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OVERVIEW

Over the last several years, the communities of Butte County have experienced multiple declared
federal disasters including droughts, floods, fires, and pandemics. Through all of this, the County
continued to provide essential services to our residents including unfailing law enforcement and fire
protection; supportive mental health, behavioral health, and public health services; dependable
infrastructure construction and maintenance; and reliable building and community services. The large
number of survivors and the need to provide housing in jurisdictions outside of the burn areas has led
to populations in cities within Butte County growing to sizes not anticipated for another 10 years. While
recovering from the disastrous events that are beyo
priorities, ensuring we continue to provide the essential services our residents rely on remains critical.
Through the Regional Federal Legislative Platform, the County will advocate for federal assistance in
five major areas, including:
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Community Support

Disaster Recovery Public Safey
Commit to the mitigation, Provide reliable law Provide our residents the
preparation, and recovery of enforcement, fire, and resources they need to
our communities before and emergency management overcome challenges.
after natural disasters. services.
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Land Use and Other Governmental
Infrastructure Functions
Support smart economic growth Support our communities as

and reliable infrastructure. a whole.

2022 Butte County Regional Federal Legislative Platform
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DISASTER RECOVERY

Over the past five years, the communities of Butte County have experienced several
declared federal disasters, including a record-setting drought, the Oroville Dam
Spillway Failure and related flooding from
wildfires including the Wall Fire, the Ponderosa Fire, the Wind Complex Fire, and
the Camp Fire, the most destructive wildfire in the nation in the past 100 years.
Then, in 2020, more disasters hit. Not only did Butte County respond to its
communities and residents through unprecedented public health and economic
turmoil caused by the world-wide coronavirus pandemic, but the County was hit with
yet another devastating wildfire. The North Complex Fire destroyed 2,300
structures, including over 1,500 homes, and burned approximately 125,000 acres in
Butte County. Impacts of these disasters, including unanticipated costs that could
go on for years and reduced local revenues in the form of property taxes, sales
taxes, transient occupancy taxes, and franchise fees, are only exacerbated as the
multiple successive disasters layer upon each other.

o /Disaster Funding

ASupport additonal federal funding for agencies and programs to aid
disaster recovery.

ASupport legislation that waives the local share of cost of all
emergency response and disaster recovery activities.

Aadvocate for funding with minimal cost share for infrastructure
projects destroyed, damaged, or impacted by natural disasters.

Aadvocate for allocation of economic stimulus and disaster relief
funding related to the coronavirus pandemic directly to local
governments, small businesses, community organizations, and
special districts.
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