
Bay Delta Conservation PlanBay Delta Conservation Plan
(BDCP)(BDCP)(BDCP)(BDCP)

presentation forpresentation forpp
Northern Sacramento Valley Water ForumNorthern Sacramento Valley Water Forum

11/16/201011/16/2010
bbbyby

Russ SteinRuss Stein
Department of Water Resources Department of Water Resources pp

1



OverviewOverviewOverviewOverview

Why BDCPWhy BDCPWhy BDCPWhy BDCP
Who is involved in BDCPWho is involved in BDCP
Wh ’ i BDCPWh ’ i BDCPWhat’s in BDCPWhat’s in BDCP
Uncertainty in BDCPUncertainty in BDCP
When BDCPWhen BDCP

2



Why BDCPWhy BDCP

3



Bay Delta Conservation PlanBay Delta Conservation Plan

Di i b i l 2005 I i i d i 2006Discussions began in late 2005  - Initiated in 2006
SWP/CVP Delta permitting complexity
dual goals of more reliable water supply and 
restored Delta ecosystem

Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP Section 10)
Natural Community Conservation Plan (NCCP)
Multi-species and longer term permits
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Who is involved inWho is involved in 
BDCP
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Parties and RolesParties and Roles

BDCP Steering CommitteeBDCP Steering Committee
Regulatory/Approving Agencies
CEQA and NEPA lead agencies
Cooperating AgenciesCooperating Agencies
Other Interests
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What’s in the BDCPWhat s in the BDCP 
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BDCP Goals
2006 Planning Agreement

Preserve restore and enhance aquatic riparianPreserve, restore and enhance aquatic, riparian 
and associated terrestrial natural communities 
and ecosystems that support Covered Speciesand ecosystems that support Covered Species 
within the Planning Area through conservation 
partnershipspartnerships
Allow for projects to proceed that restore and 
protect water supply water quality andprotect water supply, water quality and 
ecosystem health within a stable regulatory 
frameworkframework
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Conservation StrategyConservation Strategy
Conveyance/Operations 
Habitat Restoration

Tidal Marsh
Floodplain Inundation
Channel Margin HabitatChannel Margin Habitat

Other Stressors 
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WWater 
Conveyance 
Al iAlternatives
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BDCP Key Hood Bypass Criteria
Yolo Bypass  - Fremont Weir

Operational

Factors

• Hood Bypass

• OMR Flows

Delta Cross Channel

OMR

OMR Flows

• Delta Outflow

• Fremont Weir

Delta Outflow

OMR• State and federal 
Water Rights
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OperationsOperations
Flow Criteria Reports

Highlights need for integrated solution
Implement non flow measures
Adaptive decision making 

Integrating Flow Criteria Reportsg g p
Consider criteria to assess risk to BDCP
Develop packages of Conservation Measuresp p g
Considering range of operations
Develop a science programDevelop a science program
Evaluate in the EIR/S

12



H biHabitat 
Restoration 
AAreas
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Habitat Restoration Conservation Measures
BDCP Steering Committee Handout - March 25, 2010g ,

Tidal Habitat Restoration 
Restore up to 65,000 acres of freshwater and brackish tidal p ,
habitat 

Channel Margin Habitat Enhancement
E h 20 t 40 li r mil i th D ltEnhance 20-to-40 linear miles in the Delta

Riparian Habitat Restoration 
Restore at least 5,000 acres of riparian forest and scrub

Seasonally Inundated Floodplain Restoration 
Restore at least 10,000 acres of seasonally inundated 
floodplainfloodplain

Fremont Weir/Yolo Bypass Habitat Improvements
Modify Fremont Weir to provide fish passage 
Provide for more frequent and longer inundations of Yolo 
Bypass
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Other Stressors Conservation Measures
BDCP Steering Committee Handout - March 25, 2010g ,

Help maintain Stockton Deep Water Ship Channel dissolved 
l l b l l th t i i d fi h ioxygen levels above levels that impair covered fish species

Reduce illegal harvest of salmonids and sturgeon
De elop Hatcher and Genetic Management PlansDevelop Hatchery and Genetic Management Plans
Develop Conservation Hatcheries for delta and longfin smelt
Implement predator controlImplement predator control
Develop and implement non-physical fish barriers
Minimize methylation of inorganic mercury in BDCP habitatMinimize methylation of inorganic mercury in BDCP habitat 
restoration areas caused by BDCP restoration actions
Implement non-native aquatic vegetation control
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Covered Activities and
A i d F d l A iAssociated Federal Actions

Operations and maintenance of existing State Water Project p g j
and Federal Central Valley Project facilities
Power generation water use
New water facilities construction, operations, and 
maintenance
Habitat restoration, enhancement, and management actions
Activities to reduce contaminants
Monitoring and research programs
Other conservations measures
E iEmergency actions
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Uncertainty in  BDCPy

17



UncertaintyUncertainty

Climate Change/Sea Level RiseClimate Change/Sea Level Rise
Levee Failures
I i S iInvasive Species
Effectiveness of Conservation Measures
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Management of UncertaintyManagement of Uncertainty

I i i l S N d b A i B dInitial Strategy Needs to be Action Based 
With Strong Monitoring Component
Adaptive Management
Longer Term Strategy Needs to be Outcome g gy
Based with Integrated Adaptive Management
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Wh BDCPWh BDCPWhen BDCP When BDCP 
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Process for Completing – TimelineProcess for Completing Timeline

Draft BDCP status document in late 2010Draft BDCP status document in late 2010
Public Review Drafts 2011 

D f BDCPDraft BDCP 
Draft EIR/EIS 

Biological Assessment and Biological Opinion 
in 2012
Final EIR/EIS, Permit Issuance in 2012
Begin Implementation in 2012eg p e e tat o 0
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