Magalia and Paradise Lake and extending a portion 

of the Butte County Railway trail. There is also a master plan for a new 26-acre park on the land east of 

Lakeridge Circle. 
 

Durham Area 
 

Facilities within the geographic area of the Durham Recreation and Park District, including those within 

the community of Durham and surrounding area, are owned and operated by the Durham Recreation and 

Park District, and other local entities, such as the Butte-Glen Community College District and the Durham 

Unified School District. The most prominent amenity in the Durham area is Butte Community College, 

which provides 234 acres of recreational land, with facilities that include sport courts and athletic fields. A 

complete listing of facilities in the Durham area is provided in Table 5.15-8, Durham Area Recreation and 

Parks District Facilities as of 2007. 
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TABLE 5.15-8 DURHAM AREA RECREATION AND PARKS DISTRICT FACILITIES AS OF 2007 

 

Landowner 

 

Location 
Size 

(Acres) 

 

Facilities 

Regional Parks 

None. 

Community Parks 

 
 
Louis Edwards Park, District 

 

9447 Midway, community of 
Durham 

 
 

3.8 

Dwight Brinson Swim Center, which 
contains a 25-meter swimming pool 
with diving board, wading pool, 
locker room; park contains tennis 
courts, and rest rooms 

Ravekes Park, District 
9451 Midway, community of 
Durham 

½ 
Small children’s playground, four 
tennis courts, and two picnic tables 

Midway Field, District 
Southeast Corner of Midway, 
community of Durham 

6 
Multi-purpose sports facilities, 
bleachers, and drinking fountain 

Durham Community Park, 
District 

1847 Durham-Dayton 
Highway, two miles east of 
Durham 

 
24 

Sports facilities, horse arena, picnic 
areas, children’s playground, 
concession stand, and bleachers 

Butte Community College, 
Butte-Glenn Community College 
District 

10 miles east of the 
community of Durham 

 
234 

Tennis courts, soccer fields, and 
other facilities.* 

Neighborhood Parks 

Durham Elementary School and 
Durham High School, Durham 
Unified School District 

Adjacent to each other in 
Durham 

No 
Information 

Various ball courts, playing fields, and 
playground equipment 

Durham Memorial Hall, District 
9319 Midway, City of 
Durham 

8,496 ft2 
Main hall with stage, full kitchen, and 
two meeting rooms 

Nelson Park, District 
On Midway Street in Nelson, 
seven miles south of Durham 

2.5 Baseball fields, swings, “open park” 

* Durham area residents are allowed to use Butte College facilities, which are owned and maintained by the college. 

Source: Table 8-4, Butte County 2021b. 

 

Richvale Area 
 

Recreational facilities within the geographic area of the Richvale Recreation and Park District are limited. 

The Richvale Recreation and Park District maintains 2 acres of parkland on land shared with the Richvale 

Elementary School. The park contains basketball courts, tennis courts, a recreation room, a picnic area, 

and softball fields. The district has historically held an agreement with Biggs Unified School District to 

maintain and improve the facilities at Richvale Elementary School. 
 

Gridley and Biggs Area 
 

Recreation facilities within the geographic area of the community service areas for Gridley and Biggs, 

including those within the cities and the surrounding areas. Two recreational amenities in this area are the 

Olympic-sized swimming pool in Gridley and the community swimming pool in Biggs, which are owned by 

the County and operated by the Gridley Fairgrounds and Biggs Unified School District, respectively. A 
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complete listing of facilities in the Gridley and Biggs area is provided in Table 5.15-9, Gridley-Biggs Area 

Parks and Other Recreational Facilities as of 2007. 
 

TABLE 5.15-9 GRIDLEY-BIGGS AREA PARKS AND OTHER RECREATIONAL FACILITIES AS OF 2007 

 

Landowner 

 

Location 
Size 

(Acres) 

 

Facilities 

Regional Parks 

 
 

Butte County Fairgrounds, 
County 

 

 
Gridley 

 

 
17.5 

Facilities open year-round; fair features 
horticulture, agriculture, and floriculture 
exhibits, and livestock show; also includes 
meeting area, auditorium, event space sports 
arenas, gymnasium, education facilities, and 
picnic areas 

Community Parks 

Vierra Park Gridley 12 
Adult play fields, children’s play area, and ball 
courts 

