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A Chico gang member was sentenced today to 18 years for pushing a loaded handgun into the
forehead of a disabled victim. 

Butte County District Attorney Mike Ramsey announced today that Nicholas Baker, 34, was
sentenced to the upper term of 18 years for assault with a semi-automatic firearm. 

According to witnesses, on November 8, 2007 shortly after 7:00 P.M., Baker pulled a gun from
his waistband and displaying the gun to the 39-year-old victim and asked, “What do you think of
that?” Baker showed the victim the weapon was loaded, put a round in the firing chamber and
pressed the muzzle of the gun against the victim’s forehead. 

Baker then threatened to kill the victim.

Investigators discovered a small circular laceration between the victim’s eyes.

Witnesses said Baker blamed the victim for the separation of Baker’s parents. The victim is a
member of Baker’s extended family.

Baker also told the victim he was a gang member. Investigators discovered Baker had multiple
gang tattoos.

The assault took place at a trailer park on East Lassen in Chico. Chico Police arrested Baker as
he was attempting to leave the trailer park. A loaded semi-automatic handgun was discovered in
Baker’s truck. 

Baker’s defense attorney requested a 12 year sentence. The prosecution noted Baker had a 1995
conviction for assault with a firearm where Baker shot a person in Glenn County. 

When sentencing Baker to the upper term, Butte County Superior Court Judge Robert Glusman
noted Baker’s extensive criminal record of two felonies, 17 misdemeanors and that Baker had
served a prior prison term. Judge Glusman also noted the victim was particularly vulnerable due
to multiple disabilities.

Ramsey said the lengthy sentence was necessary to protect the community from bullying gang
conduct.


