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Butte County

LAND OF NATURAL WEALTH AND BEAUTY

OFFICE OF AGRICULTURAL COMMISSIONER

Agricultural Commissioner AGRICULTURAL BUILDING
Donald J. Black Nelson Avenue, Oroville, California
Deputy Commissioner Mail: P.O. Box 1229
R. A. Mackessy Telephone: 533-1230; Ext. 262
Mr. Charles Paul, Director
California Department of Agriculture
and
The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Butte
Jack J. McKillop, Chairman
William R. Alldredge Leslie J. Pryde
Floyd F. Giles Emil G. Steinegger
Gentlemens

I pleasurably submit the twenty-fifth annual crop report of
agricultural production for 1963 as required by Section 65.5 of
the Agricultural Code.

It is to be noted that the 1963 production value is slightly
below that of the previous year due primarily to adverse weather
conditions. Weather phenomena is the farmers most uncontrollable

and unpredictable production factor.

A few changes have been made in the 1962 reported data to
make it more precise., This is done when more accurate figures
are brought to our attention.

The crop value data in this report are F.0.B. values of the
crops and not net returns to the growers. Production costs must
be subtracted to arrive at true net returns.

Expressed appreciation and acknowledgement is given to
Deputy Agricultural Commissioner, R. A, Mackessy and members
of the staff for the compilation of this report.

Special thanks is hereby extended to the many individuals,
agencies and producers for their excellent cooperation in making

this report possible.
Respectfully submitted,

Wena) Pk

Donald J. Black
Agricultural Commissioner



1963 Crop Summary

Anticipated record yields for some of the county’s major crops failed to
materialize this year due to unfavorable weather conditions. Very heavy, late
spring rains delayed some of the field and truck crop plantings. In particular,
rice seeding was retarded so late that sufficient growing and ripening time
needed to complete the crop was questionable.

Rice growing problems were compounded by excessive heavy rains and winds
before mid-harvest time, resulting in loss of grain that could have given us
the highest rice yields the county has ever recorded.

These same untimely fall rains retarded the harvest of beans, milo, field
corn, sugar beets, walnuts, almonds and heavy losses were realized in some of
these crops.

A short period of below freezing temperatures during the critical time of
almond bloom resulted in moderate damage to some of the early varieties. Con-
tinual spring rains are believed to have reduced the apple, pear, peach and
prune crops because of insufficient pollination and the delayed pest spray
programs failed to prevent crop reducing diseases.

In the field crops division, we find that both safflower and sorghum grains
have been added to the list of million dollar crops. They join barley, alfalfa
hay, pastures and rice in this category while beans dropped out of the million
dollar bracket for the first time since 1960.

Total field crop acreage for the year increased roughly 6,000 acres, but the
total value of all field crops decreased slightly.

Nearly 5,000 acres of oats and vetch were plowed under because of severe
damage from late spring rains.

A sizeable acreage of the 1963 sugar beet crop was over-wintered because of
early fall rains, to be harvested in the spring of 1964. This unharvested
acreage and estimated production is included in the 1963 report for uniformity

in state-wide crop reporting.

Seed crop production value was down nearly $200,000 from the preceding year
due to inclement weather preventing the planting and harvesting of nearly 7,000

acres.

Value and acreage of vegetable crops were both down. Cantaloupes, watermelons

and processing tomatoes led the decrease in both categories.

The aggregate value of fruit and nut crops realized an incrgase of $300,000
over 1962 despite unfavorable climatic conditions. A notable increase 9f 2,000
bearing acres of fruit and nut trees coming into production is also noticed.

Almonds continue to lead fruit and nut crop values followed by peaches,
prunes, olives and walnuts, all over the million dollar value,

The growers cost of production continues to increase in nearly all of the farm~
ing operations. To help combat this they are inventing, perfecting end utilizing
inereased amounts of mechanization. With the expected farm labor shortage in the
near future, greater emphasis will be placed on mechanical help in crop production.