Olympic-Size Swimming Pool, 
County 

Gridley: Between 
high school and 
fairgrounds 

 

- - 
 

Swimming pool 

Community Swimming Pool, 
County 

Biggs High School - - Swimming pool 

Cork Oak Park Biggs 1 Fields and ball courts 

Neighborhood Parks 

Biggs Family Park Downtown Biggs 7 Picnic tables and grass field 

 

Daddow Plaza 
 

Downtown Gridley 
 

1 
Bandstand, picnic tables, and gazebo 
surrounding area that can be assumed to take 
on a recreational function 

Schools 

Gridley High School 
Sycamore School 
McKinley School 
Biggs Middle/Junior High School 

Manzanita School 
Wilson School 
Biggs Elementary School 
Esperanza High School 

 
 

Source: Table 8-5, Butte County 2021b. Landowner and facility size could not be obtained. 
 

Recreational Corridors, Wild and Scenic Rivers, and Trails 
 

A number of developed recreational trails are found in Butte County, many of which are within the 

National Forest lands in the foothills of eastern Butte County. These include two national trails, as follows: 

▪ Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail. Approximately 6 miles of the federally designated Pacific Crest 

National Scenic Trail is in Lassen National Forest on the eastern Butte-Plumas County border. The 

Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail receives high use, as this trail provides continuous recreational 

access from Canada to Mexico. 
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▪ The Feather Falls National Recreation Trail. This 3.5-mile trail is within Plumas National Forest and 

provides hiking access to the Feather Falls National Scenic Area and to Feather Falls, noted as the 

sixth-highest waterfall in the continental United States and third-highest waterfall in California. 

The Feather Falls trail and scenic area is a very popular spring and summer attraction. 
 

In addition, a 17.5-mile loop trail at Loafer Creek and portions of the Freeman Trail are accessible for 

equestrian and bicycle riding at Lake Oroville State Recreation Area. The California Hiking and Equestrian 

Trail, which is maintained by the California Department of Parks and Recreation, provides pedestrian and 

equestrian recreational opportunities in the Oroville area. Within the Chico Recreation and Park District, a 

system of trails serves the Chico urban area, and trails are also found within the Lake Oroville State 

Recreation Area and other City, State, and District-managed parks and recreation lands. 
 

Recreational Corridors – Highway Travel 
 

Recreational driving and travel is an important pastime for many visitors to Butte County, both for the 

enjoyment of the County’s many scenic highways and byways, as well as for access to public recreation 

lands and resources. Several transportation corridors in the county provide access to recreational 

opportunities in the foothills of the Sierra Nevada. About five miles north of Oroville, State Route 70 

(commonly called the Feather River Highway) turns northeast through the foothills to Plumas National 

Forest. It provides access to the Feather River canyon area and into the Sierra Nevada foothills in Plumas 

County. Highway 149 is an important transportation corridor between South Routes 70 and 99, 

connecting the community of Oroville to the Chico area. State Route 99 provides access to valley and 

riparian environments as well as recreation areas. From Sutter County north, State Route 99 follows the 

Feather River and just north of Chico turns northwest towards Red Bluff. State Route 32 provides access 

from the Chico area northeast to the alpine environment of Butte Meadows. 
 

Although there are no officially designated State Scenic Highways in Butte County, Highway 149 near 

Highway 70 and Wicks Corner is considered an eligible State Scenic Highway. 
 

Wild and Scenic Rivers 
 

A 77.6-mile portion of the Middle Fork of the Feather River has federal Wild and Scenic River status 

(NWSRS 2021). This river is within the boundaries of the Plumas National Forest. The wild and scenic 

designation covers 24,000 acres, generally within a one-eighth to one-quarter mile band along the river 

and extends from Beckworth in the Sierra Valley (Plumas County) to Lake Oroville. Approximately 10.5 

miles of this wild and scenic river flow through Butte County. The river represents a unique free-flowing 

stream that is the only charter member of the National Wild and Scenic River System in California. 
 

