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Butte County

OF NATURAL WEALTH AND BEAUTY

OFFICE OF AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER
Donald J. Black AGRICULTURAL BUILDING

Agricultural Commissioner Nelson Avenue, Oroville, California 95965
R. A, Mackessy Mail: P. O, Box 1229
Deputy Commissioner Telephone: 533-1230; Ext 262

The Director of Agriculture

Caliternia Department of Agriculture
and

The Honorable Board of SBupervisors

County of Butte

Clarence A. Gilman, Chairman
Jack J. Madigan Don L. Maxon
dJack J. MeKillop Jere K. Heynolds

Gentlemens

‘ I am pleagsed to submit the thirty-third annual Crop Report of
agricultural production in Butte County for 1971, as required by Section
2276 of the California Agricultural Code.

Poor prices and Mother Nature caused a reduction in total crop
» 13 1 4 - i 1 V. .
value of over $65 million bzlow the 1970 figures.

Values given in this report are gross income figures and should
in no way be confused with net income.

Sincere thanks is expressed to all of those who helped make this
report, possible.

Credit for its compilation should go to the members of my staff,
particularly R. A. Mackessy, Depuly Agricultural Commissioner,

Respectiully submitted,

N
~ - —- R 3 \‘ \"- “\ % \ A "..
Donald J. Black’

Apricultural Commissioner

DJB:brp






CROP SUMMARY
1971

Weather conditionsg for the 1971 crop year were variable with some
frost damage cccurring. Almonds and apples were hit by an early March
freeze resulting in loss of production. Moderate temperatures prevailed
during the remainder of the season with a cooler than average spring and
fall resulting in later than normal harvest.

Field Crops

1971 values were up approximately $165,000 over 1970. Higher
overall returns for most crops were cancelled by lower yields and prices
in dry beans and sugar beets.

Acreage was up 1,000 acres but value was below 1970 by approxi-
mately 24%. A reduction im bean acreage with lower yields and prices
reflect this reduction in value. Rice seed continues to lead seed crops
in acreage and value.

Vegetable Crops

.Though acreage 1is constant, wvalue is down again, Decreasing
canning tomato acreage is once more the reason for the declined values.

Fruit and Nut Crops

Frult apd nut crops suffered a severe reduction in value of $6%
million though bearing acreage increased by 2,285 acres.

Almond production was down 26% due to early spring frosts.

Apples also were hurt by spring frost which reduced production
43% below 1970 figures.

Olives suffered from drying early fall winds,resulting in shriveled
fruit and over half the tonnage going for oil. Poor prices caused the 36%
monetary reduction from the 1970 gross value,

Peach production and value decreased with 26% of the production
not harvested because of surplus fruit resulting in a 19% reduction in
value from 1970,

Prune production was off 47% because of diversion of fruit to sur-
plus. Total value is down 51% from 1970.

Walnuts continue to increase steadily inacreage and total value,

Nursery and Apiary values are up 13%%, wilth specimen olive lrees
and bee pollination rental leading the increase.




Livestock and Poultry increased in value 3%. Even though fewer
cattle and calves were marketed, the price per hundred weight (CWT) was
up substantially from last year.

Livestock and Poultry Products had a 3% decrease in value because

of reduced production of market milk.

The total 1971 crop commodity value decreased 9% below the 1970
crop. This is the first year of the last five years that the County's
total agricultural crop values did not show ahealthy, c'ontlnual increase.



BUTTE COUNTY FRUIT AND NUT ACREAGE STATISTICS

1971
Bearing Non-Bearing
Orgchard Crops Acreage Acreage Total
Almonds 19,915 6,40k 26,359
Apples 232 51 283
Apricots 23 0 23
Cherries 10 8 i8
Citrus
Mandarins 32 13 45
Navels 343 8 351
Miscellanesous 12 0 12
Figs 4 0 A
Grapes 48 0 4L8
Kiwi haeb L5.7 50.2
Nectarines 7 ¢ 7
Olives 4,605 20 L,625
Peaches, clingstone b, 201 873 5,074
Peaches, Ireestone 150 17 167
Pears 810 277 1,087
Pecans Ry 32 56
Persimmons 12 i 13
Pistachio 26 A 90
Plums 7 0 7
Prunes 7,188 1,235 8,423
Walmuts, persian 74516 32250 10,766
Total 45,169,5 12,338.7 57,508.2



