BUTTE COUNTY FOREST ADVISORY COMMITTEE

June 27, 2022 — 5:00 P.M. Meeting via Zoom

This agenda is also posted online at http://www.buttecounty.net/dds/Meetings/Public-Access-Lands/FAC
at least 3 days prior to the meeting.
Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82080973294?pwd=T1lvM090SnRGdCsvcUt5Ri9ESVlVUT09
Meeting ID: 820 8097 3294 Passcode: 224295

One tap mobile +16699006833,,82080973294# US (San Jose)

Dial by your location: +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
ITEM NO.
1.00

Call to order – Zoom

2.00

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America

2.01

Roll Call – Members: Nick Repanich, Thad Walker, Teri Faulkner, Trish Puterbaugh, Dan Taverner, Peggy Moak
Alternates: Vance Severin, Bob Gage, Frank Stewart, Holly Jorgensen (Tourism/Economic Development Alternate-vacant)
Invited Guests: Tracy Kay Schohr (UC Cooperative Extension); Aaron Wright/Ryan Martin (California State
Parks; PG&E Land Planners: Jesus Viscarra, Sam Hillaire, Jim McKay and Matt Walker; Jeremy Wilson
(friends of the High Lakes); John Stonebraker (Upper Ridge Community Council); Deb Bumpus (Forest
Supervisor, Lassen National Forest); Russell Nickerson (District Ranger, Almanor Ranger District, Lassen
National Forest); David Brillenz (District Ranger, Feather River Ranger District (FRRD), Plumas National
Forest); Clay Davis (NEPA Planner, FRRD); Laura Page (Congressman LaMalfa’s Representative); Josh
Pack (Director of Public Works); Paula Daneluk (Director, Development Services); Kamie Loeser (Director,
Water and Resource Conservation)

2.02

Self-introduction of Forest Advisory Committee Members, Alternates, Guests, and Public – 5 Min.

3.00

Consent Agenda

3.01

Review and Approve Minutes of 5-23-22 – 5 Min.

4.00

Agenda

4.01

Resolution providing for remote teleconference meeting for the period of June 27 through July 26, 2022. On September 16,
2021, Governor Newsom signed AB 361 to amend the Brown Act to allow legislative bodies to meet via teleconference
during a proclaimed state of emergency in accordance with procedures established by AB 361 rather than under the Brown
Act's more narrow standard rules. If the BUTTE COUNTY FOREST ADVISORY COMMITTEE desires to continue to have
the ability to meet remotely via teleconference without meeting the more narrow standard Brown Act rules, the BUTTE
COUNTY FOREST ADVISORY COMMITTEE is required to adopt a resolution making the findings required by AB 361.
This is required as each 30 day period elapses. (see Staff Report, attached) – 5 Min.
ACTION REQUESTED: Approve resolution and authorize the Chair to sign.

4.02

Grazing Presentation – Tracy Schohr, UC Cooperative Extension and Dan Taverner, USDA Rangeland Specialist– 20 Min.

4.03

California State Parks Recreation Report – Aaron Wright / Ryan Martin- 15 Min.

4.04

PG&E Recreation Report – Jesus Viscarra, Principal Land Planner, and Planners Sam Hillaire, Jim McKay, Matt Walker –
20 Min.

4.05

High Lakes Update – Jeremy Wilson, President, Friends of the High Lakes – 10 Min.

4.06
LNF

PNF

4.07

5.0

Forest Projects Review – Current Quarter: Discussion & required FAC action for USFS projects affecting Butte County
residents’ forest management, recreational, environmental, socio-economic interests(Chair)
•

Lassen NF Almanor Ranger District: Report and Q & A on prescribed fire plans, pending, proposed and modified
projects, SOPA and Non-SOPA – 15 Min

•

Project Updates - OSV Final Decision

•

Campgrounds and Trails Updates

•

Plumas NF Feather River Ranger District, David Brillenz, District Ranger or Clay Davis, District Planner: Report
and Q & A on pending, proposed and modified projects, SOPA and Non-SOPA and Collaborator’s Meeting
Update – 15 Min.

•

Campground and Trails Updates

•

Project Updates

New Business–Considerations for upcoming meetings: Next meeting is July 25, 2022 - Zoom, 5:00 PM
•
Fish & Wildlife, Friends of Butte Creek: Butte Creek Spring Run Salmon
•
Follow up on Forest Restoration $$ available through Congressional Bill that La Malfa shared – how can Butte
County maximize funds for our area?
•
FOTHL Update – Jeremy Wilson, President
Public Comment (THE COMMITTEE IS PROHIBITED BY STATE LAW FROM TAKING ACTION ON ANY
ITEM PRESENTED IF IT IS NOT LISTED ON THE AGENDA.)

BUTTE COUNTY FOREST ADVISORY COMMITTEE
7 County Center Drive
Oroville, CA 95965

Resolution No. 2022-4 FAC
RESOLUTION OF THE AUTHORIZING REMOTE TELECONFERENCE MEETINGS OF THE LEGISLATIVE BODIES OF THE BUTTE
COUNTY FOREST ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR THE PERIOD OF June 27, 2022 through July 26, 2022, PURSUANT TO THE
RALPH M. BROWN ACT
WHEREAS, all meetings of the BUTTE COUNTY FOREST ADVISORY COMMITTEE and its legislative bodies are open
and public, as required by the Ralph M. Brown Act (Cal. Gov’t Code section 54950 et seq.), so that any member of the
public may attend, participate and view the legislative bodies conduct their business; and
WHEREAS, the Brown Act, Government Code section 54953(e), makes provisions for remote teleconferencing
participation in meetings by members of a legislative body, without compliance with the requirements of Government
Code section 54953(b)(3), subject to the existence of certain conditions and requirements; and
WHEREAS, Government Code section 54953(e) requirements include but are not limited to (1) the existence of a
state of emergency declared by the Governor pursuant to Government Code section 8625 and (2) State or local officials
have imposed or recommended measures to promote social distancing; and
WHEREAS, on March 4, 2020, Governor Gavin Newsom issued a Proclamation of State of Emergency in response
to the COVID-19 pandemic and as of the date of this Resolution, the proclaimed state of emergency remains in effect; and
WHEREAS, on March 17, 2020, Governor Newsom issued Executive Order N-29-20, which suspended and modified
the teleconferencing requirements under the Brown Act (California Government Code Section 54950 et seq.) to allow local
legislative bodies to hold public meetings via teleconference; and
WHEREAS, on June 11, 2021, the Governor issued Executive Order N-08-21, which extended the provisions of N29-20 concerning the conduct of public meetings through September 30, 2021, and the Governor subsequently signed
legislation revising Brown Act requirements for teleconferenced public meetings (Assembly Bill 361, referred to
hereinafter as “AB 361”); and
WHEREAS, to preserve public health and safety, the State Public Health Officer has issued various orders and
guidance regarding COVID-19 prevention measures, which include references and a statement of support for social
distancing recommendations (see Guidance for Use of Face Coverings (updated July 28, 2021) and COVID-19 Public Health
Recommendations for Fully Vaccinated People (dated August 24, 2021)); and
WHEREAS, the California Department of Industrial Relations has issued COVID-19 Prevention regulations in Title
8 of the California Code of Regulations (Section 3205 et seq.) which requires employers to (1) have a written COVID-19
prevention program including employee training that promotes physical distancing as an infection prevention measure
and (2) consider implementing physical distancing where feasible as a response to COVID-19 outbreaks; and

1

WHEREAS, based on the foregoing, the BUTTE COUNTY FOREST ADVISORY COMMITTEE finds that (1) the
Governor’s Proclaimed State of Emergency as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic is currently in effect and has not been
terminated and (2) State officials have imposed or recommended measures to promote social distancing; and
WHEREAS, the BUTTE COUNTY FOREST ADVISORY COMMITTEE has considered the circumstances of the state of
emergency, including all information related to this matter, the associated staff report; and
WHEREAS, in light of the foregoing, the BUTTE COUNTY FOREST ADVISORY COMMITTEE desires to continue to
have the flexibility to meet via tele/video conference and the BUTTE COUNTY FOREST ADVISORY COMMITTEE finds that
it and its legislative bodies shall be permitted to conduct their meetings by teleconferencing without compliance with
Government Code section 54953(b)(3) pursuant to section 54953(e), and such legislative bodies shall comply with the
requirements to provide the public with access to the meetings as prescribed by section 54953(e)(2).
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, FOUND AND ORDERED by the BUTTE COUNTY FOREST ADVISORY
COMMITTEE as follows:
1.
reference;

The facts set forth in the above recitals are true and correct and incorporated into this resolution by

2.
As a result of the continuing COVID-19 state of emergency declared by Governor Newsom, State officials
continue to impose or recommend measures to promote social distancing based on the State Public Health Officer’s
guidance and recommendations supporting social distancing and the Department of Industrial Relations’ issuance of
COVID-19 Prevention regulations through Title 8 of the California Code of Regulations, section 3205 et seq. promoting
social distancing in the workplace.
3.
Under the present circumstances, the BUTTE COUNTY FOREST ADVISORY COMMITTEE and any of its
legislative bodies are hereby authorized and directed to take all actions necessary to carry out the intent and purpose of
this Resolution including conducting open and public meetings in accordance with Government Code section 54953(e)
and other applicable provisions of the Brown Act.
4.
This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption and shall be effective until the earlier of
(i) July 26, 2022 or (ii) such time the BUTTE COUNTY FOREST ADVISORY COMMITTEE adopts a subsequent resolution in
accordance with Government Code section 54953(e)(3) to extend the time during which its legislative bodies may continue
to teleconference without compliance with Section 54953(b)(3).
PASSED AND ADOPTED by the BUTTE COUNTY FOREST ADVISORY COMMITTEE this 27th day of June, 2022, by
the following vote:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

ATTEST:

By: _____________________________
Peggy Moak, Ex-Officio
BUTTE COUNTY FOREST ADVISORY COMMITTEE

________________________________
Nick Repanich, Chair
BUTTE COUNTY FOREST ADVISORY COMMITTEE

MEMORANDUM
DATE:

June 27, 2022

TO:

BUTTE COUNTY FOREST ADVISORY COMMITTEE

FROM:

Peggy Moak

RE:

AB 361 – Authorization to Utilize Alternative Standards for Teleconferencing Public Meetings pursuant
to the Ralph M. Brown Act

On September 16, 2021, Governor Newsom signed AB 361 to amend the Brown Act to allow legislative bodies to
meet via teleconference during a proclaimed state of emergency in accordance with procedures established by
AB 361 rather than under the Brown Act's more narrow standard rules. If the BUTTE COUNTY FOREST ADVISORY
COMMITTEE desires to continue to have the ability to meet remotely via teleconference without meeting the
more narrow standard Brown Act rules, the BUTTE COUNTY FOREST ADVISORY COMMITTEE is required to adopt
a resolution making the findings required by AB 361.
The BUTTE COUNTY FOREST ADVISORY COMMITTEE may meet using the alternative rules of AB 361 if there is a
current state of emergency declared by the Governor pursuant to California Government Code section 8625 and
either (1) state or local officials have imposed or recommended measures to promote social distancing or (2) the
BUTTE COUNTY FOREST ADVISORY COMMITTEE has met or is meeting to decide by a majority vote that meeting
in person presents imminent risks to the health or safety of attendees. On March 4, 2020, Governor Gavin
Newsom issued a Proclamation of State of Emergency, which remains in effect today. Additionally, the State
Public Health Officer has issued guidance regarding COVID-19 prevention measures, which includes a statement
of support for social distancing recommendations. The California Department of Industrial Relations has issued
COVID-19 prevention regulations found at 8 C.C.R. §3205 et seq., which recommends social distancing as a
measure to decrease the spread of COVID-19.
Based on the existing state of emergency and state officials’ recommendations to socially distance, the BUTTE
COUNTY FOREST ADVISORY COMMITTEE has the ability to continue to meet remotely should it so choose. The
new law also requires the BUTTE COUNTY FOREST ADVISORY COMMITTEE to reconsider the determination no
later than 30 days after the first teleconference meeting held pursuant to AB 361 and every 30 days thereafter.
Adoption of the proposed resolution, attached hereto will enable the BUTTE COUNTY FOREST ADVISORY
COMMITTEE and Brown Act legislative bodies to meet via teleconference pursuant to AB 361 and to reconsider
the determination for subsequent meetings. Subsidiary legislative bodies will also approve their own resolution
to meet via teleconference and to reconsider the determination for subsequent meetings. The resolution does
not require the BUTTE COUNTY FOREST ADVISORY COMMITTEE to hold meetings via teleconference.