Within the county, the river falls into two distinct management zones. The first is the Bald Rock Canyon 

Wild River Zone, which extends from Lake Oroville (900 feet elevation) upstream for about 5.4 miles 

through Bald Rock Canyon to the junction of an unnamed drainage on the east side of the river (1,500 feet 

elevation). The second is the Milsap Bar Scenic River Zone, which is about 3.6 miles long, and continues 

upstream from the Bald Rock Canyon Wild River Zone to a point about five miles east of Devil’s Gulch. 
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Both zones provide a recreational experience compatible with a free-flowing river. The river meanders 

through meadowlands and a small canyon. Milsap Bar campground is within the Wild and Scenic River 

area and provides overnight camping facilities and river access by dirt road. No other road access is 

available along the river in Butte County. Access and uses are restricted along the river. Gold dredging is 

permitted only in the Milsap Bar Scenic River Zone. 
 

Trails 
 

Butte County does not have any formal or organized system of trails nor a specific interest group involved 

in the formation and promotion of a county or region-wide trails system. However, a number of developed 

recreational trails are found in the county, many of which are within the National Forest lands in the 

foothills of eastern Butte County. These include two national trails, as follows: 

▪ Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail – Approximately 6 miles of the federally designated Pacific Crest 

National Scenic Trail is in Lassen National Forest on the eastern Butte-Plumas County border. The 

Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail receives high use, as this trail provides continuous recreational 

access from Canada to Mexico. 

▪ Feather Falls National Recreation Trail – This 3.5-mile trail is within Plumas National Forest and 

provides hiking access to the Feather Falls National Scenic Area and to the Feather Falls, noted as 

the sixth-highest waterfall in the continental United States and third-highest waterfall in 

California. The Feather Falls trail and scenic area is a very popular spring and summer attraction. 
 

In addition to these listed trails, a 17.5-mile loop trail at Loafer Creek and portions of the Freeman trail are 

accessible for equestrian riding at Lake Oroville State Recreation Area. Within the Chico Recreation and 

Park District, a system of trails serves the Chico urban area, and trails are also found within the Lake 

Oroville State Recreation Area and other City, State, and District-managed parks and recreation lands. 

Table 5.15-10, Major Butte County Recreation Trails, lists the existing trails inventory for Butte County and 

their locations. 
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TABLE 5.15-10 MAJOR BUTTE COUNTY RECREATION TRAILS 

Trail Name Location 

Yahi Trail City of Chico, Upper Bidwell Park 

Big Bald Rock Trail Big Bald Rock, Plumas National Forest 

Dome Trail below Bald Rock Dome (Bald Rock Canyon Trail), Plumas National Forest 

Lower Seven Falls/Milsap Bar Falls South Branch Middle Fork Feather River, Plumas National Forest 

“Snag Lake” Trail Lassen Volcanic National Park, Butte meadows to Snag Lake 

Butte Creek Trail Plumas National Forest, begins at Doe Mill Ridge and follows east bank of Butte Creek 

Paradise Parkway Trail City of Paradise, through town 

Valley Ridge Trail Lassen National Forest, Butte Creek Canyon rim 

Paradise Reservoir Trail Town of Magalia, Paradise Reservoir 

Brad Freeman Trail Lake Oroville State Rec Area 

Humboldt Peak Lassen National Forest, part of Pacific Crest Trail 

Feather Falls Scenic Area and Recreation 
Trail 

Plumas National Forest 

Little Chico Creek Trail City of Chico, along Little Chico Creek 

Butte Creek House Trail Lassen Volcanic NP, Jonesville to Butte Creek House 

California Hiking and Equestrian Trail Along Thermalito Afterbay areas 

Big Chico Creek Loop City of Chico, Upper Bidwell Park 

Jonesville Canyon Trail Outside City of Chico 

Mountain House Trail 1.9 mi.; north of Feather River Scenic Area 

Middle Trail-Live Oak-Upper Trail Loop City of Chico, Upper Bidwell Park 

Hanson Bar Trail Plumas National Forest, Butte boundary, south Feather River 

Sky High Trail Plumas National Forest, north of Feather River Scenic Area 

Lindo Channel Trail Within Chico Loop Trail 

Tackle Dome Trail Plumas National Forest, starts above Bald Rock Canyon 

North Rim Trail City of Chico, Upper Bidwell Park 

South Rim Trail/Annie Bidwell Trail City of Chico, Upper Bidwell Park 

Rattlesnake Hill Trail Lake Oroville State Rec. Area, North Thermalito Forebay 

Pine Creek Loop Sacramento River National Wildlife Refuge 

Yellowstone Kelly Heritage Trail City of Paradise, Runs parallel to Skyway 

Table Mountain Outside the City of Oroville, North Table Mountain Ecological Reserve 

Dan Beebe Trail City of Oroville, starts at Saddle Dam and follows Kelly Ridge towards visitor center 

Indian Springs Trail Town of De Sabla 

Lime Saddle Memorial Park Trail 
Lake Oroville State Rec Area, Northwestern side of Lake Oroville along West Branch of 
the Feather river 

* Trails may be temporarily closed due to fire impacts. 