BUTTE COUNTY AGRICULTURAL ACREAGE STATISTICS

1963

Bearing Non=Bearing Total
Orchard Crops Acreage Acreage Acreage

Citrus
Mandarins 15 19 3l
Navels 360 20 380
Miscellaneous 16 0 16
Almonds 1),290 3,702 17,992
Apples 529 19 5L8
Apricots 3L 0 3k
Avocados L 0 L
Cherries 2 I 6
Figs 13 0 13
Grapes 56 0 56
Nectarines 3 3L 3l
Olives 1,870 85 4,955
Peaches, cling 3,873 627 l4,500
Peaches, freestone L57 13 L70
Pears 28 8L0 868
Pecans 18 19 37
Persimmons 19 0 19
Pistachio 27 7 3k
Plums 22 0 22
Prunes 3,652 2,740 6,392
Walnuts L,235 2,631 6,866
#Miscellaneous 309 __ 325 634
Total 32,832 11,082 43,914

% TIncludes Chestnuts, Filberts, Black Walnuts



FIELD CROPS:

ACREAGE, PRODUCTION AND VALUE

Production Value
Harvested Per Per
Crop Year Acreage  Acre  Total Unit Unit Total
Barley 1963 23,000 1.1 25,300 ton $ 47.00 $ 1,189,000
1962 22,000 1.5 33,000 ton L4 .00 1,452,000
Beans, dry edible 1963 5,170 49 4,650 ton 190,00 g8L,,000
1962 9,900 .88 8,700 ton 164 .46 1,431,000
Corn 1963 1,700 i ; 5,100 ton 52.00 265,000
1962 1,700 3 5,100 ton 51,00 260,000
Hay, alfalfa 1963 8,300 Te 58,100 ton 27.00 1,569,000
1962 8,400 T 58,800 ton 22,00 1,294,000
Grain 1963 4,720 2.5 11,800 ton 20,00 236,000
1962 5,500 2.4 13,200 ton 18.00 238,000
Oats 1963 6,020 o 4,210 ton 48,00 202,000
1962 14,000 .8 11,200 ton L6 .40 520,000
Pasture, irrigated 1963 21,500 3 acre 60.00 1,290,000
1962 21,500 ¥ acre 60.00 1,290,000
Sudan grass 1963 250 * acre 80,00 20,000
1962 300 ¥* acre 80,00 24,000
Other 1963 331,000 * acre 3.50 1,158,000
1962 331,000 #* acre 3+50 1,158,000
Rice 1963 56,046 2, 112,000 ton 100,00 11,200,000
1962 53,828 2.5 134,600 ton 90.00 12,114,000
Safflower 1963 16,700 .75 12,500 ton 81.50 1,019,000
1962 12,900 75 9,700 ton 86 .40 838,000
Silage, corn 1963 L00  20. 8,000 ton 8,00 64,000
1962 560 20, 11,200 ton 8.00 89,600
Sorghum, grain 1963 21,300 2.5 53,200  ton 48,00 2,554,000
1962 9,800 2.2 21,600 ton 46,20 998,000
Sugar beets 1963 3,406 18.8 64,000 ton 12.00 768,000
1962 2,982 22.4 66,900 ton 10.80 722,500
Wheat 1963 6,147 o9 5,530 ton 63.00 348,000
1962 L, 828 x 19 4,830 ton 66.00 319,000
#¥#Miscellaneous 1963
1962 631 48,000
Total 1963 505,659 $ 22,766,000
1962 499,829 $ 22,796,100
# Per acre value
#¥* Lentils, Sunflowers, Castor Beans =~ 2 =



SEED CROPS:

ACREAGE, PRODUCTION AND VALUE

Production Value
Harvested Per Per
Y 4% Year _ Acreage Acre Total _ Unit _ Unit Total

Alfalfa 1963 620 255 158,000  1b. 35 08 55,300
1962 200 382 76,400  1b. .36 27,500
Barley 1963 500 2,200 1,298,000 1b, .03 38,900
1962 346 3,200 1,107,000 1b. 025 27,700
Beans 1963 300 1,500 450,000  1b, 11 49,500
1962 263 1,850 486,500 1b. 089 43,300

