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On 1/24/13, about 4:20 PM, a resident of Forbestown called the Butte County Sheriff’s
Office to report that two men had forced their way into his home, sprayed him with pepper spray
and left in his truck along with items from his home. Deputy Grant Landis saw a vehicle that
matched the description of the truck taken in Forbestown travelling west on Olive Highway at a
high rate of speed, approaching Foothill Boulevard at about 4:35 PM.
Deputy Landis got behind the truck as it turned onto Foothill Boulevard and proceeded
north at speeds up to 70 mph. As the truck entered the intersection of Foothill Boulevard and
Oroville-Quincy Highway, the driver lost control and crashed the truck into a power pole,
shearing it off at the ground. The truck impacted another vehicle and a fire hydrant before
coming to rest against a large boulder. The impact into the power pole caused a strain on the
wires entering a vacant residence and a fire started in the home. The driver of the pickup exited,
and ran between two homes, up the hill toward Canyon Highlands Drive. Deputy Landis gave
pursuit on foot and took the driver into custody as he was trying to make entry into a home on
Canyon Highlands Drive.
The driver of the truck was the sole occupant and was identified as Christopher South,
born 5/13/88 and currently on parole for burglary. A search of the truck revealed the can of
pepper spray used at the home invasion in Forbestown and the property taken from the same
place. South was placed under arrest for possession of stolen property, vehicle theft and home
invasion and taken to the Butte County Sheriff’s Office Investigations Unit for further interview.
The case is still under investigation and further charges may be pending.
There were no injuries as a result of this incident. If you have any information regarding
this crime, please call the Butte County Sheriff’s Office at (530)538-7321.
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