Appellate court upholds grazing on federal
lands
California Farm Bureau Ag Alert: Issue Date: April 13, 2022
By Kevin Hecteman
Ranchers with grazing permits in the Stanislaus National Forest and elsewhere are no longer in
danger of being run off their allotments after a federal appeals court rejected an appeal from
environmental groups seeking to hamstring cattle grazing on federal lands.
The Central Sierra Environmental Resource Center and Sierra Forest Legacy groups sued in
federal court in March 2017, alleging violations of the Clean Water Act, Environmental Policy
Act and Forest Management Act. Specifically, the suit challenged cattle-grazing allotments on
Bell Meadow, Eagle Meadow and Herring Creek allotments authorized by the U.S. Forest
Service.
California Farm Bureau Senior Counsel Kari Fisher said the Forest Service and state water
boards have had a deal in place for more than 40 years that no additional water quality permits
are needed under state law. The agreement recognizes that the Forest Service practices for
protection of water quality on federal land comply with state water quality laws. The
environmental groups' lawsuit argued the deal was void.
"It's a heavily managed grazing system," said Sherri Brennan, a rancher whose family has
been running cattle on forest-land allotments for decades. "Those best-management practices
are in place to meet the agreements that the agency has with the water boards."
Dick Gaiser, chairman of the Stanislaus National Forest Grazing Association, said all of the
allotments are used by family operations, some of which have been running cattle on them for
five or six generations. "We as a group deal very well and work very well with the U.S. Forest
Service on our allotments," Gaiser said. "We try to keep the lines of communication open, and
we work with them, and I think that's been very beneficial for us."
California Farm Bureau, along with several other organizations, intervened in the case on
behalf of the Forest Service.
Fisher said Central Sierra Environmental Resource Center "conducted monitoring to try to
show why grazing should no longer happen in the forest areas." She explained that "this was
their attempt to prevent grazing or severely restrict grazing by alleging that the Forest Service
doesn't have permits under state law."
After the plaintiffs' claims regarding the National Environmental Policy Act were dropped, a
district court ruled in favor of the Forest Service and the ranchers in August 2019. The
environmental groups appealed the Clean Water Act portion of the ruling, and on April 8, the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit upheld the lower court's decision. Developing a

RECORD OF DECISION
Lassen National Forest Over-snow Vehicle Use
Designation
USDA Forest Service
Lassen National Forest

Lassen, Shasta, Tehama, Butte, Plumas, Siskiyou, and Modoc
Counties, California
INTRODUCTION

This Record of Decision (ROD) documents my decision and rationale for selecting a course of
action to be implemented for the Lassen National Forest Over-snow Vehicle Use Designation
Project. I have considered the analysis that is documented in the Revised Final Environmental
Impact Statement (RFEIS) for the Lassen National Forest Over-snow Vehicle Use Designation,
information in the project file, and input received from the public during the course of the
analysis of this project as required by the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).
This ROD was developed according to requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) (42 USC §§ 4321-4370), the Council of Environmental Quality’s implementing
regulations (40 CFR §§ 1500-1508), Forest Service NEPA regulations (36 CFR Part 220), and
Forest Service policy in Forest Service Manual 1900, Chapter 1950, and Forest Service
Handbook 1909.15.
This ROD incorporates by reference the document titled, “Lassen National Forest Over-snow
Vehicle Use Designation, Revised Final Environmental Impact Statement (RFEIS) Objection
Statements and Responses, Lassen National Forest” (March 2018).

DECISION

Based on my review of the Lassen National Forest Over-snow Vehicle Use Designation Revised
Final Environmental Impact Statement (RFEIS), I have decided to implement Alternative 5 as
described in the RFEIS (pp. 47-49), with the exception of some modifications described below.
This alternative best meets the purpose and need and addresses the significant issue of motorized
over-snow recreational opportunities. Modifications to the alternative also respond to the
significant issue of non-motorized recreational opportunities, concerns with resource protections
identified primarily through the pre-decision administrative process, as well as application of the
minimization criteria set forth in 36 CFR 212.55(b) (1)-(5) for OSV designated trails and areas
(Appendix C and D).
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Table 1: Comparison of Selected Alternative to Preferred Alternative
Modified Alternative 5
(Selected)

Alternative 5
(Preferred)

6

6

747,192

632,400

Snow Depth Requirement - Cross
Country (Inches)

12

12

Designated Groomed Trails (Miles)

349

349

6

12

2052

1677

Alternative Components
Designated OSV Areas
Designated Acres Open to OSV

Snow Depth Requirement –
Designated Trails
Non-Designated Trails (Miles)
PCT Crossings
Percent of Total Forest Designated

12

12

65%

55%

1. The selected alternative includes the designation of approximately 747,192 acres (or 65%) of
National Forest System (NFS) lands. After further consultation with my staff I decided to
include additional lands in my decision that were analyzed as part of other available
alternatives (Alternatives 2 and 4) as referenced in Table 1. These lands are within 6 discrete,
specifically delineated areas for cross-country over show vehicle use. These areas along with
the additions are shown in Table 2 and described in further detail in each OSV area below.
Table 2: Summary of Selected Alternative
Areas Designated for OSV
Use
(Acres)

Groomed OSV Trails
(Miles)

Non-Groomed OSV
Trails
(Miles)

Ashpan

82,907

57.42

9.65

Bogard

277,006

26.58

24.22

Fredonyer

30,031

43.65

4.76

Jonesville

97,907

67.91

0.90

Morgan Summit

98,467

62.07

22.71

Swain Mountain

160,874

91.78

0

Total

747,192

349.4

62.24

OSV Area Name

The Ashpan OSV Area is located in the southwest portion of the Hat Creek Ranger District
(HCRD) and occupies some of the highest elevations on the district where OSV trails can be
designated and groomed for much of the winter season. Approximately 57 miles of groomed
OSV trails are accessible through the available snowmobile staging area on highways 44/89
where the trailhead provides direct connectivity to the additional 27 miles found on the
adjacent Latour State Park. Significant non-motorized recreational opportunities are also
found in this area including Eskimo Hill which is popular with sledders, snowshoers and
cross-country skiers and provides access to non-motorized opportunities in the adjacent
Lassen Volcanic National Park. Thousand Lakes Wilderness where additional non-motorized
opportunities area available is bounded by this area.
—Record of Decision —
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The Bogard OSV Area is bounded by the Lassen Volcanic Scenic Byway/State Route 44 in
the south, the forest boundary in the northern most portion of the area, and Brockman Flats in
western portion. The area includes approximately 27 miles of designated groomed trails in
the southwest portion serviced by the Bogard snowmobile staging area off Highway 44 and
has an extensive road system that can be utilized for cross country recreational use. The
groomed trails provide significant opportunities for short and long loop motorized
recreational options that access Silver Lake, Crater Lake and Antelope outlooks along with
panoramic views of the Hat Creek Valley, Lassen and Shasta Peaks, and Eagle Lake. In
addition, the FS 10 Road, part of the designated non-groomed trail system, connects these
loops. Non-motorized recreational users can utilize these trails to gain access to the adjacent
Caribou Wilderness. Additional acreage designated for OSV use includes Blacks Mountain
Experimental Forest. The Research Natural Areas within the Experimental Forest will be
closed to OSV use.
The Fredonyer OSV Area features some of the best opportunities for high elevation
motorized recreational use on the forest. Bounded by Highway 36 to the north and Plumas
National Forest in the south, users can access nearly 44 miles of designated trails via the
Fredonyer winter OSV staging area providing opportunities to reach elevations of nearly
7000 feet at Indicator and Coyote Peaks within the Diamond Mountains. This area is also
popular with cross country skiers and users are naturally separated by early and late season
winter conditions. Additional acreage designated for OSV use include portions of the
Diamond Mountains administered by the Lassen National Forest.
The Jonesville OSV Area offers motorized recreational users with over 67 miles of
designated groomed trails with multiple loops traversing primarily Humboldt and Humbug
Roads. Yellow Creek loop provides impressive views of Lake Almanor while Colby
Mountain Lookout at over 6000 feet is a popular destination for both motorized and nonmotorized users alike via FS Road 27 and the non-motorized Colby Mountain Ski Trail,
respectively. Up to three Pacific Crest Trail (PCT) crossings (Humboldt Summit [27N43],
Humbug Summit [27N11], and Cirby Meadows [26N02]) are available to motorized users to
access open areas bisected by the PCT. The area is bounded in the Northwest by Highway 32
and in the west by Highway 89 on the West Shore of Lake Almanor and is serviced by the
Jonesville snowmobile area which offers users a parking area, restroom facilities and a
warming hut on Yellow Creek Trail. Additional motorized recreational use will be available
southeast of Deer and Cub Cree RNAs (closed to OSV) while cross-country skiers and
snowshoers will continue to enjoy a non-motorized experience in those areas on the east side
of Highway 89 via the Lake Almanor Recreational Trail.
The Morgan Summit OSV Area includes the popular Morgan Summit Snowmobile Area
which is located 4 miles east of Mineral, CA on Hwy 36 and has 85 miles of groomed and
ungroomed designated trails, a large parking area, restrooms, and a warming hut. Several
designated groomed trail loops are available around Turner Mountain for both novice and
more experienced snowmobile recreationists with vistas of the Sacramento Valley, Sutter
Buttes, Lake Almanor and Mt. Shasta available from the lookout. County Route 17 offers
motorized users’ easy access to other open areas of the forest as well as access to non—Record of Decision —
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motorized areas including Heart Lake Recommend Wilderness and the Lassen Volcanic
National Park. Approximately 13 miles of the PCT traverse this area with up to four
designated crossings (S. Domingo Loop [29N97], North Stover [28N61] and Stover Springs
[28N16]) are available to motorized users in the Stover Mountain area to access cross
country areas on either side of the PCT. Additional cross-country areas near Horseback
Ridge will be available in the southwestern portions of this area for motorized recreational
use. Other amenities include the non-motorized McGowan Cross Country Ski Trail two miles
north of the Morgan Summit Snowmobile parking area on Hwy 89, which offers 10 miles of
cross-country ski trails.
The Swain Mountain OSV Area is accessible from several trailhead locations and is bounded
by State Rt. 44 on the west, forest boundary to the south, State Rt. 89 in the far northwestern
portion, and Caribou Wilderness to the west. This area provides a variety of timbered scenery
from open pine to mixed conifer and higher elevation fir stands with over 90 miles of
groomed trails available to motorized recreationists. The far northwestern edge of the area is
open to cross country motorized use where up to five PCT crossings are available (NE Twin
Bridges [32N71], West Prospect Lookout [32N12], Little Bunchgrass [32N20], and Old
Station store [33N22] and Emigrant Ford [32N92]). The Swain Mountain and Bogard
snowmobile parking areas located opposite of each other off Highway 44 provide
opportunities to motorized users looking for short and long trail loop recreation including
access to Silver Lake via FS 21, which is part of the designated groomed trail system.
Popular with cross-country skiers and snowshoers, is Butte Lake within the LVNP accessible
via Butte Lake Road off Highway 44 through LNF lands as well as the Bizz Johnson Historic
Trail to the south. Additional acreage designated for OSV use in this area include Rail and
Box Canyons, Potato Butte (Little Potato Butte will be closed to OSV) north of the Lassen
Volcanic National Park but south and east of Hwy 44 and 89, and areas north of Caribou
Wilderness (closed to OSV) near Bogard and Signal Buttes but south of Hwy 44; Table
Mountain outside of Lassen Volcanic National Park near Eskimo Hill snow play area;
McCoy Flat Reservoir south to Bizz Johnson Trail (BJ trail east of this area will be open to
non-motorized users only).
2. Snow Depth Requirements: 12 inches would be the minimum snow depth for OSV use to
occur within areas, with 6 inches being allowed on those roads and trails designated for OSV
use as a part of the groomed trail system, to avoid damage to resources. The designated
groomed trail system will be depicted on our official Over-snow Vehicle Use Map
(OSVUM). All other roads or trails available for use within designated OSV areas follow the
12-inch snow depth requirement. By adopting these minimum depth requirements, the forest
provides a quantifiable guideline in which to minimize the potential for resource damage to
occur as a result of OSV use. OSV use will only be allowed as long as resource damage does
not occur, and it is the users’ responsibility to determine when areas are suitable for OSV
use, as enforcement will be based on resource damage rather than strict adherence to snow
depths.
3. The PCT segments and crossing areas will be identified on the OSVUM with these crossings
only applying to the public use of over-snow vehicles as defined in the Forest Service’s
Travel Management Regulations (36 CFR §212.1). OSV use along the PCT is prohibited by
—Record of Decision —
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the National Trails System Act, P.L 90-543, Section 7(c). The majority of the PCT, 70 miles
on either side (approx. 19 miles) of the portion traversing the Lassen Volcanic National Park,
would be located within areas not designated for OSV use. Four segments of the PCT,
totaling approximately 55 miles, would be in areas designated for OSV use. These segments
are in the Jonesville, Morgan Summit and Swain Mountain OSV areas. These segments
would allow for up to 12 designated crossings of the PCT. It is important to note that OSV
use would be restricted to crossing within one quarter mile of the designated trail crossing to
allow for difficulty in identifying specific crossings due to accumulated snow or dangerous
conditions. In addition, snow conditions may be highly variable at these locations during the
course of a winter season and pose significant safety concerns including high winds and
avalanches and prone to wind loading of snow and formation of cornices. Crossings have
been designated to provide OSV users options to select a safe crossing of the PCT under
constantly changing, variable snow loading conditions. OSVs crossing the PCT must do so at
90 degrees to minimize the time and distance needed to cross the trail.
4. Approximately 349 miles of OSV trail would be designated and groomed for OSV use.
a. Approximately 27 miles of trails will be groomed where the trails are not under the
jurisdiction of the Lassen National Forest but are part of the California State Parks
system at Latour State Park. The Forest has an agreement with the State to groom
these miles as grooming equipment belongs to the state.
5. Approximately 62 miles of non-groomed OSV trails would be designated for OSV use. The
non-groomed OSV trails overlay NFS roads to provide connectivity primarily to designated
groomed trails, as well as private landowners of inholdings and adjacent communities.
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The selected alternative is displayed in figure 1, below.

