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LITTLE LEAGUE EMBEZZLER SENT TO PRISON

A 34-year-old Gridley woman was sentenced today to prison for twice embezzling funds from
the Gridley Little League. Eryka Connie Abella had been previously convicted of embezzling
more than $32,800 last year while serving as treasurer of the little league. While on bail awaiting
sentencing on a charge of felony grand theft, she called a Gridley bank where the league had their
account and falsely represented herself as still being the treasurer on the account and had the
bank transfer funds to make her car payment of $645.89.

A new investigation of this second theft resulted in Abella being found guilty on new charges on
July 7, 2010 after a court trial. She was remanded into custody at the time. 

At her sentencing today Abella stated she was remorseful and requested probation from the
judge, pleading that she was a mother with children and no prior criminal record. Deputy District
Attorney Kit Carson pointed out that she had really shown no remorse throughout the protracted
proceedings and once had to be reminded to come to court while she was out on bail. 

Judge Steven Howell denied her bid for probation and sentenced Abella to two years in prison
for the first grand theft case, eight months consecutive for the second grand theft car payment
case, plus two years consecutive for committing her second offense while out on bail, for a total
term in prison of four years eight months. 

The judge additionally ordered restitution of $33,524.02 to the Gridley Little League with 10
percent interest added. He did credit Abella with $9000 she had previously paid back. 

District Attorney Mike Ramsey noted that his office has had an upsurge in embezzlement cases
over the past two years. Ramsey noted the poor economy has tempted those in “positions of
trust”  to steal. Ramsey said it is necessary for all benevolent organizations to put in systems of
control to prevent theft. “Trust but verify,” Ramsey said, quoting a previous U.S. President. 