Source: Table 8-9, Butte County 2021b. 
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STANDARDS OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

The proposed project would have a significant impact with regard to parks and recreation if it would: 

▪ Increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or other recreational facilities such 

that substantial physical deterioration of the facility would occur or be accelerated; or 

▪ Result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the provision of new or physically 

altered park facilities, or result in the need for new or physically altered park facilities, the 

construction of which could cause significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain 

acceptable service ratios or other performance objectives. 
 

PROPOSED GENERAL PLAN POLICIES 

The following are relevant policies of the Butte County General Plan Update, which may reduce impacts to 

parks and recreations services a result of implementation of the proposed project. 
 

Public Facilities and Service Element 

▪ PUB-P6.2: Review of development proposals shall be coordinated with public agencies in order to 

designate sites for new parks and recreation facilities. 

▪ PUB-P6.3: Recreational events, such as marathons, triathlons, bicycle races, bird-watching events, 

rodeos or fishing tournaments, etc., shall be encouraged in Butte County, provided that the event 

pays for all necessary public services. 

▪ PUB-P6.4: The County supports the development of a regional recreation campus to serve 

community needs for recreation space and reduce the need for county residents to travel outside 

the county for recreation. 

▪ PUB-P6.5: New residential development shall be assessed for Quimby Act fees to support park 

development in coordination with parks and recreation districts. 

▪ PUB-P6.6: Allowed densities shall be increased when parks are incorporated into development 

projects. Parks must meet standards set in district master plans. 

▪ PUB-P6.7: Where appropriate, new residential developments should include permanently 

protected and maintained open space using mechanisms such as, but not limited to, conservation 

easements and development agreements. 

▪ PUB-P6.8: Utilize Community Facilities Districts, Mello-Roos and/or landscaping and lighting 

districts to provide funding for on-going maintenance and operation of parks and recreation 

facilities in medium density (six dwelling units per acre) and higher density residential 

developments when warranted. 

▪ PUB-A6.1: Coordinate with park and recreation districts to allow the development of park and 

recreation facilities on publicly owned land. 
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▪ PUB-P7.1: The County shall coordinate with municipalities, park and recreation districts, and 

school districts to plan and develop additional regional and community parks, support and 

coordinate park master plans, coordinate financing for recreation and park facilities, and plan for 

the distribution of federal and State funds for recreation and park programs and facilities. 

▪ PUB-P7.2: Implementation and development of recreation and park facilities within park and 

recreation district boundaries shall be consistent with the applicable district’s master plans. 

▪ PUB-P7.3: The County recognizes the importance of regional planning and coordination with 

federal, State, and local agencies, to include neighboring counties and jurisdictions, and shall 

maintain a Coordinating Committee whose function is to facilitate coordination efforts with State 

and federal public land managers. The County shall establish additional mechanisms to solicit 

public participation and comment involving the utilization, management, enjoyment and 

sustainability of public lands. 

▪ PUB-P8.1: The County shall coordinate with municipalities, park and recreation districts, federal or 

State agencies, and private landholders to connect trails between incorporated and 

unincorporated regions of Butte County. 
 

Environmental Justice Element 

▪ EJ-P1.1: The County shall work with municipalities and park and recreation districts to convert 

public easements, such as utility corridors or unused rights-of-way, into parks and trails within and 

connecting to Communities of Opportunity. 

▪ EJ-P1.2: In coordination with park and recreation districts, the County shall work with 

Communities of Opportunity to understand and address barriers to accessing and utilizing existing 

recreation opportunities. 

▪ EJ-P1.3: Pedestrian and bicycle connections shall be provided to parks, green space, recreational 

facilities, trails, and natural environments for residents in Communities of Opportunity. 

▪ EJ-P1.4: The County shall prioritize Communities of Opportunity for funding for development or 

improvement of parks and recreational facilities and encourage park and recreation districts to do 

the same. 
 

