BUTTE COUNTY FOREST ADVISORY COMMITTEE

June 28, 2021—5:00 P.M. Meeting via Zoom

Join Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84353648421?pwd=bnprWUVJSTFpUVFkMEhNVzZmQ3pNUT09

One tap mobile +16699006833,,84353648421# US (San Jose)

Dial by your location: +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) Meeting ID: 843 5364 8421 Passcode: 428997
ITEM NO.
1.00

Call to order – Zoom

2.00

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America

2.01

Roll Call – Members: Nick Repanich, Thad Walker, Teri Faulkner, Trish Puterbaugh, Dan Taverner, Peggy Moak
Alternates: Vance Severin, Bob Gage, Frank Stewart, Carolyn Denero, Holly Jorgensen
Invited Guests: Hayley Stone and Susan Strachan (CSU Chico); Darla DeRuiter (Feather River College); Deb
Bumpus (Forest Supervisor, Lassen National Forest); Russell Nickerson,(District Ranger, Almanor Ranger District,
Lassen National Forest); David Brillenz (District Ranger, Feather River Ranger District (FRRD), Plumas National
Forest); Clay Davis (NEPA Planner, FRRD); Brett Sanders (Congressman LaMalfa’s Representative); Josh Pack
(Director of Public Works); Paula Daneluk (Director, Development Services); Paul Gosselin (Director, Dept. of Water
Resources); Abigail Whittaker (Northern California Regional Land Trust); Representative (Butte County Fire Safe
Council)

2.02

Self-introduction of Forest Advisory Committee Members, Alternates, Guests, and Public – 5 Min.

3.00

Consent Agenda

3.01

Review and approve minutes of 5-24-21 – 5 Min.

4.00

Agenda

4.01

SNC Grant Proposal – Workforce Education Project (Hayley Stone and Susan Strachan, CSU Chico – 20 Min.

4.02

Middle Fork of the Feather River Survey Project – Video and Plan – Darla DeRuiter, Feather River College – 40 Min.

4.03

Update: Board of Forestry Pending Regulations – Paula Daneluk, Director of Development Services – 10 Min.

https://www.frc.edu/symposium/virtual-student-research-symposium-spring-2021

4.04

Explore Butte and Table Mountain Plans for Next Year – Carolyn Denero, Executive Director, Explore Butte – 10 Min.

4.05

Forest Projects Review – Current Quarter: Discussion & required FAC action for USFS projects affecting Butte County
residents’ forest management, recreational, environmental, socio-economic interests(Chair)
-

Lassen NF Almanor Ranger District- Russell Nickerson (District Ranger): Report and Q & A on prescribed fire
plans, pending, proposed and modified projects, SOPA and Non-SOPA – 15 Min

-

Plumas NF Feather River Ranger District, David Brillenz, District Ranger or Clay Davis (District Planner):
Report and Q & A on pending, proposed and modified projects, SOPA and Non-SOPA and Collaborator’s
Meeting Update – 15 Min.

4.06

New Business–Considerations for upcoming meetings: Next meeting is July 26, 2021 - Zoom, 5:00 PM
•
Access to evacuation routes, traffic studies, (CalFire, PW, BCFSC, Nick R.) To include all rural foothill areas
•
Code Red or alternate emergency notification system
•
Fish & Wildlife, Friends of Butte Creek: Butte Creek Spring Run Salmon
•
Follow up on Forest Restoration $$ available through Congressional Bill that LaMalfa shared – how can Butte County
maximize funds for our area?

4.07

Public Comment (THE COMMITTEE IS PROHIBITED BY STATE LAW FROM TAKING ACTION ON ANY ITEM
PRESENTED IF IT IS NOT LISTED ON THE AGENDA.)

Sierra Nevada
Conservancy
RESILIENT SIERRA NEVADA COMMUNITIES PROGRAM (PROP 68)

Resilient Sierra Nevada Communities
Grant Program
Supports the planning and implementation of projects that will increase community resiliency
against, and recovery from, natural disasters and ecological and economic challenges.
Area of focus are projects that directly address the nexus among:
◦ Environmental Needs
◦ Economic Needs
◦ Community Needs

Local Capacity Building for Planning Fire
Resiliency Projects
Gap Assessment
Develop Curriculum Modules
Pilot Curriculum Modules
CEQA Readiness for 300 Acres

GAP ASSESSMENT
Work with community college faculty from Shasta College and Feather River College to identify
gaps in educational curriculum and vocational training within areas of planning in the forestry
and fuels management sector
Vet gap assessment findings with industry sector leaders

Curriculum Development
Modules will be developed to fill the education/training gaps identified through assessment
Prepare students on how to implement planning steps for fire resiliency projects
Education around public safety and enhancing environmental quality
Incorporation of indigenous perspectives and Traditional Ecological Knowledge

Module Pilot Implementation
Pilot modules over two semesters with community college students
Complete CEQA planning on 300 acres of Maidu Summit Consortium tribal land
Implementation will prioritization on Maidu Summit Consortium land as aligned with the
Consortium’s land stewardship objectives and future project implementation goals

CEQA Readiness
Staff from Big Chico Creek Ecological Reserves to work with students that are piloting the
developed curriculum to complete a CEQA document for 300 acres of Maidu Summit
Consortium land, resulting in a shovel ready project for future implementation

Long Term Project Goals
Create a certificate program at Feather River College and/or Shasta College that articulates with
programs at CSU, Chico
Build local capacity across Sierra Nevada region for planning and moving projects for fire
resiliency from conceptual to shovel ready
Enhance the supply pipeline of local personnel with relevant knowledge and skills to translate
community need into successful projects

Questions?
Contact Hayley Stone
hmstone@csuchico.edu

Bald Rock Canyon Overlook
Photo: Darla DeRuiter

Middle Fork Feather River
Public Opinion Survey
Spring 2021
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Introduction
The Middle Fork of the Feather River flows through the heart of Plumas County and is
rich with history, beauty, and recreation opportunities. A public opinion survey was
designed and administered by the ENVR 480 Human Dimensions of Natural Resources
class. The students in this class are all Equine Science and Ranch Management
Bachelor degree students led by Dr. Darla DeRuiter. Students in the class included
Bailey Graham, Sierra Schulze, Cheyenne Taylor, and Quinton Wiest. This report
summarizes the results of the survey. A presentation about the project for the Feather
River College Spring 2021 Student Research Symposium can also be found here.
The Middle Fork was designated a Wild & Scenic River in 1968 and Plumas National
Forest staff wrote a management plan for the river back in 1970. This project was a
partnership between Dr. DeRuiter’s ENVR 251 Ecosystem Management class, who
updated the old river plan, and this class, who designed, promoted, administered, and
evaluated the results from a public opinion survey about the beautiful, wild river.
For more information about the Wild & Scenic Middle Fork Plan or this survey, contact
Dr. DeRuiter at dderuiter1609@gmail.com.

Methods
The class administered this survey to residents of Plumas County along with people
from out of state and other counties around California. Google Forms were used to
make and administer the survey. It was publicized through traditional and social media
outlets, along with flyers, mass emails and word of mouth. See Appendix 2 for examples
of promotional outreach. The survey was open for 4 weeks, March 25-April 15, 2021. In
all, 362 respondents completed the survey.

Conclusions
Respondents were clearly highly experienced with and concerned about the Middle Fork
Feather River. Many had been visiting for decades, visit multiple times annually, and participate
in a wide range of activities at many sites along the Wild & Scenic river.
This experience makes them particularly qualified to comment on threats and proposed
regulatory changes. Levels of concern were exceptionally high for water quality related issues
(trout decline, mercury contamination, algae blooms) and waste problems (trash, human waste
disposal) and ecological issues such as Foothill Yellow-legged frog decline. Most people were
also supportive of increased regulations that protected the wild trout fishery, such as barbless
hooks and catch and release. It is notable that people would be willing to give up their personal
rights to protect the greater good in this case.
The Middle Fork is a rugged, remote place, and respondents identified concern about poor
maintenance on trails and campgrounds and a need for increased maintenance in some
locations. These results were mixed, however, with many others they are content with the
current level of trail and campground maintenance. This indicates that the wild, rugged nature of
the Middle Fork is what people like and want to keep.
Similarly, results were very mixed to the question about whether new trails should be developed
in the Middle Fork. About a third said yes, a quarter said no, and a quarter said maybe, with the
remainder indicating they were not sure. Similar responses resulted from the question about
changes to the four developed campgrounds. Before developing additional trails or changing the
campgrounds, land managers should gather additional public input.
The heart of the survey explored respondents’ interest in future protections for the Middle Fork
Feather River. Results clearly indicated high levels of support for securing additional
protections, with response levels well over 60% agreeing that additional Wild and Scenic River
designation for eligible tributaries would be appropriate, along with National Monument
designation. Other types of protection, like a National Recreation Area or Wilderness, also had
strong support, but also a contingent of opposition. Clearly, the pursuit of additional protections
for this special place should be a high priority.

Survey Results
Survey results are reported with simple graphs generated through Google Sheets and
interpreted in the paragraphs below.

Section 1 Experiences
The first section of the survey explored respondents’ experience with the Middle Fork, including
when they first visited, what they like to do when they are there, and where they spend their
time.

This survey question asked respondents when they first visited the Middle Fork of the Feather
River. There were 339 responses to this question, out of everyone that took the survey 60
respondents first visited in the 1970's while almost 80 respondents first visited in the 2010s.
After the 1960’s the population doubled from an average of 20 visits a decade to an average of
40 visits per decade.

Respondents were asked how often they visit each year. About a third (108 people, 30%) visit
the Middle Fork 1-3 times a year, 60 people (17%) say they visit 3-5 a year, 69 respondents

(19%) visit 5-10 times a year, and as much as 43 respondents (12%) said that they visit as often
as 30 or more times a year. Only 5 respondents (1.4%) taking the survey have never visited the
Middle Fork, suggesting respondents were highly experienced with the river.

Respondents reported on what activities they participate in on the Middle Fork. Respondents
could choose as many recreation activities as they wanted when they answered this question.
Hiking (75%), swimming (58%), and fishing (50%) were some of the top choices. Respondents
could also write in their own answers, some examples being: mining, foraging, meditation and
others.

This survey question asked the respondents how often they used twelve different Middle Fork
trails. The most popular trails being used 1-2 times a year are: Feather Falls and PCT/Butte Bar
trail. 120 respondents said that they use the Feather Falls trail 1-2 times a year, and the Pacific
Crest Trail is used 1-2 times a year by 111 people. The most popular trails being used 3-5 times
a year are: PCT/Butte Bar and Nelson Creek trails, both being used by 29 respondents 3-5
times a year.

This survey question asked the respondents how often they use some of the more popular
Middle Fork roads. The roads include Milsap Bar, Stag Point, Cleghorn Bar, Butte Bar, Little
California, and Laporte Road/Red Bridge. While many use these roads frequently, some
responded stating they rarely/never use those roads. The most used roads are Laporte
Road/Red Bridge and Milsap Bar Road.

The survey asked respondents how often they use the four developed campgrounds found in
the MIddle Fork (Milsap Bar, Stag Point, Cleghorn Bar, and Red Bridge). Red Bridge was used
most often, with nearly 30% of respondents using it at least 1-2 times per year and 48%
reporting that they never use it. Milsap followed with 20.7% using once or more per year and
57% never using. These two campgrounds are the most accessible in the Middle Fork. Only 19
respondents reported using the MIddle Fork campgrounds more than 5 times per year.

Section 2 Threats & Regulatory Changes
The second section asked about a series of threats to the Middle Fork, with the aim of
gauging how concerned or unconcerned respondents are about the range of threats.
Students brainstormed and researched a range of possible threats and narrowed them
down to the most important ones they felt the public should be surveyed about.

Foothill Yellow-legged frogs are listed as threatened under the federal Endangered
Species Act and they are found in the Middle Fork. About 70% were somewhat or very
concerned about the future of this species and about 15% were neutral or not
concerned at all.

The Middle Fork is part of the State Water Project, which provides water to 27 million
Californians downstream. Pollutants from upstream sources such as communities,
agriculture, and golf courses can impact water quality downstream in the Middle Fork.
Close to 90% of survey responses were very or somewhat concerned with water quality.

A series of questions asked about human impacts and how concerned respondents
were with those issues. Top concerns were: improper trash disposal (93.4% strongly or
moderately agreed), improper human waste disposal (86.7% strongly or moderately
agreed), wild trout population decline (87.8% strongly or moderately agreed), mercury
contamination from mining (75.9% strongly or moderately agreed), and algae blooms
(79.8% strongly or moderately agreed). Less of a concern was light pollution (54% of
respondents were strongly or moderately concerned) and military overflights (35% were
strongly or moderately concerned).

The Middle Fork provides world-class trout fishing. Implementation of fishing regulations
such as barbless hooks may be appropriate if use increases significantly in the future.
About 73% of respondents agreed that barbless hooks would be an acceptable
regulation, while 13% strongly or moderately disagree with this idea.