Clover, all 1963
1962 138 136 18,800 1b. .35 6,580
Melons & Cucurbits 1963 700 490 343,000 1lb. .53 182,000
1962 1,010 286 289,000 1b. o5h 156,000
Oats 1963 1,000 1,100 1,100,000 1b. Oy Ly ;000
1962 3,030 1,450 4,390,000  1lb. 032 140,000
Peas, field 1963 961 1,622 1,559,000 1b. 041 63,900
1962 362 1,360 492,300 1lb. NorA 19,700
Rice, certified 1963 1,120 4,300 4,816,000 1b. 072 347,000
1962 1,465 5,000 7,325,000 1b. 0625 458,000
Safflower 1963 100 2,400 240,000  1b. 043 10,300
1962 200 1,900 380,000 1b. LOL5 17,100
Vetch, purple 1963 5,470 470 2,571,000  1b. 07 180,000
1962 10,000 350 3,500,000 1b. 065 227,000
#Vetch, other 1963 873 1,000 873,000 1b. 075 65,500
1962 1,300 550 715,000 1b, 0725 51,800
Wheat 1963 50 1,600 80,000 1b. Ol 3,200
1962 260 2,000 520,000 1b. o' 20,800

#HMiscellaneous 1963
1962 1,50 40,100
Total 1963 11,784 $ 1,039,600
1962 19,024 $ 1,235,580

% Common, Lana, Auburn and Wooly Podded

¢ Piper- Sudan Grass, Canary Grass, lLarge Seeded Horse Beans



VEGETABLE CROPS:

ACREAGE, PRODUCTION AND VALUE

Production Value
Harvested Per Per
Crop Year Acreage Acre Total Unit Unit Total
Corn, sweet 1963 25 3.5 87 ton $ 90.00 $ 75830
1962 40 15 60 ton 110.00 6,600
*Melons 1963 110 18,000
1962 356 77,100
Pumpkin, field 1963 1,100 18.2 20,000  ton 8,00 160,000
1962 1,000 18.3 18,300 ton 8.00 146,000
Squash 1963 25 1.2 30 ton 336.00 10,100
1962 L5 3.3 150 ton 128,00 19,200
Tomatoes
Fresh market
and processing 1963 1,660 25,2 41,800 ton 26,50 1,108,000
1962 2,402 21.1 50,880 ton 28,19 1,434,400
#Miscellaneous
Vegetables 1963 38 27,200
192 __ 1 20,000
Total 1963 2,958 $ 1,331,130
1962 3,850 $ 1,703,300

*  Cantaloupe, Casaba, Watermelon, Zucca
#  Carrots, Cucumbers, Turnips, Rutabagas, Onions, Peppers, Mushrooms



FRUIT AND NUT CROFPS:

ACREAGE , PRODUCTION AND VALUE

Production Vaiue
Bearing Per Per
Urop Year Acreage  Acra  Tobal Unit Unit Total
Almonds 1963 11,290 65 9,300  ton $ 550,00 § 5,115,000
1962 13,982 .5 7,000 ton 652,00 L,564,000
Hulls 1963 ,95 13,600  ton 11,00 150,000
1962 b 8,L00  ton 11.36 95,400
Apples, all 1963 529 8,1 4,290  ton 86,60 371,500
1962 50 12,1 6,530  ton 96,32 629,000
Fresh market 1963 2,910 ton 112,00 326,000
1962 1,050  ton 125,00 506,300
Processing 1963 1,380  tom 33.00 15,500
1962 2,480  tom 19.60 123,000
Apricots 1963 3L 1.82 62  ton  135.00 8,370
1962 28 .5 1,  ton 128,60 1,800
Grapes 1563 56 3.5 196  ton 106,00 20,800
1962 58 2,32 135  ton 106,00 1),300
Olives, all 1963 4,870  1.61 7,830  ton  187.00 1,463,700
1962 L,807 1.88 9,016 ton 158,00 1,426,070
Canned 1963 6,540 ton 205.00 1,338,000
1962 7,076  ton 178,00 1,261,570
Fresh 1963 100  ton  227.00 22,700
1962 100  tom 205,00 20,500
01l 1963 1,190  ton 86,50 103,000
1962 1,840  ton 78,30 14k ,000
Oranges