FIELD CROPS: ACRREAGE, PRODUCTION AND VALUE

Production Value
Harvested Per Per
Crop Year Acreape Acre ~ Totol Unit Unit Total
Barley 1971 16,000 1.23 19,700  ton  $ 53.00 § 1,044,000
1970 11,300 1.25 14,100  ton 46,00 648,000
Beans, dry edible 1971 55580 N 3,960  ton 30000 1,188,000
1970 6,720 #85 5,700 ton 350400 1,995,000
Corn 1971 6,700 3,25 21,800 ton 51.00 1,112,000
1970 3,000 3.0 G,000 ton 52.00 L68,000
Hay, alfalfa 1971 5,000 6ol 30,500  ton 32.70 997,000
1970 b 8O0 6.0 28,800 ton 30.00 864,000
Grain 1971 2,000 2e5 5,000  ton 27 .00 135,000
1970 3520 1.8 6,340 ton 27.00 171,000
Wild 1971 1,400 L5 2,100  tom 21,00 4t 5300
1970 1, 580 1.5 2,370 ton 20.00 47,400
Oats 1971 4,020 1ok 5,600  ton 53.00 297,000
1970 6,170 L.05 6,480 ton L8.00 311,000
Pasture, irrigated 1971 19,000 *acre 80.00 1,520,000
1970 19,000 Facre 80,00 14520,000
Other 1971 331,000 Facre 250 828,000
1970 331,000 Faore 2450 828,000
Rice 1971 55,300  2.55 141,000 tom  100.00 14,100,000
1970 54,100 2.65 143,000  ton 98.60  1k4,100,000
Salllower 1971 6,730 80 5,380 ton  101.00 543,000
1970 4,800 .85 4,080  ton Q0. 00 367,000
Silage, corn 1971 35G 19.2 6,720 ton 750 50,400
1970 360 19,0 6,840 ton 7. 50 51,300
Sorghum, grain 1971 12,100 2 L5 29,600 ton 51.G0 1,536,000
1970 15,300 2,51 38,400  ton 49.00 1,882,000
Sugar beels 1971 3,700 19.0 70300 ton 13.20 928,000
1970 3,260 20,7 67,500 ton 15.20 1,026,000
Wheat 1971 15,000 1.5 22,500 ton 53.00 1,192,000
1970 17,000 Leb 25,500  ton 42.00  _1,071.000
Total 1971 483,480 P 25,534,500
1970 481,910 $ 25,349,700

#*  Per acre value



SEED CROPS: ACREAGE, PRODUCTION AND VALUR

Froduction Value
Harvested Per Per
Crop Year Acreage  Acre Total Unit  Unit Total
Alfalifa 1971 * 35 338 11,800  1b. $ .40 $ 4,720
1970 % 190 322 61,200  1b. .38 23,300
Barley 1971 510 2,087 1,064,000  1b. Ol 42,600
1970 550 1,850 1,018,000  1b. 04 40,700
Beans 1971 L20 1,360 571,000  1b. .16 91,000
1970 1,240 1,680 2,083,000  1b., <214 Li6, 000
Qats 1971 2,030 1,730 3,512,000  1ib. NoA 140,000
' 1970 3,050 1,900 5,795,000 1b. 039 226,000
Qats & Vetch mixed 1971 7,300 L&7,000
| 1970 3,130 232,000
Rice, certified 1971 4,200 4,000 16,800,000 1b. .07 1,176,000
& non~certified 1970 5,000 b, 000 20,000,000 1k, 07 1,400,000
Vetch 1971 1,030 1,390 1,432,000  1b, .098 140,000
1970 420 650 273,000 1b. Nl 30,000
Wheat 1971 210 1,800 378,000  1b, oA 15,100
1976 280 2,150 602,000 1b, 038 22,900
#Miscellaneous 1971 480 225,180
1970 1,510 589,390
Tot.al 1971 16,180 $ 2,301,600
1670 15,180 $ 3,010,290

¥ Acreage recorded in lield crops
#% Melons and Cucurbits, Onions, Safflower, Sudan Grass

VEGETABLE CROPS: ACREAGE, PRODUCTION AND VALUE

Production Value
Harvested Per Per
Crop Year Acreage  fAcre Total Unit  Unit Total
* Miscellaneous 1971 1,842 $ 499,940
1970 1,856 $ 671,450

% Corn, Cucumbers, Melons, Onions, Peppers, Pumpkins, Sguash, Tomatoes



FRUIT AND NUT CROPS:

ACREAGE, PRODUCTION AND VALUE

Production Value
Bearing  Per Per
Crop Year Acreage  Acre Total Unit __ Unit Total
Almonds 1971 19,915 869 17,300 ton $ 603.00 $10,432,000
1970 18,314 Fead T 21,400 ton 611.00 13,075,000
Hulls 4271 22,500 ton 16.90 380,000
1970 25,600 ton 7.00 179,000
Apples 1971 52 4.96 1,150  ton 139.00 160,000
1970 245 8,74 2,140 ton 120.00 257,000
Olives 1971 b ,605 1437 6,300 ton 117.00 737,000
1970 4,605 dse3 5,660 ton 204,00 1,155,000
Oranges, Navel 1971 343 L.99 1,710 ton 118,00 202,000
1970 339 6.76 2,290 ton  154.00 353,000
Mandarins & 1971 32 2.178 89 ton 225.00 20,000
Tangerines 1970 31 2432 72  ton 230,00 16,600
Peaches, 1971 b0l  1led 46,600  ton 79.00 3,681,000
Clingstone 1970 hied72 1343 55,500  ton 82.00 4,551,000
Freestone 1971 150 10,0 1,500 ton 107.00 160,000
1970 215 7.68 1,650 ton 84,30 139,000
Pears 1971 810 9.97 8,070 ton 81.00 654,000
1970 834 6.31 5,260 ton  125.00 658,000
Prunes, dried 1971 7,188 1.4 8,190 ton 280,00 2,293,000
1970 6,877 2.25 15,500 ton  300.00 4,650,000
Walnuts, Persian 1971 7,516 1.10 8,290 ton  378.00 3,134,000
1970 7,061 1.07 7,560 ton  400.00 3,024,000
#Miscellaneous 1971 208.5 177,000
1970 222 211,400
Total 1971 45,2005 22,030,000
1970 hs T 28,269,000