Implementation of fishing regulations such as catch and release may be appropriate if
use increases significantly in the future. About 66% agreed on catch and release
regulations on the Middle Fork, while 18% strongly or moderately disagree with this
idea.

Section 3 Maintenance
This section explored recreational facilities and maintenance and upkeep of roads,
trails, campgrounds and interpretive signage.

A series of questions asked about facilities, human behavior related to those facilities,
and how concerned respondents were with those issues. When it came to poorly
maintained trails 25% of respondents agreed that there are no poorly maintained trails
whereas 73% were somewhat or very concerned about the trails being maintained
poorly. The next question regarded the overcrowding of respondents’ favorite sites;
20% agreed that there is not any overcrowding at their favorite sites, while 70% have
had cases of overcrowding.

Another issue of concern was inappropriate behavior by other visitors, 13% of survey
takers are concerned with inappropriate behavior by others, but 87% of respondents’
have had encounters with inappropriate behavior by others. Along with inappropriate
behavior 88% of people have concerns with illegal activities in the Middle Fork. Illegal
marijuana grows are one of the threats to be considered.

Respondents were asked about facilities along the Middle Fork. Results were split, with
49% of people responding there is no lack of facilities, while 51% do have concerns

about the lack of facilities. The last issue of concern and the most important is forest
health and wildfire impacts is a huge concern with 91% of people expressing concern
about this issue.

When asked whether additional trails should be developed in the Middle Fork, about a
third (31.5%) said yes, 23.8% responded no and 44.8% said maybe or they were not
sure.

When asked about location for the new trails, 97 people provided input. Of those, 20%
wanted to see new trails along the river, 10% were satisfied with the current trails and
did not want new trails added. Others suggested trails for foot traffic only, including at
Red Bridge or along historic routes, and some identified the need for more 4x4 off
roading trails. See Appendix 1C for a complete list of where new trails were suggested.

When asked what trails need more maintenance, 105 people provided input. Over a
quarter of said most or all the trails need more maintenance, 18.9% of people said that
the existing trails are in OK condition, while others listed specific trails such as Hartman
Bar, Bald Rock Dome, and Butte Bar. See Appendix 1D for a complete list of trails that
respondents suggested need more maintenance / upkeep.

Respondents were asked if they would like to see changes made to the four primitive
campgrounds Milsap Bar, Stag Point, Cleghorn Bar, and Red Bridge. 13.5% agreed that
the campgrounds need changes, while 29.8% responded no and over 50% said they
were not sure or maybe.
Seventy respondents provided input on what kinds of changes should be made at the
four Middle Fork Campgrounds. See Appendix 1E for a complete list of these
suggestions.

Respondents were also asked whether the four Middle Fork campgrounds need more
maintenance/upkeep, and 23.8% responded yes, 14.1% responded no, and over half
were not sure or said maybe.

In the 1970 Wild & Scenic River Plan an RV park was proposed near Cilo but was never
built. The survey asked respondents whether they would like to see an RV park
developed in the Middle Fork in the Clio location. Over 50% responded no, while only
13% said yes, and 33% said not sure/maybe. It is clear that an RV park is not wanted in
the Middle Fork.

It was also asked if respondents’ would like to see new campgrounds added 38%
responded no, while only 15.5% said yes to new campgrounds.

The next topic was about signage in the Middle Fork including at trailheads and
campgrounds. 23.2% said that there is plenty of signage surrently, while 35.9% said
more signage is needed.

When asked whether informational kiosks would be beneficial, 40.1% said yes, 26.8%
said no to kiosks, while 33.1% said they were unsure about the kiosks.

Respondents’ were asked where interpretive kiosks should be located, and 96 people
provided input. The majority said trailheads, popular campgrounds and river access as
good locations. See Appendix 1G for a complete list of where kiosk locations were
suggested.

Section 4 The Future
The survey’s main goal for this section was to explore how respondents felt about
additional protections on the Middle Fork. These results will be valuable for land
managers and conservationists or anyone interested in the Middle Fork’s future.

First was a general question asking respondents whether they support additional
protection for the Middle Fork watershed. Strong support for additional protections
resulted, with 69.3% saying yes, and only 18.2% saying no, and 12.4% not sure about
additional protection in the future.

The next series of questions asked about a range of possible protections that could be
implemented for the Middle Fork watershed. Some would require Congressional action,
and others could be administratively created by Forest Service leadership.
The first question asked about designating the area as a National Recreation Area.
Over a quarter strongly support a NRA, and 58.8% strongly or moderately support this
idea, while 18% are against it.

Wilderness designation, which would require Congressional action and is the most
restrictive level of protection, garnered nearly 44% strongly supporting and 58.8%
supporting to some degree. While there was more support for Wilderness designation,
there was also more opposition, as 26.2% opposed at some level.

Future Wild & Scenic River designation garnered an extremely high level of support
from survey respondents. There are 8 eligible tributaries to the Middle Fork that the
Plumas National Forest could recommend for designation. The majority of survey
respondents strongly supported (63.5%) this idea, with 78.7% strongly or moderately
support it, with only 12.2% against the idea.

Survey respondents were whether National Monument designation would be something
they would support. National Monuments can be designated through Congressional
action or Presidential proclamation and provide significant management flexibility.
Results show 69.9% moderately or strongly support with 14.9% against.

This section ended by asking respondents how they felt about no additional protections.
Only 15% of survey takers want no additional protections, while 51.9% were against the
idea of no future protections for the Middle Fork.

Section 5 Demographics
Section 5 asked respondents standard demographic questions and included some
open-ended questions in order to provide an opportunity for general input about the
Middle Fork Feather River.

Respondents identified where they were from. The majority of locals, 131 respondents,
lived in Quincy (36.2%) and surrounding areas: Portola (8%), Chester (6.4%), Graeagle
(6.4%), Greenville (2.8%), and Meadow Valley (2.2%), making up 62% of respondents.

About a third (29%) live in other parts of Plumas County besides the communities listed,
23.6% live in adjacent counties (including 12 respondents from Oroville; 3.3% and 7
from Chico; 1.9%). About a third (33.1%) live elsewhere in California with 34
communities represented from Arcata to Los Angeles, and 14.2% of respondents were
from out of state (see chart below).

Of the 14.2% of respondents that were from outside of California, 6 were from Nevada,
3 from Oregon, and 2 each from Washington and Colorado. See Appendix 1A for a
complete list of where respondents live.

Almost a third of respondents (29.3%) were age 65 or older a fairly even age distribution
between the 10-year age categories between 35-44 (16.6%) 45-54 (16.9%), and 55-64
(19.1%). Forty-nine people (13.5%) fell into the 25-34 year old category, and 17 (4.7%)
were 18-24.

Gender was skewed toward men, with 55% of respondents identifying as male, 39.5%
as female, and an equal number (2.8% responding ‘other’ or prefer not to answer).
Some comments in response to this question included, “ Does it matter?” and “What
does gender have to do with the Middle Fork?“. See Appendix 1I for a complete list
responses to “other” for the gender question.

Most respondents (82.9%) identified as white, 11.3% preferred not to say, and 11.9%
identified as another race with Hispanic or Latino being most common (3.6%) while
4.1% said “other”.

When then asked “What is the highest degree or level of education you have
completed?,” 82% of respondents indicated they have taken part in higher education.
37% have completed a bachelor's degree, and 29.5% have completed masters degree
or higher. See Appendix 1J for a complete list of ‘other’ responses to the education
question.

The survey concluded by asking respondents if they would like to share anything else.
95 provided a wide range of comments and concerns. An analysis of responses
revealed 29 comments focused on ecological concerns. Here is an example from this
category, “I know for a fact that the Middle Fork is polluted from upstream and is not
being monitored for water quality. This is a national-level tragedy.” While 29 people had
input on access, roads, and trails, such as: “Keep the existing roads- Allows senior
citizens to get there.” Another 38 people argued that the Middle Fork should be kept as
is and that less development is preferable, example: “Keep the Middle Fork as it is

today. No changes are needed.” 20 people were interested in new regulations and more
enforcement, example: “Catch and release, no bait , barbless hooks only.” Lastly 30
people identified a desire to increase protections of the Middle Fork, example: “This is a
national treasure and one that deserves protection.” See Appendix 1K for a complete
response to this question. Separately, 128 people provided email addresses for more
information.
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Appendices
Open-ended Survey Question Responses
1A - Where do you live - other
1B - Other problems respondents identified
1C - Where would you like new trails?
1D - Trails that need more maintenance / upkeep?
1E - Campground changes
1F - Where would you like new campgrounds?
1G - Where would you like informational kiosks?
1H - Input for River Plan / future of Middle Fork?
1I - Gender - other
1J - Education - other
1K - Anything else you’d like to share?

Survey Promotion Examples
2A - Plumas News press release
2B - Flier
2C - Facebook posts

2D - Email blast
Dear [Organization] Member,

Environmental Studies students at Feather River College are working on revising the
1970 Middle Fork River Plan in Plumas County and are seeking public input.
The Middle Fork flows through the heart of Plumas County and is filled with history,
beauty, and recreation opportunities for everyone to enjoy and experience. Plumas
Audubon is an organization that is invested in the biodiversity of the Middle Fork and
our region, so we’re asking you to share your input and share this survey as broadly as
possible.
Students in FRC's Agricultural Studies Department are coordinating with the
Environmental Studies students to develop a public opinion survey to help update the
1970 River Management Plan. The plan was written shortly after the Middle Fork was
designated as one of the eight original Wild & Scenic Rivers with the passage of the
1968 Wild & Scenic Rivers Act.
Public input can help guide the management and the opportunities the river provides
for Plumas County residents for the future.
Here is the link to the survey and a nice Plumas News article. The survey takes about
10 minutes.
https://forms.gle/EkG3sCotHrdeRYgc9
Thank you for taking the time to make your voice heard about this significant area
right in our backyards.

Sent to Plumas Audubon Society, Friends of Plumas Wilderness, Trout
Unlimited (local chapter), Quincy Rotary, FRC Employees, among other
individuals through email.

Middle Fork Feather River flows through Bald Rock Canyon
Photo: Darrel Jury

Middle Fork Feather River
Management Plan
Spring 2021
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Executive Summary:
This document was written in the spring of 2021 by students enrolled in the Environmental
Studies program at Feather River College, in Quincy, California. The students worked
alongside the USFS and Friends of Plumas Wilderness, all under the guidance of their
professor Darla DeRuiter, on the first steps of the revision of the Original Plan for the Middle
Fork of the Feather River. This plan is unofficial, but meant to provide information and
guidance to the Plumas National Forest when they begin plan revision in the future.
In this new plan, an update of the 1970 version, we advise a focus on maintaining the Middle
Fork’s character as wild and rugged. As one of the eight original rivers to be protected under
the 1968 Wild & Scenic Rivers Act, it is imperative to keep this river's legacy protected and
natural elements maintained. The Outstanding Recreational Values (ORV’s) for the Middle
Fork identified with the passage of the Act are the scenery and fishery, which are central to
our recommendations. The suggestions in this river plan are meant to ensure that people who
are willing to make the journey to visit the area continue to enjoy the wild and humbling
experience of the Middle Fork Feather River.
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Introduction:
LOCATION:
The Middle Fork Feather River begins in the snow-covered mountains of the Northern Sierra
Nevada and flows westward to Lake Oroville, the primary reservoir of the California State
Water Project, providing drinking water to more than 27 million people. The Middle Fork
Feather River is located in Plumas and Butte Counties. The majority of lands within the
watershed are managed by the Plumas National Forest. The Middle Fork Feather River was
one of eight Wild & Scenic Rivers designated with the passage of the 1968 Act. A U.S. A
River Plan for the Middle Fork Feather River was written by the U.S. Forest Service in
March 1970. Feather River College students from the Environmental Studies capstone ENVR
251 Ecosystem Management undertook a plan revision to provide recommendations to the
Plumas National Forest during the Spring 2021 term. None of the recommendations in this
document are authoritative, as an in-depth planning and public outreach process is necessary
before an updated plan is official.
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BRIEF HISTORY:
The Middle Feather Canyon has a deep human history, beginning with Maidu Indians.
Historical Gold Rush mining sites and artifacts are abundant, and many trails from that era
are still used. The Middle Fork was ravaged for gold and resources during the age of
hydraulic mining and the rise of nearby settlements, and gave refuge to families who became
vagabonds during the Depression. In the mid-1900s, four dams and four powerhouses were
proposed. After resistance from Plumas County citizens, Supervisors, and the Tourism Board,
the proposal was reduced to two dams and two powerhouses. When the State of California
permitted these waterworks, Plumas
County sued the irrigation districts
to stop construction. With
community resistance and the
advocacy of Dick Laursen and Les
Whitman, who separately
documented their travels in the
canyon, the river was designated
Wild and Scenic (W&S) with the
passage of the Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act of 1968. This prevented
future impoundments. The State
Water Project was already in
place however, with Oroville
Dick Laursen and Brad Braddon-Walker on their 13-day
Dam predating W&S designation
trip down the Middle Fork in September, 1967
by nearly a decade. The State
Water Project was authorized in
1960 with the passage of the Burns-Porter Act. Construction began in 1961 and ended in
1968.