Navel #1.963-6h 360 8,04 2,890  ton 70.00 202,000
1962-63 360 8.3 2,990  ton 70,30 210,000
1961 ~62 370 1,04 385 ton 166,00 63,900

Mandarins &
Tangerines 1963 15 3.0 45  ton 235,00 10,600
1962 16 L.7 75 ton 270,00 20,200
Valencia 1963 b 3.0 12 ton 120,00 1,440
1962 L 3.2 13 ton 153,00 2,000

# This crop actually harvested in 1963,

uniformity throughout the state in reporting eitrus production,

-5 .

Tt is reported in this manner for



FRUIT AND NUT CROPS: ACREAGE, PRODUCTION AND VALUE (cont,)

Production Value
Bearing  Per Per
Crop Year Acreage Acre Total Unit Unit Total
Peaches
Clingstone 1963 3,873 12,0 L6,500  ton 57.00 $ 2,650,000
1962 3,320 12,8 142,400  ton 65,00 2,756,000
Freestone 1963 L57 9.2 ly,200 ton 60,00 252,000
1962 56 8. 3,650  ton 70,00 255,000
Pears, Bartlett 1963 28 1,78 50  ton 110,00 5,500
1962 80 1.5 91  ton 75.50 6,870
Prunes, Dried 1963 3,652 1.93 7,040 ton 265,00 1,866,000
1962 3,055 2,23 6,800 ton  285.00 1,938,000
Walnuts
Black 1963 303 2s1l 61,0 ton 30,00 19,200
1962 303 5,18 1,570  ton 30,00 147,100
Persian 1963 L,235 .6 2,540  ton 490,00 1,245,000
1962 14,093 .6 2,450  ton  LL7.00 1,095,000
#¥Miscellanecus 1963 66 16,700
1962 6l 32,3L0
1962 31,146 $ 13,093,080

s Bushberries, Cherries, Figs, Nectarines, Persimmons, Flums, Strawberries



NURSERY PRODUCTS: PRODUCTION AREA, SALES AND VALUE

Production Area Value
House Field Sold by Per
Item Year Sg. Ft. Acres Producers Unit Unit Total
Citrus 1963 e 100 plant $ 3.00 $ 300
1962 L 500 plant 3.00 1,500
Citrus Seedlings 1963 4,000 plant o5 1,800
1962 4,000  plant o5 1,800
Conifer Seedlings 1963 Te 962,400  plant .01 9,620
1962 7. 1,424,000 plant Nl 14,200
Deciduous Fruit

& Nut Trees 1963 175 194,000 plant 1420 233,000
1962 1. 201,700 plant 1.28 258,300

#Ornamental Trees
and Shrubs 1963 5,000 plant 1.25 6,250
1962 10,000 plant  1.25 12,500
Bedding Plants 1963 7,000 7,000 flat 1.80 12,600
1962 7,000 7,000 flat 1.80 12,600
##Miscellaneous 1963 3,000 15 9,600  plant 1.03 9,890
1962 3,000 1 6,500 plant  1.00 6,500
Total 1963 10,000 29..0 $ 273,460
1962 10,000 23.0 $ 307,400

¥  TIncludes broad leaved evergreens, coniferous evergreens, deciduous shade trees

and shrubs.

#% TIncludes grapevines, herbaceous perennials, indocor decorative plants, bulbs,
rhizomes, roots, etc.



