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¢ Butte County

LAND OF NATURAI WEALTH AND BEAUTY
OFFICE OF AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER
Donald J. Black AGRICULTURAL BUILDING
Agricultural Commissioner Nelson Avenue, Oroville, California 95965
R. A. Mackessy Mail: P. O. Box 1229

Deputy Commissioner - Telephone: 533-1230; Exu 262

Mr. Charles Pavl, Director

California Department of Agriculture
: and ‘

The Honorable Board of Supsrvisors

County of Butte %

, ' Leslie J, Pryde, Chairman
Floyd P. Giles i Donald Maxon
Do Avléy L. Howsden  Jack MeKillop

Gaﬁtléma’n:

Section 65.5 of the Califernia Agricyltural Code requirds that
the Agricultural Cemmisgioner compile a veport covéring eonditionms,
acteage, production and value of the agricultural products of his
county. I am pleaséd to submit Butte County's twenty-sixth annual
crop report,

1t 1 interésting to note that this years crop value was thé
highest in the history of the cowity, over 56 million dollars,

The ¢rop value data in this report ars F.0.B. valueés and pepré-
s#nt gross values of agricultural productioh, whéther sold or ua#d
on the farm wheré grown. We wish to emphasize these values are not.

net returns to the growdr.

Acknowledgement is given to mémbers of thé staff for the coms
pilation of thie report.

1 he n 18
Specitl thanke is expressdd to the many individuals, agenc
and producers for their excellsnt cooperation in making this report

possible,
Respeéctfully submitted,

Ponald J. Black |
Agriculturdl Commissioner



1964 Crop Summary

As hag been the case in most recorded yearly crop productions, weather was
the primary controlling production factor this year also.

Most small grains met the late winter and early spring with insufficient
soil moisture and drying north winds which had detrimental effects on plant
growth and yield. In some instances these conditions necessitated replanting

of some fields.

Rice was hampered by below normal cool weather during April resulting in
some replanting because a good stand was not established due to cold water and
destructful winds. The rice was blessed by a long open fall that allowed the
crop to be harvested under relatively ideal conditions.

Two cold spells, one accompanied by heavy hail, accounted for small losses
in the almond crop early in the year. Many small almonds were knocked from the
trees by the heil storm that also stripped new tender growth from the citrus trees
in the foothill area. Orange trees again felt blows from the weather when some of
the mature fruit was knocked to the ground and lost in December.

Heavy storms during December caused flooding and some severe agricultural
losses in the Feather and Sacramento river drainages. Some livestock was lost,
fences were torn down, pastures were covered with silt, orchards were uprooted,
filled with debris and washed away. The partially built Oroville Dam is believed
to have helped reduce the amount of damage that could have occurred to areas down-
stream from Oroville, by holding back part of the peak water flow.

Beans rejoined the list of million dollar crops along with barley, alfalfa
hay, pastures, rice and sorghum grains. Safflower dropped from this standing of
the previous year because of an acreage reduction believed to be caused from lack
of adequate spring rains needed to raise the crop. Yields and price were also

below the previous year.

Damaging dry north winds at pollination time apparently effected rice yields
even though it led all other field crops in value. This years crop equaled the
yield per acre of 1960, the greatest ever recorded for this county.

An incresse of 2,000 acres of fruit and nut trees coming into bearing plus
good growirg and harvesting conditions resulted in a $4,500,000 increase in value
of these crops. Almonds continue to lead peaches, prunes and walnuts in the

million dollar or more fruit and nut crop value.

Olives dropped from the million dollar bracket due to depressed prices and
shortage of harvest labor.

Livestock and poultry production dropped over one million dollars due to a
reduction in inventory and lower prices in cattle and sheep.

Total values of all commodities increased $7;500,000 over 1963.



