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Background

Water Quality Regulation in 

California:

• State Water Board

• Regional Water Boards

• Basin Plans

• Onsite Wastewater Guidelines

• Report of Waste Discharge

• Waste Discharge Requirements

• Conditional Waiver
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Tier 3 Impaired Waters:
(303(d) listed waters for Nitrates 
and Pathogens related to septic 
systems)
Region 1: 11
Region 2: 14
Region 3: 7
Region 4: 21
Region 5: 4
Region 6: 0
Region 7: 4
Region 8: 14
Region 9: 9

Butte County:  0

Tiered Requirements
(Continued)

Updated October 20, 2011

Note: There are a total of 489 water bodies 
impaired for Pathogens and Nutrients in the 
303(d) list
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100 feet

600 feet

Impaired Waterway

Nitrate Problems
(New/Replacement Systems)

50% reduction

Pathogen Problems
(New/Replacement Systems)

• TSS 30 mg/l
• FC 200 MPN/100 ml

• Vertical Separation 3 feet

Pathogen Problems
(Existing Systems)

• TSS 30 mg/l
• FC 200 MPN/100 ml

• Vertical Separation 3 feet
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Tiered Requirements
(Continued)
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Part Three. Anticipated Impact 
on Butte County
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Parameter
Tier 1

Requirements
Butte Requirements

Allowable percolation rate 
(7.4)

1-90 mpi
1-240 mpi existing parcel
1-120 mpi new parcel creation

Drainfield setback from 
unstable land mass (7.5.3)

100 feet 50 feet

Drainfield setback from lakes
and ponds (7.5.5)

200 feet 100 feet

Anticipated Impact
(Continued)
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Parameter
Tier 1

Requirements
Butte Requirements

Drainfield setbacks from
public water system water 
source and treatment plant 
(7.5.7-7.6)

Varies 200-1,200 feet 150 feet

Slope (7.7) 25% or less
30% or less (but greater 
slope allowed with 
additional restrictions)

Maximum density for new 
subdivision (7.8)

2.5 acres or greater
0.5-5 acres depending of 
water source and effective 
soil depth

Anticipated Impact
(Continued)
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Parameter
Tier 1

Requirements
Butte Requirements

System designer 
(8.1.1)

Must be qualified 
professional (PE, PG,
or REHS)

Certified installers may design 
standard gravity systems; other 
systems may be designed by PE, 
PG, REHS, Soil Scientist, and others 
determined to be qualified

Vertical separation to 
hardpan or fractured
rock (8.1.4)

5 feet

Standard Gravity System
3  feet
18 inches for existing parcels 5 acres 
or larger when additional 
requirements are applied

Supplemental Treatment System
24 inches parcel creation
18 inches supplemental treatment

Vertical separation to 
groundwater (8.1.6)

5-20 feet depending 
on percolation rate

Anticipated Impact
(Continued)
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Parameter
Tier 1

Requirements
Butte Requirements

Drainfield sizing 
(8.1.7 Table 2)

Application rate based 
on soil texture and 
structure

Application rate based on texture
only, and typical assume faster 
percolation than Tier 1 Table 2

Maximum drainfield 
depth (8.1.8)

10 feet

Trench deeper than 36 inches 
backfilled to within 24 inches of the 
surface with sand; 

Trench deeper than 48 inches also 
must use pressure distribution; 

Seepage pits allowed with 
supplemental treatment

Maximum rock 
fragment in soil 
(8.1.11)

50% by volume
No restriction in rock content, but 
more restrictive for fast percolating 
soil

Anticipated Impact
(Continued)
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Part Four. Workshops and 
Public Comment
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Water Board Workshops
1-4 p.m. and 6-9 p.m.
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www.buttecounty.net/publichealth

1-2-3 for More Information
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Headlines and Hot Topics

1. Draft AB 885 policy

2. Link to the Water Board 
website for draft policy

3. This presentation

3

1-2-3 for More Information


