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1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 REGULATORY GUIDANCE

This document is an initia study with supporting environmental studies, which provide justification for a
Mitigated Negative Declaration pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). This
Mitigated Negative Declaration has been prepared in accordance with the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA), Public Resources Code Section 21000 et seg., and the State CEQA Guidelines 14
California Code Regulations Section 15000 et seq.

Aninitial study is conducted by alead agency to determine if a project may have a significant effect on
the environment. In accordance with the CEQA Guidelines Section 15063, an EIR must be prepared if an
initial study indicates that the proposed project under review may have a potentially significant impact on
the environment. A Negative Declaration may be prepared instead, if the lead agency prepares awritten
statement describing the reasons why the proposed project would not have a significant effect on the
environment, and therefore, why it does not require the preparation of an EIR (CEQA Guidelines Section
15371). According to CEQA Guidelines Section 15070, a Negative Declaration shall be prepared for a
project subject to CEQA when either:

a) Theinitial study showsthere isno substantial evidence, in light of the whole record before the
agency, that the proposed project may have a significant effect on the environment, or

b) Theinitial study identifies potentially significant effects, but:

(1) Revisionsin the project plans or proposals made by or agreed to by the applicant before
the proposed negative declaration is released for public review would avoid the effects or
mitigate the effectsto a point where clearly no significant effects would occur and;

(2) There is no substantial evidence, in light of the whole record before the agency, that the
proposed project as revised may have a significant effect on the environment.

If revisions are adopted in the proposed project in accordance with the CEQA Guidelines Section
15070(b), a mitigated negative declaration is prepared.

1.2 PURPOSE

The purpose of thisinitial study isto evaluate the potential environmental impacts of the proposed
improvements and installation of traffic signal infrastructure at the Durham-Pentz Road/Butte Campus
Drive Intersection. Mitigation measures have been provided to reduce or eiminate any identified
significant and/or potentially significant impacts.
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