T H E P ERMITTING
P RO C ESS

J UST THE F A CT S


39% of state energy expenditures go toward
commercial and residential buildings, with
57% of that used for lighting.



In 2010 residential and commercial
structures in Butte County used a combined
total of approximately 1 billion kilowatt hours.
Assuming a 14 cent per kWh average, that
energy use costs approximately $140 million.

Applicant Obtains Property Information
From the Department of
Development Services Planning Division

Applicant Drafts Project and Site Plans


Applicant Presents Plans and Necessary
Documents to County Review Department





County Approves Plans

R ESO U RC ES FO R
H O MEOWN ERS
A ND B UIL D ERS
Butte County
Department of Development Services
Building Division
CALBO Building Department of the Year Award
2011-2012
www.buttecounty.net/dds

The American Council for an Energy-Efficient
Economy projects that, by 2020, Californians
will save $700 million annually as a result of
state-mandated appliance standards.
People spend roughly 80-90% of their time in
buildings and need healthy indoor environments.
Employees in energy-efficient and properly
ventilated buildings avoid excessive illness
due to better indoor air quality, day-lighting in
work areas, more healthful materials in furniture and flooring, and regulated temperature.

Applicant Receives Permit

7 County Center Drive
Oroville, CA 95965
(530) 538-7601

CALGreen
www.hcd.ca.gov/CALGreen.html

Recology: Recycling Services
www.recology.com

H2OUSE: Water-Saving Home

www.h2ouse.org/tour/smart-from-the-start.cfm

PG&E Energy-Saving Tips
www.pge.com/mybusiness/energysavingsrebates/tips

Applicant Constructs Project

Butte Regional Public Transit
www.blinetransit.com

Valley Contractors Exchange

County Conducts Inspections and Issues

www.vceonline.com

Certificate of Occupancy
California Building Officials
www.calbo.org

More information can be found on the Department of
Development Services website.
www.buttecounty.net/dds

Example of day-lighting at Lundberg Family Farms in Richvale, CA.
Brochure: Nick Danty 2012
Photos courtesy of Lundberg Family Farms.

Butte County
Department of Development Services

GREEN B UILDING
S TA N DA R D S

GREEN BUILDING
Green building is the
method of designing,
constructing,
and
maintaining
new
buildings to maximize
energy efficiency and
lessen the impact of the
building on the natural
environment and the
health of its occupants.

PLANNING AND DESIGN

Storm and surface water runoff must be accounted
for when planning a project. If not managed
properly, runoff from streets and construction sites
can cause flooding, erosion, and pollution of waterways. CALGreen requires builders to prevent and
mitigate for storm and surface water runoff.
Options include:

Limits have been set by CALGreen that regulate the
number of gallons per minute (GPM) indoor and outdoor water fixtures can use. A 20% reduction from
California’s current maximum water usage is required for new homes. There are several tools that
can help builders achieve these reductions’.



Swales



Water Meters



Wattles



Low-flow Shower Heads



Rip Rap



Faucet Aerators



French Drains



Irrigation Monitoring Systems



Water Retention



Dual Flush or Waterless Urinals

CALGreen

Gardens

The 2011 California Green Building Standards
Code (CALGreen) set mandatory green design
specifications for new buildings. Non-residential
building requirements are slightly more stringent
than residential, but the standards for each are
broken down into the same five sections:

WATER EFFICIENCY AND
C O N S E RVA T I O N



Retention Basins

Swales collect and filter runoff from
streets and driveways.
Photo courtesy of www.inthewatershed.org






Planning and Design
Energy Efficiency
Water Efficiency and Conservation
Material and Resource Efficiency
Environmental Quality

Protecting a building from the elements lessens the
likelihood of mold, rot, and weak structural integrity
that can lead to expensive renovations. CALGreen
requires preventive actions including:

Voluntary Actions
CALGreen offers two additional, optional measures
that builders and local governments can use to
contribute to state sustainability goals. Referred to as
Tiers 1 and 2, these actions are not enforced by the
State but can be adopted by cities and counties as
requirements. Complying with the tiers is useful for
projects undergoing review from Green Point or LEED,
two third-party organizations that use a point system to
rate a building based on its “green” attributes. Butte
County is not affiliated with either organization, nor
does it require Tiers 1 or 2, but they are available to
builders upon request.

ENERGY EFFICIENCY

CALGreen does not regulate energy usage. However, the California Energy Commission encourages a
voluntary 15% reduction from the current statemandated energy standards for new buildings. This
can be achieved by integrating a variety of improvements such as:




Installing energy-efficient appliances and
compact fluorescent light bulbs (CFL’s)

The goal of the Environmental Quality standards
is to eliminate or lessen the presence of air
contaminants in a building. This is done through
proper design and installation of ventilation systems, wood products, finish materials, carpets and
flooring. CALGreen enforces ventilation design
standards and restrictions on the use of certain materials:


Ventilation Design
 Properly sealed ducts maximize the
intake of exhaust fans and the
effectiveness of HVAC systems.



Wood Products
 Hardwood plywood, particle board, and
fireboard contain formaldehyde and must
comply with the maximum levels laid out
in CALGreen.

MATERIAL AND RESOURCE
EFFICIENCY




E N V I R O N M E N T A L Q UA L I T Y

Water Resistance/Moisture Management


Direct sprinklers away from house.



Install drainage planes.



Construction Waste Reduction
 Recycle or salvage at least 50% of nonhazardous construction materials .



Durability
 Seal circular spaces between the outside
of a utility pipe and the inside edge of the
wall or floor where the pipe enters.



Building Maintenance and Operation Booklet1
 Compile instructions for the proper
operation and maintenance, and
importance of the building’s functions .
 Provide information to the tenant on solar energy programs2, waste diversion,
and recycling locations.

Daylighting: Placing windows and skylights to let
in the maximum amount of sunlight
Abiding by other CALGreen regulations designed
to maximize energy efficiency

These energy improvements are only suggestions
and are not required by CALGreen or Butte County.

1



Identify public transportation options.



Provide tenants with copies of inspection
verifications.

Booklet templates are available on the CALGreen website.

2 Links

to State solar programs can be found on the Department of Development Services Building
Division website. www.buttecounty.net/dds.







Certain wood products are more
susceptible to moisture damage and
must be analyzed prior to installation.

Finish Materials


Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs) are
toxic chemicals that evaporate out of
finish materials such as paints,
adhesives, sealants, and caulks.



CALGreen sets limits on allowable levels
of VOCs in these products.

Carpets and Flooring


These two products also contain VOCs
and must pass a green product test
before being installed.