Figure 1: Over Snow Vehicle Map - Alternative 5 Modified

—Record of Decision —
Page 6 of 21

BACKGROUND

The project is located on National Forest System (NFS) lands within the Lassen National Forest
in the southernmost and northern most ranges of the Cascade and Sierra Nevada mountain ranges
in northern California, respectively. The purpose of this project is to establish designated areas
and trails for OSV use on the Lassen National Forest to: provide access, ensure that OSV use
occurs when and where there is adequate snow, promote the safety of all users, enhance public
enjoyment, minimize impacts to natural and cultural resources, and minimize conflicts among
the various uses of National Forest System lands. In addition, this project identifies OSV trails
where the Forest Service or its contractors will conduct grooming for OSV use, consistent with
the terms of the 2013 Settlement Agreement between the Forest Service and Snowlands Network
et al. which requires the Forest Service to “complete appropriate NEPA analysis to identify snow
trails for grooming” on the Lassen National Forest and four other national forests in California.
There is a need to provide a manageable, designated OSV system of trails and areas within the
Lassen National Forest that is consistent with, and achieves the purposes of, the Forest Service
Travel Management Regulations at 36 CFR part 212 and Subpart C. The existing system of
available OSV trails and areas on the Lassen National Forest is the culmination of multiple
agency decisions over the past 30 years. Public OSV use of the majority of this system continues
to be manageable consistent with current Travel Management Regulations. Exceptions have been
identified, based on internal and public input and the criteria for designating roads, trails, and
areas listed at 36 CFR §212.55. These include needs to provide improved access for OSV uses
and enact prohibitions required by the 1992 Lassen National Forest Land and Resource
Management Plan (Forest Plan) and other management direction. These exceptions represent
additional needs for change, and in these cases, changes are proposed to meet the overall
objectives and designation criteria consistent with the Travel Management Regulations.
The Forest Service has identified trails and areas in which OSV use should not be designated
based on management direction in the Forest Plan. These trails and areas are currently managed
as closed to OSV use through temporary closure orders to comply with Forest Plan direction.
However, those closure orders have expired or will eventually expire. This OSV Use
Designation Project will produce an Over-snow Vehicle Use Map (OSVUM), which will replace
the need for forest orders and will improve information available to the public about
opportunities for OSV use and will be more effective for enforcement.

DECISION RATIONALE

It is important to consider the context of the Lassen National Forest’s over-snow vehicle program
while weighing the merits of each alternative and making the final decision. The Lassen National
Forest over-snow vehicle system is the largest in the Pacific Southwest Region of the National
Forest System (at just over 400 miles of groomed trails when non-National Forest System routes
are considered) and yet is lightly used relative to other forests. Depending upon the information
source, snowmobiling visits to the Lassen may be as high as 25,000 visitors per year but are also
likely to be significantly lower (RFEIS, page 106). In addition, snowmobile registration in the
seven counties covered by this decision has steadily decreased since 2009 (RFEIS, page 107).
For these reasons, along with consultation from my specialists and consideration of the
comments received concerning user conflicts and wildlife impacts, I have selected a modified
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version of Alternative 5, as I believe that this Alternative best responds to these significant
issues. While I recognize that this decision will impact both motorized and non-motorized
recreation, I believe it provides a reasonable balance for recreation opportunities on this Forest
while meeting travel management regulations and related designation criteria, including the
minimization criteria.
In this decision, I address the purpose and need by designating a manageable system of snow
trails and areas for public over-snow vehicle use within the Lassen National Forest that is
consistent with and achieves the purposes of the Forest Service Travel Management Regulations
at 36 CFR Part 212. Public over-snow vehicle use will be allowed only in areas and on snow
trails designated by this decision. To comply with the settlement agreement, my decision also
identifies those designated National Forest System snow trails that will be groomed by the
Forest’s state-funded snow trail grooming program for public over-snow vehicle use on the
Lassen National Forest. While my decision reflects the use of designated snow trails when snow
depth reaches a minimum of six inches, it is important to note that the forest will only groom
these trails when snow depth reaches at least 12 inches per State guidelines.
Key Issues
Since the initial Draft Environmental Impact Statement was written in 2016, many private
individuals as well as those from a variety of advocacy groups, local, state and federal agencies,
tribes and others have contributed their knowledge and expertise to this decision. Their efforts
have provided me with a rational basis upon which to make a decision that achieves the greatest
good for recreational opportunities, both motorized and non-motorized, while protecting natural
and cultural resources across the forest. Although a variety of concerns were brought forward,
three were particularly noteworthy, provided for frequent discussions and debate, and deserve
special mention here.
Snow Depth
Snow depth proved to be a challenge to develop meaningful standards. I recognize that snow
depth can be highly variable from location to location, especially during “shoulder” seasons
when snow initially accumulates with the first winter storms and then completes melting during
the warmer months. Additionally, the highly varied terrain of the forest makes snow depth
inconsistent, even during the primary winter periods. In multiple reviews of best available
scientific data, specialists have determined there is little or no science to support a universal
snow depth for protection of multiple resources. Specialists believe this is due to differences in
the snow depth to protect different resources and the variable nature of snowpack and differences
that occur regionally and nationally. However, recent studies suggest that a minimum of 12” of
snow is necessary to protect resources (Fassnacht, S. R., Heath, J. T., Venable, N. B. H., and
Elder, K. J.: Snowmobile impacts on snowpack physical and mechanical properties, The
Cryosphere, 12, 1121–1135).
In their experience managing forest resources, resource specialists consistently point to a
minimum of 12 inches for cross-country over-snow vehicle travel that appears to be sufficient to
protect resources. It is worth noting also, that consultations with the State Historical Preservation
Office have recommended that a 12-inch minimum be used to fully meet the guidelines for
protecting heritage resources as outlined in the Regional Programmatic Agreement. Further,
California State grooming standards require a minimum of 12 inches of snow prior to allowing
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groomers to operate to ensure that equipment is not damaged. Although empirical data are
subject to interpretation, every specialist and expert appears to accept a 12-inch minimum as
sufficient for resource protection for cross-country over snow vehicle while traveling off
designated and groomed trails.
Therefore, my decision to set a 12-inch minimum depth for cross-country over-snow vehicle
travel and six inches for travel on designated over-snow vehicle trails overlying Forest Service
roads reflects the best available estimate for minimum snow depth protections as referenced in
Table 1 and Figure 1 of this decision. Snow depth will be determined through regular inspection
by patrollers and groomers. Monthly grooming reports will document the depth and distribution
of snowpack within open areas and on groomed trails. Current snow depth and snow depth
requirements will be available through the Lassen National Forest webpage. Snow depth stakes
and over-snow vehicle regulations will be added to plowed trailhead areas that access designated
over-snow vehicle trails and areas as an indicator and education tool for over-snow vehicle users.
However, citations and/or area and trail closures, if necessary, will be made on the basis of
resource damage caused from over-snow vehicle use, not on the basis of snow depth violations.
Such damage may include (but is not limited to) the following: road and trail rutting, uprooted
vegetation and soil mixed with snow, and damage to natural or cultural resources. Snow depth
requirements would be described on the over-snow vehicle use map to comply with U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service (USFWS), National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and
the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) consultation.
Pacific Crest Trail
Much discussion centered on the issue of protection for the Pacific Crest Trail. In particular, the
question of whether to add an area not currently designated for over-snow vehicle use on either
side of the trail tread, which drove the most passionate discussions. The establishment of the
Comprehensive Management Plan (Plan) was intended to interpret and implement the National
Trails System Act (NTSA), P.L 90-543 (as amended) to assist the USFS in developing guidance
for and managing use of the PCT. Section 7(a)(2) of the NTSA (as amended) establishes the
relationship between the trail and the management of adjacent land: Development and
management of each segment of the National Trails System shall be designed to harmonize with
and complement any established multiple-use plans for the specific area in order to insure
continued maximum benefits from the land.
In our alternatives we analyzed for designating adjacent to and up to 500-feet from the trail.
Upon further consideration of the intent and purpose of the NTSA, and after consulting with staff
from our regional office, I have decided not to designate OSV use adjacent to the trail in specific
areas where existing conditions make that possible. These areas prioritized those lands that best
met the purpose of and intent for maintaining a scenic, non-motorized experience for Pacific
Crest Trail users. Furthermore, distinct boundaries using existing roads and permanent
geographical features will enable the OSV user to easily identify these boundaries minimizing
encroachment of motorized use of the trail during the winter season when it may be difficult to
identify under snow.
One segment of the PCT in and around the town of Old Station requires special focus. In
response to water scarcity and wildfires creating significant hazards, a small section of the PCT
(approximately 7.25 miles) was rerouted through town from the Hat Creek Rim, providing the
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opportunity for respite and safe passage to trekkers. However, it also created a unique
administrative challenge for my staff to provide a contiguous scenic and non-motorized
experience along the entire PCT within the forest boundary. This community has enjoyed yearround recreation on adjacent Forest Service lands for decades and, with few exceptions, has done
so in harmony with multiple land management uses in close proximity to the town. Because of
the unique factors present on Forest Service lands in and around the community of Old Station, I
have decided to designate motorized recreational use adjacent to the PCT. Motorized use along
the trail will remain prohibited. In addition, I have taken steps to reduce, wherever possible, user
conflicts and safety concerns by allowing four designated crossings of the PCT in this area - Old
Station store [33N22], Little Bunchgrass [32N20], West Prospect Lookout/Twin Bridges
[32N12] and NE Twin Bridges [32N71] – to provide reasonable access on either side of the trail
to designated open areas as well as directing the OSV user to specific roads where crossings are
easily identified. I am committed to working closely with both the motorized and non-motorized
communities in monitoring this situation very closely to reduce conflicts and enhance user
experience as more information becomes available.
West Shore Lake Almanor
I have decided not to designate the area northeast of Highway 89 along the west shore of Lake
Almanor as it was described in the draft ROD. After consulting with my staff, I felt it necessary
to make this change for public safety concerns (crossing Highway 89, uneven terrain and large
boulders), to minimize disturbance to important wildlife resources, and reduce conflicts
associated with trespass of private recreation residences and the non-motorized trail traversing
the west shore of Lake Almanor. I understand there are those who visit during the winter season
that prefer to stage their trailers on private property in Prattville and others who do so along
Highway 89 due to the difficulty of staging at the Almanor Picnic Area parking lot adjacent to
the designated groomed trail in this area. To address this issue, I have instructed my staff to
prioritize a decision process in the next Fiscal Year. This additional decision process would
include expanding the parking facilities for the Almanor Picnic area to accommodate these
multiple use needs for our motorized recreationist community. We will work with the county this
season to ensure that at least some visitors can utilize this area to stage while my staff plan,
design and implement the desired improvements. I believe this option best addresses comments
received from the public about this need and provides the best balance to forest resources while
minimizing the potential conflicts on the west shore of Lake Almanor.
Other Issues
My selection of a modified Alternative 5 also reflects my commitment to address other concerns
raised over natural resource protection. Areas not designated for public over-snow vehicle use
were included from the original Alternative 5, primarily the Fall River and Shasta OSV Areas to
further protect a variety of wildlife resources, including northern spotted owls, winter deer
habitat, and ospreys, to name a few. Additionally, after consulting with my staff it became clear
the lack of consistent snow fall, no designated trails for motorized users to utilize, and the likely
conflicts associated with other recreationists visiting the areas adjacent to McArthur-Burney
Falls State Park further supported the need to not designate these areas.
My decision formalizes prohibitions on public over-snow vehicle use in areas that the Forest
Plan and other existing management direction have previously designated as off-limits to public
over-snow vehicle use, but no formal closures had been in place. These areas include the 520—Record of Decision —
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acre Blacks Mountain Research Natural Area. My decision enhances safety of all winter
recreation enthusiasts by designating additional non-motorized winter recreation areas where
public OSV use is restricted to designated OSV use trails only. This minimizes conflicts among
user groups. A complete description of design features, minimization measures as required by 36
CFR §212.55, and monitoring procedures that will be implemented with this decision is in
appendices C, D, E, and F of the RFEIS.
As a final note, I was pleased to see that local recreational and environmental groups with a
variety of interests met to discuss their differences and seek common ground on areas of both
designation and non-designation. Many of their ideas are incorporated into this decision. While
not formalized with this decision, one of the group’s proposals was the formation of a multistakeholder working group to monitor forest conditions and educate land managers, owners and
users on issues of winter recreation on the Lassen. I encourage formation of this group to
continue to advise the forest on areas of management improvements and changes to help us
preserve quality winter recreation experiences for everyone.
I recognize that the public was passionate about what they felt was best for the land, and that no
single management strategy could completely satisfy all concerns expressed about the Lassen
National Forest OSV use designations. While a modified Alternative 5 is not intended to be a
comprehensive, holistic winter recreation planning effort, opportunities for the continued
enjoyment of the Lassen National Forest areas and trails for all winter recreationists, both
motorized and non-motorized, were carefully considered. Through all our efforts and careful
consideration of all public comments and interest, I recognize this decision includes elements
that will not satisfy everyone. It is important to note that this decision does not preclude or
prejudice future decisions or designations by any subsequent land management planning efforts
such as a future forest plan revision and I encourage all our stakeholders to actively engage with
the forest on the opportunities in the future.
The Lassen National Forest Over-snow Vehicle Use Designation REIS documents the analysis
and conclusions upon which this decision is based.

