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How Can We Better Conserve Agricultural Lands? 

Agricultural Mitigation  
Ordinance (AMO) 

 An AMO has been proposed to help protect 
Butte County's agricultural lands from  
conversion to non-agricultural uses. 

 Developers of agricultural lands would be  
required to permanently protect twice as much 
land of equal or greater agricultural value. 

 The purpose of the proposed ordinance is not to  
prevent development, but to conserve  
agricultural land while permitting appropriate 
levels of development. 

California Land Conservation  
(Williamson) Act 

 The Williamson Act provides a tax breaks to landowners 
who enter a voluntary contract with the County. 

 These contracts help prevent premature and  
unnecessary conversion of agricultural lands  
to urban uses. 

 As of 2017, Butte County has Williamson Act contracts 
on 1,425 parcels, protecting 210,155 acres of agricultur-
al lands. 

 From 2011-2017, over 8,500 acres of farmland in Butte 
County were removed from the Williamson Act. 

What Factors Can Lead to the  
Development of Agricultural Lands? 

 Near to urban areas 

 Near to residential areas 

 Near to smaller agricultural parcels 

 Near to expanding or new roads 

 Near to other non-agricultural uses 

Once agricultural land is converted to  
non-agricultural use, it is unlikely to return  
to agriculture. 

Agricultural Lands Conversion 

 From 2004 to 2016, Butte County lost 13,635 acres of  
farmland to urban land, built-up land, and other land uses 
(Butte County 2016 Crop Report). 

 This conversion included: 

 4,996 acres of Prime Farmland 
 1,678 acres of Unique Farmland 
 6,236 acres of Grazing Land 

 Butte County’s grazing lands are more likely to be converted 
to non-agricultural uses than any other agricultural lands. 

Urbanization of Agricultural Lands 
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Practices suggested in SALC  documents may not be appropriate for all agricultural operations. Interested land owners and managers are encouraged  
to evaluate the practices described in this brochure to determine whether they are feasible and appropriate for their property and operation. 
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For More Information... 

 Butte County Sustainable Agricultural Lands Conservation (SALC) 
Strategy https://www.buttecounty.net/dds/Planning/Grants/SALC.aspx 

 SALC Mapper 
http://gis.buttecounty.net/public/index.html?viewer=salc 

Butte County’s SALC Strategy Addresses 
Agriculturally Zones Lands Butte County’s  

Top 15 Crops (2016) 

1. Walnuts: $234,635,700 

2. Almonds: $187,902,400 

3. Rice: $122,845,800 

4. Prunes: $31,001,978 

5. Cattle & Calves: $13,462,848 

6. Rice (Seed): $12,481,461 

7. Nursery Stock: $11,664,000 

8. Peaches: $9,846,875 

9. Harvested Timber: $8,518,497 

10. Apiary (Pollination): $8,188,410 

11. Fruit & Nut (Misc.): $5,418,360 

12. Field Crop (Misc.): $5,294,400 

13. Kiwifruit: $3,826,785 

14. Almond (Hulls): $3,600,000 

15. Olive (Oil): $3,151,264 

Agriculture is a key component of  
Butte County’s economy. Conserving  

agricultural lands protects this  
economic sector. 

Agriculture in Butte County 
W h a t  D o  O u r  Ag r ic u l t u r a l  L a n d s  Pr o v id e ?  
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How Can I Participate In Agricultural Land Conservation? 

 Grassland Conservation: Visit the Climate Action Reserve website to learn 
more about incentives for grassland conservation 
http://www.climateactionreserve.org/how/ 

 Agricultural and Open Space Conservation: Contact our  local land trust 
here http://landconservation.org/ 
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