SPECIAL ELEMENTS:
The Middle Fork Feather River has exceptional geologic wonders: the near-vertical granite
pluton Bald Rock Dome towers 1,500 feet above the river, and Little Volcano is a limestone
monolith with deep caves. Botanically, the canyon’s elevational gradient, foothills-to-Sierra
Crest reach, mediterranean climate, and topographical complexity results in a mix of plant
communities and biological areas of special interest.
Today, abundant opportunities for recreation and solitude exist in the Middle Fork, including
trout fishing, the premier Class V multi-day kayak expedition that attracts whitewater
enthusiasts from around the world, the Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail which traverses the
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Bald Rock Canyon
Photo: Darla DeRuiter
canyon, along with Hartman National Recreation Trail and
more than a dozen additional trails and routes that access the river.
The Little North Fork, South Branch, and Fall rivers and Nelson, Dixon, Onion Valley, Bear,
and McCarthy creeks are eligible
Wild & Scenic Rivers and
tributaries to the Middle Fork.
ADJACENT LANDS:
The watershed surrounding the
Nelson Creek
Wild & Scenic Middle Fork is
Photo:
Darla DeRuiter
adapted to wildfire and has burned
many times in the past. There is
little timber of merchantable value in the rugged, steep inner canyon, and great watershed,
ecological, and recreational value. There are some private parcels within the Wild & Scenic
corridor and the Middle Fork watershed, but the Forest Service is the main land manager.
UPDATING THE 1970 RIVER PLAN:
The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (16 U.S.C 1271-1287) of October 2nd, 1968 designated the
entire 108-mile length of the Middle Fork of the Feather River as a component of the
National System of Wild and Scenic and Rivers. In 1976 the designated portion of the river
was reduced to a total of 77.6 miles due to concerns about the difficulty of identifying a
single channel of the river in the broad Sierra Valley. It meanders and separates into braided
channels for a distance of several miles, some through private ranch land; hence those river
miles were dropped from Wild & Scenic designation. The 77.6 miles are broken into the
following classifications: wild 32.9 miles, scenic 9.7 miles, and recreational 35.0 miles.
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As required by the Wild and Scenic River Act, a management plan was written in March
1970. During the spring term of 2021, students in Dr. Darla DeRuiter’s Ecosystem
Management class, part of the Environmental Studies program at Feather River College in
Quincy, California, undertook a revision of the 50+-year-old plan. This is not an official
document of the Forest Service but is meant to provide assistance to Plumas National Forest
officials as they revise the 1970 plan in the future.
The upper limit of Lake Oroville marks the lower limit of the free-flowing river. From this
point, the river extends north-easterly through the Plumas National Forest and through the
mountain communities of Sloat, Graeagle, Blairsden, Mohawk, Clio, and Portola, with the
designated Wild and Scenic portion ending at Beckwourth. The upper end of the river, as
shown on US Geological Service maps, is located in the SW 1/4 Sec. 14 T.23.N R.11E.,
MDM.
The river area managed as Wild & Scenic consists of approximately 16,000 acres of carefully
identified public and private lands that lie adjacent to the river in a corridor approximately ¼
mile wide on either side. These lands must receive special recognition and management in
order to carry out the purpose of the act.
CLIMATE CRISIS & THE FUTURE:
When the 1970 River Plan was written, concerns about a climate
crisis and CO2 emissions were non-existent. Now they dominate
the media and human consciousness. Every decision we make as
responsible humans should consider ways to address this crisis.
The 319,000-acre North Complex Fire of 2020 burned much of
the watershed around the Middle Fork. High elevations on the
east half did not burn or burned in small patches at low,
medium, or high severity while most low elevation areas farther
west burned at high severity in an historic one-day conflagration
which consumed 181,000 acres. The variety of scales and
intensities which the fire burned provide exceptional
opportunities to study biogeography, disturbance, secondary
succession, and restoration. The east-west orientation of the
Middle Fork Feather River, north-south orientation of tributary
rivers and streams, and extreme elevational gradients make
the area an ideal location to study plant and animal
North Complex Fire impacts
adaptation to climate change.

on PCT near Lookout Rock
Photo Darla DeRuiter

Existing Elements & Land Uses:
Outstandingly Remarkable Values and Wild & Scenic Sections:
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The Wild & Scenic Rivers Act requires the protection of Outstanding Remarkable Values
(ORV’s) in a wild and scenic river for the benefit of present and future generations. The
ORV’s identified for the Middle Fork are scenery and fish.
Scenery: The Middle Fork has diverse geography reaching from high altitude with
sharp drops and deep canyons
to low-lying portions right
along the water. The land on
the outskirts ranges from
untouched wilderness to
private golf courses. The upper
portion is mildly accessible
by rugged dirt roads, but to
Trail to Nelson Creek through
Nelson Creek
Oak Woodlands
Trail View
gain access within the wild
Photo:
Darla
Photo
DeRuiter
Darla
DeRuiter
zone requires challenging
hiking or expert paddle
skills. The wild zone has rugged geography with waterfalls, jagged rocks and
boulders, and cliffs. Recreation is up to the user’s imagination, but most go fishing,
hiking, kayaking, or simply jump in for a swim. Many scenic opportunities arise
anytime of the year, with all seasons creating a stunning backdrop on the Middle
Fork.
Fish: Middle Fork has some of the best Brown, Rainbow and Brook Trout fishing in
the state. The Middle Fork was designated Wild Trout Waters by the State of
California, meaning the waters are “able to support, with appropriate angling
regulations, wild trout populations of sufficient magnitude to provide satisfactory
trout catches in terms of number or size of fish. Domestic strains of catchable-size
trout shall not be planted but suitable hatchery-produced wild or semi-wild strains
may be planted in designated waters, but only if necessary to supplement natural
reproduction.” Fishing season is from the last Saturday in April until November 15th.
After those dates only artificial lures, barbless hooks and catch and release are
allowed.
The 1981 Nationwide Rivers Inventory (NRI) identified two additional ORV’s for the Middle
Fork: recreation and geology (NPS, 2017):
Recreation: The river and its surrounding largely roadless canyon provides a wide
variety of outdoor recreation opportunities, including fishing, swimming, camping,
and hiking. The river canyon’s limited access offers a unique wilderness experience in
a highly scenic setting. Since the NRI was completed, improvements in whitewater
technology have made the Middle Fork and some of its tributary streams popular
whitewater destinations for expert kayakers and rafters. Also not mentioned in the
NRI are three national trails that provide access to the river, canyon, and the
undeveloped IRAs, including the Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail, the Feather Falls
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National Recreation Trail, and the Hartman Bar National Recreation Trail (Evans,
2021).
Geology: In Bald Rock Canyon, the Middle Fork’s bedrock riverbed, house-sized
boulders, sheer rock walls, rounded eminence of Bald Rock Dome, and the
spectacular granite features of the adjacent Big Bald Rock Special Interest Area
constitute an outstandingly remarkable geology value. Although not mentioned in the
NRI, the diverse geology of upstream segments of the Middle Fork contribute to the
outstanding geology value. The unique character of the Little Volcano Special Interest
Area on the rim of the Middle Fork Canyon, (including Limestone Point and its
caverns), and the rock formation known as Marble Cone, which stretches down to the
river, also contribute to the river’s outstanding geology (Evans, 2021).

The map above shows the entire reach of the designated Wild and Scenic River on the Middle
Fork (77.6 miles total).
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Sections:
● Wild 32.9 miles in total, starting from lake Oroville at 900 feet in elevation to Bald
Rock canyon, 0.7 miles on the east side of the river, towards Milsap Bar campground.
The wild portion continues from the end of Milsap Bar campground at 1,700 feet in
elevation, through Devil Canyon and Franklin Canyon. The upper canyon continues
for 27.5 miles until it reaches Nelson Creek at 3,800’.

● Scenic 9.7 miles in total, starting at the upper portion of Bald Rock Canyon, towards
Milsap Bar, ending at the junction of a drainage ditch and 0.5 miles east of Devil’s
Gulch, about 3.6 miles. English Bar section extends from the confluence of Nelson
Creek and the river for 6.1 miles, to the Spring Garden railroad tunnel.
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● Recreational 35.0 miles, area includes Spring Garden railroad tunnel at 4,000 feet in
elevation and continues upstream past the towns of Sloat, Mohawk, Blairsden,
Greagle, Clio, Portola, and Beckworth.

Recreation & Access:
The 2020 North Complex Fire (over 300,000 acres) caused significant damage to many
developments in the Middle Fork and rain/snow events are expected to contribute more
damage with subsequent erosion and landslides during the winter of 2020 / 2021, although an
exceptionally light precipitation year has so far occurred. An inventory of the condition of
trails, roads, signage, and recreation facilities is critical in order to determine necessary trail
work, road reconstruction, and sign and facility replacement, as appropriate. This will need to
be monitored throughout the years to come in anticipation of future fires, user damage, and
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erosion. Friends of Plumas Wilderness, in partnership with the USFS, may conduct much of
this inventory work.
Recreation Activities:
There are abundant opportunities for unconfined
recreation and solitude in the Middle Fork. Some of
the best trout fishing, the premier Class V multi-day
kayak expedition in California, and the Pacific Crest
National Scenic Trail which traverses the river are
highlights. Feather Falls and Hartman Bar are
National Recreation Trails within the corridor, and
there are a dozen more hiking trails and a half-dozen
routes that allow visitors to explore deep into the
remote canyons of Middle Fork. Four unique OffHighway Vehicle trails provide access to the inner
canyon.

Camping at Horseshoe Bend
Photo: Darla DeRuiter

Maintaining the rugged, remote feel of the Middle
Fork is paramount. Recreation activities most
common to the Middle Fork as identified by survey
respondents are listed below. Anticipated trends include a rising desire and interest in
backpacking and motorized vehicle travel.
1. Hiking-Day hiking and Backpacking - Nationally significant trails: Pacific Crest
National Scenic Trail, Hartman Bar National Recreation Trail, Feather Falls National
Recreation Trail
2. Fishing-River and Stream Fishing, Fly fishing (Areas on the Middle Fork Feather
River-Cleghorn Bar, Milsap Bar Campground, Stag Point) The remote Middle Fork
Feather River and Nelson Creek provide some of the best trout fishing in California
and have been designated Wild Trout Waters by the State.
3. Camping - several developed, primitive and free campgrounds are available and
undesignated camping is abundant throughout the canyon
4. Swimming - the refreshing waters of the Middle Fork invite dips and swims during
the warmer months
5. 4-wheel driving Four unique Off-Highway Vehicle trails provide access to the inner
canyon and there are abundant opportunities to explore the canyon rim by motorized
and mechanized vehicle.
6. Kayaking, white water rafting the Middle Fork Feather River is the premier Class V
multi-day kayak expedition in California, attracting whitewater enthusiasts from
around the world.
7. Hunting and Wildlife Viewing - the diverse wildlife and bird species attract wildlife
enthusiasts to the Middle Fork
8. Horseback Riding - challenging trails for experienced equestrians can be found
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9. A range of other activities, including rock climbing, gold mining, mountain biking,
and botanizing were also mentioned
The graph below shows the results from a survey administered in March, 2021 (n=362). This
question asked ‘What recreation activities do you like to do when you go to the Middle
Fork?’ Respondents could select more than one answer.