LIVESTOCK AND POULTEY :

PRODUCTION AND VALUE

Production Value
No. of Total Per
Item Year Head Live Weight Unit Unit Total
Cattle & Calves 1963 30,700 215,000 ewt. $ 23.10 $ 4,966,000
1962 30,300 212,000 cwt o 23.00 1,880,000
Sheep & Lambs 1963 32,500 35,700 cwt o 18.70 667 ,000
1962 35,000 38,500 cwt 16.00 616,000
Hogs & Pigs 1963 26,000 50,600 cwt o 17.20 939,000
1962 23,500 49,400 cwb. 18.70 924,000
Poultry
Broilers & Fryers 1963 5,000 16,300 1b. +30 4,890
1962 14,000 49,000 1b. b 7,840
Other Chickens 1963 106,000 530,000 1B 1.0 53,000
1962 110,000 550,000 1b. .06 33,000
Pheasants &
Partridges 1963 26,300 75,500 1b. 1.00 7545500
1962 17,500 50,200 167 1,01 50,700
Turkeys 1963 36,000 828,000 1b. 215 178,000
1962 148,000 960,000 1hs 220 192,000
Turkey Breeders 1963 7400 each 2.90 21,500
1962
Rabbits 1963 3,300 15,100 1b. .25 3,780
1962 4,850 21,900 1be .23 5,080
Total 1963 $ 6,908,670
1962 $ 6,708,620



LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY PRODUCTS:

PRODUCTION AND VALUE

Value
Per
ITtem Year Production Unit Unit Total
Milk, Market 1963 180,000 ewt.  $L4.92 $ 886,000
#1962 200,000 cwt . 5,03 1,006,000
Manufacturing 1963 124,000 cwt o % 398,000
#1962 176,000 ewb o 3.21 565,000
Wool 1963 190,000 1b. 055 104,000
1962 240,000 1b. o47 113,000
Eggs, Chicken
Market 1963 1,999,000 doz. 0326 652,000
1962 1,906,000 doz. 031 591,000
Hatching 1963 114,000 doz. .62 70,700
1962 184,000 doz s A 118,000
Eggs, Turkey
Hatching 1963 4,20,000 each o2l 88,200
1962
Total 1963 $ 2,198,900
#1962 $ 2,393,000
*Revised figures
APIARY PRODUCTS: PRODUCTION AND VALUE
Value
Production Per
Item Year Total Unit Unit Total
Honey 1963 502,000 1b. $ o142 $ 71,300
1962 524,000 1b. 12 62,900
Beeswax 1963 8,370 1b. o2 3,500
1962 8,800 1be W42 3,700
Package Bees 1963 46,500 1b. 90 41,800
1962 39,700 1b. 90 35,700
Queen Bees 1963 22,300 each 1.:21 27,000
1962 23,700 each 1.22 28,900
Pollination 1963 13,800 colony 150 20,700
1962 13,900 colony 1.62 22,500
Nuclei 1963 600 each 6.65 3,990
1962 9,500 each 5,00 47,500
Total 1963 $ 168,290
1962 $ 201,200



PAYMENTS UNDER AGRICULTURAL STABILIZATION COMMITTEE

1963 1962
Agricultural Conservation Reserve $ 72,033 $ 74,730
Agricultural Conservation Program 93,830 88,872
Wool Incentive Payments 36,599 66,226
Sugar Beet Payments 128,000 133,800
Feed Grain Program 210,943 273,840
Wheat Stabilization Program 40,707 20,980
Total $ 582,000 $ 688,000
JANUARY 1 INVENTORIES OF LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY
Ttem 1964 1963

Cattle and Calves

All 48,500 51,500

Milk cows 2 years and over 44500 5,800

Cattle and Calves in feed lots 2,330 1,750
Sheep and Lambs

All 33,000 38,000

Stock Sheep 17,000 17,000

Sheep and Lambs on feed 16,000 21,000
Hogs and Pigs

A1l 11,250 12,300
Hens and Pullets of laying age 115,000 120,000
Turkey Breeder Hens 7,500 2,000

& B0
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