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Governor Newsom’s Water Actions
By Paul Gosselin

Barely a month in, newly elected Governor Newsom wasted no time delving
into water issues. One of his first policy directives was to provide clean
drinking water to disadvantaged communities. Many small, disadvantaged
communities, particularly in the San Joaquin Valley, are plagued with
contaminated water supplies and no financial means to secure clean
drinking water. His proposed budget, released on January 7, 2019, provides
$140 million for clean drinking water to disadvantaged communities. The
source of the funds would come from a statewide tax on all residential
water users, increased fees on fertilizers and a fee on feed lots. A similar
measure was debated in the last legislative session and failed to be enacted.
On February 13, 2019, he signed a package of legislation which provided
$10 million for emergency drinking water projects and $10 million to local
water districts for technical assistance related to compliance with current
drinking water standards. He viewed the legislation as a first step to
address the clean drinking water crisis in some communities. The
emergency water supply funding was part of a legislative package (Assembly
Bill 72 and Assembly Bill 73) that appropriated $131 million for emergency
preparedness and disaster relief. The legislation included $31.3 million for a
three-year commitment to offset and backfill 100% of the property tax loss
for Butte County and six other counties ravaged by wildfires in 2017 and
2018.
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DWR’s Sacramento Valley Subsidence Report Hits the Streets
By Kelly Peterson

The long awaited Department of Water Resources (DWR) Sacramento Valley subsidence report, “2017 GPS
Survey of the Sacramento Valley Subsidence Network”, was released at the end of January. This report
reflects an extensive effort led by DWR with over 19 cooperating agencies to capture and report on changes
in subsidence (the gradual sinking of the ground surface from underground movement of materials, i.e.
groundwater pumping) at a number of locations across the Sacramento Valley between two years, 2008 and
2017. Some of the main concerns regarding subsidence is due to the fact that it can potentially cause damage
to critical infrastructure, including water delivery systems, levees, roads, and bridges.
In 2008, DWR, Butte County and other regional partners performed the initial Global Positioning System (GPS)
survey of the monitoring network to establish a baseline measurement for future comparisons. The GPS
monitoring network covers 11 counties from Shasta County at the north end of the valley to Solano and
Sacramento counties in the south with over 300 benchmarks spaced on average, about 4.3 miles apart. The
network was resurveyed again in 2017 using similar methods and equipment as those used in the 2008
survey and results were analyzed to depict the change in height at each monument between those two years.
They found that in general, most areas of the Sacramento Valley, including Butte County, have experienced
little to no subsidence, however there are areas within Colusa, Yolo, Glenn and Sutter counties that have
experienced some subsidence between those two years. Results indicate that the greatest changes occurred
in the Arbuckle area within Colusa County with a maximum change of -2.14 feet (ft.) between those two
years. However, the largest spatial extent of declines was observed in eastern Yolo County in the area from
Zamora to Davis, with several benchmarks showing changes between -0.3 ft. and -1.1 ft. Additionally, in the
Artois and Orland area of Glenn County, three stations, showed declines between -0.44 ft. and -0.59 ft. Lastly,
an area on the south side of the Sutter Buttes also showed declines in ground surface elevations ranging from
-0.19 ft. to -0.36 ft.
To provide some context regarding the observed changes, it should be noted that during the time of the 2017
survey, groundwater levels in the Sacramento Valley were recovering from the severe drought of 2012 – 2016
when most of the groundwater levels in the Sacramento Valley had reached historic lows. The 2017 water
year was the wettest precipitation year on record. During the drought, the largest groundwater level
decreases in Colusa and Glenn Counties were 43 ft. and 58 ft. respectively, compared to 2011 pre-drought
conditions. While there were some observed declines in ground surface elevations throughout the
Sacramento Valley between 2008 and 2017, it is interesting to recognize that during the resurvey of 2017,
groundwater levels had shown an average recovery of about seven feet since 2015. While there is no definite
way to know when the subsidence in these areas occurred due to the fact that the period of time between
when the two surveys was taken was nine years (2008 and 2017), the report indicates that it likely occurred
during the 2012 - 2016 drought when groundwater levels in many wells reached historic lows due to
increased groundwater pumping and reduced recharge. One of the recommendations of the report suggests
that future surveys should occur more frequently, perhaps every three to five years to better capture when
potential changes in ground surface elevations occur.
To view the full report and / or fact sheet about this newly released report please visit https://water.ca.gov/
News/News-Releases/2019/January/Survey-Shows-Areas-of-Land-Subsidence
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DWR Finalizes Modified Subbasin Boundaries!
By Christina Buck

On February 11th, 2019 The Department of Water Resources (DWR) released the final Basin Boundary
Modification decisions. Butte County submitted modification requests in 2018 for the Vina, West Butte,
East Butte, and Wyandotte Creek subbasins and all of these modifications were accepted and approved.
Several neighboring subbasins also submitted modification requests and these were also all approved.
As a result, the map shows the final groundwater subbasins in Butte County and the surrounding
region. It is wonderful to see this sub-process of SGMA implementation come to a close so that
development of governance and Groundwater Sustainability Plans in these subbasins can continue with
certainty as to the basin boundaries.
Click on the following links to view 2018 Final Basin Boundary Modifications results from DWR:
Summary Table
Summary of Individual Basins
Modified Basins Map
For additional information, please refer to the Basin Boundary Modifications webpage.

>>> Newsom (cont.)
Mid-February, Governor Newsom named Joaquin Esquivel as chair of the State Water Resources
Control Board (SWRCB). Although appointments are not typically noteworthy, the five-member Board
is important locally because they are in the process of developing the Bay Delta Water Quality Control
Plan and permitting decisions on the California WaterFix. Mr. Esquivel has been on the SWRCB since
2017. Governor Newsom also appointed Laurel Firestone to replace Felicia Marcus. Ms. Firestone is
the co-founder of the Community Water Center.
The biggest action taken by Governor Newsom thus far was his support for a single tunnel approach
instead of the twin tunnel concept for the California WaterFix. To recap, the Department of Water
Resources (DWR) and U.S. Bureau of Reclamation have been pursuing a project to restore the Delta
ecosystem and improve the reliability of water supplies of the State Water Project and Central Valley
Project. The initial project was called the Bay Delta Conservation Plan (BDCP). A few years ago, the
BDCP was split into two projects and renamed “California WaterFix” and “California EcoRestore." The
California WaterFix is focused on water conveyance actions that include the construction of two water
conveyance tunnels. At the heart of the California WaterFix were two 42-foot diameter tunnels. Butte
County, Delta communities and the Sacramento Valley opposed the California WaterFix design based
on the harm it would cause. The Governor Brown administration sought to place the project on a fast
track but a failure to meet regulatory requirements slowed implementation. With the directive for a
single tunnel, the California WaterFix must undergo a new environmental review and permitting
requirements.
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