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The Curious Minds Homeschooling Club
provides a time and a 

place to meet and to learn for the 
library homeschool community patrons

at the Butte County Public Libraries.



Parents and children make 
connections



Many patrons that already use the
Butte County Libraries as a resource for their

homeschool studies attend 
the Curious Minds Homeschooling Club. 

There are return library families 
and new families that come to this library 

program each month. 



A Day in the Life of the
Curious Minds Homeschooling Club



Through word of mouth,
outreach and social media 

new homeschool families have learned 
of the various programs the library offers. 

They come to the library to select materials and 
they also come to check out the 

Curious Minds Homeschooling Club. 



A  partnership has been formed
with library patrons as well as

new homeschool community members, 
through learning of the library services

and this program. 



Learning happens all the time. 
Homeschool families are available 

to come to the libraries during traditional 
school day hours.



Curious Minds Homeschooling Club
Attendance Statistics : 

220 participants over the nine month program

Average attendance is 12 people 
per meeting x 18 total meetings

This program brings an average of 24 patrons 
into the Butte County libraries each month.



Curious Minds Homeschooling 
Club focuses on the concept that

we are always learning.



Curious Minds Homeschooling Club Expenses

Staff Salary Expenses: 
Nine month program budget $990.00

Planning and prep time for 18 meetings the 
average cost for one Library Staff salary was 
$55.00 per two hour meeting, twice a month 

Total Program Staff Salary Expense: 
$110.00 per month (two meetings)



Curious Minds Homeschooling Club Expenses

Supplies/Materials Expenses:
Nine months program budget $720.00 

Purchased reusable and consumable materials
averaged a supplies cost of $39.00 per meeting 
or $3.25 per person twice a month.

Total Program Supplies Expense
$78.00 per month (two meetings)



Children and caregivers are encouraged to 
explore together with hands on materials, 

crafts and games.



A picture is worth a thousand words. 
May this presentation take you on a Curious 

Minds journey!



A homeschooler explores a 
Wave Demonstration model made by another 

7th grade Homeschool student



Learning and strategy



Library staff offers materials, games, 
and initiates group 

storytelling, art, sharing circles and 
laugh-filled charades.



Building Side by Side
Chico



Building together



Building Families

Oroville 



Space Theme with the Library 
Solar System Maker Box



Exploring Space with Magnets 
and a Toddler playing in 

Sunlight



Ready for Creativity



Homeschoolers are a unique community, they 
embrace new experiences 

and they love to learn together. 

The Public Library provides a welcome place to 
gather.



Learning Colors, Left & Right



Puppet Storytelling



In the Curious Minds Homeschooling 
Club all ages are welcome 

and often the older students work 
with the younger ones



Second Generation Homeschooler



New Friendships 



Grandparent and parent connections



Curious Minds Homeschooling Club provides a 
sense of place within the libraries for current and 

new homeschool families to connect and 
participate in library programs.

A community partnership has been formed with 
the homeschool library patrons and going forward 
is bringing more participants into the libraries to 

benefit from library services.



The long term and ongoing benefit 
of the Curious Minds 

Homeschooling Club to Butte 
County libraries and residents is a 

raised awareness of the library and 
participation in its services. 



Made by a homeschool student



Thank you 
Butte County Library Administration and Staff, 

Library Advisory Board and  
North Valley Community Foundation Butte 

County Library Endowment 
for your support of the 

Curious Minds Homeschooling Club

Kathy Brazil 
Library Assistant, Chico Branch 

Butte County, CA



My own Homeschoolers and I in 2013

For more information contact: KBrazil@ButteCounty.net



Through collaborating with the Homeschool 
Community and the Public Library we have 

established a creative partnership. 

The success of the 
Curious Minds Homeschooling Club is a 

wonderful beginning.



Funding for this project, 
the Curious Minds Homeschooling Club 

is made possible in part or in whole by the
North Valley Community Foundation 

Butte County Library Endowment. 


