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Butte County Public Works Employee Charged with Embezzling Public Funds 

 

District Attorney Mike Ramsey announced today the filing of felony charges against a Butte 

County Public Works employee for allegedly pocketing gift cards and cash during the sale of 

trees from county right of ways. Charles Bryan Graves, 46, a Civil Engineer Associate 

responsible for the supervision of the county’s road maintenance crews, and 11-year employee of 

the county Public Works department, is due to appear in court on June 8, 2012 on three felony 

counts of embezzlement of public funds.  The charges are the result of a month-long 

investigation which began when the District Attorney received an anonymous complaint claiming 

Graves was selling valuable walnut and other trees during the course of his employment and was 

pocketing cash or gift cards from those sales. 

 

Ramsey said Graves was the supervisor in charge of the trees in county right of ways at the 

Public Works department. As part of his duties he would solicit bids or offers for tree work 

within those county right of ways. Some of that work resulted in the county paying tree 

contractors to remove dead or dying trees from the county right of ways. But, Ramsey said, in a 

few incidents, the trees, usually black walnut trees prized for their burled wood, would fetch 

offers of money over and above the cost of removal.  

 

In one transaction a local wood company paid Graves $5000 for a walnut tree to be removed 

from a street in North Chico at the end of last year.  At Graves’ request that payment was divided 

into three parts -- a $3500 check payable to the County of Butte, a $1000 Costco gift card and a 

$500 Walmart gift card. Ramsey said Public Works records showed Butte County received the 

$3500 check, but not the gift cards. Investigation showed Graves used the $1000 Costco gift card 

for personal purchases. DA investigators recovered the merchandise purchased on that card, but 

discovered the $500 Walmart card was not used and an equivalent card was recovered.  

 

The same wood company negotiated with Graves to purchase olive and walnut stumps which 

were stored in the county’s equipment yard in Durham for $700.00 cash in early 2011.  County 

records showed no receipt of that cash. DA investigators however recovered $700 cash from 

Graves, who claimed he “forgot” to turn it in. 

  

Finally, Graves arranged for two additional walnut stumps to be removed from a county right of 

way on the Midway, south of Speedway Avenue, in Chico.  The above wood company purchased 

the stumps for $1000 in cash given to Graves on December 28 2010. The money was never 

turned in to Butte County.   



 

 

 

Ramsey said the county Public Works Department was entirely cooperative in and integral to the 

investigation. Graves was removed from the department and placed on administrative leave by 

Public Works Director Mike Crump as the DA’s investigation developed. Crump expressed his 

“profound shock and disappointment” that a long term trusted employee could allegedly engage 

in such a breach of the public confidence and is conducting an internal personnel investigation. 

Graves remains on administrative leave during the pendency of the administrative investigation.  

Because it is a personnel matter, Crump cannot provide any additional details.  All inquiries 

pertaining to the criminal investigation and prosecution should be directed to the District 

Attorney’s Office.  

 


