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Butte County

LAND OF NATURAL WEALTH AND BEAUTY
~ OFFICES OF AGRICUL TURAL COMMISSIONER
AND AIR POLLUTION GONTROL.

316 Nelson Avenue - Oroville, California 95965
Mail: P. Q. Box 1229 - Telephone: ($16) 534-4381

R. A MACKESSY JOE CARLILE
Agricultural Commissioner Deputy Agricultural Commissioner

Alr Pollution Control Officer Deputy Air Pollution Conirel Officer

Mr. C. B. Christensen, Director

California Department of Food and Agriculture
: and '

The Honcrable Board of Supervisors

County of Butte

Jack J. Madigan, Chairman

Co A, Gilman  James M. Ladd
dack J. McKillop Ward F. Cameron

Gentlemans:

I am pleased to submit the thirty-fifth annual Grop Report of
agricultural production in Butte County for 1973, as reguired by Section
2279 of the California Agricultural Code.

Butte County agricultural value reached a record high of $139,000,000
which is an increase of $65,000,000 from 1972, ' :

Values given in this report are gross receipts received by the growers:
and should not be confused with net income. ‘

Sincere thanks aré expressed to the many individuals and firms
whose cooperation was invaluable in making this report possible.

Credit for the compilation of this report goes to members of wmy
staff under the supervision and direction of Joe Carlile, Deputy Agricultural
Commissioner.
" Respectfully submitted,
3 (u_.//%sr"<-""?"-drf'ﬂ"a’-':-/["» , e /,/ ..
Rb A M&Ckessy s
‘Agricultural Comimissioner
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PERSONNEL

R. A. Mackessy
Agricultural Commissioner

Joe Carlile
Deputy Agricultural Commisgsioner

OROVILLE DISTRICT

Ellsworth Remmers Senior Agricultural Inspector

Louis Heinrichs Senior Agricultural Inspector

Herbert Fariester Weed & Vertebrate Pest Control Inspector
Tim Sutton Weed & Vertebrate Pest Control Inspector
Robert Dodd Agricultural Inspector Aide

Keith Jones Agricultural Inspector Aide

Bob Jones Hunter and Trapper

Mary Belle Grubbs Secretary T

Marilyn Kroll Typist Clerk II

CHICO DISTRICT

Sterling Mattoon Senior Agricultural Inspector
Leslie Going Senior Agricultural Inspector
Harrie Riley Agricultural Inspector
Lee Person Agricultural Inspector
Robert Voorhees _ Agricultural Inspector

GRIDLEY DISTRICT

Warren Gilbert Senior Agricultural Inspector
William Sherer ' Agricultural Inspector
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CROP SUMMARY
1973

Weather conditions for the 1973 crop year were generally good. A
wet winter prevented some peach growers from getting proper dormant sprays
resulting in poor yields from some orchards.

A wet early fall caught some pumpkins, beans, almonds, walnuts,
milo and rice still in the fields making harvest most difficult.

Field Crops

1973 values were up approximately $32,913,000 over 1972 with rice
accounting for the largest single increase.

Seed Crops

Acreage was down approximately 5,900 acres with value up $910,000.
Rice, melons and curcubits showed the largest increase.

Vegetable Crops

Acreage is up approximately 530 acres with an increase in value of
approximately $168,000.

Fruit and Nut Crops

Fruit and nut crop values increased approximately $25,818,000 over
1972 values with almonds, prunes, walnuts and olives showing the increases.
Bearing acreage increased by 4,000 acres.

Nursery and Apiary

Values were up approximately $158,000 with apiary products showing
the increase.

Livestock and Poultry

Increase in value of approximately $4,721,000 with cattle and calves
accounting for the largest single increase. Hogs and pigs, milk and eggs
also showing increases.