BUTTE COUNTY FRUIT AND NUT ACREAGE STATISTICS

1964
Bearing Non=-Bearing
Orchard Crops Acreage Acreage Total
Citrus
Mandarins 15 20 35
Navels 360 25 385
Miscellaneous 20 20
Almonds 14,890 3,96k 18,854
Apples 538 26 56l
Apricots 3L 3k
Avocados L L
Cherries 2 i 6
Figs 13 13
Grapes 56 56
Nectarines 35 1 36
Olives L,899 56 L, 955
Peaches, cling L,1k3 L58 li,601
Peaches, freestone LhL9 6 L55
Pears 72 797 869
Pecans 18 19 37
Persimmons 19 19
Pistachio 27 7 34
Plums 22 22
Prunes h;léh 2,376 6,540
Walnuts h;665 2,27h 6,939
#Miscellaneous 38 __ a6 L
Total 3L,763 10,449 15,212

# TIncludes Chestnuts, Filberts, Black Walnuts



FIELD CROPS:

ACREAGE, PRODUCTION AND VALUE

Production Value
Harvested Per Per

Crop Year Acreage Acre Total Unit Unit Total
Barley 1964 21,000 1.3 27,300 ton $ 48,00 $ 1,310,000
1963 23,000 1.1 25,300  ton 47.00 1,189,000
Beans, dry edible 1964 9,600 1.2 11,500 ton 181.00 2,081,000
1963 5,170 .9 L4650 ton 190.00 884,000
Corn 1964, 800 3. 2,400 ton 52.00 125,000
1963 1,700 3. 5,100 ton 52.00 265,000
Hay, alfalfa 1964 .y 520 7o 52,600 ton 26 .00 1,368,000
1963 8,300 T+ 58,100 ton 27.00 1,569,000
Grain 1964 44500 2.5 31,200 ton 21.00 235,000
1963 4,720 2.5 11,800 ton 20,00 236,000
Oats 1964 6,200 15 4,650 ton 52,00 2/,2,000
1963 6,020 o7 L4210 ton 48,00 202,000
Pasture, irrigated 1964 19,800 * acre 60,00 1,188,000
1963 21,500 #* acre 60.00 1,290,000
Sudan grass 1964 200 * acre 80.00 16,000
1963 250 ¥* acre 80,00 20,000
Other 1964 331,000 * acre 3.50 1,158,000
1963 331,000 ¥  acre 3,50 1,158,000
Rice 1964 56,800 2.6 148,000 ton 101.60 15,037,000
1963 56,046 2. 112,000 ton  100.00 11,200,000
Safflower 1964 10,100 a5 5,050 ton 75.00 379,000
1963 16,700 .75 12,500 ton 81,50 1,019,000
Silage, corn 1964 LOO 20, 8,000 ton 8,00 64,000
1963 LOO  20. 8,000 ton 8.00 64,000
Sorghum, grain 1964 17,000 2.9 49,300 ton bt .00 2,169,000
1963 21,300 2.5 53,200 ton 48,00 25554,,000
Sugar beets 1964 4,070 18, 73,300 ton 12.00 880,000
1963 3,406 18.8 64,000 ton 12,00 768,000
Wheat 1964 4,170 «73 35040 ton 51.00 155,000
1963 6,147 9 55530 ton 63.00 348,000
Total 1964 493,160 $ 26,407,000
1963 505,659 $ 22,766,000

¥* Per acre value



SEED CROPS: ACREAGE, PRODUCTION AND VALUE

Production Value
Harvested Per Per
Crop fear Acreage  Acre Total _ Unit Unit Total

Alfalfa 1964 760 262 199,000 1b. $ .355 $ 70,600
1963 620 255 158,000 1b. »35 55,300

Barley 1964 980 1,755 1,720,000 1lb. .032 55,000
1963 590 2,200 1,298,000 lb. .03 38,900

Beans 1964 361 2,000 722,000  1b. «107 775300
1963 300 1,500 450,000 1b. 11 49,500

Melons & Cucurbits 1964 313 517 162,000 1b. 571 92,500
1963 700 490 343,000 lb. 53 182,000

Cats 1964 3,140 1,540 4,836,000 1b. <Ok 193,000
1963 1,000 1,100 1,100,000 1lb. <Ok 44,000

Rice, certified 1964 1,660 5,000 8,300,000 1b. 071 589,000
1963 1,120 4,300 4,816,000 1b. 072 347,000

Safflower 1964 1,000 1,000 1,000,000 1b. Ko’ 40,000
1963 100 2,400 240,000  1b. 043 10,300

Vetch, all 1964 3,250 712 2,314,000  1b. 065 150,000
1963 6,343 543 3,444,000  lb. 071 245,500

