frequently asked questions

Basin Management Objectives
Butte County Department of Water & Resource Conservation
Chapter 33A
A Butte County ordinance is in
place to help protect the County’s
valuable groundwater resource.
Implemented as Chapter 33A of
the Butte County Code, the BMO
Program provides for systematic
monitoring, reporting, and evaluation of groundwater conditions.
The first BMOs were adopted in
June of 2006. The program underwent review and Chapter 33A was
amended in 2011.

The BMO program provides
data, analysis, and outreach to
those who manage land and
rely on groundwater.

Why establish Basin Management Objectives (BMOs)?
The beneficial use and maintenance of groundwater and
protection of recharge zones is of critical importance to the
economy and environment of the County. BMOs provide
critical data and information to ensure the continued sustainability of groundwater quantity and quality within the
County.
What are the main components of the BMO program? A
strong monitoring program, sound evaluation of data and
information sharing through the Water Advisory Committee (WAC) and the Technical Advisory Committee (TAC),
education/outreach to stakeholders, and clear reporting of
data.
What monitoring is involved? Groundwater levels are
measured in about 100 wells throughout the County four
times per year, typically March, July, August, and October.
The network continues to grow. Water quality (pH, temperature, and Electrical Conductivity) is measured from 12
wells annually in July or August. Extensometers operated
by the Department of Water Resources provide data on
subsidence.
How are BMOs established? Chapter 33A defines clear
procedures to establish BMO Alert Stages for groundwater

Sub-Inventory Units (SIU)
The ordinance defines 16 sub-inventory
units of the Sacramento Valley Groundwater Basin in Butte County. These sub
-inventory units are identified in the
Butte County Inventory and Analysis
Report (March 2001), and represent regions within the County that have similar sources of irrigation water, applied
water usage, and cropping patterns, in
addition to the larger urban areas.
BMOs have been developed in each of
the defined SIUs. The Foothill and
Mountain regions participate in the
Water Advisory Committee (WAC) process but do not develop BMOs.

levels, water quality, and subsidence for each SIU.
For groundwater levels, one of two methods can
be used. Alert Stages for spring and fall groundwater levels are calculated by staff in consultation
with SIU representatives.
What’s the WAC? The Water Advisory Committee plays an important role as a forum for stakeholders to receive data and share information.
The WAC includes SIU representatives as well as
at-large members from municipalities, watershed
groups, the Foothill and Mountain inventory
units, and the Environmental and Agricultural sectors. SIU representatives are appointed by the
Board of Supervisors (Board). The WAC meets
twice each year.
What’s the TAC? The Technical Advisory Committee is a 7 member committee, also appointed
by the Board. The TAC’s role is to evaluate BMO
monitoring data and information provided by SIU
representatives and provide feedback and recommendations. The TAC meets twice with the WAC,
and a third time to technically evaluate the annual
groundwater status report prepared by staff.

What’s the role of a SIU Representative? To act
as a liaison between stakeholders, the Department, and the TAC. They provide input on their
BMOs, monitoring wells, and local conditions to
assist in the evaluation of their BMOs. They also
facilitate outreach to stakeholders in their SIU.
What happens if Alert Stages are exceeded?
Exceeding an Alert Stage indicates that measurements are historically unusual for the particular
location. Outreach to stakeholders and an investigation that includes data collection and possibly
additional monitoring will occur. The TAC evaluates possible causes (for example, hydrological
conditions or changes in water use) and may provide recommendations to the WAC, the Board,
and the public. The BMO program is advisory and
is intended to provide information to those who
manage land and rely on groundwater.
Have BMOs been established in other areas of
the Sacramento Valley? Yes. Glenn and
Tehama Counties have adopted a BMO ordinance.

More Information Available Online at the Butte County Department of Water and Resource Conservation’s website
under ‘BMO’ or Call the Department at 530-538-4343
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