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Gang Member Pleads in Shooting Case 

 

A Chico gang member, who shot at a rival gang member but missed and hit the front of a 

home near downtown Chico, plead no contest to assault and weapons charges this morning in 

Butte County Superior Court. Gregorio Antonio Perez-Garcia, 21, plead no contest to Assault 

with a Firearm, Possession of a Sawed-Off Shotgun, and Active Participation in a Criminal Street  

Gang.  District Attorney Mike Ramsey said as a condition of his plea, Perez-Garcia stipulated to 

a term of 15 years and 4 months in state prison when he is scheduled to be sentenced on August 

7, 2012.  

 The charges arose out of a September 10, 2011 incident in Chico.  At approximately 8:12 

p.m. on that evening Chico Police received multiple 911 calls of two gunshots fired in the area 

the intersection of 18
th

 Street and Broadway Street.  Based upon witness interviews, Chico Police 

determined the occupants of two separate vehicles, a light-colored van and a dark-colored sedan, 

shot at each other in the intersection of 18
th

 Street and Broadway Street.  According to witnesses, 

the two vehicles sped off in opposite directions after the shots were fired. Luckily, no bystanders 

were wounded.  However crime scene investigators found damage to the front of a nearby home. 

Approximately 12 pellets of a shotgun round known as birdshot hit the home’s screen door, front 

door and porch light. Fortunately nobody was at home at the time the shot hit the residence.    

 Based upon the witnesses’ descriptions of the vehicles and drivers, Chico P.D. gang 

detective Ben Love tentatively identified Gregorio Perez-Garcia, a known criminal street gang 

member, as a potential suspect who had a light-colored van. At approximately 9 p.m., Chico 

Police officers located the light-colored van abandoned on Jackson Street in Chico.  Inside the 

van officers located a sawed-off shotgun with the stock removed and a pistol grip added.  Shortly 

thereafter detectives located Gregorio Perez-Garcia in the 700 block of Wisconsin Street. After a 

short foot pursuit, Perez-Garcia was captured.   

 After being captured Perez-Garcia was interviewed by Detective Love.  Perez-Garcia told 

the detective he had been driving the light-colored van when he had come across a known 

member of a rival gang driving a dark-colored sedan in the opposite direction.  Perez-Garcia 

admitted he was armed with the sawed-off shotgun when he and the rival gang member 

exchanged insults. He said they each pulled guns and each fired one shot at the other at they 

passed each other in their vehicles. Perez-Garcia did not identify the rival gang member, nor were 

police able to positively identify him.     

Ramsey said he was pleased with the long sentence and hoped it would send a message 

that such extraordinarily dangerous conduct would not be tolerated.   

 