Oddie Bar and No Ear TrailHead
Photo: Darla DeRuiter
Trails:
The maintenance of trails is vital in order to keep the Middle Fork wild, as well as providing
the public with safe access. The following list of trails to the Middle Fork provides access to
the scenery, world class fishing, and diverse recreational opportunities offered there.
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1. Pacific Crest Trail (PCT) / Butte Bar
a. Elevation 3800’, 2800’ descent at the Middle Fork crossing, 1.5 miles of the
2,650 mile PCT is Butte Bar trail. There is a private 4WD road on the north
side leading to this trail.
2. Hartman Bar, North and South
a. Elevation on the North trail is 5,160’, elevation on the South trail is 4,833’,
there is a 200’ dirt road to enter the south trail head and the .Both trails are
about 8.4 miles in total. Foot / horse bridge crosses the Middle Fork on the
north trail and also offers wildflower viewing in the late summer. Both trails
offer swimming holes and fly fishing. Popular use of this trail for horses.
3. Bachs Creek / Lost Cabin Springs
a. Elevation 4,800’, 2.4 miles and 0.8 miles to Lost Cabin Springs, very steep
terrain that traverses along the base of Little Volcano before dropping to the
river at Lost Cabin Springs.
4. McCarthy Bar
a. Elevation 3,600’, 1.7 miles one direction downhill on a narrow and rugged
trail, non-maintained trail with entrance to the canyon from the north end.
Trail leads you to great fishing and camping along the river.
5. Oddie Bar
a. Elevation 3,600’, 1.3 miles long but a
difficult trail with a 1700’ descent to
the river, open land with little shade.
Continues up and over to Horseshoe
Bend. Downriver offers great
campsites and large swimming holes.
6. No Ear Bar
a. Elevation 3.600’ 1.5 miles long, 1 mile
and 1500’ to the river, then .5 miles to
No Ear Bar with a few campsites and
great fishing. This trail shares a
trailhead with Oddie Bar trail.
7. Bald Rock Dome Trail
a. Elevation 3,500’, 4.6 miles with a
2,000’ descent to the Middle Fork. 3
miles on a dirt road to trailhead. Steep,
switchbacks, cliff edges, boulder
hopping. Offers wildflower viewing
and fishing.
8. Hansens Bar
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Elevation 4,200’, 3 miles one way on an out and back trail, campsites at the
end of trail with great fishing offered.
9. Feather Falls
Darla at Bachs Creek Trail on
a. Elevation 2460’, upper trail is 4.5
the Middle Fork River
miles, lower trail in 3.5 miles these
Photo: Darla DeRuiter
trails connect to make a 9 mile loop,
Feather Falls is a 640’ waterfall with
steep terrain, it is the 6th tallest year-round waterfall in the US.
10. Nelson Creek
a. Elevation 3.829’, about 6 miles long, 2000’ descent down a narrow canyon
that leads you to the river. This is a major tributary to the Middle Fork Feather
River and should be a priority when considering the health of the Middle Fork.
The canyon is heavily forested and holds a lot of mining claims.
11. Portola River Walk
a. Paved walkway just north of the town of Portola with several nice picnic
tables, fire rings, and a few portable toilets. Day use only. Handicap
accessible.
12. Jackson Creek Picnic Area Trail
a. Route from the Jackson Creek Picnic Area goes through a culvert and over
railroad for easy access to the Middle Fork from Highway 70.
a.

Roads (2WD & 4WD):
The intention for roads along the Middle Fork is to maintain the integrity of the setting by
maintaining existing access points, minimizing erosion, and improving recreation
opportunities. Restricting future road development while maintaining existing roads to
provide an appropriate level of vehicular access is recommended. This is in an effort to
reduce pollution in the upper Middle Fork, as well as to maintain the feelings of remoteness,
wilderness, and exploration. All mechanical vehicles must be prohibited along the river.
Existing roads may remain to provide current levels of vehicular access.
There is one 2 wheel drive road and five 4WD roads into the canyon. The two on the south
side lead down to the river’s edge and the three on the north side go down to about one
quarter mile from the river.
Here is the select group of the main roads with access to the river:
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1. The Milsap Bar- This is the only 2 wheel
drive road entering the canyon. It starts at
Brush Creek, travels approximately 4 miles
to Milsap Bar Campground, and receives
moderate levels of use on the west side. On
the east side, the road is less wellmaintained; it climbs up to Hartman Bar
Ridge after about 4 miles to join County
Route 94.

This road was started by the Civilian
Conservation Corps in the early
1930s and the bridge was built in
1934 or '35. The campground was
established as soon as the bridge was
completed. The Milsap Bar Road was
continued eastward high above the
river until WWII started, then the

road was abandoned until sometime
This road provides the only vehicle bridge
crossing the river. It was constructed within after the war ended in 1945.
a mile above Milsap Bar in 1934 to 1941
and completed to a junction with the Hartman Bar Ridge road at the end of WWII or
shortly thereafter. The road is approximately 11 miles long, overlapping into T21N,
R6E, located in the Feather Falls Scenic Area.
2. Cleghorn- This 4 wheel drive road has several access points on the map to the Middle
Fork. A maintained road that comes off the LaPorte/Quincy road in Section 5 of
T22N R10E. It is about 10 miles of two wheel drive road before reaching the last two
miles which requires 4WD down into the canyon on the south side. There is also a
campground at Cleghorn Bar on the river.
3. Stag Point- A 4 wheel drive road and trail with access to the Middle Fork entering the
canyon on the south side. The road is steep with sharp turns and very narrow in
places. There are several picnic tables but no toilet facilities. Good water can be
obtained from the adjacent Dejonah Creek. T22N, R8E, SW of Quincy.
4. Butte Bar / Dead Man's Springs- 4 wheel drive road with the Pacific Crest Trail
crossing the MF Feather at this point. There is also a private 4WD road (a spur off FS
road 24N28) on the north side. It serves an in-holding about ¼ mile downstream of
the PCT bridge and reaches to about ¼ mile of the river.
5. Little California- a non-maintained 4 wheel drive road 23N75 which comes down to
about ½ mile of the river on the north side.
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Campgrounds: All campgrounds in the Middle Fork are free. They are primitive, offering no
water and few facilities.
1. Red Bridge- Off Quincy LaPorte Road at an
elevation of 3800 ft. The appropriate season
for this campground is May-October.
Facilities available are an undeveloped
campground with vault toilets. Common
activities include fishing, tubing, cliff
jumping, swimming, camping, picnicking,
gold panning, and snorkeling.
2. Cleghorn- Located near the river at an
elevation of 3074 ft. The appropriate season
for this campground is June-October.
Facilities available are a developed
campground with wooden picnic tables and 4
sites, and a wilderness toilet. Common
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activities include fishing, camping, and swimming.
3. Stag Point- Close to the river, located at an elevation of 2788 ft. The appropriate
season for this campground is June-October. Facilities available are a developed
campground, with wooden tables and 5 sites, and a wilderness toilet. Common
activities include fishing, camping, and swimming.
4. Milsap- Connected to Milsap Bar road, located
W&S Sign Installation at Red
at an elevation of 1600 ft. The appropriate
Bridge
season for this campground is April-October,
Friends of Plumas Wilderness
depending on the snowpack. Facilities
Event
available are a developed campground, with
Photo:
Darla
DeRuiter
wooden tables and 20 sites, and a wilderness
toilet. Common activities include fishing,
camping, swimming, picnicking, gold panning, cliff jumping, and snorkeling.

Signage:

Grant funding was obtained by Friends of Plumas
Wilderness to install the following signs before the
North Complex fire of 2020. An inventory is needed to
identify which ones were burned, damaged, or
destroyed by the fire.

Example of old signage
Bachs Creek
Photo: Darla DeRuiter

Number of Signs and Locations
Trailhead
Red Bridge

1

Oddie Bar

1

McCarthy Bar

1

PCT

River

Other

2
1
1
1

Fells Flat
Lost Cabin
Springs

WSR

1 (at
intersection)
1

1
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No Ear Bar

1

Bachs Creek

1

1
1

Extractive Uses
Logging:
The commercial harvest of timber or other
vegetation is prohibited, except when part
of an authorized science-based ecological
restoration project aimed at meeting
protection and old-growth enhancement
objectives.
In the 1970 plan, it states “timber will be
managed to provide an attractive forest
cover, commercial timber harvest will be
employed only to the extent desirable to
maintain or enhance attractive conditions
of the landscape or to prevent serious
spread of timber insects or disease.”
Evidently, attitudes towards timber
harvesting and the ‘attractiveness of the
landscape’ have changed over the years.

Canyon Live Oak on Nelson
Creek

The North Complex Fire, which started on
August 17th, 2020, burned much of the
Middle Fork watershed, causing 318,935
acres to burn, 16 fatalities, and 2,455 structures lost. This was caused by naturally occurring
lightning strikes, but the overgrowth in the stands near and within the Wild and Scenic
boundaries was caused by fire suppression, lack of prescribed burning and past forest
management practices. Much salvage logging has occurred since the fire.
Photo: Darla DeRuiter
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Grazing:
There is one known grazing permit in the Middle Fork, held by Dave Daley, who wrote about
his experience of losing his cattle in the North Complex fire (Daley, 2020). His grazing
permit is through the Feather River Ranger District. Grazing should be managed consistent
with Wild and Scenic River values (rivers.gov).
Mining:
Historically in Plumas County the Middle and North Forks of the Feather River have been
heavily mined, mainly during the Gold Rush. During the 1920s and 1930s, Plumas County
was number one in state copper production. A majority of the mines that were operational
during the Gold Rush (and after) were on the Middle and North Fork or on tributaries that
lead to them. Nelson's Point on the Middle Fork was one of the most mined areas in the
1850s through the 1900s. Mining of all kinds takes a toll on the landscape including the Wild
and Scenic Middle Fork. The table below summarizes mining policy in wild, scenic and
recreational segments.
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Wild
Allowed

Not Allowed

Other

Mineral patents
Mining claims
Mining or panning

Scenic

Recreation

Applications for
new mining claims

Applications for
new mining claims

Recreational
panning

Recreational
panning

Mineral patents

Mineral patents

Source
Rivers.gov

USDA
Claims subject to
strict inquiry, as to
not affect W&S
values

Cannot alter or
pollute the waters.

Rivers.gov
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Natural & Cultural Elements:
Cultural Resources:
The Middle Fork Feather River is home to Maidu Indians. The mountains, canyons, rivers,
streams and springs in the National Monument have special cultural value to the Maidu.
Numerous ceremonial and cultural sites – trails, villages, gathering sites, and grinding rocks
are located throughout the Middle Fork canyon. Historical hand-drawn maps made by Maidu
elders identify spiritual sites and unique places, such as California condor roosting sites. An
archaeological inventory and collaborative effort with Maidu people is essential to protect these
sacred sites.
Historic Resources:
The Middle Fork contains numerous historical Gold Rush mining sites and ghost towns.
Although most of the miners’ buildings have been lost over time, some of their artifacts remain,
and many of their trails are still used. The sport of skiing was introduced to the Americas in the
northern Sierra Nevada by Norwegian miners, and the first documented ski race in the Western
Hemisphere at Onion Valley happened in the winter of 1861.
Private Inholdings:
The following list of parcels is a partial inventory of private lands within the W&S corridor
or that touch those lands. Parcels are listed from east to west.
1. NW ¼, NW ¼, SEC 28, T23N, R14E, E ½, NE ¼, NE ¼, SEC 29, T23N,
R14E
2. SE ¼, NW ¼, SEC. 19, T23N, R13E
3. W ½, SE ¼, SE ¼, SEC. 30, T23N, R12E, E ½, SW ¼, SE ¼, SEC. 30 T23N,
R12E
4. SEC. 16, T23N, R9E
5. Deadman Spring Mining Claim NE ¼, SE ¼, SEC. 35, T23N, R8E
6. NE ¼, SE ¼, SEC. 10, T21N, R6E, NW ½, SE ¼, SE ¼, SEC, 10, T21N, R6E
7. SW ¼, NW ¼, SEC. 26, T21N, R6E, NE ¼, SW ¼, SEC. 26, T21N, R6EW ½,
SW ¼, SEC. 26, T21N, R6E
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Natural Elements:
● Water Quality
It is essential that the Middle Fork is protected from activities that might pollute or
negatively impact the water quality of the river, both as a W&S river and part of the
headwaters of the State Water Project. The Plumas National Forest must work with local
governing bodies, landowners and state and federal agencies to ensure this be prioritized.
Concerns about agricultural and other landowner runoff from upstream private lands is also
paramount. An annual river cleanup, in partnership with a group like Friends of Plumas
Wilderness, is also encouraged. Water quality monitoring in partnership with Adventure
Scientists and Trout Unlimited is evolving and highly recommended.
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No Ear Bar View
Photo: Darla DeRuiter

Middle Fork Feather at No Ear Bar
Photo: Darla DeRuiter
● Water
Quantity
Streamflow gauges
near Portola,
below Sloat and at Milsap Bar record Middle Fork flows in cubic feet per second (CFS) with
real-time data available at dreamflows.com. Maintain baseline flows for ecological purposes.