Area Plans Element 

▪ D2N-P4.8: Expand the recreational opportunities of the Planning Area. 

▪ D2N-P4.9: Develop policies for park sitting and dedication within the Planning Area. 

▪ D2N-P9.3: Promote the use of historical properties, sites and districts for the education and 

recreation of the citizens of the County. 
 

Health and Safety Element 

▪ HS-P20.2: Facilities, such as parks and community centers, shall be equipped with adequate water 

stations, cooling stations, and shady outdoor spaces to provide refuge from extreme heat, and 

should have effective systems in place to notify community members about these resources. 
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Land Use Element 

▪ LU-P3.3: Newly-developed neighborhoods shall include parks and recreation facilities. Sidewalks, 

bike paths, and other routes shall provide circulation to surrounding areas. 
 

Circulation Element 

▪ CIR-P3.2: A continuous, integrated, and accessible pedestrian network shall be provided in 

urbanized areas to encourage walking as a viable transportation mode and as a form of recreation 

and exercise. 

▪ CIR-P3.4: New development projects shall provide adequate pedestrian, bicycle, and multiuse 

facilities in a way that integrates circulation and recreational use, commensurate with the impacts 

of the project, local and regional plans, and consistent with surrounding development. 
 

IMPACT DISCUSSION 

 

PS-9 The proposed project would not increase the use of existing 

neighborhood and regional parks or other recreational facilities, such 

that substantial physical deterioration of the facility would occur or be 

accelerated. 
 

 

General Plan 2040 

Differing standards are used to evaluate what amount of parkland is “adequate” to serve a particular 

population. The Quimby Act allows cities and counties to require land or in-lieu fees for a minimum of 3 

acres per 1,000 residents. However, the park and recreation districts within Butte County use a level of 

service ratio of 5 acres of usable parkland per 1,000 people. There are over 1 million acres of open space 

and parkland in the county and approximately 618,000 acres of open space and parkland in 

unincorporated Butte County serving an existing population of 83,900 residents. On average, park and 

recreation facilities in Butte County exceed the Quimby Act minimum standard of 3 acres per 1,000 

residents. In part, this is accomplished through joint-use agreements with school districts to obtain access 

to sports fields, basketball, tennis, gymnasiums, and other recreational facilities. However, there are only 

approximately 70 acres of developed parkland within unincorporated Butte County that are considered 

“usable” parks by the County’s parks and recreation districts.2 In addition, Butte College owns and 

operates approximately 230 acres of developed parkland, for a total of approximately 300 acres of 

developed parkland in unincorporated Butte County. This results in a level of service ratio of 3.6 acres of 

developed parkland per 1,000 residents, which does not meet the local park and recreation district 

standard. 
 
 

 

2 This is based on data provided to Dan Breedon, Principal Planner, Butte County Department of Development Services, by 

Steve Visconti, Director, Chico Area Recreation and Parks District, Mike Trinca, Director, Paradise Recreation and Parks District, 

and Jim Brinson, Director, Durham Recreation and Park District on October 30, 2009. 
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Policies in General Plan 2040 ensure that park and recreational facilities are funded so that they can be 

adequately maintained. Policy PUB-P6.5 requires that new residential development be assessed for 

Quimby Act fees to support park development. Action PUB-A6.8 directs the County to use Community 

Facilities Districts, Mello-Roos, and/or landscaping and lighting districts to provide funding for ongoing 

maintenance and operation of parks and recreation facilities in medium-density (six dwelling units per 

acre) and higher-density residential developments. Action PUB-A7.1 directs the County to identify 

strategies to assist special districts with funding, planning, and support for recreation and park facility 

development, and to establish a plan for the distribution of federal and State funds for recreation and 

park programs and facilities. 
 

Other General Plan 2040 policies ensure that new parkland and recreational facilities are developed to 

accommodate the growing population, which would help to avoid deterioration of existing facilities. Policy 

PUB-P6.2 directs the County to coordinate the review of development proposals with other agencies to 

designate sites for new parks and recreation facilities. Policy PUB-P6.6 allows density increases when small 

parks are incorporated into development projects. Policy PUB-P6.7 encourages permanently-protected 

and maintained open space in new development using mechanisms such as conservation easements and 

development agreements. Policy PUB-P7.1 directs the County to cooperate with the municipalities, park 

and recreation districts, and school districts to plan and develop additional regional and community parks, 

support and coordinate park master plans, coordinate financing for recreation and park facilities, and plan 

for the distribution of federal and State funds for recreation and park programs and facilities. 
 

