
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL 

 
Septic Tank Capacities 

 
NUMBER OF BEDROOMS    MINIMUM SEPTIC TANK CAPACITY  

 
  1, 2, or 3      1,000 gallons 
               4       1,200 gallons 
          5 or 6       1,500 gallons 
 
The amount of leach line required is based on the number of bedrooms proposed and the existing soil 
conditions at any particular site.  Obviously, soil conditions will vary and leach line requirements may 
range from 50 feet per bedroom in the better soils, to 200 feet per bedroom in poorer soils.  Generally, the 
deeper and more porous the soil, the less leach line required.  On sloping ground, leach line must be in-
stalled across the slope.  Leach lines cannot be installed where the ground slope exceeds a 30 foot drop 
in 100 feet horizontal (30%). 
 
A site must be large enough to allow for total replacement of the required leach field so that if problems 
should develop, there will be space to correct the problem.  Occasionally a lot or site may only accommo-
date a one or two bedroom home.  Also, the location of a dwelling on a lot may be severely restricted in 
order to lay out a satisfactory leach line system. 
 
Soil exploration to determine soil depth and/or percolation tests to determine the capability of the soil to 
adequately dispose of the septic tank effluent may be required.  A minimum of 24” of soil above an imper-
vious strata, or water bearing strata, is required.  Percolation tests, when necessary, are required to be 
conducted by a Registered Engineer, Licensed Surveyor, or a Registered Environmental Health Special-
ist.  Satisfactory percolation rates may range up to a maximum of 120 minutes per inch.  Where percola-
tion rates exceed 120 minutes per inch or where soil depth is less that 24”, a septic tank system cannot 
be expected to function satisfactorily, and no permit will be issued. 
 

MATERIALS 
 

Septic tanks may be of approved per-cast concrete, poured in place concrete, concrete block (with all 
voids filled with concrete and inside walls plastered so as to be water tight), approved fiber glass and ap-
proved steel. 
 
Pipe – Building sewer pipe must bear the approval of the Uniform Plumbing code (UPC) or the Interna-
tional Association of Plumbing and Mechanical Officials (IAPMO). 
 
Effective July 1, 1977, leach line pipe and all piping on the discharge side of the septic tank must also 
meet the UPC or the IAPMO standards. 
 

INSPECTIONS 
 

An inspection is made of the site before a permit is issued.  Once a septic tank system is installed, the 
completed system must be inspected before the system may be covered.  Please give as much notice as 
possible when requesting an inspection; at least 24 hours. 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Butte County Public Health Department 
Division of Environmental Health 

202 Mira Loma Drive - Oroville, CA 95965 
(530) 538-7281  (530) 891-2727 

       
SEPTIC TANK SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS 

 
1.  A permit to construct or repair a septic tank system is required before any work is begun. 
 
2.  A permit fee is charged for all new work relating to the septic tank system. 
 
3.  Inspections are required before any work is covered or backfilled. 
 
 
 
CONSTRUCTION NOTES 

 
1.  Minimum septic tank capacity is 750 gallons or larger as required. 
 
2.  The septic tank is to be water-tight and constructed of durable materials including approved 

concrete, fiberglass or 
     polyethylene. 
 
3.  Leach line requirements will depend on soil conditions. 
 
4.  On sloping land, leach lines must follow the contour of the land. 
 
5.  MAXIMUM grade in the leach lines is 4” per 100 feet. Maximum leach line length is 100 feet. 
 
6.  Leach lines must be constructed out of 4” UPC, IAPMO, or NSF approved perforated pipe. 
 
7.  On sloping land, leach lines are connected by a series of distribution boxes and non-

perforated pipe line. 
 
 
 
MINIMUM DISTANCES 

 
     Septic Tank Leach Field 
1.  Private Well         50’       100’ 
2.  Public Well             100’      100’ 
3.  Stream               50’        100’ 
4.  Drainage Channel                25’        50’ 
5.  Lake          50’       200’ 
6.  Property Line           5’         5’ 
7.  Structures (incl. Pools & decks)        5’         5’ 
 


