
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELL DRILL ADVISORY GROUP 

MEETING NOTES 
MAY 22, 2014 

TAHOE ROOM  202 MIRA LOMA DRIVE, OROVILLE 
 

I. Preliminary Items 

A. Call to Order 

The meeting began 3:05 p.m. 

B. Attendance 

John Riley; Christina Buck (Water and Resource Conservation) and Tom Fossum 
(Public Works Department) attended as guests; Kristen McKillop, Elaine 
McSpadden, and Brad Banner attended and Environmental Health staff. 

II. Updates 

A. Drought Update: Christina presented the latest information on rainfall, snow-
pack, reservoir levels, and watertable level.  John reported that there have been 
an unusual number of wells going dry this year. 

B. Water Conservation Ordinance: Christina and Kristen shared background infor-
mation on Chapter 33 Groundwater Conservation Ordinance that was passed as 
a result of Measure G in 1996.  This ordinance regulates those who would like to 
replace their use of allocated surface water with groundwater and then sell the 
unused surface water. 

C. Confidentiality of Well Depth and Casing Diameter Information: Kristen report-
ed that she is awaiting a determination by DWR concerning whether well depth 
and casing diameter information can be made available to property appraisers. 

III. Grading Ordinance Revision  

A. Tom reported on the current status of the county Grading Ordinance that is un-
der revision. 

IV. April 22, 2014 Revision of the Water Well Ordinance (BCC 23B) 

A. Brad reported that today (May 22) the updated Well Ordinance is in effect with 
new provisions relative to exploratory wells: 

1. Direct communication with the property owner is required to provide 
staff with the opportunity to explain the requirements for exploratory 
wells. 
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2. Exploratory wells must remain capped and unused until the property is 
cleared for development through the Parcel Review process. 

3. It is a violation of the ordinance for an exploratory well to be used to pro-
vide water for any purpose, including irrigation, and it is a violation of the 
ordinance to install a pump or provide electricity to the exploratory well. 

4. Fines for violations are substantial ($1,000, $3,000, and $5,000 for first, 
second, and third offense. 

5. The Disclosure statement has been updated so that it no longer allows 
for water from the exploratory well to be used for irrigation. 

B. Brad provided copies of the FAQ handout and the updated ordinance. 

C. John expressed concern strongly that pump installers will be adversely impacted 
by the new requirements and pump installation does not require a permit and 
pump installers should not be cited if they install a pump for an exploratory well. 

D. Kristen explained that pump installers could readily find out if a well is explorato-
ry by either going online with Trakit or by contacted Environmental Health. She 
also pointed out that the new requirements only apply to exploratory wells per-
mitted after the May 22 effective date of the ordinance because the ordinance is 
not retroactive. 

V. Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be scheduled in October and later in the day or in early evening so 
that more well drillers and associated professionals will be able to attend. 

VI. Adjourn 

The meeting adjourned at 4:15 p.m.  
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