The total 1973 crop commodity value increased $64,688,600 over 1972
value.
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BUTTE COUNTY FRUIT AND NUT ACREAGE STATISTICS

1973
Bearing Non~Bearing
Orchard Crops Acreage Acreape Total

Aimonds 23,970 3,844, 27,814
Apples 229 8 237
Apricots 23 1 2l
Cherries 10 8 18

Citrus
Mandarins 32 9 41
Navels 226 0 226
Miscellaneous 5 0 5
Figs L 0 L
Grapes L7 522 569
Kiwi 5 20 55
Nectarines 6 4 10
Olives by 592 _ 17 4, 609
Peaches, clingstone 3,699 837 by 536
Peaches, freestone 140 g 148
- Pears T4h8 123 871,
Pecans 35 2 59
Persimmons 12 1 i3
Pigtachio 33 165 198
Plums 7 0 7
Prunes 7,558 656 8, 204
Walmuts, persian &,288 2,852 11,340
Walnuts, black 30 148 178
Total 49,699 ' G, 277 58,976



FIELD CROPS:

ACREAGE, PRODUCTION AND VALUE

Production Value
Harvested DPer Par
Crop Tear Aoreags  Acre  Total Unit Unit Total
Barley 1973 14,300 1e3 18,600  ton $ 98.00 $ 1,823,000
1972 L, 400 el 15,840  ton 58.00 919,000
Beans, dry sedible 1973 5,100 88 %0 ton 64000 2,874,000
Corn 1973 8,350 3.0 25,000  ton  105.00 2,625,000
1972 6,500 365 22,750  ton 57 .00 14 297,000
Hay, alfalfa 1973 6,100 5,0 30,500  ton 50,00 14 525,000
1972 5,900 5.0 28,500 ton 33,00 G764, 000
Grain 1973 2,100 1.5 3,150  ton 35,00 110,000
1972 b, ThO 2,0 9,480  ton 25 .00 237,000
Wild 1973 1,280 1.0 1,280 ton 28,00 35,800
1972 950 Lok 1330 teon 23 .00 27,900
Oats 1973 2,700 a2 3,240 ton 100.00 324, 000
1972 b, 600 1.3 5,980 ton 57 .00 341,000
Pasture, irrigated 1973 19,000 #goere  100.00 1,900,000
1972 19,000 facre 100,00 1,900,000
Other 1973 331,000 Faore 3650 1,158,000
1972 331,000 *gore 300 493,000
Rice 1973 65,600 272 178,000 ton 240,00 42,720,000
19‘?2 55 ] 5‘1.(} 2 & 8 1 55$ !@O{.} {;QZI i}.f‘j 30@ ,1_7 8 8‘71 9 O{‘)O
Safflower 1973 75700 95 7,300  ton  140.00 1,022,000
1972 5,530 80 hh20  ton  105.00 Wbl , GO0
Silage, corn 1973 AKD  18.0 7,920  ton 11,00 87,100
’ 1972 400 18.5 7,400 ton 850 62,900
Sorghum, grain 1973 17, 500 245 A2,900 ton 102,00 by 376,000
1972 11,900 2,25 26,775  ton 56 .00 1,499,000
Sugar Beets 1973 2,180 19.2 £ 900 ton 1790 750,000
1972 3,780 240 90,000 ton 75 1,328,000
Wheat 1973 13,400 Llal 700 ton 105.00 L Bldy s OO0
1972 13,160 1.0 13,160 ton 55.00 _ 72k.000
Total 1973 £96,750 $ 62,873,900
1972 hE2,320 $ 29,960,800

#Per acre value



SEED CROPS:

ACREAGE, PRODUCTICN AND VAIDE

Production Value
Harvested Per Per
Crop Year Acreage  Acre Total Unit Unit Total

Alfalfa 1973 #3140 255 35,700 b  $ .92 $ 32,800
: 1972 115 250 28,750  lb. b 12,000
Barley 1973 620 1,400 £68,000  1b. .05 43,400
1972 780 1,450 1,131,000 1b. Ol 45,200
Beans 1973 510 1,320 673,000 1be .35 236,000
1972 940 1,300 1,222,00 1b. .18 220,000
Qats 1973 1,040 1,620 1,685,000 1ba 055 92,700
1972 2,060 1,800 3,708,000 ik LOh5 166, 900
Oats & Vetch mixed 1973 300 24,000
1972 by 280 367,000