● Botanical
Several plant communities can be found in the Middle Fork. At 4000 feet in elevation at
English Bar Scenic zone near Red Bridge Great Basin type plant families transition to Sierra
Nevada mixed conifer community, which continues down to 3000-4000 feet in elevation
from Rich Bar to Hartman Bar. This blends into gray pine and black oaks at around 2500 feet
towards Hanson’s Bar. Milsap Bar returns to 3000 feet in elevation with mixed conifers. At
Bald Rock Canyon sparse black oaks and interior live oaks dot the granite walls as part of the
foothill woodlands plant community. Riparian communities follow the river’s edge, and
mountain meadow communities are at higher elevations (over 4000’).
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Darrel Jury at Nelson Creek
Photo: Darla DeRuiter

Nelson Creek
Photo: Darla DeRuiter
● Wildlife
Fauna is incredibly diverse as well, as animals need the river to survive in this rugged
landscape. Large mammals like American black bears, coyotes, mountain lions, gray foxes,
and more often the abundant Columbian black-tailed deer are all vital parts of the ecosystem.
Small mammals also thrive off the abundance of resources on the Feather River. Animals like
western gray squirrels, lodgepole chipmunks, American beavers, and harder to spot American
minks are a treat to encounter. Insects are seen in abundance during spring and summer:
dragonflies, butterflies, moths and numerous bumblebee species plus countless others. If
you're lucky, you can catch amphibians like Sierra chorus tree frogs and Sierra newts where
moisture is abundant.You may also observe the invasive American bullfrog which rapidly
consumes the critically endangered Sierra Nevada yellow-legged frog. In the warmer seasons
locals often warn visitors to watch their step for western rattlesnakes, and for other less
dangerous snakes and reptiles.
● Birding
Birdwatching is a popular activity in Plumas County. Birds thrive along the banks of and
above the river systems. Birds of prey like bald eagles, red-tailed hawks, and osprey are one
of the most stunning features of the river system. In the open meadows near Beckworth and
in portions of the Sierra Valley where the finger-like branches of the Feather River meander,
tree, northern rough-winged, violet-green, and cliff swallows glide over the terrain in season.
In multiple wetland and drainage areas you can also observe waterfowl like sandhill cranes,
white faced ibis, American coots, western grebe, Clark's grebe and several species of egret
feeding. These plus common ravens, numerous species of owls, woodpeckers, and jays are
all common to see in almost all locations of the Middle Fork. The iconic American dipper
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flits among the boulders of the rushing river, searching for macroinvertebrates and is an
important indicator of water quality.
● Fisheries
Brown trout, rainbow trout, and brook trout are abundant on the Middle Fork. Twin Rivers
access point is one of the most fished sections of the Middle Fork of the Feather River. The
next is Camp Layman, two of the most accessible points for fishing in the mid-section of the
Feather River. Other popular fishing access points include the Quincy-La Porte road at Red
Bridge and China Beach a few hundred feet south of Red Bridge. Nelson Creek is well
known for its trophy fishing as are many other locations downstream.

Wildfires & Forest Health:
Plumas National Forest and the surrounding
areas have a long history with fire and
humans have had different methods in the
past for dealing with fire, currently referred
to as a traditional ecological knowledge or
Bear Fire Plume
TEK approach which involved the regular
Photo: Darla DeRuiter
use of low-intensity burning. Heavy logging
during the Gold Rush changed forest
composition,
and in the early 1900’s the young U.S. Forest Service began to suppress fires. With that and a
mid-20th Century logging boom, the resulting buildup of fuels makes our forests more
susceptible to high intensity fire, something our mixed conifer forests are not adapted to
handle. With the increase not just in the number of fires but also in the size and intensity of
conflagrations, the expense and devastation to our forests and local communities has become
a major issue of our era.
The extreme fires of recent years threaten the health of the Middle Fork Feather River and not
enough time has passed to determine the full effects from the North Complex Fire of 2020.
On August 17, 2020, a dry lightning storm passed through California igniting two fires in
Plumas, the Claremont fire and the Bear fire. These two fires merged as they grew and
became known as the North Complex Fire which would result in 58,000 acres actively
burning. In an overnight windstorm on September 8th, 2020 the 58,000 acres grew to over
300,000 acres in a high severity fire devastating the lands surrounding the lower Middle Fork.
While incomplete as it lacks data from the North Complex (2020) fire, the map below shows
the increase in size over the last century in Plumas County. Green polygons show fires that
burned from 1900-1939. The darkest red polygons burned between 2000-2019 with pink
outlines denoting the most recent fires with Long Valley (2017), Camp (2018), and Walker
(2019) fires being of note (Plumas County Fire Safe Council, no date).
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● Climate and our Forests:
With climate change warmer temperatures are occurring worldwide which has contributed to
impacts on forest health. Longer fire seasons, warmer water temperatures, warmer land
temperatures, tree die-off from drought conditions, and insect outbreaks are but a few of the
implications. Historically, more precipitation would fall, especially in the late spring and into
late summer / early fall. These shoulder seasons have now become a dry part of the year with
increased temperatures with fire season extending during fall and spring months. The
combination of a longer fire season and fuel build-up in the forests results in high severity
fires not typical for this forest type. This has had a heavy impact on the scenery, fishery and
the safety around the Middle Fork.
● Prescription:
Fires are the forest's natural way of reducing the fuels and keeping the forest healthy for
reproduction of native plants and providing a habitat that is healthy for animals. For centuries
Native Americans have tended to the forests that they lived in and relied on by doing
prescribed burns in different areas every year. First thinning, then introducing more
controlled burns could help the forest better handle climate change and reduce the risk of
high severity fire. Allowing permits for logging, either personal or commercial, is another
way to reduce ground fuels for forest health. If we are to provide a safer forest for visitors,
keep the Middle Fork wild and scenic, and protect the people who live and rely on the
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surrounding lands we must ensure we are doing what is best for the future health of the
watershed.

Financial Implications and Economic Impact:
Preservation of natural amenities provides robust economic benefits. While it is challenging
to account for the values that ecosystems provide such as climate regulation, water
purification, drought and flood mitigation, these ecosystem services cannot feasibly be
provided by society. Hence, millions of dollars are generated just by the designation of a
W&S river. Two examples are explored below, showing direct economic impact of W&S
rivers.
Farmington River Study; Connecticut, USA
● Example of Direct Economic Value Produced from Free Flowing Rivers: Estimated
direct expenditures by visitors from outside the region
Fourteen miles of the Farmington River were designated “Recreational” under the Wild &
Scenic Rivers Act. This short section was estimated to produce an annual value of $3.6
million and support 63 jobs in the adjacent lands, based on 77,400 annual visits. This
example shows the value preservation can bring to a place. A similar analysis could be
applied to the Middle Fork, as 35.0 miles is designated as recreational, and the value of that
section could be in the tens of millions as it is a larger affected area. Additionally, such an
analysis does not need to be limited to the recreational reach.
11 Rivers located in Colorado; “The Colorado Study”
● The economic benefits of designation were elicited using a contingent valuation
methodology.
An open-ended survey pertaining to the importance of certain river sections of Colorado
asked respondents about their willingness to pay for the top two rivers in the ranking, then
the top three, the top four and, finally, willingness to pay for all 11 studied rivers. Households
reported they were willing to pay about $95, or about $202 in 2007 dollars (with inflation
aggregate from 1985-2007), annually for Wild and Scenic River designation of all 11 rivers.
The 11 rivers included segments of the Cache la Poudre, Colorado, Conejos, Dolores, Elk,
Encampment, Green, Gunnison, Los Pinos, Piedra, and Yampa rivers. An estimated $599
million ($1.3 billion with 2007 valuation of the dollar) would be the overall average of
marginal benefits produced by all 11 rivers. A similar ‘willingness to pay’ study could be
conducted for the Middle Fork as another way to determine economic value of the river.
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Management & Recommendations:
The Middle Fork’s Outstanding Remarkable
Values, existing policies and regulations,
current management guidelines, the best
available science and Traditional Ecological
Knowledge guide our recommendations. We
make these recommendations in the spirit of
partnership with the Plumas National Forest.
Available funds, personnel, and other resources
may impact the feasibility of any given
recommendation.

Scars of the fire on

The existing Wild & Scenic designation
Nelson Creek Trail
protects a narrow ½ mile corridor adjacent
Photo: Darla
to the river. We recommend this plan
DeRuiter
consider a watershed approach to address
broader needs of the ecosystem. The
suggestions that follow are in this spirit.
Managing a larger portion of the Middle Fork’s canyon fits the 30x30 goal to protect
30% of lands for nature by 2030.
During the Spring 2021, DeRuiter’s ENVR 480 Human Dimensions of Natural Resources
class conducted a public opinion survey about the Middle Fork. The full report can be found
here [insert link]. Results from the survey are incorporated below.
Designation and Protection:
Eligible Rivers
The Forest Service has identified the following streams and rivers within the Middle Fork
Feather River watershed as eligible for Wild & Scenic designation: the Little North Fork,
South Branch, and Fall rivers and Nelson, Dixon, Onion Valley, Bear, and McCarthy creeks.
Recommendation: These streams and rivers should be recommended for Wild & Scenic
designation.
The graph below shows overwhelming support from survey respondents for W&S River
designation. The survey was administered between March 28-April 16, 2021 and 360 people
responded. Nearly 79% percent strongly or moderately support additional W&S designations
in the Middle Fork, while 12.2% were against the idea.

How do you feel about additional Wild & Scenic River designations?
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Strongly against
Moderately against
Neutral
Moderately support
Strongly support
N = 360

Future protections for the entire watershed would improve planning; attract potential funding
through foundations, grants, partners, and federal government; elevate interest in the area for
research, and as a scientific and cultural destination; and safeguard the watershed for the long
term. “If you like the Middle Fork, the time to protect it is now,” said Dick Laursen, who
proposed the idea of designating it as a National Monument in November, 2018. The
flexibility of National Monument designation, as opposed to Wilderness for example, would
allow for continued recreation access and appropriate multiple uses.
Recommendation: Designate the Middle Fork Feather as a National Monument.

How do you feel about National Monument designation?
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Strongly against
Moderately against
Neutral
Moderately support
Strongly support
N = 360
The graph above shows strong
public support for designating the Middle Fork as a National Monument. Nearly 70% of
respondents (69.8%) supported the idea, while 15% were against it. A full report with survey
results is forthcoming.
Existing uses need not be curtailed, even with additional protections like National Monument
status or W&S designation. Existing roads, trails, and recreational activities can be
maintained given they do not detract from healthy ecosystem goals. Maintaining roads, trails,
and campground facilities or improving them where appropriate fits with the goals of this
plan. Historic structures and sites should be protected and monitored.
The scenery is breathtaking, so for the future we recommend that there should be no
development that negatively affects the scenery.
Recreation Facilities & Travel:
An inventory of the condition of trails, roads, signage, and recreation facilities is critical in
order to determine necessary trail work, road reconstruction, and sign and facility
replacement (especially considering the damage caused by the fire), as appropriate. This will
need to be monitored throughout the years to come in anticipation of future fires, user
damage, and erosion. Friends of Plumas Wilderness, in partnership with the USFS, may
conduct much of this inventory work.
It is recommended that a survey be taken of areas of the river that are the most polluted with
human waste in order to determine where possible replacement or installation of composting
toilets is needed. In addition, it is advised that degraded or burned pit toilets at campgrounds
be replaced with composting toilets also. Replace degraded or burned wooden picnic tables
with more durable and long-lasting concrete tables and install simple steel fire grates
judiciously.
Recommendation: Inventory recreation facilities post-North Complex Fire and
prioritize repair and replacement.
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Community education on how different recreational activities may impact wildlife is
essential. Ensure that only recreation that is healthy and appropriate for the different sections
of the river occur in the Middle Fork. This includes the different designation zones-wild,
scenic and recreation. Management should emphasize appropriate recreation activities within
wild river zones, which are surrounded by Semi-Primitive / Inventoried Roadless Areas, to
emphasize primitive and unconfined recreation experiences.
Future uses such as utilities or commercial guide permits should be avoided to maintain
solitude and a primitive, rugged experience, a rare situation in today’s world.
● Roads (2WD & 4WD):
No further installation of roads should occur on the Middle Fork, but it is recommended to
maintain existing roads, i.e. removal of trash and abandoned vehicles, grade and repair of
official roads following flood seasons. Reducing road densities within the Wild and Scenic
river corridor is recommended, including closing user-created routes. Partnering with
motorized clubs to maintain roads and remove trash is recommended. Enforcement of all
vehicles staying on roads is essential, which requires agency presence. Visitors expect a
rugged experience in the Middle Fork Canyon, so not every road should be improved for ease
of travel.
The intention for roads along the Middle Fork is to maintain the integrity of the setting by
restricting future road development and maintaining existing roads to provide an appropriate
level of challenge and accessibility. This is in an effort to reduce pollution in the upper
Middle Fork, as well as to maintain the feelings of remoteness, wilderness, and exploration.
Recommendation: Prohibit mechanized vehicles from river corridor (along riverside).
Existing roads may remain to provide current levels of vehicle access.
Extractive Uses:
Extractive uses should not be prioritized over ecological protections, as the Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act was created by Congress to preserve certain rivers like the Middle Fork Feather in
a free-flowing condition for the enjoyment of present and future generations, not for
commercial values like livestock forage, minerals, or commercial timber harvest.
Recommendation: Make management decisions based on ecological priorities rather
than commercial extraction.
● Grazing
We recommend any grazing be regularly reviewed by the Forest Service. Any future grazing
needs to be carefully reviewed before approval to ensure it does not interfere with protecting
the river’s Wild and Scenic values.
● Mining
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We recommend withdrawal from mineral entry of all future mineral and geothermal claims
within the Wild and Scenic river corridor to preserve its scenic beauty and life sources for
humans, fauna, and flora.
Mining proposals that may affect the water quality of the Middle Fork Feather should be
avoided on Forest Service land.
● Timber and Fuels
We recommend appropriate thinning, piling and pile burning followed by a program of
prescribed burning to reduce fuels and improve forest health where applicable within the
varied topography and accessibility of the different river zones. We recommend hand
thinning, piling and burning around recreation sites in Wild/Semi-Primitive Areas, and
chipping in scenic and recreation areas. In addition to this, the reduction of overcrowded
stands whether through minor commercial contracts, personal firewood sales, or volunteerbased efforts is also incredibly important. In regards to timber, we recommend removal only
for forest health, watershed protection and forest resilience.
We could begin this by thinning, then introducing more controlled burns which could help
the forest better handle climate change and reduce the risk of high severity fire. In the
allowing of permits for logging, either personal or commercial, this becomes another way to
reduce ground fuels for forest health. The potential to use excess biomass for energy
generation should be explored.
Should a wildfire occur in the Middle Fork watershed, whether natural or human-caused, a
let-burn policy should be implemented if loss to human health and property is not imminent.
If fire suppression tactics are used, consultation with leaders from the Mountain Maidu
community is paramount to avoid disturbance of sacred and cultural sites. If replanting
projects are undertaken, use only native species, avoid pesticides, and take all precautions to
protect native ecosystems and boost climate change resiliency.
● Other
It’s critical to maintain the rugged, wild beauty of the Middle Fork. Keeping the imprint of
industrial humanity to a minimum is critical. Hence, we recommend working toward
reductions in military overflights and aiming to reduce light and air pollution. The most
significant threat not discussed above is likely illegal marijuana grows; increased law
enforcement and clean up efforts to eliminate the toxins, water issues and visitor impacts
associated with these grows is paramount.
Regulations & Enforcement:
Regulations are one form of protection for Wild and Scenic River corridors. There are many
different types of regulatory processes, and increasing use may require additional regulation.
Possible regulations and areas of enforcement to consider:
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● Hunting limits, seasons, and tags for all mammals
● Fishing regulations, including bag limits, catch and release, fly fishing only, barbless
hooks
● Clean Water Act enforcement of run-off from upstream private property
● Hazardous waste from illegal marijuana grows
● Inclusion of a W&S section in county building plan, County building code
enforcement on adjacent lands including fire codes
● Educating farmers of surrounding agricultural lands concerning nutrient loading and
mitigation
Monitoring & Research:
Developing a long-term, periodic monitoring program for a spectrum of biotic, abiotic, as
well as social variables is suggested. Trail and campsite conditions, biodiversity indicators,
photo points, water quality monitoring, and other projects can be developed in partnership
with local organizations and academic institutions. Adventure Scientists has water quality
monitoring protocols and Friends of Plumas Wilderness is partnering to develop a water
quality monitoring effort with this group (Adventure Scientists, no date).
The variety of scales and intensities which the North Complex Fire burned provide
exceptional opportunities to study biogeography, disturbance, secondary succession, and
restoration. The east-west orientation of the Middle Fork Feather River, north-south
orientation of tributary rivers and streams, and extreme elevational gradients make the area an
ideal location to study plant and animal adaptation to climate change.
An inventory of cultural resources is essential post-North Complex Fire. Protecting existing
sites, including any remains, should be prioritized. Where appropriate, signage or other
means of interpretation should be implemented. Consultation with local Maidu and other
specialists is paramount.
The Plumas National Forest must work with local governing bodies, landowners and state
and federal agencies to ensure protection from pollution or activities that might impact water
quality be prioritized. Concerns about agricultural and other landowner runoff from upstream
private lands is also paramount. An annual river cleanup, in partnership with a group like
Friends of Plumas Wilderness, and Plumas Audubon Society is also encouraged.
The economic studies cited above provide fodder for future information-gathering about the
Middle Fork’s impacts on the economy of Plumas County. We recommend working with
partners such as graduate students or others in the academy to conduct such surveys and
economic analyses.
Recommendation: Collaborate with partners to develop a program of research around
topics described above.

