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WELL DRILL ADVISORY GROUP

MEETING NOTES

May 22,2014
TAHOE RooM 4 202 MIRA LOMA DRIVE, OROVILLE

Preliminary Items
A. Call to Order

The meeting began 3:05 p.m.
B. Attendance

John Riley; Christina Buck (Water and Resource Conservation) and Tom Fossum
(Public Works Department) attended as guests; Kristen McKillop, Elaine
McSpadden, and Brad Banner attended and Environmental Health staff.

. Updates

A. Drought Update: Christina presented the latest information on rainfall, snow-
pack, reservoir levels, and watertable level. John reported that there have been
an unusual number of wells going dry this year.

B. Water Conservation Ordinance: Christina and Kristen shared background infor-
mation on Chapter 33 Groundwater Conservation Ordinance that was passed as
a result of Measure G in 1996. This ordinance regulates those who would like to
replace their use of allocated surface water with groundwater and then sell the
unused surface water.

C. Confidentiality of Well Depth and Casing Diameter Information: Kristen report-
ed that she is awaiting a determination by DWR concerning whether well depth
and casing diameter information can be made available to property appraisers.

1. Grading Ordinance Revision

A. Tom reported on the current status of the county Grading Ordinance that is un-
der revision.

V. April 22, 2014 Revision of the Water Well Ordinance (BCC 23B)

A. Brad reported that today (May 22) the updated Well Ordinance is in effect with
new provisions relative to exploratory wells:

1. Direct communication with the property owner is required to provide
staff with the opportunity to explain the requirements for exploratory
wells.
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VI.

2. Exploratory wells must remain capped and unused until the property is
cleared for development through the Parcel Review process.

3. It is a violation of the ordinance for an exploratory well to be used to pro-
vide water for any purpose, including irrigation, and it is a violation of the
ordinance to install a pump or provide electricity to the exploratory well.

4. Fines for violations are substantial (51,000, $3,000, and $5,000 for first,
second, and third offense.

5. The Disclosure statement has been updated so that it no longer allows
for water from the exploratory well to be used for irrigation.

B. Brad provided copies of the FAQ handout and the updated ordinance.

C. John expressed concern strongly that pump installers will be adversely impacted
by the new requirements and pump installation does not require a permit and
pump installers should not be cited if they install a pump for an exploratory well.

D. Kristen explained that pump installers could readily find out if a well is explorato-
ry by either going online with Trakit or by contacted Environmental Health. She
also pointed out that the new requirements only apply to exploratory wells per-
mitted after the May 22 effective date of the ordinance because the ordinance is
not retroactive.

Next Meeting

The next meeting will be scheduled in October and later in the day or in early evening so
that more well drillers and associated professionals will be able to attend.

Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 4:15 p.m.
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HYDROLOGIC CONDITIONS

As of May 1, 2014 statewide hydrologic conditions {and Sacramento River Region, in parenthesis) were
as follows (all numbers are % of average to date):

Precipitation, 50% (60%)

* Runoff, 35% (40%)

* Snowpack, 15% {10%)

* Reservoir storage, 70% (75%)

Norethern Sierra Precipitation: 8-Station Indax, May 21, 2014
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As of May 21, 2014 the Northern Sierra 8-Station Precipitation Index Water Year total was 28.8 inches,
which is about 61% of average for this date,

Data from eight precipitation stations serves as a wetness index for the Sacramento River hydrologic
region. It provides a representative sample of the region’s major watersheds: the upper Sacramento,
Feather, Yuba, and American rivers, which produce inflow to some of California’s largest reservoirs.
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The Sacramento River Region is expected to produce only 40 percent of the normal April-July runoff. In
part, this will result in a 2014 water year type designation of critical for the Sacramento Valley.

