
 

 

 
 
October 14, 2009 
 
Dear Employer: 
 
Butte County Public Health Department is providing this “Influenza Communication Tool Kit” to offer guidance to 
businesses during this flu season. 
 
The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) anticipates that pandemic H1N1 influenza will circulate along with regular 
influenza viruses this fall and winter, and states that infection rates could be two to three times higher than usual, as 
both pandemic H1N1 flu and the seasonal flu circulate and sicken people simultaneously. The CDC estimates 
illness rates at 40 percent among school-aged children, and an estimated 20 percent among working adults. Thus, 
at any given time a substantial proportion of the workforce may be out due to illness or caring for ill family members. 
 

Employers should develop specific plans to protect employees and maintain operations during the upcoming flu 
season. The tools in this kit can help you understand more about pandemic influenza and what you need to do to 
prepare as a business.  This tool-kit will also guide you in finding a wide range of informational materials about both 
seasonal and pandemic H1N1 flu virus through our Butte County Public Health Department’s (BCPHD) website 
www.buttecounty.net/publichealth .   
 

On BCPHD’s website you will find resources including: 
 

·  Prevention tips; 
·  Frequently asked questions and answers; 
·  Toll free information line (1-866-444-2405) for Butte County residents; 
·  Links to Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and California Department of Public Health; 
·  Informational posters and brochures; 
·  Local and state data about the status of both seasonal and pandemic H1N1 flu;  
·  Information on seasonal and H1N1 vaccine. 
 
 

I encourage you to use the BCPHD Web site and share this information with your employees as appropriate. 
 

I appreciate your help and support in this effort.  Do not hesitate to contact BCPHD if you need additional 
information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Mark Lundberg, M.D. 
Butte County Health Officer 
 
 
 


