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Live by gang rules; Suffer the consequences

A Butte County Superior Court judge today sentenced a Chico gang member to 10 years
in prison after telling the young man that “if you live by gang rules, you’ll suffer the
consequences.”

Judge Steven J. Howell sentenced Jose Banuelos, 18, for a February 28, 2008 gang-
related shooting near the Hank Marsh Junior High School in Chico. Chico Police arrested
Banuelos for firing a handgun at and wounding another 18-year-old rival gang member during a
confrontation in which the rival was armed with a baseball bat. Witnesses said Banuelos fired
one shot at the victim from a distance of about fifty feet. The victim suffered a gunshot wound to
his right arm. 

The shooting was witnessed by multiple uninvolved bystanders including at least four
young teens.  The shooting took place near the intersection of Forest Avenue and Amanda Way
at about 3:30 P.M. School was not in session at the time of the arrests. 

After the shooting, Banuelos and three other gang members ran from the scene.  All four
suspects were arrested by Chico Police officers and an FBI agent at Hank Marsh Junior
High School shortly after the shooting. 

Arrested with Banuelos were Leonel Gutierrez, 19, of Paradise, Juan Chavez, 18, of
Chico and Raul Ruiz, 18, of Chico.

Chico Police discovered a .22 caliber semi-automatic handgun buried in landscaping bark
at an apartment complex near the scene of the shooting.  Ruiz, Chavez, and Gutierrez were
convicted of felony accessory charges for attempting to hide the firearm. Chavez received felony
probation with six months jail time for his part. Ruiz and Gutierrez are pending sentencing. 

At the sentencing hearing today, DA Gang Unit prosecutor Mark Murphy requested a 10
year prison term noting that Banuelos’s actions placed uninvolved bystanders at substantial risk. 
The prosecutor also noted the defendant was on probation at the time of the shooting for a
previous gang-related fight. 
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The defense requested Banuelos be placed on probation due to his young age.

While sentencing Banuelos to ten years in prison, Judge Howell noted that the defendant
“threw his lot in with gangs” and if he “lives by gang rules, he will suffer the consequences.” 
Judge Howell said that while the defendant was a young man, the shooting was serious and could
have harmed bystanders. 

District Attorney Mike Ramsey said due to time and location of the shooting “it is very
fortunate that no innocent bystanders were struck by gunfire.”