Wheat 1964 187 1,600 299,000  1b. 045 13,500
1963 50 1,600 80,000 1b, Ol 3,200

# Miscellaneous 1964 132 3,000
1963 961 63,900

Total 1964 11,783 $ 1,283,900

1963 11,784 $ 1,039,600

# Sudan Grass, Millet, Peas

VEGETABLE CROPS: ACREAGE, PRODUCTION AND VALUE

Produotion Value
Harvested Per Per
Crop Year Acreage Acre Total _ Unit Unit Total
# Miscellaneous 1964 3,693 $ 1,473,000
Vegetables 1963 2,958 $ 1,331,130

¥ Carrots, Corn, Cucumbers, Melons, Onions, Peppers, Pumpkins, Rutabages,
Squash, Tomatoes, Turnips.
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FRUIT AND NUT CROPS: ACREAGE, PRODUCTION AND VALUE

Froduction Value
Bearing Per Per
Crop Year Acreage Acre Total Unit  Unit Total
Almonds 1964 14,890 .868 12,900 ton $ 610,00 $ 7,869,000
#1963 14,290 .72 10,300 ton 550,00 5,665,000
Hulls 1964 1.0 15,500 ton 9.4 151,000
1963 .95 13,600 ton 11,00 150,000
Apples, all 1964 538 8.68 L,670  ton 87 .40 408,000
1963 529 8.1 4,290 ton 86,60 371,500
Fresh market 1964 2,970 ton 119,00 353,900
1963 2,910 ton 112.00 326,000
Processing 1964 1,700 ton 31..80 54,100
1963 19380 ton 33 00 14-5 » 500
Olives, all 1964 4,899 1.2 5,880 ton  127.00 748,900
1963 4,870 1.61 7,830 ton 187.00 1,463,700
Canned 1964 3,970 ton  141.00 559,000
1963 6,5,0 ton 205,00 1,338,000
Fresh 1964 430  ton 195,00 83,900
1963 100 ton  227.00 22,700
03l 1964 1,480 ton 71.60 106,000
1963 1,190 ton 86,50 103,000
Oranges, Navel 1964 360 7 .65 2,750 ton 120.00 330,000
1963 360 8.04 2,890 ton 70.00 202,000
Mandarins & 1964 15 L3 64 ton 281,00 18,000
Tangerines 1963 15 3.0 A5  ton 235.00 10,600
Miscellaneous 1964 20 3,600
Citrus 1963 #20 1,440
Peaches 1964 holh3  13.5 56,000 ton ¢ 72,50 4,060,000
Clingstone 1963 3,873 12.0 46,500 ton 57.00 2,650,000
Freestone 1964 449  10.8 4,890  ton 60.10 294,000
1963 L57 9.2 L,200  ton 60.00 252,000
Pears, Bartlett 1964 72 1l.1 801 ton 73.00 58,500
1963 28 1.78 50 tom 110,00 5,500

¥ Rivised figures.

## Prices for Clingstone peaches are now being reported at processing plant door
basis as of 1964L. In the past, they were reported at the first delivery point
prices.

-l -



FRUIT AND NUT CROPS: ACREAGE, PRODUCTION AND VALUE (cont.)

Production Value
Bearing Per Per

Crop Year Acreage Acre Total Unit Unit Total
Prunes, Dried 1964 4,164 3.2 13,300 ton $ 234.00 $ 3,112,000
1963 3,652  1.93 7,040  ton 265.00 1,866,000
Walnuts, Black 1964 322 3,15 985 ton 36.40 35,900
1963 303 2,11 640 ton 30.00 19,200
Persian 1964 L 665 625 2,920 ton 455,00 1,329,000
1963 44235 6 2,540 ton  490.00 1,245,000
#Miscellaneous 1964 236 66,830
1963 156 —lt2,870
Total 1964 34,763 $ 18,484,730
1963 32,788 $ 13,947,810

% Apricots, Avocados, Bushberries, Cherries, Figs, Nectarines, Pecans, Persimmons,
Pistachio, Plums, Strawberries.