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

The interdisciplinary team relied on public involvement to ensure that a reasonable range of
alternatives, representing a broad array of perspectives, would be analyzed in this RFEIS.
A pre-scoping meeting was held on November 5, 2014, which was attended by interested and
affected stakeholders. These included individuals, agencies, and groups on the Forest Service’s
public notice mailing list for the Lassen National Forest, known winter recreation interest
groups, and the plaintiffs and intervenors in the Snowlands lawsuit. The meeting’s objectives
were to share information about the project and the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)
process, gather input on public engagement, and confirm and collect public input on a
preliminary purpose and need for action through shared concerns and solutions with current
over-snow vehicle management on the Forest. The meeting was attended by 28 people. A more
detailed description of this meeting and outcomes are included in the December 2014 Pre-NEPA
meeting summary report, available on the project’s website and in the project record. The project
first appeared on the Lassen National Forest’s Schedule of Proposed Actions (SOPA) in January
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2015. A scoping letter describing the proposed action and request for public comments was sent
via regular mail or email to approximately 138 interested groups, individuals, and agencies on
January 14, 2015, with comments requested to be returned by February 15, 2015.
A press release was sent to local news media outlets on January 14, 2015. A notice of intent to
prepare an Environmental Impact Statement was published in the Federal Register on January
20, 2015 (80 FR 2676). All notices included a web address for the project’s website where
comments could also be submitted. The public was invited to comment on the proposed action,
identify potential concerns or endorsements, and provide any relevant information that would be
useful in the subsequent environmental analysis.
The Forest Service received and considered responses from 66 interested groups, individuals,
and agencies in the form of letters, emails, and website submissions. All comments were
thoughtful narratives responding to the proposed action with support, opposition, concerns, or
requests for revision and new alternatives. I appreciate the time and perspectives shared by each
commenter, and the willingness of all to engage in the environmental analysis process.
During scoping, we also held and attended meetings and discussed the over-snow vehicle
designation process with local county governments and considered those opinions in developing
alternatives.
A Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) was released for public review and comment.
A notice of availability to comment on the DEIS was published in the Federal Register on
January 29, 2016 (81 FR 5013). The 45-day comment period began on January 30, 2016. A legal
notice of opportunity to comment was published in the newspaper of record on February 2, 2016.
Letters were sent to 402 interested groups, individuals, and agencies, notifying them that the
DEIS was available for review. As a result of these solicitations, the Forest received 156
comment letters containing 623 comments from 142 interested groups, individuals, and agencies
in the form of letters, emails, and website submissions. These comments were sorted for
redundancies and the Forest addressed the 357 remaining comments that were considered
materially relevant to the analysis. Documentation of our consideration of these comments is in
the project record.
A final EIS (FEIS) and draft record of decision were released for pre-decisional administrative
review in August 2016, and the “Legal Notice of Opportunity to Object” was published in the
Lassen County Times (the newspaper of record) on August 23, 2016. This notice signified the
beginning of a 45-day objection period that began on August 24, 2016. After considering the
objections received, the Forest determined it would be necessary to revise the analysis by adding
an additional alternative that more closely aligned with stakeholder concerns.
We prepared a revised DEIS (RDEIS) as required by the Council on Environmental Quality’s
implementing regulations for NEPA at 40 CFR §1502.9(a). A notice of availability was
published in the Federal Register on October 6, 2017 (82 FR 193, p. 46808). A legal notice was
also published in the Lassen County Times requesting public comment on October 10, 2017.
Outreach efforts included an email sent to 511 recipients who had previously expressed interest
in this analysis. The 45-day comment period concluded on November 20, 2017.
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The Forest received 609 comment letters from different sectors of the public, expressing a range
of concerns and comments. I have considered the comments made on the RDEIS in the decisionmaking process. All correspondence was reviewed and our responses to these comments are in
Appendix I of the revised Final Environmental Impact Statement (RFEIS).
The RFEIS was subject to objection pursuant to 36 CFR 218, Subparts A and B. A legal notice
announcing the 45-day objection period on the draft decision was published in the Lassen County
Times, the newspaper of record, on April 3, 2018. The Forest emailed notice of availability of the
draft decision to the project mailing list, including those who submitted project-specific written
comments during scoping or the 45-day comment period on the RDEIS. Sixteen timely objection
letters were received that raised issues centered on management of the Pacific Crest Trail (PCT),
trail designations and non-designations, compliance with the Travel Management Rule and
application of the minimization criteria, snow depth requirements, designated OSV use area size
and nature of the area boundaries, and effects on select species and their habitat. A resolution
meeting was held on July 25, 2018. No objection issues were resolved, however the forest and
objectors agreed to follow up on several topics, including reviewing options and providing
recommendations for specific area designations, application of minimization criteria from the
Travel Management Rule, clarifying how minimum snow depth requirements will be
implemented and enforced, and developing recommendations for PCT crossing areas. The
Reviewing Officer responded in writing to the objections in a letter dated September 14, 2018
finding that once instructions are fulfilled, the rationale for the decision is clear and consistent
with the Lassen National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan and Travel Management
Rule. The information provided through the objection process, including recommendations
submitted by objectors were considered for this final decision.
The Notice of Availability (NOA) of the FEIS was published in the Federal Register on May 27,
2022, initiating the 30-day waiting period prior to issuing the final Record of Decision. No
additional comments were received.

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED

In addition to the selected alternative, I considered four other alternatives, which are discussed
below. A more detailed comparison of these alternatives can be found in the RFEIS on pages 25
to 83.
Alternative 1 – No-action alternative. There would be no change to the way the Forest Service
currently manages public OSV use on the Lassen National Forest.
• Approximately 964,030 acres are open to public over-snow vehicle use, which is
approximately 84 percent of the National Forest System land within the Lassen National
Forest.
• All areas of the forest are open to over-snow vehicle use except in areas where this use is
specifically prohibited.
• Approximately 98.4 miles of the Pacific Crest Trail are within 500 feet of areas open to
public over-snow vehicle use on the Lassen National Forest.
• No trails are identified for over-snow vehicles to cross the Pacific Crest Trail.
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•

•
•

Currently, 2,933 miles of groomed, non-groomed, marked, and unmarked snow trail are
open to public over-snow vehicle and non-motorized use. Not all of these trails are shown
on the 2005 Lassen National Forest Winter Recreation Guide (project record). These
trails overlie roads and trails designated for wheeled vehicle use and are within areas
currently open to over-snow vehicle use. Approximately 406 miles of these trails are
maintained for over-snow vehicle use through signage, snow trail grooming, or both.
There are 349 miles of snow trails groomed for public over-snow vehicle use. This
includes 27 miles of snow trail within Latour State Forest that the Lassen National Forest
has agreed to groom but is not under Forest Service jurisdiction.
The minimum snow depth for snow trail grooming to occur is 12 inches.

Alternative 2 – Modified proposed action.
• Designate areas and trails for over-snow vehicle use.
• Designate eight discrete, specifically delineated areas for cross-country over-snow
vehicle use. These areas would encompass 920,260 acres, which is approximately 80
percent of the National Forest System land within the Lassen National Forest.
• Designate no areas within 500 feet of the Pacific Crest Trail for public cross-country
over-snow vehicle use.
• Designate up to 28 over-snow vehicle trails that would cross the Pacific Crest Trail to
provide connectivity to designated over-snow vehicle areas without having to travel long
distances
• Designate 334 miles of snow trails for public over-snow vehicle use.
• 2,509 miles of trail would be open to over-snow vehicle use in areas designated for crosscountry over-snow vehicle use but would not be designated. These trails would overlie
existing maintenance level 2, 3, and National Forest System roads that are not plowed in
winter.
• There are 350 miles of snow trails groomed for public over-snow vehicle use. This
includes 27 miles of snow trail within Latour State Forest that the Lassen National Forest
has agreed to groom but is not under Forest Service jurisdiction.
• The minimum snow depth for snow trail grooming to occur would be 12 inches.
• The minimum snow depth for public over-snow vehicle use on designated snow trails
overlying roads and trails would be six inches.
• The minimum snow depth for public over-snow vehicle use on designated snow trails not
overlying roads and trails would be 12 inches.
• The minimum snow depth for over-snow vehicle use in areas designated for public,
cross-country over-snow vehicle use would be 12 inches.
Alternative 3 – Designate areas and trails for over-snow vehicle use.
• Designate eight discrete, specifically delineated areas for cross-country over-snow
vehicle use. These areas would encompass 833,280 acres, which is approximately 73
percent of the National Forest System land within the Lassen National Forest.
• Designate portions of five of the eight areas identified for public over-snow vehicle use
that would be located within 500 feet of the Pacific Crest Trail. Approximately 85.4
miles of the Pacific Crest Trail would be located within 500 feet of an area designated for
public over-snow vehicle use on the Lassen National Forest.

—Record of Decision —
Page 14 of 21

•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Designate up to 23 over-snow vehicle trails that would cross the Pacific Crest Trail to
provide connectivity to designated over-snow vehicle use areas without having to travel
long distances
Designate approximately 383 miles of snow trails for public over-snow vehicle use.
2,200 miles of trail would be open to over-snow vehicle use in areas designated for crosscountry over-snow vehicle use but would not be designated. These trails would overlie
existing maintenance level 2, 3, and 4 National Forest System roads that are not plowed
in winter.
There are 349 miles of snow trails groomed for public over-snow vehicle use. This
includes 27 miles of snow trail within Latour State Forest that the Lassen National Forest
has agreed to groom but is not under Forest Service jurisdiction.
The minimum snow depth for snow trail grooming would be 18 inches.
The minimum snow depth for public over-snow vehicle use on designated snow trails
would be six inches.
The minimum snow depth for over-snow vehicle use in areas designated for public crosscountry over-snow vehicle use would be 12 inches.

Alternative 4 – Designate areas and trails for over-snow vehicle use.
• Designate eight discrete, specifically delineated areas for cross-country over-snow
vehicle use. These areas would encompass 955,470 acres, which is approximately 83
percent of the National Forest System land within the Lassen National Forest.
• Designate 380 miles of snow trails for public over-snow vehicle use.
• 2,534 miles of trails would be open to over-snow vehicle use in areas designated for
cross-country over-snow vehicle use, but these trails would not be designated. These
trails would overlie existing maintenance level 2, 3, and 4 National Forest System roads
that are not plowed in winter.
• There are 349 miles of snow trails groomed for public over-snow vehicle use. This
includes 27 miles of snow trail within Latour State Forest that the Lassen National Forest
has agreed to groom but is not under Forest Service jurisdiction.
• The minimum snow depth for snow trail grooming would be 12 inches.
• There would be no defined minimum snow depth in areas designated for cross-country
over-snow vehicle travel or on designated over-snow vehicle trails. Over-snow vehicle
use would be allowed only when conditions are sufficient to allow over-snow vehicle use
while protecting underlying resources. This would be determined by a combination of
weather station data, observations at trailheads by staff, and when the conditions meet
state requirements for grooming. The Forest would encourage or discourage over-snow
vehicle use based on conditions through Forest Service and partnership websites.
• The McGowan Cross-Country Ski Trail west of Wilson Meadow would be in an area
designated for over-snow vehicle use and the ski trail would be open to over-snow
vehicle use, but not designated as an over-snow vehicle trail.
Alternative 5 - Designate areas and trails for over-snow vehicle use.
• Designate six discrete, specifically delineated areas for cross-country over-snow vehicle
use. These areas would encompass 632,400 acres, which is approximately 55 percent of
the National Forest System land within the Lassen National Forest.
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Designate no areas within 500 feet of the Pacific Crest Trail for public cross-country
over-snow vehicle use.
Designate up to 12 over-snow vehicle trails that would cross the Pacific Crest Trail to
provide connectivity to designated over-snow vehicle areas without having to travel long
distances.
Designate 393 miles of snow trails for public over-snow vehicle use.
1,677 miles of trail would be open to over-snow vehicle use in areas designated for crosscountry over-snow vehicle use but would not be designated. These trails would overlie
existing maintenance level 2, 3, and 4 National Forest System roads that are not plowed
in winter.
There are 349 miles of snow trails groomed for public over-snow vehicle use. This
includes 27 miles of snow trail within Latour State Forest that the Lassen National Forest
has agreed to groom but is not under Forest Service jurisdiction.
The minimum snow depth for snow trail grooming would be 12 inches.
The minimum snow depth for public over-snow vehicle use on designated snow trails
would be 12 inches.
The minimum snow depth for over-snow vehicle use in areas designated for public crosscountry over-snow vehicle use would be 12 inches.

COMPLIANCE WITH THE TRAVEL MANAGEMENT REGULATIONS

The Travel Management Regulations set forth designation criteria to guide the responsible
official’s designation of areas and trails for OSV use (36 CFR 212.55(a)-(e)], which are outlined
in the FEIS, pp. 6-8.
General Designation Criteria [36 CFR 212.55(a)]
The general designation criteria were considered in the effects analysis for the selected
alternative. The analysis contained in Chapter 3 of the FEIS analyzed the effects on natural and
cultural resources, public safety, and provision of recreation opportunities, access needs, and
conflicts among uses of NFS lands. Because the minimum snow depth requirement is anticipated
to be sufficient to avoid ground disturbance and resource damage, the effects to soil resources,
water resources, wildlife, botany, and cultural resources are anticipated to be no effect to
negligible.
Minimization Criteria [36 CFR 212.55(b)]
I considered the effects of the following with the objective of minimizing:
1. Damage to soil, watershed, vegetation, and other forest resources –
2. Harassment of wildlife and significant disruption of wildlife habitats –
3. Conflicts between motor vehicle use and existing and proposed recreational uses of NFS
lands or neighboring Federal lands –
4. Conflicts among different classes of motor vehicle uses of NFS lands or neighboring
Federal lands 5. Compatibility of motor vehicle use with existing conditions in populated areas, taking
into account sound, emissions, and other factors.
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Rights of Access Designation Criteria [36 CFR 212.55 (d)]
Forest Service policy provides direction for reasonable access to private property and other rights
of access authorized through special uses. The selection of Alternative 5 or any modifications to
this alternative does not affect existing rights of access.
Wilderness Areas and Primitive Areas Designation Criteria [36 CFR 212.55 (e)]
This decision does not designate OSV use in wilderness or primitive areas.
Area Size Criteria (36 CFR 212.1)
An “Area” is defined as “A discrete, specifically delineated space that is smaller, and, except for
over-snow vehicle use, in most cases much smaller, than a Ranger District (36 CFR 212.1). An
Alternative 5 with modifications designates six areas which are smaller than the smallest ranger
district on the Lassen National Forest (RFEIS, pg. 10). The six areas, described in the RFEIS
(pp. 11-12) are discrete, specifically delineated areas separated by geographic and topographic
features (e.g. highways, roads, steep slopes, canyons, and rivers). OSV use patterns and access
were also considered when delineating areas. I do acknowledge that some OSV use may cross
into adjacent OSV Areas where terrain allows.

