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Wihat yeu can do to help

Dol really need to you Usera pesticider or
fertiizer?

Are there less toxic or nen-toxic
alternatives availlanie?

Check eut avallanle infermation on Weld-
Sites suchi as these provided by the UC
IRV program.




[PV

Plant pest-resistant or well-adapted plant Vareties such as native plants.
Discourage: pests by modifying the way you design, water, fertilize, and manage your garden.

Alter the garden or home envirenment to deprive pests of the food, water, shelter, or other
requirements they. need to thrive.

Keep pests out ofi the home and garden using barriers, screens, and caulking.
Sguash, trap, wash' off, or prune out pests.

Rely on [ in your garden to kil pests, therehy: eliminating the need for insecticides
that may end Upin curwatenways.

Pesticides shouldfonly be used wien nonchemical methods; are ineffective and pests are reaching
Intolerable: levels; cheese products carefully so that the least toxic, most effective material is
used.

Learn how! to
pests with least toxic methods:
provide guick amswers fior seme commoen home and landscape pests.
pages gives more detailed information for hundreds of pests.
Properly, water, fertilize, and care fior plants te reduce future pest problems.
See more tips on environmentally-friendly’ gardening practices:







Buying Pesticides

CHOOSING THE RIGHT PESTICIDE

e first stepiin cneosing a pesticide IS te accurately.
identify the erganism (e.g., the SPecIfic INSect, Weed,, of
plant disease) that Isicausing the preblem. Iif the pest IS
misidentified, yourwill not berable to cheose an effective
PESticIde or other management strategy. i yoularent
confident that yeu' can: de) this Using your ewn
experience; get help firom: yeur University: off Califieraia
Cooperative: Extension| office’ or other relianle source.
Use the plant preklem-solving takles inithe hack of
University: off Califernia Agrculture ana Natural
Reseurces publications,

and to
identify, major pests en most common garden plants.




Buying Pesticides

Before purchasing a pesticide, alser check the label to e

sure It IS approprate o Use: en youl plants er treatment
site. Eor Instance:

Be sure the particular type ofi plant or site you plan; to
treat Is listedren the:lanel:

Do) not Use pesticides laheled for tse on ernamental
plants;on plants that will be eaten,

INEever: userpesticides laneled for “eutdoeer use enly*
INAGO)S.

Pesticides can Seriously’ damage seme plants; read the
lalbel to be sure treated plants wen't be injured.




Choesing Pesticides

Einally, WHRenRI cheesing pesticides, rememiber that most
PEstICIdes: (even! the more toxic enes) only control
certain stages off the pest. Many insecticides kill' enly: the
larval (e.q., caterpiliars) stage, net the eggs) or pupae.
Other Insecticides target only adults. Many fungicides
are preventive treatments and will- not eliminate
INfectiens; that have already: started, altheugh they may.
slew thelr spread. Likewise, seme: herlicides
(preemergence herbicides) Killl germinating Weeads buit
not establishied enes, While others (postemergence
nerkicides) are effective against actively growing Weeads.




Using Pesticides

I'f you must use pesticides, follow these tips to reduce pesticide effects on
your lecal waternways:

Identify your pest preblem and choeose the least texic pesticide that targets your pest
and achieves the: results you want. Eer information’ abeut pest identification and
mManagement, see

Determine hew muchi pesticide you need and buy: enly: the amoeunt that you can use
u|ox
Use spot treatments Whenever possible.

Always wear a leng-sleeved shirt, pants, eye protection, and other equipment
reguired on the pesticide: centainer: lalkel.

off inusedi chemicals prepery and accerding to lakbel instructions:
Outdeers
Avoeld everwatering after applying pesticides or fertilizers.
Never: let pesticide runofif flow: inte stonm: drains.
Do net apply: pesticides; outdoors WheR rainiis ferecast or When it 1s windy: eut.
Avoid applying pesticides on| paved areas o near Watemnvays.




Check Items

Keep Pesticides Out of Our Waterways by Fellewing These Guidelines.

Pesticides applied in the garden can move offi target by drifting in the air or washing ofif into storm
drains or creeks.

lllustrations by C. Rusconi.

Be aware ofi weather patterns and doinot apply: pesticides just priox to ramniall or during windy: conditions.

Avoidl applying pesticides to hard surfaces, such as sidewalks or driveways, where they can easily be washed ofi.
Check pesticide [abels fior warnings regarding use near hodies of water: such as, streams; rivers, and lakes.
Never dispose of pesticides in storm drains, sinks, or toilets.

_ Under no circumstances shouldl pest control eguipment be cleaned in a location where rinse water could flow
into gutters, storm drains, 6 Open Watenwvays.

Never apply: moere than the rate listed oni a pesticide label.
Beraware that some pesticides are more easily: carriedin surface runefi than others and thereiore have a

greater potential te moyve off site during Irrigation; or storms. The leaching and runofif risks of specific pesticides
cani e ebtained from the 1
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Wihat yeu can do to help

=ollow the: directions, on fextilizers and
PEesticIdes,

DO ROt Use te: much or When raim Is
expected.

Mere Isinet necessarily: better!




Wihat yeu can do to help

Do net puit Untised pesticides and
fertilizers dewn the drain.

Ffake them e a lhelsenold hazardous
Waste collectien center for aisposal.

Prepeny: diSpese: of Contalners.




Dispesal of Pesticides

Never fiushor diain

Usiit

Check label for dispesal Instructions
Do net Recycle

DISpese prepally in Gamage.
County: Hazardeuse waiste: collection







