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Another Three-Strike Appeal Denied under the New Law  

 

Another of several “three-strikers” eligible for resentencing pursuant to the recently passed three-

strike reform law was denied a reduction of his 25 years - life sentence today in Butte County 

Superior Court.  

 

Rodney Quincy Poor, 63, formerly of Oroville, was convicted by a jury October 20, 1997 of the 

felony crime of Manufacturing Methamphetamine.  Because he had four prior felony “strikes”, 

he faced life in prison under the then three-strikes law.  That law required two prior “strikes” in 

order to expose a defendant to a life sentence upon conviction of any subsequent felony.  Poor 

had four prior “strikes”- two separate convictions for robbery, and two convictions for assaulting 

two victims with a firearm during a road rage incident.  Immediately after his 1997 conviction, 

Poor brought a motion before the trial judge to have his potential sentence reduced to less than 

life.  However, Judge William Patrick denied his motion at that time based upon Poor’s 

extensive criminal record and sentenced him to 25 years to life in prison.        

 

This past November 2012, Proposition 36 was passed by the voters to change the three-strikes 

law that had been in effect since 1994, and require that a third strike by a defendant must be a 

serious or violent felony before a life sentence could be imposed. The new law also allowed 

those prisoners who had been convicted of a third strike that was not a serious or violent felony 

to seek resentencing if they had been sentenced to a life term.  

 

District Attorney Mike Ramsey explained that even though Poor’s conviction of Manufacturing 

Methamphetamine would be considered a serious felony by most lay persons, it was not on the 

list of serious/violent felonies adopted by the state legislature. As such, Poor seized upon the 

opportunity to seek resentencing by filing a petition in Butte County Superior Court shortly after 

the new law passed in November 2012.  

 

At the resentencing hearing today, Ramsey said the prosecution argued against lessening Poor’s 

original sentence by pointing out his extensive prior record showed him to be dangerous. Ramsey 

said the prosecution invoked the provision of the new three-strikes law which allowed a judge 

discretion to deny resentencing if a defendant’s past “criminal conviction history” and his 

“disciplinary record and record of rehabilitation while incarcerated” shows the defendant’s “new 

(lesser) sentence would result in an unreasonable risk of danger to public safety.”  
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Ramsey said Poor’s prison record since 1997 was extremely poor with numerous prison crimes 

including refusals to obey orders, possession of contraband, assaulting another inmate, and 

participating in a prison riot. 

 

Judge Kristen Lucena listened to the evidence presented by both sides and found Poor’s record 

and prison/jail behavior, along with his minimal efforts at rehabilitation, made him an 

unreasonable risk of danger to public safety.  Poor must serve about 9 more years before he 

becomes eligible for parole. 

 

Ramsey said there are 47 Butte County criminals sentenced to 25 years to life since the three-

strikes law was enacted in 1994. There are only about 11 who are now eligible for resentencing 

under the new version of the law. “We will be looking at each of these cases individually to 

determine under the law whether the defendant is an unreasonable risk of danger to the 

community to be resentenced. It should be noted each of these defendants had a hearing before a 

judge at the time of his original sentencing to determine if the life sentence was fair and each 

judge found it to be fair at the time. Any resentencing of a defendant now will be largely 

dependent upon his efforts at rehabilitation and remaining discipline-free in prison.”  

 

Ramsey said all cases which were and are considered for three-strike sentencing undergo a 

rigorous and extensive internal review before his office pursues a life sentence. 

 

 