Major reservoirs in California stand well below the historical average for May with the only exception
being Pyramid Lake In the south. Lake Oroville storage tracked below 1976-1977 storage levels until the
series of storms in February and March,
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Figure 1. Lake Oroville Current Reservolr Conditions as of May 20, 2014 - storage in acre-feet




BUTTE COUNTY

Meeting Notes — Well Driller Advisory Group

pusiic nearrn  Page 6of 10

May 22, 2014 Water & Resource Conservation
Christina Buck: 538-6265

Ending At Midnight - May 20, 2014
CURRENT RESERVOIR CONDITIONS
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Groundwater elevations in Butte County were measured by the Department of Water Resources
Northern Region the week of March 17, 2014. With historically dry conditions in 2013, groundwater
levels generally were lower in March 2014 compared to spring 2013, Alert stages indicate that many
wells are at or near historical lows. The map also shows that wells in an Alert stage are generally located
in groundwater dependent areas and primarily in the Vina, Chico Urban Area, M&T, Durham/Dayton,
Esquon, and Cherokee sub-regions.
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Butte County Basin Management Objective (BMO) Monitoring Wells in Alert Stage 1 and 2

Of 113 wells measured in spring 2013 and In spring 2014, 89 of them have lower levels this year
compared to last spring, with an average decrease of 5 feet. The greatest decreases are in wells in the
Chico Urban Area (-21 ft), Vina (-13.4 ft), Durham Dayton (-9.2 ft) and M&T (-8.8 ft] sub-regions.

r of the 113 wells showed moderate increases in groundwater level compared to spring 2013

(average increase of 1 ft). Overall, the average change in groundwater level was -4 feet and a number of
wells remain below or near historical laws.

The bar graphs show Information about depth to water for wells by sub-region as well as changes in
groundwater level from spring 2013 to 2014, Note these averages do not account for differences in well
depth, screening Interval, well type, etc.




BUTTE COUNTY

Meeting Notes — Well Driller Advisory Group

Ff... May 22, 2014

pusiic nearrn  Page 8 of 10

May 22, 2014 Water & Resource Conservation
Christina Buck: 538-6265

150
130 | | WAverage DTW| i
|
_ 110 H | Min DTW |
+ ® Max DTW |
£ 90
[ Avwrage OTW labeled,
% 70 mm:lunuwwvmpy
= 50 -
8
,§ 30
2 5

a 23 J{]

f

Richval
Butte Sin

8
Angel Sloug
Llano Sec
Thermalit

Biggs/West Grid
Cheroke

North Yu
Durham/Dayto

Western Can
Chico Urban Are:

Spring 2014 average, minimum, and maximum Depth to Water (OTW) in each sub-region with sverage DTW labeled.

l’ﬁb‘[’!‘lﬁb.l'%}?f%&ai‘

Note: + value indicates Increased WSE,
~value Indcates decreased WSE

v

1

GWL Change (feet)
=

-15 W Average Change in WSE |
20 ® Lowerbound of Range |
® Upperbound of Range

-25 —
- [~ - N o o X Q £ 7'9 @ 2 =
$8ls85288854%8;3¢¢2
c 8 232 F o BEGEDES
23 § " S§t5eg3§ =g
~ E =3 © £ w = ]
o = = - E Y E
8 g = g
S o

| =

Average, minimum, and maximum spring 2013 to spring 2014 change In groundwater levels In each sub-region, with average
change labeled.




BUTTE COUNTY

Meeting Notes — Well Driller Advisory Group

Ff.’ May 22, 2014

pusiic nearrn  Page9of 10

BUTTE COUNTY CATHY A, RAEVEKY, Directon
MARK A. LUNDBERG. M.D.M.PH., HeavLre orricen

WA BUTTECOUNTY. NET/ PUBLICHEALTIE

___ : ENVIROMMENTAL HEALTH DIVISION
PUBLIC HEALTH

Exploratory Wells
-Frequently Asked Questions-

Introduction

The Buite County Board of Supervisors adopted a revision of the Water Well Ordinance (BOC 238) on April 22, 2014,
Ay Exploratory Well with a perrit issued by Environmental Health on or after the effective date of the ordinance
revision (May 22, 20014) will need o be capped and remain unused for any purpose until 8 Parcel Review has been
completed and the parcel is approved for development by the Departments of Public Warks and Developenent
Servioes,

This document is intended o provide additional information about Exploratory Wells and the requirements of the
Water Well Drdinanos.