NURSERY PRODUCTS: PRODUCTION AREA, SALES AND VALUE

Production Area

House Field Sold by Per

Ttem Year Sq. Ft. Acres Producers Unit Unit Total
Conifer Seedlings 1964 T 1,151,000 plant $ 011 $ 12,700
1963 7e 962,400 plant Ol 9,620
Deciduous Fruit 1964 23 254,000 plant .85 216,000
& Nut Trees 1963 7.5 194,000 plant 1.20 233,000
#Ornamental Trees 1964 1. 14,650 plant 1.66 27,470
& Shrubs 1963 Ts 9,100 plant .92 8,350
Bedding Plants 1964 7,000 9,000 flat 2,11 19,000
1963 7,000 7,000 flat 1.80 12,600
HMiscellaneous 1964 3,000 1.5 3,500 plant 1.00 3,500
1963 3,000 1.5 9,600 plant 1.03 9,890
Total 1964 10,000  32.5 $ 278,670
1963 10,000 27.0 $ 273,460

# Includes broad leaved evergreens, coniferous evergreens, deciduous shade trees

and shrubs and miscellaneous citrus.
#% Includes grapevines, herbaceous perennials, indoor decorative plants, bulbs,

rhizomes, roots, etc.
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LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY:

PRODUCTION AND VALUE

Production Value
No. of Total Per

ITtem Yoar Head Live Weight Unit Unit Total
Cattle & Calves 1964 30,500 213,000 ewte $ 19.50 $ 4,154,000
1963 30,700 215,000 cwt o 23,10 4,966,000
Sheep & Lambs 1964 22,500 24,800 cwt o 19.20 476,000
1963 32,500 35,700 cwto 18.70 667,000
Hogs & Pigs 1964 23,500 535700 cwt o 16,50 853,000
1963 26,000 54,600 ewt o 17.20 939,000
#Miscellaneous 1964 336,650
Poultry 1963 336,570
Total 1964 $ 5,819,650
1963 $ 6,908,670

# Meat Poultry, Partridges, Pheasants, Rabbits, Turkeys

LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY PRODUCTS:

PRODUCTION AND VALUE

Value
Per

Ttem Year Production Unit Unit Total
Milk, Market 1964 158,000 cwte $ 4.97 $ 785,000
#1963 177,000 cwt o Lo 9k 874,000
Manufacturing 1964 105,000 ewt o 3.46 363,000
#1963 123,000 cwto 3.20 394,000
Wool 1964 130,000 1b. .60 78,000
1963 190,000 1bs 55 104,000
Eggs, Chicken 1964 2,676,000 doz. 357 955,000
Market 1963 1,999,000 doz. 0326 652,000
Hateching 1964 91,800 doz BT 61,500
1963 114,000 doz .62 70,700
Eggs, Turkey 1964 250,000 each o2l 60,000
Hatching 1963 420,000 each 2 88,200
Total 1964 $ 2,302,500
1963 $ 2,182,900

% Revised figures



APIARY PRODUCTS: PRODUCTION AND VALUE

Value
Production Per

Ttem Year Total Unit Unit Total
Honey 1964 242,000 1b. $ .13 $ 31,500
1963 502,000 1b. 142 71,300

Beeswax 1964 3,200 1b. 43 13380
1963 8,370 1b. k2 3,500

Package Bees 1964 68,000 1hs 1.00 68,000
1963 46,4500 1bas .90 41,800

Queen Bees 1964 25,900 each 1.25 32,400
1963 22,300 each 1,21 27,000

Pollination 1964 14,800 colony 1l.55 22,900
1963 13,800 colony 1.50 20,700

Nuclei 1964 985 each 6.87 6,770
1963 600 each 6.65 3,990

Total 1964, $ 162,950

1963 $ 168,290

PAYMENTS UNDER AGRICULTURAL STABILIZATION COMMITTEE
1964 1963

Agricultural Conservation Reserve $ 30,428 $ 172,033
Agricultural Conservation Program 118,482 93,830
Wool Incentive Payments 35,053 36,599
Sugar Beet Payments 131,662 128,000
Feed Grain Program 363,265 210,943
Wheat Stabilization Program 58,053 40,707
Total $ 737,000 $ 582,000



JANUARY 1 INVENTORIES OF LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY

Ttem _1965 1964

Cattle and Calves

A1l 52,300 48,500

Milk cows 2 years and over 4,300 4,500

Cattle and Calves in feed lots 3,150 2,330
Sheep and Lambs

All 28,000 33,000

Stock Sheep 15,400 17,000

Sheep and Lambs on feed 12,600 16,000
Hogs and Pigs

A1l 10,300 11,250
Hens and Pullets of laying age 125,000 115,000
Turkey Breeder Hens 5,000 75500
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