FINDINGS REQUIRED BY LAWS AND REGULATIONS

This decision is consistent with the Lassen National Forest Land Management Plan (1992). The
project was designed in conformance with forest-wide standards and guidelines for recreation
(Forest Plan, pages 4-25 to 4-26), control of off-highway vehicle use (Forest Plan, Appendix E,
page E-4), and off-highway vehicle management practices for each management prescription on
the forest.

National Forest Management Act

The Forest Service completed the Lassen National Forest Land and Resource Management Plan
(Forest Plan) in 1992, and subsequently amended by the Sierra Nevada Forest Plan Amendment
Record of Decision in 2004. The Forest Plan identifies land allocations and management areas
within the project area.
The Sierra Nevada Forest Plan Amendment established standards and guidelines specific to
wheeled motor vehicle travel off designated routes, trails, and limited off-highway vehicle
(OHV) use areas. Unless otherwise restricted by current forest plans or other specific area
standards and guidelines or forest orders, cross-country travel by OSVs would continue (S&G
69, 2004 SNFPA ROD, p. 59).
The Forest Plan and its amendments were prepared pursuant to the 1982 version of the National
Forest Management Act (NFMA) planning regulations (36 C.F.R. § 219 (1983)). The current
regulations, adopted in 2012 supersede those regulations, as well as other versions of the NFMA
planning regulations (36 C.F.R. § 219.17(c) “This part supersedes any prior planning
regulation.”). The current NFMA planning regulations do not apply to this project (36 C.F.R. §
219.7(c) “None of the requirements of this part apply to projects or activities on units with plans
developed or revised under a prior planning rule …”). Therefore, the sole NFMA duty applicable
to this project is for the project to be consistent with the governing Forest Plan.
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Specifically, the National Forest Management Act (NFMA) requires that use be planned and
implemented for off-highway vehicle management for the purpose towards protecting land and
other resources, promote public safety, and minimize conflicts with other uses of the NFS lands.
NFMA also requires that a broad spectrum of forest and rangeland-related outdoor recreation
opportunities be provided that respond to current and anticipated user demands.

National Environmental Policy Act

The National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) requires that all major federal actions
significantly affecting the human environment be analyzed to determine the magnitude and
intensity of those impacts and that the results be shared with the public and the public given
opportunity to comment. The regulations implementing NEPA further require that to the fullest
extent possible, agencies shall prepare EISs concurrently with and integrated with environmental
analyses and related surveys and studies required by the Endangered Species Act of 1973, the
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, and other environmental review laws and executive
orders. Other laws and regulations that apply to this project are described below.

Clean Air Act

The Clean Air Act of 1970 provides for the protection and enhancement of the nation’s air
resources. No exceeding of the federal and state ambient air quality standards is expected to
result from any of the alternatives. The Clean Air Act makes it the primary responsibility of
States and local governments to prevent air pollution and control air pollution at its source.
California has a plan that provides for implementation, maintenance, and enforcement of the
primary ambient air quality standards. This project is located in an area designated as nonattainment for Ozone.

Clean Water Act

The Clean Water Act of 1948 (as amended in 1972 and 1987) establishes federal policy for the
control of point and non-point pollution and assigns the states the primary responsibility for
control of water pollution. The Clean Water Act regulates the dredging and filling of freshwater
and coastal wetlands. Section 404 (33 USC 1344) prohibits the discharge of dredged or fill
material into waters (including wetlands) of the United States without first obtaining a permit
from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Wetlands are regulated in accordance with federal NonTidal Wetlands Regulations (Sections 401 and 404).

Endangered Species Act

The Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 USC 1531 et seq.) requires that any action authorized
by a federal agency not be likely to jeopardize the continued existence of a threatened or
endangered species, or result in the destruction or adverse modification of the critical habitat of
such species. Section 7 of the ESA, as amended, requires the responsible federal agency to
consult with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS) concerning endangered and threatened species under their jurisdiction.
Consultation with the USFWS was initiated February 27, 2018 and was completed with the
issuance of a Biological Opinion (BO) dated February 6, 2020 (08ES11F00-2016-I-1983-R001).
The USFWS concluded that the selected alternative is not likely to jeopardize the continued
existence of the Sierra Nevada yellow-legged frog or the northern spotted owl. Terms and
conditions outlined in the BO will be implemented as required.
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National Historic Preservation Act

The National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, directs all Federal agencies to take
into account the effects of their undertakings (actions, financial support, and authorizations) on
properties included in or eligible for the National Register. Implementing regulations are found
at 36 CFR 800.
I have determined that this decision complies with the “Programmatic Agreement Among
U.S.D.A. Forest Service, Pacific Southwest Region (Region 5), California State Historic
Preservation Officer, Nevada State Historic Preservation Officer, Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation Regarding the Processes for Compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act for Management of Historic Properties by the National Forests of the Pacific
Southwest Region, February 2013”.

Other Federal Laws and Regulations

The proposed over-snow vehicle designations will be consistent with the following applicable
laws, regulations and policies:
• Wilderness Act of 1964 and applicable Wilderness Implementation Plans
• Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968 and applicable Wild and Scenic River Plans
• National Trails System Act of 1968 (P.L. 90-543) and the Pacific Crest National Scenic
Trail Comprehensive Plan (1982)
• 36 CFR § 261.20 Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail. Prohibition of motorized use along
the Pacific Crest Trail
• 2001 Roadless Area Final Rule (36 CFR Part 294)

Executive Orders

Executive Order 11644 of February 8, 1972, as amended by Executive Order 11989 of May 24,
1977, and by Executive Order 12608 of September 9, 1987, requires certain Federal agencies,
including the Forest Service, to “ensure that the use of off-road vehicles on public lands [is]
controlled and directed so as to protect the resources of those lands, to promote the safety of all
users of those lands, and to minimize conflicts among the various uses of those lands.”

Other Guidance or Recommendations

National Best Management Practices for Water Quality Management on National Forest System
Lands – Rec – 7 Over-Snow Vehicle Use (USDA Forest Service 2012).
The California Off-Highway Motor Vehicle Recreation Division of the California Department of
Parks and Recreation provides funding for operating, maintaining, and grooming of winter
recreation trails and trailheads in mountainous regions throughout California. OSV trail
grooming and ancillary activities, such as trailhead plowing and maintenance are described in
detail in the OSV Program Draft and Final Environmental Impact Report, Program Years
2010−2020. The Environmental Impact Report includes annual monitoring and reporting
requirements for Forest Service participation in the grooming program (California Department of
Parks and Recreation 2010).

—Record of Decision —
Page 19 of 21

IMPLEMENTATION DATE

The Revised Final Environmental Impact Statement and Record of Decision will be published in
the Federal Register which will initiate the 30-day waiting period after which a decision can be
signed. It is expected that implementation will begin immediately.

CONTACT

For more information or to request a copy of the Revised Final Environmental Impact Statement
and Record of Decision, please contact Kathleen Moore, Forest Environmental Coordinator at
the Lassen National Forest by email at kathleen.moore@usda.gov (teleworking, email
recommended) with “Lassen Over-snow Vehicle Designation” in the subject line or by phone at
(530) 252-6638.

DEB BUMPUS

Date

Forest Supervisor
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In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations
and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering
USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender
identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status,
income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights
activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs).
Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille,
large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at
(800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English.
To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD3027, found online at http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html and at any USDA office or write a
letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a
copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail:
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue,
SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.
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Schedule of Proposed Action (SOPA)
04/01/2022 to 06/30/2022
Lassen National Forest
This report contains the best available information at the time of publication. Questions may be directed to the Project Contact.

Project Name

Project Purpose

Planning Status

Decision

Expected
Implementation

Project Contact

Projects Occurring Nationwide
Locatable Mining Rule - 36 CFR
228, subpart A.

- Regulations, Directives,
Orders

On Hold

N/A

N/A

EIS

Sarah Shoemaker
907-586-7886
sarahshoemaker@fs.fe
d.us

Description: The U.S. Department of Agriculture proposes revisions to its regulations at 36 CFR 228, Subpart A governing
locatable minerals operations on National Forest System lands.A draft EIS & proposed rule should be available for
review/comment in late 2020
Web Link:
http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=57214
Location:

Nationwide Aerial Application
of Fire Retardant on National
Forest System Land.

UNIT -All Districts-level Units. STATE -All States. COUNTY - All Counties. LEGAL - Not Applicable. These
regulations apply to all NFS lands open to mineral entry under the US mining laws. More Information is available
at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/science-technology/geoloc v/minerals/locatable-minerals/current-revisions.

- Regulations, Directives,
Orders

EIS
*UPDATED*

In Progress:
NOi in Federal Register
08/08/2020
Est. DEIS NOA in Federal
Register 02/2022

Expected :06/2022

07/2022

Laura Conway
406-802-4317
laura.conway@usda.go
V

Description: Programmatic Supplemental EIS for the Nationwide Aerial Application of Fire Retardant on National Forest System
Land .
http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=60450
Web Link:
Location:

I

UNIT -All Districts-level Units. STATE -All States. COUNTY - All Counties. LEGAL - Not Applicable. The
direction in the SEIS will apply to use of aerially delivered fire retardant on all National Forest System land.

RS - Pacific Southwest Region, Occurring in more than one Forest (excluding Regionwide)

04/01/2022 04:03 am MT
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Lassen National Forest

Project Name

Project Purpose

Planning Status

Decision

Expected
Implementation

Project Contact

RS - Pacific Southwest Region, Occurring in more than one Forest (excluding Regionwide)
Region S Post-Disturbance
Hazardous Tree Management
Project

- Recreation management
- Fuels management
- Road management

EA

In Progress:
Scoping Start 10/25/2021
Est. Comment Period Public
Notice 01/2022

Expected :06/2022

06/2022

Laura Hierholzer
707-562-8949
laura.hierholzer@usda.
gov

Description: Hazard tree felling and removal is proposed to reduce public safety hazards along portions of certain roads, trails
and facilities within ten national forests. We expect to complete three zone-level analyses and ten decisions.
http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=60950
Web Link:
Location:

UNIT - Lassen National Forest All Units, Mendocino National Forest All Units, Six Rivers National Forest All Units,
Sequoia National Forest All Units, Plumas National Forest All Units, Shasta Trinity National Forest All Units,
Klamath National Forest All Units, Sierra National Forest All Units, Inyo National Forest All Units. STATE California. COUNTY - Mendocino. LEGAL - Not Applicable. Certain national forest roads, trails and facilities
within recent fire areas.

RS - Pacific Southwest Region

Lassen National Forest, Forestwide (excluding Projects occurring in more than one Forest)
LNF Wildfire Cameras Project

- Special use management

CE

In Progress:
Scoping Start 01/07/2022

*NEW LISTING*

Expected :04/2022

05/2022

Nancy Barrera
530-252-6414
nancy. barrera@usda.go
V

Description: USDA Forest Service Lassen National Forest Proposes authorizing Digital Path as a contractor for the University
of Nevada, Reno Seismological Laboratory to install ALERTWildfire Cameras at 4 designated communication sites
on National Forest land.
http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=61374
Web Link:
Location:

04/01/2022 04:03 am MT

UNIT - Lassen National Forest All Units. STATE - California. COUNTY - Butte, Lassen, Shasta, Tehama.
LEGAL - Not Applicable. Cameras would be installed at existing fire lookouts on West Prospect T32N,R4E,Sec6;
Colby Mountain T27N ,R4E,Sec33; Turner Mountain T28N ,R3E,Sec10, and Antelope Mountain T32N,R9E,Sec36.
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Project Name

Project Purpose

Planning Status

Decision

Expected
Implementation

Project Contact

RS - Pacific Southwest Region

Lassen National Forest, Forestwide (excluding Projects occurring in more than one Forest)

Chris Obrien
530-252-6698
cjobrien@fs.fed.us

Lassen National Forest OverSnow Vehicle(OSV) Use
Designation

- Recreation management
- Road management

EIS

Description: The Forest Service is evaluating management of over snow vehicle (OSV) use on the Lassen National Forest for
the designation of LNF system roads, trails, and areas where OSV use will be allowed .
http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=45832
Web Link:

*UPDATED*

Location:

OHV MVUM Update Project

In Progress:
Objection Period Legal Notice
04/04/2018

Expected :06/2022

06/2022

UNIT - Lassen National Forest All Units. STATE - California. COUNTY - Lassen. LEGAL - Not Applicable.
Forest wide existing miles of groomed OSV trails and open cross country areas of the LNF which receive
adequate snowfall for OSV use to occur.

- Recreation management

EA
*UPDATED*

In Progress:
Scoping Start 03/05/2019
Est. Comment Period Public
Notice 02/2022

Expected :07/2022

08/2022

Leslie Ross
530-252-6622
leslie.ross@usda.gov

Description: This project enhances off-highway motorized recreation opportunity by increasing the mileage of existing roads
and connectivity of routes, available to off highway vehicles, while providing for public safety and protecting
resources.

PG&E Weather Stations

Web Link:

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=55457

Location:

UNIT - Lassen National Forest All Units. STATE - California. COUNTY - Butte, Lassen, Plumas, Shasta,
Tehama. LEGAL - Not Applicable. Multiple linear features throughout Lassen National Forest.

- Special use management

Completed

CE
*UPDATED*

Actual : 03/17/2022

06/2022

Nancy Barrera
530-252-6414
nancy.barrera@usda.go
V

Description: The Lassen National Forest proposes to issue a new special use authorization for installation, operation &
maintenance of 7 stand-alone weather stations. Each site will consist of a wooden pole holding instruments to
measure temperature, RH and wind.