Rice, certified 1573 3,700 4,100 15,170,000 1b. 45 2,200,000
T & non-certified 1972 0 3,980 4,000 15,920,000 1be 072 1,146,000
Vetch 1973 330 700 231,000 1be 065 15,000
1972 830 700 581,000 1be 075 k3,600

Wheat 1973 310 1,55G 480,000 1b. 06 28,800
1972 330 1,600 528,000 1b. 045 23, 800
#Miscellaneous 1973 1,760 740,000
1972 1,310 k78,000
Total 1973 8,710 $ 3,412,700
1972 14,625 $ 2,502, 500

¥ Acresge recorded in field crops
#t Melons and Cucurbits, Onions, Peas, Salflower, Sudan Grass, Clover

£

VEGETABLE CROPS:

ACREAGE, PRODUCTION AND VALURE

Production Value
Harvested Per
(ron Year Acreare  fore Total Unit Unit Total
WMiscellaneous 1973 1,890 $ 536,000
1972 1,358 $ 368,200

#* Corn, Cucumbers, Melons, Oniocns, Peppers, Pumpkins, Squash, Tomatoes

B



FRULT ANG NUT CROPS: = ACREAGE PRODUCTION AND VALUE

Froduction Value
Bearing Per Per Total
Crop Year Acreage  Acre Total Unit Init
Almonds 1973 23,970 2925 22,172  ton $.1,250.00 $ 27,715,000
1972 20,772 <Gl 19,609  tom 647 00 12,687,000
Hulls 1973 24,850  ton 38,50 957,000
1972 26,900  ton 15.00 404,000
Apples 1973 229 Lo 1,031 ton 142450 147,000
1972 212 40 BLE  ton 137.00 116,000
Olives 1973 4y 592 1.25 5,740  ton 351.00 2,015,000
1972 4,608 .88 4,055  ton 370 65 1,519,000
Oranges, Navel 1973 226 1.87 423  ton £0.60 34,000
1972 352 2.0 704 - ton 118.00 83,000
Mandarins & 1973 32 2.5 80 ton 200,00 16,000
Tangerines 1972 37 1.51 56 fon 200.00 11,200
Peaches, 1973 3,699 11,0 50,689  ton 97 .00 3,947,000
Clingstone 1972 3,593 14.0 50,300  ton 75.00 3772, 000
Freestone 1973 140 6.0 840 tom 125,00 105,000
1972 129 9.0 1,160 ton 105,00 122,000
Pears 1973 e 8.81 6,590  ton 118,00 778,000
1972 699 7all. L,970 ton 115.00 572,000
Prunes, dried 1973 7,558 3.0 22,674  ton 460,00 10,430,000
1972 7,165 - 88 6,300  ton 166,00 2,436,000
Walnuts, Persian 1973 8,288 1.53 12,681 ton 580.00 7,355,000
1972 7,888 1.3 10,250 ton 540,00 55 535,000
sMiscellsneous 1973 217 276,000
1972 221, 200,000
Total. 1973 49,699 $ 53,775,000
1972 45,676 $ 27,957,200

% Apricots, Black Walnmuts, Bushberries, Cherries, Miscellaneous Citrus, Figs,
Grapes, Kiwi Fruit, Nectarines, Pecans, Persimmons, Pistachlo, Plums, Straw -
herrias



NURGERY PRODUCTS: PRODUCTION AREA, SALES AND VALUE

Production Ares Yalue
House . Field S0ld by Per
Ttem Tear SBo. Fi. Aeres Producers Unit Unit Total
Conifer Seedlings 1973 5,0 1,900,000 plant  .035 $ 66,500
1972 5.0 1,500,000  plant <03 45,000
#Miscellaneous 1973 14,200 2.5 211,000  plant 588,000
1972 12,500 20.0 40L, 800 plant 617,000
Total 1973 14,200 29,5 $ 65k, 500
1972 12,500 25,0 $ 662,000

* Includes broad leaved evergreens, comiferous evergreens, deciduous fruit, nut and
shade trees, shrubs, kiwl vines, grapevines, herbaceous perennials, indoor decor—
ative plants, bulbs, rhizomes, roots, bedding planmts, miscellsneous citrus, spece

imen olive irees.