* Apricots, Black Walnuts, Bushberries, Cherries, Miscellaneous Citrus, Grapes,
Kiwi Fruit, Nectarines, Pecans, Persimmons, Pistachio, Plums, Strawberries.



NURSERY PRODUCTS: FPRODUCTION AREA, SALES AND VALUE

Production Ares Value
House Field Sold by Per
Item _ Year Sg. Ft, Acres Producers Unit Unit  Total

Conifer Seedlings 1971 5.0 - 1,360,000 plant $.022 $ 29,900
1970 k.0 1,500,000 plant ,022 33,000
#Miscellaneous 1971 10,000  23.0 180,000  plant 1,22, 600
- 1970 10,000 19.5 185,000  plant 367,500
Total 1971, 10,000 28.0 $ 452,500
1970 10,000 23.5 : $ 400, 500

* Includes broad leaved evergreens, coniferous evergreens, deciduous fruit, nut
and shade trees, shrubs, kiwi vines, grapevines, herbaceous perennials, indoor
decorative plants, bulbs, rhizomes, roots, bedding plants, miscellaneous citrus,
specimen olive trees

APTARY PRODUCTS: PRODUCTION AND VALUR

Value
Production Per

Ttem Year Total, Unit, Unit Total
Honey 1971 165,800 1b, $ .20 $ 34,800
1970 192,000 1b. odd 26,900
Beeswax 1971 _ 2,780 ib. 62 1,720
1970 3,370 1b. .58 1,950
Package Bees 1971, 87,800 1be 1.30 114,000
1970 77, 500 1b. 1.30 101,000
Queen Bees 1971 33,100 each 1.35 L4y, 700
1970 29,000 each 1.35 39,100
Pollination 1971 34,500 colony  3.60 124,000
' 1570 30, 500 colony  3.20 97,600
Nuclei 1971 500 each 6450 ' 3,250
1970 600 each 5.50 Q!QOO
Total. 1971 $ 322,470
1970 $ 269,850



LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY:

PRODUCTION AND VALUE

Production Value
No. of Total Per
Item Year Head Live Weight Unit Unit Total
Cattle and Calves 1971 35,800 265,000 cwts  $ 30.40 % 8,056,000
1970 37,700 279,000 cwWh . 28.20 7,868,000
Sheep and Lambs 187, 15,700 16,100 owt. . 20,90 336,000
1970 12,400 12,100 cwt o 25,00 302,000
Hogs and Pigs 1971 @,900 21,300 cwt o 19.00 LO5,000
1970 10,100 21,5200 owl e 23.40 496,000
#Miscellaneous 1971 462,000
1670 337,000
Total, 1971 $ 9,259,000
1970 $ 9,003,000
* Catiish, Meat Poultry, Pheasants, Pullet replacements, Babbits, Turkeys
- LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY PRODUCTS: FPRODUCTION AND VALUE
Value
Per
Ttem Year Produclion Unit Unit Total
Milk, Market 1971 155,000 cwt, o $6.22 $ 964,000
. HLTO 162,000 cwt . 5.98 969,000
Manufacturing 19731 36,700 cwt o 4.38 161,000
#1970 59,800 cwt, . LobT 267,000
Eggs, Chicken 1971, 2,092,000 doz . . 252 527,000
Market 1570 1, 500,000 dos. 0352 528,000
Bggs, Hatching 1971 XXEX XXXX
Chicken & Turkey 1970 17,600
Wool 1970 71,400 ib. . 252 20,900
1970 135,000 b, 35 47,000
Total 1971 $ 1,672,900
1970 $ 1,828,600
#*Hevised e



PAYMENTS UNDER AGRICULTURAL STABILIZATION COMMITTEE

1971 1970
Rural Envirommental Assistance Program $ 57,842 $ 146,535
Cropland Adjustment Program 10,953 10,953
Wool Incentive Payments 39,604 43,720
Sugar Beel Payments 125,845 145,979
Feed Grain Program 97, 54 311,195
Wheat Stabilization Program 160,430 121,132
*Total $ 492,000 $ 780,000

#Total figures rounded
JANUARY 1 INVENTORIES OF LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY

1972 1971

Cattle and Calves, All 62,000 57,000
Milk cows 2 years and over 2,000 2,400
Cattle and Calves in feed lobs 1,600 1,600
Sheep and Lambs, All 10,700 14,700
Stock Sheep 5,100 7,000
Hogs and Pigs, A1l 6,300 6,200
Hens and Pullets of laying age 105,000 103,000
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