I

Web Link:

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=59374

Location:

UNIT - Lassen National Forest All Units. STATE - California. COUNTY - Lassen, Plumas, Shasta, Tehama.
LEGAL - Not Applicable. Stations will be placed at Colby Mtn. Lookout, Antelope Mtn. Lookout, Burney Mtn.
Lookout, Dyer Mtn. Lookout, Soldier Mtn. Lookout, Bootleg Reservoir, and on the Lassen Trail (T27N,R3E,Sec20).

Lassen National Forest, Occurring in more than one District {excluding Forestwide)

04/01/2022 04:03 am MT
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RS - Pacific Southwest Region

Lassen National Forest

I

Project Name

Project Purpose

Planning Status

Decision

CE

- Forest products
- Vegetation management
(other than forest products)
- Fuels management

On Hold

Project Contact

RS - Pacific Southwest Region

Lassen National Forest, Occurring in more than one District (excluding Forestwide)
Hat Creek-Westwood Hazard
Reduction Project

Expected
Implementation

N/A

N/A

Daniel Cluck
530-252-6431
Daniel.Cluck@usda.gov

Description: The project involves timber stand improvements designed to reduce hazards associated with PG&E's Hat Creek to
Westwood transmission line.
http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=56660
Web Link:
Location:

Lassen National Forest

UNIT - Hat Creek Ranger District, Eagle Lake Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Lassen, Shasta.
LEGAL - Not Applicable. Township (T) 35 North (N), Range (R) 40 East (E); T35N , R50E; T34N, R50E; T34N,
R60E; T33N , R60E; T33N , R70E; T32N , R70E; T32N , R80E; T31N, R80E; T30N , R90E;and T29N, R90E of the
Mount Diablo Meridian.

Almanor Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

Butte County Radio Repeater
Project

- Special use management

In Progress:
Scoping Start 07/01/2020

Expected :08/2022

RS - Pacific Southwest Region

08/2022

CE

Nancy Barrera
530-258-5107
nbarrera@fs.fed. us

Description: LNF proposes for Butte Co Sheriffs Office S&R to install a VHF radio repeater including shelter, batteries,
antenna, and solar panels, an emergency radio communications repeater by issuing a Special Use Authorization
for private mobile radio service
Web Link:

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=58806

Location:

UNIT -Almanor Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas. LEGAL - Township 26 North, Range
5 East, Section 3, at an elevation of 7,087 feet ASL. The project location is located west of Lost Lake on the
Almanor Ranger District and approximately 700 feet east of the Pacific Crest Trail.

Jones Meadow Fuels Reduction - Vegetation management
(other than forest products)
CE
- Fuels management

Developing Proposal
Est. Scoping Start 07/2020

Expected :03/2021

06/2021

Jennifer Erickson
530-258-5141
jlerickson@fs.fed.us

Description: Project proposes to improve defensibility of the Jones Meadow Community by removing surface fuels & snags to
reduce potential fire behavior, reduce hazards to fire fighters , improve stand health & reduce the threat of wildfire
in the project area.
Location:

04/01/2022 04:03 am MT

UNIT -Almanor Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Butte. LEGAL - T25N, R5E, Section 32.
Mount Diablo Meridian. Jones Meadow is 18 mi NE of the town of Paradise and roughly 3 mi from the edge of the
2000 Storrie Fire perimeter. The project is located within the Mt Hope Management Area {47).
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Project Name
Lassen National Forest
Rocks Forest Restoration
Project
CE

Project Purpose

Planning Status

Decision

Almanor Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)
- Forest products
- Vegetation management
(other than forest products)
- Fuels management
- Road management

Developing Proposal
Est. Scoping Start 04/2021

Expected :06/2021

Expected
Implementation

Project Contact

RS - Pacific Southwest Region
07/2021

Laura Corral
530-258-5156
lcorral@fs.fed.us

Description: The Rocks Forest Restoration project proposes fuels reduction, vegetation management, aspen and meadow
habitat improvement, and reforestation of high-severity burned areas.
Location:

Yellow Creek Watershed
Restoration

EA

UNIT -Almanor Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Butte, Plumas. LEGAL - sec. 25 and 26
T26N, R5E; sec. 4, 7-10, 17-22, 25, 29-31 T26N, R6E MDBM. Southwest of Humbug Valley, located in Butt
Creek (MA 37), Jonesville (MA 44 ), and Soda Ridqe (MA 45) mqmt. areas.

- Wildlife, Fish, Rare plants
- Forest products
- Vegetation management
(other than forest products)
- Fuels management
- Watershed management
- Road management

In Progress:
Scoping Start 07/01/2020
Est. Comment Period Public
Notice 03/2021

Expected :05/2021

09/2021

Coye Burnett
530-258-5197
coye.burnett@usda.gov

Description: Project aims to recover the ecological potential of meadows, aspen, riparian and forested vegetation in the project
area by restoring their form and function to a self-sustaining state that is resilient to a range of future conditions
and wildfire.

I

Lassen National Forest

04/01/2022 04:03 am MT

Web Link:

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=57968

Location:

UNIT -Almanor Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas. LEGAL - The project area falls within
Township 27 North, Range 6 East, Sections 27, 34, and 35 Mount Diablo Base Meridian (MDBM). The Yellow
Creek Project is located on the Lassen National Forest on the Al manor Ranger District (Figure 1). The project
encompasses approximately 4 miles of Yellow Creek within the Upper Feather River Watershed in Plumas
County, CA.

Eagle Lake Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)
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RS - Pacific Southwest Region

Lassen National Forest

I

Project Name
Lassen National Forest

Project Purpose

Planning Status

Decision

Eagle Lake Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

Acer Vegetation Management
Project

EA
*UPDATED*

- Forest products
- Vegetation management
(other than forest products)
- Fuels management
- Watershed management
- Road management

In Progress:
Comment Period Public Notice
04/13/2021

Expected :06/2022

Expected
Implementation

Project Contact

RS - Pacific Southwest Region

09/2022

Darby Boe
530-257-4188
darby.boe@usda.gov

Description: Project objectives are fuels reduction, forest health improvement and watershed restoration . Activities
include:Plantation thinning & windrow redistribution; fuels thinning; prescribed burning; and transportation
management.

Dyer Mountain Communication
Site Development

Web Link:

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=55762

Location:

UNIT - Eagle Lake Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Lassen. LEGAL - Not Applicable. Lassen
National Forest, Eagle Lake Ranger District, Approximately 20 miles northwest of Susanville, Lassen County,
California.

- Special use management

On Hold

N/A

N/A

CE

Nancy Barrera
530-258-5107
nbarrera@fs.fed.us

Description: Plumas County Sheriff's office propose to construct and develop a communications tower and prefabricated
communications vault for the operation and maintenance of emergency radio communication equipment, at the
current Dyer Mountain Lookout location.

Eagle Lake Weeds and Wildlife
Project

EA

Web Link:

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=51383

Location:

UNIT - Eagle Lake Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Lassen. LEGAL - T28N ,R08E,Section 36.
Eagle Lake Ranger District, Dyer Mountain Communication Site. The exact location on the .96 acre parcel of the
project will be determined once the historic evaluation is completed.

- Wildlife, Fish, Rare plants
- Vegetation management
(other than forest products)

In Progress:
Objection Period Legal Notice
03/17/2022

Expected :05/2022

06/2022

Allison Sanger
530-257-2151
allison.sanger@usda.go
V

*UPDATED*

Description: Project will treat invasive plant occurrences using an Integrated Pest Management approach. Manual, chemical ,
biological and/or cultural treatment methods will be adapted to fit changing conditions. Also , 16 Osprey nest
platforms will be built.

04/01/2022 04:03 am MT

Web Link:

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=59482

Location:

UNIT - Eagle Lake Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Lassen. LEGAL - Not Applicable. Project
area is in Lassen County CA, W of Eagle Lake, approximately 10 miles NW of Susanville and encompasses
approximately 28,300 ac; 26,930 ac of which are on National Forest System lands.
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Project Name
Lassen National Forest

Project Purpose

Planning Status

Decision

Eagle Lake Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

Fredonyer Butte Trail Project

- Recreation management

On Hold

N/A

Expected
Implementation

Project Contact

RS - Pacific Southwest Region
N/A

EA

Brian Newman
530-242-5507
brian.newman@usda.g
ov

Description: Develop approximately 24.5 miles of multi-use, non-motorized loop trails & two trailheads, for hiking/walking,
bicycling & equestrian use. Trailheads near Fredonyer Crest & Goumaz Campground would include parking,
informational kiosks & restrooms.

Homer/Deerheart Lake
Protection Project

EA

Web Link:

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=58023

Location:

UNIT - Eagle Lake Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Lassen. LEGAL - Not Applicable. Project
Trails are in Fredonyer Butte area, north of St Hwy 36 & SW of ST Hwy 44; providing non-motorized connections
between Fredonyer Pass, Fredonyer Butte & Bizz Johnson National Historic Trail.

- Recreation management
- Special area management
- Road management

Developing Proposal
Est. Scoping Start 05/2022

Expected :03/2023

04/2023

*UPDATED*

Jacob Martin
530-252-5826
Jacob.Martin1@usda.g
ov

Description: The main project objective is to block illegal OHV use in the Homer/Deerheart Lake Special Interest Area. The LNF
will replace an existing ineffective boulder barrier road closure with a metal gate. Additional closure sites will also
be considered.

Logan Springs Meadow
Restoration

Web Link:

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=60353

Location:

UNIT - Eagle Lake Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Lassen. LEGAL - Not Applicable.
Homer/Deerheart Lake Special interest area is on Keddie Ridge, 5 miles E of Westwood CA and 3 miles N of the
Greenville Saddle. T27N,R9E,Sec 3,4,5,9 and 10, and T28N ,R9E,Sec 32 and 33, MDBM.

- Watershed management

Developing Proposal
Est. Scoping Start 04/2022

CE
*UPDATED*

Expected :05/2022

07/2022

David Peters
1 (530) 257-4188
David.Peters3@usda.g
ov

Description: Restore & enhance hydrologic function of stream and meadow conditions within the Pine Creek watershed. This
will be accomplished by redirecting the flow of Pine Creek to natural valley low, and removing obstructions.
Location:

04/01/2022 04:03 am MT

UNIT - Eagle Lake Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Lassen. LEGAL - Not Applicable. Approx
22 air miles NW of Susanville, Lassen Co, CA, in Logan Springs Meadow, S of Little Harvey Mtn , W of Lassen Co
Rd 105, S of the Confluence of Pine Creek and Little Harvey Valley tributary.
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Project Name
Lassen National Forest

Project Purpose

CE

In Progress:
Scoping Start 02/17/2022

Expected :05/2022

Project Contact

RS - Pacific Southwest Region

07/2022

Darby Boe
530-257-4188
darby.boe@usda.gov

Web Link:

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=58893

Location:

UNIT - Eagle Lake Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Lassen. LEGAL - Not Applicable. The
Willard Creek Project is located 10 miles SW of Susanville, CA. It is within Sections 2, 3, 6, 7 and 18 of Township
28 North, Ranqe 10 East of the Mount Diablo Meridian in Lassen County, CA.

Hat Creek Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

17 Road Crossings Project,
Phase II
*UPDATED*

- Vegetation management
(other than forest products)
- Fuels management

Expected
Implementation

Description: This Project is being developed to respond to conditions created by the Sheep Fire of 2020. The area has been
evaluated for the need to reduce safety hazards along roads and to re-establish forest cover in areas of high burn
severity.

*UPDATED*

CE

Decision

Eagle Lake Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

Willard Creek Hazard Mitigation
Project

Lassen National Forest

Planning Status

- Wildlife, Fish, Rare plants
- Vegetation management
(other than forest products)
- Watershed management

On Hold

N/A

RS - Pacific Southwest Region
N/A

Shawn Wheelock
530-336-3340
swheelock@fs.fed.us

Description: This project is intended to restore a degraded section of North Digger Creek Channel, reduce the sediment
entering the Battle Creek watershed, provide effective aquatic organism passage, protect NFS infrastructure, and
enhance aspen stands.

04/01/2022 04:03 am MT

Web Link:

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=56425

Location:

UNIT - Hat Creek Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Shasta. LEGAL - Not Applicable.
Approximately three miles west of Lassen Volcanic National Park in Township 30 North, Range 3 East, sections
22 and 27, Mount Diablo Meridian.
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Project Name
Lassen National Forest

Project Purpose

Planning Status

Decision

Hat Creek Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

Backbone Project

EA
*UPDATED*

- Recreation management
- Forest products
- Vegetation management
(other than forest products)
- Fuels management
- Watershed management
- Increasing Carbon Stock or
Sequestration

In Progress:
Scoping Start 11/27/2021
Est. Comment Period Public
Notice 07/2022

Expected :01 /2023

Expected
Implementation

Project Contact

RS - Pacific Southwest Region

01/2023

Kathleen Moore
530-252-6638
Kathleen. Moore@usda.
gov

Description: The purpose of the Backbone Project is to improve forest health and diversity, improve fire resilience , improve
wildlife habitat resilience , and increase carbon sequestration.

Citizens Utility Company Aerial
Telephone Line project

Web Link:

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=60622

Location:

UNIT - Hat Creek Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Shasta. LEGAL - Not Applicable. West of
Thousand Lakes Wilderness, continuing south to the LaTour State Forest. Township 32N , Range 3E, Sections 45,8-9; T33N , R3E, Sec 3-4,9-11 ,16-17,20,29-33; T34N, R3E, Sec 33 and 34.

- Special use management

On Hold

CE

N/A

N/A

Kimberly Ganz
530-336-3383
kganz@fs. fed. us

Description: Authorize Citizens Communications Co. of CA (Frontier) to install an overhead phone cable from a utility pole on
National Forest System Lands to a utility pole on Big Springs Estates. Aerial cable is ~300'Iong w/aerial phone line
6' below power line.