36
Outreach and Education Goals & Strategies:
Helping visitors, local community members, and the general public understand the values of
the Middle Fork is critical. Some strategies and goals include:
● Increase general awareness by Plumas County residents of the presence of W&S
Middle Fork where they live
● Connect people to the river through interpretation
○ QR codes
○ Podcasts
○ Info kiosks
○ Virtual Visitor Center
○ Websites & social media
○ Logo, schwag, stickers
● Maintain the rugged, wild feeling of solitude when visiting the Middle Fork
● Identify and build partnerships with government, non-profit, educational, and
community organizations
● Ensure surrounding communities understand the need for protection and mitigating
threats
● Advance land-use and agriculture techniques that address water quality and quantity
issues in the Middle Fork
● Information and education be provided at Feather River Land Trust visitor centers,
community centers, and roadside rest stops.
Health of the Fisheries:
One of the ORV’s that classify the Middle Fork Feather is the outstanding nature of the local
fisheries. To improve the health of fish populations as well bird populations:
● Increase spawning of Ephemeroptera and Trichoptera species and subspecies
(Caddisfly, Stonefly etc.)
● Encourage larvae disbursement in heavily fished or polluted streams
● Increase communication between the California Department of Fish and Wildlife and
wildlife biologists at the Forest Service
These strategies, which should increase fish populations and fish size, can help attract more
anglers to the Middle Fork. Increased fishing pressure provides economic benefits to local
economies. This could prove to provide resilience against anthropogenic impacts such as
poaching, lead lures and other trash, and other forms of pollution.
Recommendation: Improve the health of the fishery through partnerships with FRLT
to: resurvey reaches affected by the North Complex fire, improve habitat, work with
private landowners to reduce pollution.
Private Land:
Private parcels, where they can be purchased or placed under conservation easement, should
be acquired. Parcels of low timber production value should be prioritized for acquisition by
the US Forest Service from willing sellers. Strategies like conservation easements or
permission to access private lands should be explored.
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Recommendation: Acquire private inholdings. Feather River Land Trust has developed a
5-year private land conservation plan. The plan focuses on two Regions of Interest - the
Recreational section of the Middle Fork and the North Fork Feather River. The Wild &
Scenic River corridor is a subregion of the Middle Fork Region of Interest. Private lands
have been prioritized for conservation value with emphasis on ecological and wildlife
corridor values. The Plumas National Forest should work with Feather River Land Trust
and use Land & Water Conservation Funds to purchase or acquire development rights for
these parcels.

A similar effort could be initiated to conserve private lands in the Wild and Scenic river
zones. Friends of Plumas Wilderness can provide a prioritized list of inholdings.

Appendices:
● Definitions
○ Wild & Scenic Rivers Act of 1968: The United States Forest Service,
National Park Service, Bureau of land Management and the United States Fish
and Wildlife are the primary federal agencies responsible for the National
Wild Scenic Rivers System. These agencies are responsible for protecting and
enhancing the river values for the components located within their
management boundaries, whether designated by Congress, or by the
Secretary of Interior at the request of a governor. Many rivers include
private and tribal lands within the boundaries of the designated river area.
○ Wild: “Wild” river areas are free of impoundments and are generally
inaccessible except by trail, with watersheds or shorelines essentially primitive
and waters unpolluted.
○ Scenic: “Scenic” river areas are “ free of impoundment, with shorelines
largely undeveloped, but accessible in places by roads.”
○ Recreational: “ Recreational” river areas are readily accessible by roads or
railroads, that may have some shoreline development, and that may have
undergone some impoundments or diversion in the past.
○ Outstandingly Remarkable Values: ORVs are defined by the Wild and
Scenic Rivers Act as the general categories of characteristics that make a river
worthy of species protection and national recognition. Thus the foundation for
wild and scenic river management is a clearly defined set of outstanding
remarkable values.
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Schedule of Proposed Action (SOPA)
04/01/2021 to 06/30/2021
Lassen National Forest
This report contains the best available information at the time of publication. Questions may be directed to the Project Contact.

Project Name

Project Purpose

Planning Status

Decision

Expected
Implementation

Project Contact

Projects Occurring Nationwide
Gypsy Moth Management in the - Vegetation management
United States: A Cooperative
(other than forest products)
Approach

Completed

Actual: 11/28/2012

01/2013

EIS
*UPDATED*

Description: The USDA Forest Service and Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service are analyzing a range of strategies for
controlling gypsy moth damage to forests and trees in the United States.
Web Link: http://www.na.fs.fed.us/wv/eis/
Location:

Locatable Mining Rule - 36 CFR
228, subpart A.

Susan Ellsworth
775-355-5313
susanellsworth@fs.fed.
us

UNIT - All Districts-level Units. STATE - All States. COUNTY - All Counties. LEGAL - Not Applicable.
Nationwide.

- Regulations, Directives,
Orders

EIS
*UPDATED*

In Progress:
NOI in Federal Register
09/13/2018
Est. DEIS NOA in Federal
Register 03/2021

Expected:12/2021

12/2021

Sarah Shoemaker
907-586-7886
sarahshoemaker@fs.fe
d.us

Description: The U.S. Department of Agriculture proposes revisions to its regulations at 36 CFR 228, Subpart A governing
locatable minerals operations on National Forest System lands.A draft EIS & proposed rule should be available for
review/comment in late 2020
Web Link: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=57214
Location:

UNIT - All Districts-level Units. STATE - All States. COUNTY - All Counties. LEGAL - Not Applicable. These
regulations apply to all NFS lands open to mineral entry under the US mining laws. More Information is available
at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/science-technology/geology/minerals/locatable-minerals/current-revisions.
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Project Contact

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region

Lassen National Forest, Forestwide (excluding Projects occurring in more than one Forest)

Chris Obrien
530-252-6698
cjobrien@fs.fed.us

Lassen National Forest OverSnow Vehicle(OSV) Use
Designation

- Recreation management
- Road management

EIS

Description: The Forest Service is evaluating management of over snow vehicle (OSV) use on the Lassen National Forest for
the designation of LNF system roads, trails, and areas where OSV use will be allowed.
Web Link: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=45832
Location:

OHV MVUM Update Project

In Progress:
Objection Period Legal Notice
04/04/2018

Expected:12/2020

12/2020

UNIT - Lassen National Forest All Units. STATE - California. COUNTY - Lassen. LEGAL - Not Applicable.
Forest wide existing miles of groomed OSV trails and open cross country areas of the LNF which receive
adequate snowfall for OSV use to occur.

- Recreation management

EA
*UPDATED*

In Progress:
Scoping Start 03/05/2019
Est. Comment Period Public
Notice 06/2021

Expected:10/2021

10/2021

Leslie Ross
530-252-6622
leslie.ross@usda.gov

Description: This project enhances off-highway motorized recreation opportunity by increasing the mileage of existing roads
and connectivity of routes, available to off highway vehicles, while providing for public safety and protecting
resources.
Web Link: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=55457
Location:
PG&E Weather Stations

UNIT - Lassen National Forest All Units. STATE - California. COUNTY - Butte, Lassen, Plumas, Shasta,
Tehama. LEGAL - Not Applicable. Multiple linear features throughout Lassen National Forest.

- Special use management

CE

In Progress:
Scoping Start 02/16/2021

*NEW LISTING*

Expected:05/2021

06/2021

Nancy Barrera
530-252-6414
nancy.barrera@usda.go
v

Description: The Lassen National Forest proposes to issue a new special use authorization for installation, operation &
maintenance of 7 stand-alone weather stations. Each site will consist of a wooden pole holding instruments to
measure temperature, RH and wind.
Web Link: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=59374
Location:

UNIT - Lassen National Forest All Units. STATE - California. COUNTY - Lassen, Plumas, Shasta, Tehama.
LEGAL - Not Applicable. Stations will be placed at Colby Mtn. Lookout, Antelope Mtn. Lookout, Burney Mtn.
Lookout, Dyer Mtn. Lookout, Soldier Mtn. Lookout, Bootleg Reservoir, and on the Lassen Trail (T27N,R3E,Sec20).
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Project Purpose
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Decision

CE
*UPDATED*

Andrew Orlemann
- Forest products
In Progress:
Expected:07/2021
09/2021
530.252.6693
- Vegetation management
Scoping Start 08/22/2019
andrew.orlemann@usd
(other than forest products)
a.gov
- Fuels management
Description: The project involves timber stand improvements designed to reduce hazards associated with PG&E's Hat Creek to
Westwood transmission line.
Web Link: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=56660
Location:

Lassen National Forest

UNIT - Hat Creek Ranger District, Eagle Lake Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Lassen, Shasta.
LEGAL - Not Applicable. Township (T) 35 North (N), Range (R) 40 East (E); T35N, R50E; T34N, R50E; T34N,
R60E; T33N, R60E; T33N, R70E; T32N, R70E; T32N, R80E; T31N, R80E; T30N, R90E;and T29N, R90E of the
Mount Diablo Meridian.