1. What iz an Exploratory Well?

An Exploratory Well is a water well used anly for the limited purpose af determining the presence of
sufficient potable water on parcels not verified a3 having been created in compliance with state and
loeal laws. The use of Expleratary Wells began in the early 2000s 1o allow developers and potential
purchasers of land to verily the presence ol an adeguate supply of proundwater prior making
significant investroents in their projects or purchases,

2. What is the difference between an Exploratory Well and other types of
domestic drinking water wells?
Exploratory Wells are permitted and constructed exactly like domestic water wells. The difference is
that perrnits for Exploratory Wells are Bsued without a legal lot determination or a determination of

applicable regulatiors and restrictions that could prohibit or restrict the property’s subsequent
development, possibly impacting even the placerment of the well itsell.

3. Are there special requirements and/for restrictions applying to Exploratory
Wells that do not apply to other domestic drinking water wells?

Yes. The requirements and restrictions that apply 1o Explocatory Wells, but not to other domestic

drinking water wedls, include the following:
= Property owners applying for Exploratory Well will need to sign a “Non-Develapment
{Explarstory] Water Well Permit Disclaimer/dcknowledgment™ in which the property
awner: [a) Agrees that the Explorstery Well will not be further developed or used far any

purpese ather than for determining the availability of an adeguate water supply, and [b)
Acknowledging that issuance of the Exploratary Well's Construction Perrit will not eomey
an entitlement for amy further development af the paresl

Updated April 29, 7014
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= After the Exploratory Wedl has been drilled and availability of water has been determined, it
will need 10 be capped and remain undeveloped [ne pump, pressure tank, or electrical
service) amd unused in any way until the pareel i@ approved for developrment by the
Departments of Public Warks and Developrment Services.

Why is there so much concern about legal lot determination in Butte County?

Prios 1o the 1972 revision of the State Subdivision Map Act, an estimated 4,000 o 5,000 parcels
were reated by deed in Butte County that did not conform to county standards at the time of
parcel creation.

ksuance of development perrmits, such as septic, building, or well permits, allows parcels 1o further
develop, even though the parcels might not have met county standards at the time of parced
creation. Inadvertently allowing parcels to develop in this manner can have negative implications for
arderly and safe development, such as allowing residences to be constructed an parcels that do not
have legal aocess.

To prevent developrment permits from being issued and thereby giving development rights o
pareels that did not meet county standards an the time af pareel ereation, the Pareel Review process
wat established in the 1980s and has been administered by the Butte County Public Works
Department since 2005.

. What iz the Parcel Review process?

The Parce| Review process i an interdeparimental review whereby the Department of Public Works
establishes whether the parcel meets all state and local standards that were in place at the time of
pareel ereation and the Department of Developrment Senvices  identifies any conditions or
resirictions on the parcel that might affect future placement af improverments such as wells, septic
systems, roads, and buildings.

. What happens to an Exploratory Well after legal lot determination?

When a parcel with an Exploratery Well is approved for development by the Departments of Public
Wiorks and Development Services, Environmental Health will re-designate the Exploratory Well a5 a
dermestic water well and the well can then be put 1o full uwe by the property owner.

. How can | get more information about Exploratory Wells and the Parcel

Review process?

Exploratory 'Wells: For more information about Exploratory Wells, contact Environmental Health,
lopcated at 202 Mira Lorma Drive, Oroville, CA, 95965, [530) 538-7281. In addition, the Water Well
Ordinance [Butte County Code 23E) can be found on the Environmental Health website at this
address: 1 P IanTan - Hlichi .

Parcel Review Process: For more information about the Pareel Review process, contact the
Department of Public Works, located &t 7 County Center Drive, Oroville, CA, 95965, [530) 538-T6E1
or the Department of Development Services, also located at 7 County Center Drive, (530) S3E-7601.
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