
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WASTEWATER ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

MINUTES 
FEBRUARY 17, 2015 

CHICO ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS ** 1160 E. 1ST AVENUE, CHICO 

 

I. Preliminary Items 

A. Call to Order 

 Nick called the meeting to order at 3:02 p.m. 

B. Roll Call and Determination of Quorum 

Nick Weigel, Rick McCauley, Lauralyn Lambert, DC Jones and Will Arnold, were present.  

Bill Dinsmore, Wes Gilbert, Jan Hill, Priscilla Rawlings (alternate), and Doug Flesher 
(alternate were absent. 

A quorum was established. 

C. Introduction of Guests 

Trevor Gillespie and Rob Parker attended as guests. Brad Banner, Tom Loushine, Kristen 
McKillop, and Charlotte Walters attended the meeting on behalf of the Public Health 
Department.  

D. Review of Minutes 

DC made a motion to accept the minutes as written. Will seconded the motion and the 
motion passed with Rick abstaining. 

E. Agenda Review 

No changes to the agenda were requested. 

F. Public Comments and Input  

There was no public comment. 

II. Action Items 

A. Election of Officers 

Will and Rick nominated Nick as Chair and DC as Vice-Chair.  Nick and DC accepted their 
nominations received unanimous votes by the committee. 
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B. Consideration of Changes to Parts 2 and 3 of the Manual 

1. Part 2 (Materials), Chapter 2,Section A (Attachment A) 

Will made a motion to accept the modifications as proposed. DC seconded the 
motion and the motion passed unanimously. 

2. Part 2 (Materials), Chapter 8, Section D (Attachment B) 

Lauralyn made a motion to accept the modifications as proposed. Rick seconded 
the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 

3. Part 2 (Materials), Chapter 11, Section A (Attachment C) 

Will made a motion to accept the modifications as proposed. Lauralyn seconded 
the motion and the motion passed unanimously. 

4. Part 3 (System Requirements), Chapter 6, Section F (Attachment D) 

a. Trevor explained the rationale for granting a 30% reduction, stating that 
it was allowed by the Uniform Plumbing Code, allowed in AB 885, 
approved in other states and other counties (including a 50% reduction 
that is in effect in the State of Maine) without any increased septic system 
failure rate in those jurisdictions. 

b. There was discussion about whether there should be a 30% drainfield 
sizing reduction, and whether it should read “up to a 30% reduction.” Nick 
wanted the designer to have the flexibility to allow a reduction short of 
the full 30%.  Staff expressed concern about subjectivity entering into the 
matter if the reduction wasn’t specified as 30%. 

c. There was some discussion about whether sizing the area set aside for 
the drainfield and repair at 100% prior to granting a 30% implied a lack of 
confidence in granting the reduction. 

d. DC moved to accept the modifications as written. Will seconded the 
motion and the motion failed 3-1 with DC joining in with those who voted 
“no.”  

e. Will made a motion to accept the modifications as written, except with 
additional wording so that the reduction would be “up to 30%” rather 
than just specifying 30%. The motion failed for lack of a second. 

After much discussion…. 

f. Lauralyn made a motion to accept the modifications as written (same 
motion as originally made by DC, above). Will seconded the motion 4-1, 
with DC voting against the motion. 

C. Modification to Onsite Wastewater Systems Ordinance (Chapter 19) to Exempt Civil 
Engineers from Continuing Education Requirements 

1. Nick recused himself from the discussion and left the room. 
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2. Brad played a tape recorded message from committee member Jan Hill 
expressing support for the requirement. 

3. Committee members discussed the matter and felt that the requirement was 
important for Civil Engineers as well as the other Certified Professionals 

4. Lauralyn made a motion to oppose a modification of the ordinance to exclude 
Civil Engineers from the continuing education requirements.  Rick seconded the 
motion and the motion passed 4-0, with Nick not in attendance during the vote. 

III. Informational Non-Action Items 

A. OM&M Inspection Form 

Brad and Kristen reported that they met with Buddy two weeks ago and discussed 
differences between Hydrotec OM&M forms and the forms needed by Environmental 
Health.  Discussions are ongoing at this time.  

B. Notice to Submit Form 77 

Brad reminded the group that they needed to submit Form 77. 

C. Typos in Manual 

1. Kristen pointed out several typos in the agenda’s Attachment C. 

2. Brad thanked Kristen and told the group that Kristen would review the entire 
manual and correct typos prior to the next committee meeting. 

D. Continuing Education for Certified Professionals 

1. The group discussed the need for continuing education opportunities for Certified 
professionals.  Specific options discussed were: 

a. Attendance at March 26 Water Management Workshop for 8 CEUs 

b. Tours of complex system led by Buddy 

c. Industry-led workshops either at a location provided by Environmental 
Health or by the industry 

2. Brad told the committee that his staff would follow up on developing the second 
two options with Buddy and with industry representatives. 

IV. Agenda Preparation for Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be immediately following the Board of Supervisors meeting when 
changes to the Manual are considered. 

V. Adjourn 

The meeting adjourned at 4:55 p.m. 
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