04/01/2022 04:03 am MT

Web Link:

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=51436

Location:

UNIT - Hat Creek Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Shasta. LEGAL - T32N , R4E, Section 12,
NE1/4. The existing utility pole is located ~3 mi SW of Old Station, CA. The pole lies E of SR44/89 and W of Hat
Creek near Big Springs Estates Subdivision on the Lassen National Forest in Eastern Shasta Co.
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Project Name
Lassen National Forest

Project Purpose

Planning Status

Decision

Hat Creek Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

Green Badger Forest Health
Restoration Project
EA

*UPDATED*

- Forest products
- Fuels management
- Watershed management
- Road management

On Hold

N/A

Expected
Implementation

Project Contact

RS - Pacific Southwest Region
N/A

Tamera Taylor
530-336-5521
tam era. taylor@usda.go
V

Description: Hat Creek Ranger District is proposing forest health and resilience treatments, near Badger Mountain in Old
Station, CA, to reduce wildfire risk, promote forest health and diversity, protect resource values, and restore
ecological processes.
http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=59440
Web Link:
Location:

Hat Creek Maintenance Station
Driveway Project

UNIT - Hat Creek Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Shasta. LEGAL - Not Applicable. Old
Station , CA, Shasta Co., on the northern boundary of Lassen Volcanic National Park, extending 0.25 miles beyond
State Highway 44 in Townships 31-33N , Range 4-6E, Mount Diablo Base and Meridian.

- Special use management

Completed

Actual : 12/13/2021

01/2022

CE

Nancy Barrera
530-258-5107
nancy.barrera@usda.go
V

*UPDATED*

Description: Caltrans submitted an application to construct and maintain a secondary driveway access to the existing Hat Creek
Maintenance Station. This driveway will allow access to a new wash-rack building within the maintenance station
property.

Hat Creek Recreation
Enhancement Project

Web Link:

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=61245

Location:

UNIT - Hat Creek Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Shasta. LEGAL - Not Applicable. The
driveway access would take off from Forest Service Road 33N22 (Brian's Way) on the Hat Creek Ranger
District.located at Township 33 North, Range 5 East, Section 33.

- Recreation management

In Progress:
Scoping Start 10/01/2021

CE
*UPDATED*

Expected :04/2022

04/2022

Brian Newman
530-242-5507
brian.newman@usda.g
ov

Description: The purpose of this project is to enhance and create environmentally and economically sustainable recreation
opportunities that protect forest and watershed resources and meet public needs within the Hat Creek and Old
Station areas.
Web Link:
http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=60492
Location:

04/01/2022 04:03 am MT

UNIT - Hat Creek Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Shasta. LEGAL - Not Applicable. Activities
to be in and around the communities of Hat Creek and Old Station, CA, south to Lassen Volcanic National Park:
multiple sections in T31N , R3E,R4E,R5E; T32N, R4E,R5E; T33N, R5E; T34N, R4E,R5E.
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Lassen National Forest

Project Name
Lassen National Forest

Project Purpose

*UPDATED*

Decision

Hat Creek Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

Soldier Mountain WUI Project
CE

Planning Status

- Wildlife, Fish , Rare plants
- Forest products
- Fuels management
- Watershed management

In Progress:
Scoping Start 11/25/2020

Expected :04/2022

Expected
Implementation

Project Contact

RS - Pacific Southwest Region
04/2022

Tamera Taylor
530-336-5521
tamera. taylor@usda.go
V

Description: This project is to reduce fuel levels and increase fire resiliency on -3,000 acres of forested and brush-dominated
habitat within the Soldier Mtn. WUI , reforest stands burned in the 2005 Brown Fire, and restore meadow habitat
along Soldier Creek.
http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=59023
Web Link:
Location:

UNIT - Hat Creek Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Shasta. LEGAL - Not Applicable. This
project is located near the communities of Glenburn and Dana, California, Township 37 North, Range 4 East,
Sections 5%u20138, 17%u201320 and Township 37 North, Range 3 East, Sections 12, 13, and 24.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial
status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited
bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at
(202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA
is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
This report contains the best available information at the time of publication. Questions may be directed to the Project Contact.

04/01/2022 04:03 am MT
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Lassen National Forest

Schedule of Proposed Action (SOPA)
04/01/2022 to 06/30/2022
Plumas National Forest
This report contains the best available information at the time of publication. Questions may be directed to the Project Contact.

Project Name

Project Purpose

Planning Status

Decision

Expected
Implementation

Project Contact

Projects Occurring Nationwide
Locatable Mining Rule - 36 CFR
228, subpart A.

- Regulations, Directives,
Orders

On Hold

N/A

N/A

EIS

Sarah Shoemaker
907-586-7886
sarahshoemaker@fs.fe
d.us

Description: The U.S. Department of Agriculture proposes revisions to its regulations at 36 CFR 228, Subpart A governing
locatable minerals operations on National Forest System lands.A draft EIS & proposed rule should be available for
review/comment in late 2020
Web Link:
http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=57214
Location:

Nationwide Aerial Application
of Fire Retardant on National
Forest System Land.

UNIT -All Districts-level Units. STATE -All States. COUNTY - All Counties. LEGAL - Not Applicable. These
regulations apply to all NFS lands open to mineral entry under the US mining laws. More Information is available
at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/science-technology/geoloc v/minerals/locatable-minerals/current-revisions.

- Regulations, Directives,
Orders

EIS
*UPDATED*

In Progress:
NOi in Federal Register
08/08/2020
Est. DEIS NOA in Federal
Register 02/2022

Expected :06/2022

07/2022

Laura Conway
406-802-4317
laura.conway@usda.go
V

Description: Programmatic Supplemental EIS for the Nationwide Aerial Application of Fire Retardant on National Forest System
Land .
http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=60450
Web Link:
Location:

I

UNIT -All Districts-level Units. STATE -All States. COUNTY - All Counties. LEGAL - Not Applicable. The
direction in the SEIS will apply to use of aerially delivered fire retardant on all National Forest System land.

RS - Pacific Southwest Region, Occurring in more than one Forest (excluding Regionwide)

04/01/2022 04:03 am MT
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Plumas National Forest

Project Name

Project Purpose

Planning Status

Decision

Expected
Implementation

Project Contact

RS - Pacific Southwest Region, Occurring in more than one Forest (excluding Regionwide)
Region S Post-Disturbance
Hazardous Tree Management
Project

- Recreation management
- Fuels management
- Road management

EA

In Progress:
Scoping Start 10/25/2021
Est. Comment Period Public
Notice 01/2022

Expected :06/2022

06/2022

Laura Hierholzer
707-562-8949
laura. hierholzer@usda.
gov

Description: Hazard tree felling and removal is proposed to reduce public safety hazards along portions of certain roads, trails
and facilities within ten national forests. We expect to complete three zone-level analyses and ten decisions.
Web Link:

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=60950

Location:

UNIT - Lassen National Forest All Units, Mendocino National Forest All Units, Six Rivers National Forest All Units,
Sequoia National Forest All Units, Plumas National Forest All Units, Shasta Trinity National Forest All Units,
Klamath National Forest All Units, Sierra National Forest All Units, Inyo National Forest All Units. STATE California. COUNTY - Mendocino. LEGAL - Not Applicable. Certain national forest roads, trails and facilities
within recent fire areas.

RS - Pacific Southwest Region

Plumas National Forest, Forestwide (excluding Projects occurring in more than one Forest)
Plumas National Forest OverSnow Vehicle (OSV) Use
Designation

- Recreation management

On Hold

EIS

N/A

N/A

Katherine Carpenter
530-283-77 42
katherine.carpenter@us
da.gov

Description: Designate over-snow vehicle (OSV) use on National Forest System roads and trails and areas on National Forest
System lands as allowed, restricted, or prohibited. Identify trails for snow grooming for OSV use would be
conducted.

I

Web Link:

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=4 7124

Location:

UNIT - Plumas National Forest All Units. STATE - California. COUNTY - Butte, Lassen, Plumas, Sierra, Yuba.
LEGAL - Not Applicable. National Forest System lands administered by the Plumas National Forest (forest-wide).

Plumas National Forest, Occurring in more than one District (excluding Forestwide)

04/01/2022 04:03 am MT
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RS - Pacific Southwest Region

Plumas National Forest

I

Project Name

Project Purpose

Planning Status

Decision

- Special use management

In Progress:
Scoping Start 01/11/2022

Expected :04/2022

05/2022

CE
*NEW LISTING*

Erika Brenzovich
530-283-7622
erika.brenzovich@usda.
gov

Description: PG&E requests permission to install 2 solar powered weather stations on Plumas National Forest land for
telecommunication purposes and be included in their existing authorization and governed by that authorization's
operation and maintenance plan.
Web Link:
http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=61429
Location:

Plumas National Forest

Project Contact

RS - Pacific Southwest Region

Plumas National Forest, Occurring in more than one District (excluding Forestwide)
PG&E Weather Station Sites
1209 and 1211 (PN-002929)
Special Use Project

Expected
Implementation

UNIT - Feather River Ranger District, Beckwourth Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas,
Yuba. LEGAL - Not Applicable. Site 1209, Pike County Lookout located outside of Challenge in Yuba County,
Feather River Ranger District. Site 1211 , Mills Peak Lookout located southwest of Clio in Plumas County,
Beckwourth RD.

Beckwourth Ranger District (excludinil Projects occurring in more than one District)

Feather River Inn Water System - Special use management

On Hold

N/A

RS - Pacific Southwest Region

N/A

CE

Robert Hawkins
916-849-8037
rhhawkins@fs. fed. us

Description: Re-Issue a 30 year special use authorization to Schomac, Inc. for the Feather River Inn water system. The water
system includes two diversion structures, a storage tank, waterlines and road and trail access.
Location:

Lost and Found Bike Race
Special Use Permit

UNIT - Beckwourth Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas. LEGAL - Section 3, T. 22 N., R.
12 E., Mt Diablo Meridian. The water system is located along Bonta Creek just north of the National Forest
boundary and the Feather River Inn.

- Special use management

Completed

Actual : 03/02/2022

06/2022

CE
*NEW LISTING*

Kaitlyn McGlamery
530-836-7120
kaitlyn.mcglamery@usd
a.gov

Description: Authorize a bicycle racing event in the vicinity of Lake Davis on existing roads and trails.
Location:

04/01/2022 04:03 am MT

UNIT - Beckwourth Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas. LEGAL - Not Applicable. North of
State Route 70 in the vicinity of Lake Davis and Antelope Lake.
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Plumas National Forest

Project Name
Plumas National Forest
Mapes Crocker Project
EA

*UPDATED*

Project Purpose

Planning Status

Expected
Implementation

Decision

RS - Pacific Southwest Region

Beckwourth Ranger District (excludin!~ Projects occurring in more than one District)
- Special area management
- Wildlife, Fish, Rare plants
- Forest products
- Vegetation management
(other than forest products)
- Fuels management

In Progress:
Comment Period Public Notice
02/11/2022

Project Contact

Expected :05/2022

05/2022

Keli Ward
530-836-7157
Keli. Ward@usda.gov

Description: Improve forest health and resilience, wildlife habitat, and water quality utilizing mechanical thinning, mechanical
fuels treatments, hand thinning, prescribed fire, and road maintenance, reconstruction, and decommissioning.
http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=56644
Web Link:
Location:

Two Rivers Soccer Camp
Permit Re-issue

UNIT - Beckwourth Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas. LEGAL - Not Applicable. The
project area extends north from Portola, along the east side of Lake Davis to Bagley Pass. The east side of the
project area qenerallv parallels County Road 111.

- Special use management

On Hold

N/A

N/A

CE

Jeremy Dorsey
909 382-2837
idorsey02@fs.fed.us

Description: Re-issue a 20 year permit to Two Rivers Soccer Camp for the following uses: bridge, road, parking area, portion
of a soccer field, water transmission lines, storage tank and spring boxes.
Location:

I

Plumas National Forest

04/01/2022 04:03 am MT

UNIT - Beckwourth Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas. LEGAL - Sections 30, 31, 32, T.
22 N., R. 12E., Mt. Diablo Meridian. Two Rivers Soccer Camp is located near Blairsden, California.

Feather River Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)
~ - - - - - - - -~
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RS - Pacific Southwest Region

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -~

I

-~

Plumas National Forest

Project Name
Plumas National Forest

Project Purpose

Planning Status

Decision

Feather River Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

Berry Brush WUI Hazardous
Fuels Reduction Project

CE
*UPDATED*

- Forest products
- Vegetation management
(other than forest products)
- Fuels management
- Watershed management
- Road management

Completed

Actual : 01/07/2022

Expected
Implementation

Project Contact

RS - Pacific Southwest Region

01/2022

Eric Murphy
530-532-8922
ejmurphy@fs.fed.us

Description: Treat no more than 3,000 acres using a variety of restoration techniques for wildlife habitat and fire- and climateresilience; salvage cut, hand-cut-and-pile brush, burn brush piles, plant trees in the ground, masticate brush,
prune, dig fire-lines.

Brush Creek Work Center PostFire Reconstruction Project

Web Link:

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=59232

Location:

UNIT - Feather River Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Butte. LEGAL - Not Applicable. From
Bloomer Hill to the southwest to Junction House to the northeast, and include NFS lands nearby Oro-Quincy
Highway, Bald Rock Road, Stephens Ridge, Brush Creek, and Mountain House.

- Facility management

In Progress:
Scoping Start 03/31/2022

Expected :06/2022

06/2022

CE
*NEW LISTING*

Buzzards Roost Trail and Trail
Maintenance Project

Justine Zeni
530-283-7872
Justine.Zeni@usda.gov

Description: This project proposes to reconstruct the Brush Creek Work Center, destroyed in the North Complex Fire, to house
one engine module, the Westside Roads crew, and parts of the silviculture program.
Web Link:

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=61894

Location:

UNIT - Feather River Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Butte. LEGAL - Not Applicable. Brush
Creek Work Center, 12815 Oro Quincy Highway, Berry Creek, CA, located at the terminal intersection of Bald
Rock Road about 45-minutes-drive from Feather River Ranger District's Oroville office.