APTARY PRODUCTS: PRODUCTION AND VAIUE

Value
Production Per

Liem Year Total Unit Unit Total
Honey | 1973 421,000 1be B oAb $ 189,000
1972 348,600 1be < 30 104, 600
- Beeswax 1973 7,000 1bs 75 5.300
1972 5, 500 1b 62 3,400
Package Bees 1973 109,000 1ib. 175 161,006
1972 _ 88, 800 b 1650 133,200
Q‘}'@en Bees 1973 3»'!.4,5; Q00 aach 1.75 59,@ 500
1972 33,200 each 1.50 LS, 80G
Pollination 1973 L6, 000 colouy haR5 195, 500
1972 Ly y 500 colony b s 20 186,000
Nucled 1973 500 7.00 35 500
1972 XX FXRE P L0
Total 1973 $ 643,800
1972 $ 477,900



LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY:

PRODUCTION AND VALUE

Production Value
No. of . Total Per

Item Year Head Live Weight Unit Unit Total
Cattle and Calves 1973 37,800 287,000 cwt. $ 45.00  $ 12,915,000
1972 36,500 273,750 cwt.  33.70 9,225,000
Sheep and Lambs 1973 10, 500 11,000 ewbe o 1 3150 346,000
1972 12,400 12,400 owtare (23475 294 , 000
Hogs and Pigs 1973 9,800 21,600 cwte o 41.95 ¢06,000
1972 10,100 21,200 owtay e [ 2. 20 555,000
#Miscellaneous 1973 469,000
1972 419,000
Total 1973 $ 14,636,000
1972 $ 10,493,000

# Catfish, Meat Poultry, Pheasants, Pullet replacements,

LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY PRODUCTS:

Rabbits, Turkeys

PRODUCTION AND VALUE

Value
Per

Ttem Year Production Unit Unit Total
Milk, Market 1973 161,000 cwt. $ 7.08  $ 1,140,000
1972 155,000 cwt. 6,16 955,000
Mgnufacturing 1973 87,400 cwt s 5.56 486,000
#1972 69,600 cwt . Lo Th 330,000
Eggs, Chicken 1973 1,575,000 doz . +51 803,000
Market 1972 1,800,000 doz. .336 6Gl, , 800
Eggs, Hatching 1973 XXX XXX
Chicken & Turkey 1972 XXX XX
Wool 1973 70,200 1b. .93 65,300
1972 75,000 1b. .35 26,200
Total 1973 $ 2,494,300
31972 $ 1,916,000

%* Revised



PAYMENTS UNDER AGRICULTURAL STABILIZATION COMMITTER

1973 1972
Rural BEnvironmental Assistance Program $ NONE $ 103,150
Cropland Adjustment Program 10,953 10,953
Wool Incentive Payments 41,055 6G,403
Sugar Beet Payments #105,000 #3185,000
Feed Grain Program 271, 500 362,784
Wheat Stabilization Program ' 103,200 127 L7
#% Total | $ 532,000 $ 853,000
* Bstimated
#*  Total figures rounded
JANUARY 1 INVENTORIES OF LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY

197h 2973
Cattle and Calves, ALL 60,000 61,000
Milk cows 2 years and over. 2,000 2,000
Cattle and Calves in feed lobs 1,700 2,100
Sheep and Lambs, ALL 10,000 10,500
Stock Sheep 2,600 b, 800
Hogs and Pigs, ALl V 5,600 6,300
Hens and Pullets of laying age 125,000 126,000

7
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