New residents resulting from the proposed General Plan 2040 would increase the use of existing facilities 

throughout the county, but this increase in users would not cause significant physical deterioration to any 

single recreational facility because General Plan 2040 promotes the development of new park facilities 

that would serve new residents. In addition, General Plan 2040 includes a number of policies that address 

funding for park facilities. Therefore, the proposed project would result in a less-than-significant impact. 
 

Level of Significance Before Mitigation: PS-9 would be less than significant. 
 

Mitigation Measures 
 

No mitigation measures are required. 
 

Upper Ridge Community Plan 

As discussed in Chapter 3, Project Description, the URCP would increase development potential in the 

Upper Ridge community with 28 parcels redesignated from Retail and Office to Mixed-use land uses in the 

Old Magalia and Magalia Center neighborhoods. Potential future development under the proposed 

project would add 1,915 additional residents to the Upper Ridge Community. This action may increase the 

use of the parks and recreation services provided by Paradise Recreation and Parks District (PRPD) in 

addition to other regional and state parks and recreation facilities. The PRPD is planning for new 

recreation centers, community parks, trails, and improved access to existing park land, as well as 

rebuilding of park facilities following the Camp Fire (Butte County 2022). 
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As noted previously, several policies and actions in General Plan 2040 ensure that park and recreational 

facilities are funded so that they can be adequately maintained. These include Policies PUB-P6.2, PUB- 

P6.5, PUB-P6.6, PUB-P6.7, and PUB-P7.1 and Actions PUB-A6.8 and PUB-A7.1. Additionally, the URCP 

includes several strategies that would reduce impacts to parks and recreation facilities in the Upper Ridge 

Plan Area, including Strategy 1.5, which directs the County to serve the recreational needs of the Upper 

Ridge by providing a coordinated set of community park and recreational assets at three sites in the 

central Magalia area, each with its own set of complementary yet unique uses. Furthermore, projects 

would also be subject to CEQA review on a project-specific basis following submittal of a specific 

development proposal. Therefore, impacts to parks and recreation services in the Upper Ridge Plan Area 

would be less than significant. 
 

Level of Significance Before Mitigation: PS-9 would be less than significant. 
 

Mitigation Measures 
 

No mitigation measures are required. 

 

PS-10 The proposed project would not include recreational facilities or require 

the construction or expansion of additional recreational facilities that 

might have an adverse physical effect on the environment. 
 

 

General Plan 2040 would result in development that would increase the demand for parks and 

recreational facilities. This would likely result in the need for new or expanded park facilities. However, the 

locations of such facilities are not known at this time. As a result, it cannot be determined what project- 

specific environmental impacts would occur from their construction and operation. These potential 

impacts would be identified during the facility site selection process. 
 

In addition, General Plan 2040 includes policies and actions that would help ensure that parkland goals 

are met. Policies PUB-P6.5, PUB-P6.6, PUB-P6.7, and PUB-P7.1 ensure that new parkland and recreational 

facilities are developed to accommodate the growing population. Additionally, Policy PUB-P6.8 and PUB- 

A7.1 ensure that park and recreational facilities are funded. 
 

As a result of the proposed policies, parks and recreation facility impacts would be less than significant. 

Level of Significance Before Mitigation: PS-10 would be less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures 
 

No mitigation measures are required. 
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CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 
 

 

PS-11 The proposed project, in combination with past, present, and 

reasonably foreseeable projects, would not result in less-than-significant 

cumulative impacts with respect to parks and recreational facilities. 

 

Future regional growth would result in increased demand for park and recreational facilities throughout 

the region. As a result, new parks and recreational facilities would need to be constructed, or existing 

facilities may need to be expanded. As with the project-level analysis, the location and size of additional 

facilities would be determined as part of future development activity. As specific park and recreation 

facility expansions or improvement projects are identified, additional project-specific, environmental 

analysis would be completed. As a result, a less-than-significant cumulative impact associated with parks 

and recreation would occur. 
 

Level of Significance Before Mitigation: PS-11 would be less than significant. 
 

Mitigation Measures 
 

No mitigation measures are required. 
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