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NEWS RELEASE

March 7, 2011 

Contact: Mike Crump, Public Works Director, (530) 538-7681

Oroville, CA – Butte County officials announced that they have been awarded a $640,000 grant from Caltrans Highway Safety Improvement Program for roadway safety improvements along the Skyway between Chico and Paradise. The grant will allow the Public Works Department to install pavement edge line rumble strips along this entire section of roadway as well as place a concrete median barrier and driver speed feedback signs on the down hill curve at the west end of the project.

Over the past ten years, there have been eight recorded fatalities and 145 injury accidents along this section of Skyway. Most of these accidents are attributed to unsafe speeds coupled with the vehicle running off the road.

The rumble strips provide an audible and vibratory warning signal to motorists who drive past the edge of the traveled way.  The driver feedback message signs will warn drivers of their excessive speed as they approach the ninety degree curve at the bottom of the hill for the west bound traffic.

The Public Works Department expects to begin construction in 2012 after completing the design and environmental review of the project. 