Almanor Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

Butte County Radio Repeater
Project

- Special use management

In Progress:
Scoping Start 07/01/2020

CE
*UPDATED*

Project Contact

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region

Lassen National Forest, Occurring in more than one District (excluding Forestwide)
Hat Creek-Westwood Hazard
Reduction Project

Expected
Implementation

Expected:08/2022

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region
08/2022

Nancy Barrera
530-258-5107
nbarrera@fs.fed.us

Description: LNF proposes for Butte Co Sheriff's Office S&R to install a VHF radio repeater including shelter, batteries,
antenna, and solar panels, an emergency radio communications repeater by issuing a Special Use Authorization
for private mobile radio service
Web Link: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=58806
Location:

UNIT - Almanor Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas. LEGAL - Township 26 North, Range
5 East, Section 3, at an elevation of 7,087 feet ASL. The project location is located west of Lost Lake on the
Almanor Ranger District and approximately 700 feet east of the Pacific Crest Trail.

Jennifer Erickson
Jones Meadow Fuels Reduction - Vegetation management
Developing Proposal
Expected:03/2021
06/2021
530-258-5141
(other
than
forest
products)
Est.
Scoping
Start
07/2020
CE
jlerickson@fs.fed.us
- Fuels management
Description: Project proposes to improve defensibility of the Jones Meadow Community by removing surface fuels & snags to
reduce potential fire behavior, reduce hazards to fire fighters, improve stand health & reduce the threat of wildfire
in the project area.
Location:

04/01/2021 04:04 am MT

UNIT - Almanor Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Butte. LEGAL - T25N, R5E, Section 32.
Mount Diablo Meridian. Jones Meadow is 18 mi NE of the town of Paradise and roughly 3 mi from the edge of the
2000 Storrie Fire perimeter. The project is located within the Mt Hope Management Area (47).
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Lassen National Forest

Project Name
Lassen National Forest

Project Purpose

- Vegetation management
(other than forest products)

EA

EA

04/01/2021 04:04 am MT

In Progress:
Scoping Start 12/10/2020
Est. Comment Period Public
Notice 04/2021

Expected:08/2021

Expected
Implementation

Project Contact

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region
08/2021

Allison Sanger
530-252-6662
asanger@fs.fed.us

Description: The Forest Service proposes to treat priority invasive plant infestations on up to 8 acres annually, across
approximately 13,617 acred using a combination of manual (e.g. hand pulling), cultural (e.g. seeding with native
seed), and chemical methods.
Web Link: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=59246
Location:

Robbers Creek Watershed

Decision

Almanor Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

Northern Storrie Watersheds
Invasive Treatment Plant
Project
*UPDATED*

Planning Status

UNIT - Almanor Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas, Tehama. LEGAL - T27N, R4E, S 34;
T27N, R5E, S 15-36; T27N, R6E, S 16-17, 19-22, 26-35; T26N, R4E, S 2-3, 10-14, 24; T26N, R5E, S 1-4, 10,
17-21; T26N, R6E, S 2, 6; MDM. The project are includes portions of Township (T) 27 North (N), Range (R) 4
East (E), Section 34, T27N. R5E, Sections 15-36, T27N, R6E, Sections 16-17, 19-22, 26-35, T26N, R4E,
Sections 2-3, 10-14, 2.

Coye Burnett
- Wildlife, Fish, Rare plants
In Progress:
Expected:04/2021
08/2021
530-258-5197
- Forest products
Scoping Start 06/14/2019
coye.burnett@usda.gov
- Vegetation management
Est. Comment Period Public
(other than forest products)
Notice 02/2021
- Fuels management
- Watershed management
- Road management
Description: The Robbers Creek Watershed EA project objective is to restore watershed health by implementing treatments
that improve the ecological resilience of aspen, meadow, stream and
forest habitats.
Web Link:

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=56356

Location:

UNIT - Almanor Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Lassen, Plumas. LEGAL - T29N R8E sec. 1,
2, 12, 13; T29N R9E sec. 6, 7, 18, 19 and 20;
T30N R8 sec. 7, 9, 15, 16, 17, 18, 21, 22, 26, 27, 34 and 35; MDM. Located within the Swain Management Area,
on the Almanor Ranger
District. The southern extent of the project boundary is located 2.5 miles North of Westwood, CA on Hwy A-21 and
north to Barnes Flat.
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Lassen National Forest

Project Name
Lassen National Forest
Storrie Meadows
CE

Project Purpose

Planning Status

Decision

Almanor Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

Expected
Implementation

Project Contact

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region

Coye Burnett
- Wildlife, Fish, Rare plants
Developing Proposal
Expected:03/2021
07/2021
530-258-5197
- Vegetation management
Est. Scoping Start 12/2020
coye.burnett@usda.gov
(other than forest products)
- Watershed management
- Road management
Description: The Storrie Meadows project is a 220 acre meadow restoration project on National Forest System lands. Colby
Creek, Willow Creek West, and Snag Lake meadows were identified for restoration because of their ecological
attributes and degraded state.
Web Link: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=59251
Location:

UNIT - Almanor Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Butte. LEGAL - T26N, R4E,
S2,3,11,12,13,14,34 & 35; T26N, R5E, S30; MDM. The Colby & Willow Creek West project areas are roughly 20
air miles SW of Chester, Plumas County, CA. The Snag Lake project area is roughly 2.5 air miles south of Colby
and Willow Creek West sites.

Matthew Cerney
West Shore Community Wildfire - Recreation management
In Progress:
Expected:05/2021
08/2021
Protection Project
530-258-5191
- Forest products
Comment Period Public Notice
matthew.cerney@usda.
Vegetation
management
09/23/2020
EA
gov
(other
than
forest
products)
*UPDATED*
- Fuels management
- Watershed management
- Road management
Description: Mixed-conifer forest veg mgt project designed to 1)reduce haz fuels within WUI;2)increase forest health and veg
diversity;3)provide an economic benefit to the local community;4)Protect ecosystems and wildlife habitat;5)Improve
forest health in RCAs
Web Link: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=56312
Location:

04/01/2021 04:04 am MT

UNIT - Almanor Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas. LEGAL - T. 27N, R. 8E, Sections 18,
19, 20, and 30; T27N, R7E, Sec. 3, 4, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15, 16, 23, and 24; Mount Diablo Meridian. In Plumas
County, CA on the Lassen National Forest adjacent to Lake Almanor's west shore, surrounding the communities of
Lake Almanor West and Prattville & the Rocky Point Campground.
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Lassen National Forest

Project Name
Lassen National Forest

Project Purpose

*UPDATED*

Location:

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region

Andrew Orlemann
- Forest products
In Progress:
Expected:08/2021
09/2021
530-252-6693
- Vegetation management
Scoping Start 11/25/2019
andrew.orlemann@usd
(other than forest products)
Est. Comment Period Public
a.gov
- Fuels management
Notice 04/2021
- Watershed management
- Road management
Description: Project objectives are fuels reduction, forest health improvement and watershed restoration. Activities
include:Plantation thinning & windrow redistribution; fuels thinning; prescribed burning; and transportation
management.
Web Link: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=55762
Location:

04/01/2021 04:04 am MT

Project Contact

UNIT - Almanor Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas. LEGAL - The project area falls within
Township 27 North, Range 6 East, Sections 27, 34, and 35 Mount Diablo Base Meridian (MDBM). The Yellow
Creek Project is located on the Lassen National Forest on the Almanor Ranger District (Figure 1). The project
encompasses approximately 4 miles of Yellow Creek within the Upper Feather River Watershed in Plumas
County, CA.

Eagle Lake Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

Acer Vegetation Management
Project
*UPDATED*

Expected
Implementation

Coye Burnett
- Wildlife, Fish, Rare plants
In Progress:
Expected:05/2021
09/2021
530-258-5197
- Forest products
Scoping Start 07/01/2020
coye.burnett@usda.gov
- Vegetation management
Est. Comment Period Public
(other than forest products)
Notice 03/2021
- Fuels management
- Watershed management
- Road management
Description: Project aims to recover the ecological potential of meadows, aspen, riparian and forested vegetation in the project
area by restoring their form and function to a self-sustaining state that is resilient to a range of future conditions
and wildfire.
Web Link: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=57968

EA

EA

Decision

Almanor Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

Yellow Creek Watershed
Restoration

Lassen National Forest

Planning Status

UNIT - Eagle Lake Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Lassen. LEGAL - Not Applicable. Lassen
National Forest, Eagle Lake Ranger District, Approximately 20 miles northwest of Susanville, Lassen County,
California.
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Lassen National Forest

Project Name
Lassen National Forest

Project Purpose

Planning Status

Decision

Eagle Lake Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

Bizz Johnson Trail Post-Fire
Repairs
CE
*UPDATED*

Project Contact

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region

Kirsten Pasero
- Recreation management
Developing Proposal
Expected:06/2021
06/2021
530-257-4188
- Heritage resource
Est. Scoping Start 04/2021
kirsten.pasero@usda.g
management
ov
- Watershed management
Description: The proposal is to repair areas of the Bizz Johnson National Historic Trail (BJT) damaged by the Hog Fire in July
2020 on the Lassen National Forest, specifically replacement or repair of drainage structures that were damaged
or destroyed.
Web Link: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=58861
Location:

Dyer Mountain Communication
Site Development

Expected
Implementation

UNIT - Eagle Lake Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Lassen. LEGAL - Not Applicable. The
project is located on the section of the Bizz Johnson National Historic Trail between the Devil's Corral Trailhead
and the Goumaz Campground, approximately 8 miles W of Susanville CA.

- Special use management

On Hold

N/A

N/A

CE

Nancy Barrera
530-258-5107
nbarrera@fs.fed.us

Description: Plumas County Sheriff's office propose to construct and develop a communications tower and prefabricated
communications vault for the operation and maintenance of emergency radio communication equipment, at the
current Dyer Mountain Lookout location.
Web Link: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=51383
Location:

Eagle Lake Weeds and Wildlife
Project
EA

UNIT - Eagle Lake Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Lassen. LEGAL - T28N,R08E,Section 36.
Eagle Lake Ranger District, Dyer Mountain Communication Site. The exact location on the .96 acre parcel of the
project will be determined once the historic evaluation is completed.

- Wildlife, Fish, Rare plants
- Vegetation management
(other than forest products)

*NEW LISTING*

In Progress:
Scoping Start 02/12/2021
Est. Comment Period Public
Notice 04/2021

Expected:08/2021

09/2021

Kirsten Bovee
530-258-5198
kirsten.bovee@usda.go
v

Description: Project will treat invasive plant occurrences using an Integrated Pest Management approach. Manual, chemical,
biological and/or cultural treatment methods will be adapted to fit changing conditions. Also, 16 Osprey nest
platforms will be built.
Web Link: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=59482
Location:

04/01/2021 04:04 am MT

UNIT - Eagle Lake Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Lassen. LEGAL - Not Applicable. Project
area is in Lassen County CA, W of Eagle Lake, approximately 10 miles NW of Susanville and encompasses
approximately 28,300 ac; 26,930 ac of which are on National Forest System lands.
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Lassen National Forest

Project Name
Lassen National Forest

Project Purpose

Planning Status

Decision

Eagle Lake Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

Fredonyer Butte Trail Project

- Recreation management

EA
*UPDATED*

In Progress:
Scoping Start 04/20/2020
Est. Comment Period Public
Notice 05/2021

Expected:08/2021

Expected
Implementation

Project Contact

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region
10/2021

Kirsten Pasero
530-257-4188
brian.newman@usda.g
ov

Description: Develop approximately 24.5 miles of multi-use, non-motorized loop trails & two trailheads, for hiking/walking,
bicycling & equestrian use. Trailheads near Fredonyer Crest & Goumaz Campground would include parking,
informational kiosks & restrooms.
Web Link: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=58023
Location:

T-Mobile Backup Generator

UNIT - Eagle Lake Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Lassen. LEGAL - Not Applicable. Project
Trails are in Fredonyer Butte area, north of St Hwy 36 & SW of ST Hwy 44; providing non-motorized connections
between Fredonyer Pass, Fredonyer Butte & Bizz Johnson National Historic Trail.

- Special use management

CE

In Progress:
Scoping Start 03/25/2021

Expected:04/2021

05/2021

*NEW LISTING*

Nancy Barrera
530-252-6414
nancy.barrera@usda.go
v

Description: The Lassen National Forest proposes to amend T-Mobile's existing communications lease to include the
installation, operation and maintenance of a 48 KW diesel emergency backup power generator.
Web Link: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=59674
Location:

UNIT - Eagle Lake Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Lassen. LEGAL - Not Applicable. Hamilton
Mountain Communications Site. Mount Diablo Base Meridian: T29N, R10E portions of Section 28, 32 and 33.

Willard Creek Hazard Mitigation - Forest products
Project
- Fuels management
CE

Developing Proposal
Est. Scoping Start 10/2020

Expected:12/2020

12/2020

Rachel Rundquist
573-785-1870
rachel.rundquist@usda.
gov

Description: The Willard Creek Hazard Mitigation Project is being developed to respond to conditions created by the Sheep Fire
of 2020. The area has been evaluated for the need to reduce safety hazards along roads and to recover the value
of fire-killed trees.
Web Link: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=58893
Location:

Lassen National Forest
04/01/2021 04:04 am MT

UNIT - Eagle Lake Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Lassen. LEGAL - Not Applicable. The
Willard Creek Project is located 10 miles southwest of Susanville, CA. It is within Sections 6, 7, and 18 of
Township 28 North, Range 10 East of the Mount Diablo Meridian in Lassen County, CA.