- Recreation management

On Hold

CE

N/A

N/A

Maria Cisneros
530-532-7444
mcisneros@fs.fed.us

Description: Sections of older existing trails are not constructed to Forest Service standards and can create impacts to soil and
water quality, and are not sustainable as built. Minor reconstruction and sometimes more extensive realignments
are needed.

04/01/2022 04:03 am MT

Web Link:

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=58344

Location:

UNIT - Feather River Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas. LEGAL - Not Applicable.
Buzzards Roost Trail, Minerva Bar Trail, Butte Bar Trail, Hartman Bar Trail, and Table Rock Bar Trail.
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Plumas National Forest

Project Name
Plumas National Forest

Project Purpose

*UPDATED*

Decision

Expected
Implementation

- Recreation management
- Forest products
- Vegetation management
(other than forest products)
- Fuels management
- Road management

In Progress:
Scoping Start 01/27/2021

Expected :06/2022
Actual : 03/01/2022
07/09/2021

Project Contact

RS - Pacific Southwest Region

Feather River Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

Feather Falls Post-Fire Project
CE

Planning Status

06/2022

Ryan Davy
406-494-0208
rdavy@fs.fed.us

Description: To accomplish restoration, FRRD proposes to abate hazard trees, yard trees, salvage cut, hand-cut-and-pile
brush, burn piles, plant trees in the ground, masticate brush, prune, dig fire-lines by hand, and replace and repair
recreation facilities.
http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=59385
Web Link:
Location:

UNIT - Feather River Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Butte. LEGAL - Mt. Diablo Meridian, T.
20N ., R. 6E. , Section 2; T. 21 N., R 6E., Sections 26 and 35. Feather Falls is located on the Fall River, a tributary
of the Middle Fork Feather River, within the Plumas National Forest in Butte County, California.

French Creek I Hazardous Fuels - Recreation management
Reduction
- Forest products
Vegetation management
CE
(other
than forest products)
*UPDATED*
- Fuels management
- Road management

In Progress:
Scoping Start 09/11/2019

Expected :04/2022

05/2022

Jason Vermillion
530-532-7434
jvermillion@fs.fed.us

Description: The French Creek I project proposes to reduce hazardous fuels and stand density through commercial and precommercial thinning, mastication of brush and prescribed burning using GTR-220 and 237 methods. The project
will treat no more than 3,000 acres
Web Link:
Location:

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=56798
UNIT - Feather River Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Butte. LEGAL - Not Applicable. Located

~ 10 miles north of Berry Creek, at elevations ranging between 2,300 and 4,500 feet. Annual precipitation ranges
between 55 and 70 inches. The Camp Fire burned throuqh the majority of the area.

04/01/2022 04:03 am MT
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Plumas National Forest

Project Name
Plumas National Forest
French Creek II Insect and
Disease Resilience Project

Project Purpose

Planning Status

Decision

Feather River Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)
- Forest products
- Fuels management

In Progress:
Scoping Start 06/19/2020

Expected :10/2022

Expected
Implementation

Project Contact

RS - Pacific Southwest Region
11/2022

CE

Jason Vermillion
530-532-7434
ivermillion@fs.fed.us

Description: Proposes to reduce stand density and hazardous fuels through commercial and pre-commercial thinning ,
mastication of brush, and prescribed burning. Residual stands will be more open, increasing the amount of
available soil moisture and sunlight.
Web Link:
http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=58343
Location:
Granite Basin OHV Trail
Development Project

UNIT - Feather River Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Butte. LEGAL - Not Applicable.
Between Four Trees and Coyote Gap in the French Creek Basin.

- Recreation management
- Road management

EA
*UPDATED*

In Progress:
Scoping Start 05/15/2019
Est. Comment Period Public
Notice 05/2022

Expected :09/2022

10/2022

Clay Davis
530-532-8940
clay.davis@usda.gov

Description: The Forest Service is proposing to meet the need for additional OHV riding opportunities for the Granite Basin
recreation area. This proposal has two components: construction/reconstruction of OHV trail and road
reclassification to authorize OHV use.
Web Link:

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=55986

Location:

UNIT - Feather River Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas. LEGAL - Not Applicable.
Granite Basin.

Little North Fork Bridge Repairs - Road management
Project

Completed

CE
*UPDATED*

Actual : 02/24/2022

03/2022

Herman Wendell
530-532-7466
herman. wendell@usda.
gov

Description: On September 8, 2020 the Bear Fire, located on the Plumas National Forest, spotted across the Middle Fork
Feather River, entered Butte County, and traveled some 30 miles that day. The Toland Bridge was damaged by
fire and requires extensive repairs.
http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=61276
Web Link:
Location:

04/01/2022 04:03 am MT

UNIT - Feather River Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas. LEGAL - Not Applicable. A
bridge that crosses the Little North Fork of the Middle Fork of the Feather River. The bridge is located at milepost
9.1930 along Forest Service Road 23N 18.
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Plumas National Forest

Project Name
Plumas National Forest

Project Purpose

Planning Status

Decision

Feather River Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

PG&E Caribou Palermo Line
Decommissioning Project

- Special use management

In Progress:
Scoping Start 05/19/2021

Expected :04/2022

Expected
Implementation

Project Contact

RS - Pacific Southwest Region

05/2022

CE
*UPDATED*

Erika Brenzovich
530-283-7622
erika.brenzovich@usda.
gov

Description: Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) proposes to decommission segments of the de-energized Caribou-Palermo
115kV transmission line within the Plumas National Forest.

Plumas National Forest

Web Link:

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=60146

Location:

UNIT - Feather River Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Butte, Plumas. LEGAL - Not Applicable.
The approximately 33-mile segment extends from Belden Forebay to Parkhill, within Plumas and Butte Counties,
California.

Mt. Hough Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

Bud Lee Placer Mining Plan of
Operations

- Minerals and Geology

On Hold

N/A

RS - Pacific Southwest Region
N/A

EA

Donna Duncan
530-283-7614
donna.duncan@usda.g
ov

Description: Continued mining using heavy equipment to excavate materials from existing pit, and process with a trammel wash
plant 7 sluice box. Occupancy of the site during operations will include tents and a portable toilet.

Caribou & Pioneer Mining Plan
of Operations

Web Link:

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=57744

Location:

UNIT - Mt. Hough Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas. LEGAL - T25N, R7E, Sec 27. The
Bud Lee claim is near Richbar, in the Feather River Canyon.

- Minerals and Geology

Completed

EA
*UPDATED*

Actual : 02/14/2022

04/2022

Donna Duncan
530-283-7614
donna.duncan@usda.g
ov

Description: Continued (from previous claim owner)underground Placer mining in existing mine. Camping nearby for
processing and use of existing features.

04/01/2022 04:03 am MT

Web Link:

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=60083

Location:

UNIT - Mt. Hough Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas. LEGAL - T26N, R7E, Sec 27,34.
off of Caribou Road.
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Plumas National Forest

Project Name
Plumas National Forest

Project Purpose

Planning Status

Decision

Mt. Hough Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

Claremont Forest Resiliency
Project

EA

- Wildlife, Fish , Rare plants
- Forest products
- Vegetation management
(other than forest products)
- Fuels management
- Watershed management
- Road management

Developing Proposal
Est. Scoping Start 09/2021

Expected :09/2022

Expected
Implementation

Project Contact

RS - Pacific Southwest Region
11/2022

Kyla Sabo
530-836-7157
kylasabo@fs. fed. us

Description: This Project is approximately 19,000 acres located near Quincy, CA and will improve forest health, reduce fuels
around the wildland urban interface of Quincy and Meadow Valley, restore some areas of the North Complex fire,
and reduce road impacts.
http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=59708
Web Link:
Location:
James Lee Renovation Project

UNIT - Mt. Hough Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas. LEGAL - Not Applicable. This
project extends from Meadow Valley to Quincy out to La Porte Road in Plumas County, CA.

- Recreation management

EA

In Progress:
Scoping Start 08/14/2020
Est. Comment Period Public
Notice 06/2022

Expected :07/2022

08/2022

Leslie Edlund
530-283-7620
ledlund@fs.fed.us

Description: Construct an outdoor education center at the site of the old James Lee Campground which will include camp sites,
restrooms, picnic areas, a pavilion.river access and interpretation.
Location:

Ledbetter Access Road
Request

UNIT - Mt. Hough Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas. LEGAL - T 24 N, R 6 E, Section
10, MDBM. 3 miles east of Tobin, CA, on the southeast side of Highway 70,along the North Fork of the Feather
River.

- Special use management

Developing Proposal
Est. Scoping Start 12/2021

CE

Expected:01/2022

01/2022

Colleen Heard
530-283-7627
colleen.heard@usda.go
V

Description: Eric Ledbetter owns land near the top of Keddie Point in Indian Valley. Mr. Ledbetter's land is surrounded by
National Forest and steep private land. He is requesting a special use permit to access to his property via National
Forest.
Location:

04/01/2022 04:03 am MT

UNIT - Mt. Hough Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas. LEGAL - Not Applicable. Keddie
Point in Indian Valley. T26N R11E Sec 3, 10-11, 13-14.
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Plumas National Forest

Project Name
Plumas National Forest

Project Purpose

Planning Status

Decision

Mt. Hough Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

Ohio Valley Mine Plan of
Operations

- Minerals and Geology

EA
*UPDATED*

In Progress:
Scoping Start 06/01/2021
Est. Comment Period Public
Notice 03/2022

Expected :05/2022

Expected
Implementation

Project Contact

RS - Pacific Southwest Region
05/2022

Donna Duncan
530-283-7614
donna.duncan@usda.g
ov

Description: Small scale placer mining with hand tools and gas powered crusher. Use of spring and pond for water source.
Long term occupancy. Gate and non-system road .
http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=60215
Web Link:
Location:
PG&E Bucks Creek 1101
Powerline Rebuild

UNIT - Mt. Hough Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas. LEGAL - T26N, R8E, Sec 5 NW.
Approx. 2.5 miles NW of Seneca, in Plumas County.

- Special use management

In Progress:
Scoping Start 10/11/2021

Expected :04/2022

04/2022

CE
*UPDATED*

Erika Brenzovich
530-283-7622
erika.brenzovich@usda.
gov

Description: PG&E proposes to underground approximately 3.9 miles of the electric distribution facilities on the Bucks Creek
110112 kV Line
Location:
PG&E Chipps Creek Mineral
Materials Contract

UNIT - Mt. Hough Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas. LEGAL - Latitude/longitude:
39.904238, -121 .347273. Latitude/lonqitude: 39.904238, -121 .347273.

- Minerals and Geology

In Progress:
Scoping Start 02/24/2022

CE
*NEW LISTING*

Expected :03/2022

03/2022

Donna Duncan
530-283-7614
donna.duncan@usda.g
ov

Description: PG&E proposes to remove 40,000 cubic yards of material from the Chips Creek disposal site. The material had
been stockpiled at the site by Cal Trans and consisted of rockslide materials over the course of many years.
Location:

04/01/2022 04:03 am MT

UNIT - Mt. Hough Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas. LEGAL - T25N, R6E, SE l of
Section 23, Plumas County, California, Mount Diablo Base Meridian. Chipps Creek and HWY 70 in the Feather
River canyon.
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Plumas National Forest

Project Name
Plumas National Forest

Project Purpose

Planning Status

Decision

Mt. Hough Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

Soda Creek Restoration and
Fisheries Improvement
CE
*UPDATED*

- Wildlife, Fish , Rare plants
- Watershed management
- Road management

Actual : 01/31/2022

Project Contact

RS - Pacific Southwest Region
01/2022

Kurt Sable
530-283-7641
ksable@fs.fed.us

Description: The Forest Service proposes to decommission 1.5 miles of NFS road 25N22 immediately adjacent to Soda Creek.
The road is currently washed out and not passable.
Location:

Stickney Well Request

Completed

Expected
Implementation

UNIT - Mt. Hough Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas. LEGAL - The project area is along
the lower reach of Soda Creek near Paxton , California, Plumas County. The legal description is T25N , R9E,
Sections 7 and 8, Mt. Diablo Base Meridian (MDBM). The project area is along the lower reach of Soda Creek
near Paxton , California, Plumas County. The legal description is T25N , R9E, Sections 7 and 8, Mt. Diablo Base
Meridian (MDBM).

- Special use management

CE

Developing Proposal
Est. Scoping Start 12/2021

Expected :01/2022

01/2022

Colleen Heard
530-283-7627
colleen.heard@usda.go
V

Description: The Stickney's requested to drill a well for their recreation residence in the Haskins Valley Tract at Bucks Lake.
The project includes drilling a well and installation of a buried waterline.
Location:
Treasure Canyon Lode Mine
Plan of Operations

UNIT - Mt. Hough Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas. LEGAL - Not Applicable. Haskins
Valley Tract Lot #36. T23N R7E Sec 12.

- Minerals and Geology

EA
*UPDATED*

In Progress:
Scoping Start 09/29/2021
Est. Comment Period Public
Notice 03/2022

Expected :06/2022

06/2022

Donna Duncan
530-283-7614
donna.duncan@usda.g
ov

Description: Underground mineral exploration in previously worked adit. Use of cleared area for staging and occupancy.

04/01/2022 04:03 am MT

Web Link:

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=61 086

Location:

UNIT - Mt. Hough Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas. LEGAL - T27N, R11 E, Sec 5
MDBM. T27N, R11 E, Sec 5 MDBM.
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Expected
Implementation

Project Contact

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial
status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited
bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at
(202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA
is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
This report contains the best available information at the time of publication. Questions may be directed to the Project Contact.

04/01/2022 04:03 am MT
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