Hat Creek Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)
Page

8 of 11

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region
Lassen National Forest

Project Name
Lassen National Forest

Project Purpose

Decision

Hat Creek Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

17 Road Crossings Project,
Phase II
CE

Planning Status

Expected
Implementation

Project Contact

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region

Shawn Wheelock
- Wildlife, Fish, Rare plants
On Hold
N/A
N/A
530-336-3340
- Vegetation management
swheelock@fs.fed.us
(other than forest products)
- Watershed management
Description: This project is intended to restore a degraded section of North Digger Creek Channel, reduce the sediment
entering the Battle Creek watershed, provide effective aquatic organism passage, protect NFS infrastructure, and
enhance aspen stands.
Web Link: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=56425
Location:

UNIT - Hat Creek Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Shasta. LEGAL - Not Applicable.
Approximately three miles west of Lassen Volcanic National Park in Township 30 North, Range 3 East, sections
22 and 27, Mount Diablo Meridian.

Tamera Taylor
2014 Hat Creek Fire Restoration - Vegetation management
In Progress:
Expected:04/2021
05/2021
Project
530-336-5521
(other than forest products)
Objection Period Legal Notice
tataylor@usda.gov
02/17/2021
EA
Description:
The purpose of this project is to successfully reforest suitable portions of the landscape deforested by the 2014
*UPDATED*
Bald and Eiler Fires and to reduce the spread of known and new invasive plant infestations within the fire areas.
Web Link: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=57170
Location:

Badger Forest Health
Restoration Project
EA
*NEW LISTING*

Greg Mayer
- Forest products
In Progress:
Expected:12/2021
04/2022
530-336-5521
- Fuels management
Scoping Start 02/17/2021
gmayer@fs.fed.us
- Watershed management
Est. Comment Period Public
- Road management
Notice 08/2021
Description: Hat Creek Ranger District is proposing forest health and resilience treatments, near Badger Mountain in Old
Station, CA, to reduce wildfire risk, promote forest health and diversity, protect resource values, and restore
ecological processes.
Web Link: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=59440
Location:

04/01/2021 04:04 am MT

UNIT - Hat Creek Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Lassen, Shasta. LEGAL - Not Applicable.
Bald and Eiler Fire areas: various sections within T33N:R3E and R4E; T34N:R3E,R4E,R5E,R6E, and R7E;
T35N:R4E,R5E,R6E,and R7E; and T36N;R5E and R6E, Mount Diablo Meridian, Lassen and Shasta Counties.

UNIT - Hat Creek Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Shasta. LEGAL - Not Applicable. Old
Station, CA, Shasta Co., on the northern boundary of Lassen Volcanic National Park, extending 0.25 miles beyond
State Highway 44 in Townships 31-33N, Range 4-6E, Mount Diablo Base and Meridian.

Page

9 of 11

Lassen National Forest

Project Name
Lassen National Forest

Project Purpose

Planning Status

Decision

Hat Creek Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

Big Pine Road Access Project

- Special use management

Completed

Actual: 02/04/2021

Expected
Implementation

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region
02/2021

CE
*UPDATED*

Nancy Barrera
530-258-5107
nbarrera@fs.fed.us

Description: The Lassen National Forest (LNF) proposes to issue new special use authorization for road use to new property
owners that need legal ingress and egress to their land.
Web Link: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=59269
Location:

Citizens Utility Company Aerial
Telephone Line project

Project Contact

UNIT - Hat Creek Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Shasta. LEGAL - Not Applicable. Big Pine
Campground area: Township 32N, Range 4E, Section 12; Mount Diablo Meridian.

- Special use management

On Hold

N/A

N/A

CE

Kimberly Ganz
530-336-3383
kganz@fs.fed.us

Description: Authorize Citizens Communications Co. of CA (Frontier) to install an overhead phone cable from a utility pole on
National Forest System Lands to a utility pole on Big Springs Estates. Aerial cable is ~300'long w/aerial phone line
6' below power line.
Web Link: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=51436
Location:

Hat Creek Radio Observatory
Project

UNIT - Hat Creek Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Shasta. LEGAL - T32N, R4E, Section 12,
NE1/4. The existing utility pole is located ~3 mi SW of Old Station, CA. The pole lies E of SR44/89 and W of Hat
Creek near Big Springs Estates Subdivision on the Lassen National Forest in Eastern Shasta Co.

- Special use management

Completed

CE
*UPDATED*

02/2021

Nancy Barrera
530-258-5107
nbarrera@fs.fed.us

Description: The Lassen National Forest (LNF) proposes to issue new special use authorization to the SETI Institute for the
operation and maintenance of the Hat Creek Radio Observatory.
Web Link: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=59268
Location:

04/01/2021 04:04 am MT

Actual: 02/04/2021

UNIT - Hat Creek Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Shasta. LEGAL - Not Applicable. Hat Creek
Radio Observatory, 422231 Bidwell Road, Hat Creek, CA 96040: Township 34N, Range 4E,Sections 1, 2, 11, 12
and Township 34N, Range 5E, Section 15; Mount Diablo Meridian.
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Lassen National Forest

Project Name
Lassen National Forest

Project Purpose

Expected
Implementation

Project Contact

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region

Greg Mayer
- Wildlife, Fish, Rare plants
In Progress:
Expected:01/2021
01/2021
530-336-5521
- Forest products
Scoping Start 11/25/2020
gmayer@fs.fed.us
- Fuels management
- Watershed management
Description: This project is to reduce fuel levels and increase fire resiliency on ~3,000 acres of forested and brush-dominated
habitat within the Soldier Mtn. WUI, reforest stands burned in the 2005 Brown Fire, and restore meadow habitat
along Soldier Creek.
Web Link: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=59023
Location:

Thousand Springs Forest
Health Project

Decision

Hat Creek Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

Soldier Mountain WUI Project
CE

Planning Status

UNIT - Hat Creek Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Shasta. LEGAL - Not Applicable. This
project is located near the communities of Glenburn and Dana, California, Township 37 North, Range 4 East,
Sections 5%u20138, 17%u201320 and Township 37 North, Range 3 East, Sections 12, 13, and 24.

- Forest products
- Fuels management

In Progress:
Scoping Start 11/25/2020

CE

Expected:12/2020

01/2021

Tamera Taylor
530-336-5521
tataylor@usda.gov

Description: This project is to improve the resilience of timber stands to future disturbance events such as mortality due to
insects, disease, drought, and wildfire by reducing tree densities and ladder fuels and enhancing growing
conditions for larger trees.
Web Link: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=59040
Location:

UNIT - Hat Creek Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Shasta. LEGAL - Not Applicable. Located
north of the community of Dana, California, in a wildland urban interface (WUI) zone; Township 38 North, Range 4
East, Sections 17, 18, 19, 20 and Township 38 North, Range 3 East, Section 13.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial
status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited
bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at
(202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA
is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
This report contains the best available information at the time of publication. Questions may be directed to the Project Contact.

04/01/2021 04:04 am MT
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Lassen National Forest

Schedule of Proposed Action (SOPA)
04/01/2021 to 06/30/2021
Plumas National Forest
This report contains the best available information at the time of publication. Questions may be directed to the Project Contact.

Project Name

Project Purpose

Planning Status

Decision

Expected
Implementation

Project Contact

Projects Occurring Nationwide
Gypsy Moth Management in the - Vegetation management
United States: A Cooperative
(other than forest products)
Approach

Completed

Actual: 11/28/2012

01/2013

EIS
*UPDATED*

Description: The USDA Forest Service and Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service are analyzing a range of strategies for
controlling gypsy moth damage to forests and trees in the United States.
Web Link: http://www.na.fs.fed.us/wv/eis/
Location:

Locatable Mining Rule - 36 CFR
228, subpart A.

Susan Ellsworth
775-355-5313
susanellsworth@fs.fed.
us

UNIT - All Districts-level Units. STATE - All States. COUNTY - All Counties. LEGAL - Not Applicable.
Nationwide.

- Regulations, Directives,
Orders

EIS
*UPDATED*

In Progress:
NOI in Federal Register
09/13/2018
Est. DEIS NOA in Federal
Register 03/2021

Expected:12/2021

12/2021

Sarah Shoemaker
907-586-7886
sarahshoemaker@fs.fe
d.us

Description: The U.S. Department of Agriculture proposes revisions to its regulations at 36 CFR 228, Subpart A governing
locatable minerals operations on National Forest System lands.A draft EIS & proposed rule should be available for
review/comment in late 2020
Web Link: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=57214
Location:

UNIT - All Districts-level Units. STATE - All States. COUNTY - All Counties. LEGAL - Not Applicable. These
regulations apply to all NFS lands open to mineral entry under the US mining laws. More Information is available
at: https://www.fs.usda.gov/science-technology/geology/minerals/locatable-minerals/current-revisions.

Plumas National Forest, Forestwide (excluding Projects occurring in more than one Forest)

04/01/2021 04:04 am MT
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R5 - Pacific Southwest Region

Plumas National Forest

Project Name

Project Purpose

Planning Status

Decision

- Recreation management

EIS
*UPDATED*

In Progress:
Objection Period Legal Notice
08/21/2019
Est. FEIS NOA in Federal
Register 09/2021

Project Contact

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region

Plumas National Forest, Forestwide (excluding Projects occurring in more than one Forest)
Plumas National Forest OverSnow Vehicle (OSV) Use
Designation

Expected
Implementation

Expected:10/2021

11/2021

Katherine Carpenter
530-283-7742
katherine.carpenter@us
da.gov

Description: Designate over-snow vehicle (OSV) use on National Forest System roads and trails and areas on National Forest
System lands as allowed, restricted, or prohibited. Identify trails for snow grooming for OSV use would be
conducted.
Web Link: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=47124
Location:

UNIT - Plumas National Forest All Units. STATE - California. COUNTY - Butte, Lassen, Plumas, Sierra, Yuba.
LEGAL - Not Applicable. National Forest System lands administered by the Plumas National Forest (forest-wide).

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region

Plumas National Forest, Occurring in more than one District (excluding Forestwide)
2020 PNF Road and Trail
Maintenance Project

- Recreation management
- Road management

In Progress:
Scoping Start 05/20/2020

CE

Expected:07/2021

07/2021

Katherine Carpenter
530-283-7742
kacarpenter@fs.fed.us

Description: This project proposes to maintain 177 miles of NFS roads and trails by removing and replacing existing road
surfaces, guard rails, signs, and culverts; reshaping road surfaces; cleaning ditches and culverts; and abating
hazard trees.
Web Link: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=58203
Location:

04/01/2021 04:04 am MT

UNIT - Mt. Hough Ranger District, Beckwourth Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas.
LEGAL - T25N R11E Sections 1, 11-13; T25N R12E Sections 1, 5-6, 8-18, 20-24; T25N R13E Sections 3, 510, 16-18; T26N R11E Section 36; T26N R12E Sections 1-5, 7-17, 20-29, more in "other project information".
South of Antelope Lake, west of Wheeler Peak, north of Mt. Ingalls, and east of Doyle Crossing on the Beckwourth
and Mt. Hough Ranger Districts, of the Plumas National Forest, Plumas County, CA.
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Plumas National Forest

Project Name

Project Purpose

Planning Status

Decision

- Special use management

CE

Developing Proposal
Est. Scoping Start 05/2021

Project Contact

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region

Plumas National Forest, Occurring in more than one District (excluding Forestwide)
CA DWR Seismic Trench Study

Expected
Implementation

Expected:06/2021

09/2021

*UPDATED*

Colleen Heard
530-283-7627
colleen.heard@usda.go
v

Description: In order to better define the location and tectonic activity of the Indian Creek fault & Grizzly Valley Fault, which
could influence the safety of Antelope Lake & Lake Davis dams. DWR is proposing to excavate locations in the fall
2021.
Location:

Plumas National Forest
Bootsole Project
CE
*NEW LISTING*

UNIT - Mt. Hough Ranger District, Beckwourth Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas.
LEGAL - T28N R12E Sec 30-31; T24N R13E Sec 22. L.

Beckwourth Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region

Keli Ward
- Wildlife, Fish, Rare plants
Developing Proposal
Expected:03/2021
04/2021
(530) 836-7157
- Forest products
Est. Scoping Start 01/2021
Keli.Ward@usda.gov
- Vegetation management
(other than forest products)
- Fuels management
- Road management
Description: The Bootsole project proposes to reduce hazardous fuels, improve forest health, improve wildlife habitat, and
reduce road-related impacts to the watershed.
Web Link: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=59332
Location:

UNIT - Beckwourth Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas. LEGAL - All or portions of:
Township (T) 28 North (N), Range (R) 13 East (E), Sections 31 through 33; T27N, R12E, Sections 1 and 12; and
T27N, R13E, Sections 4 through 10 and 16 through 18 of the MDBM. Approximately 1.5 miles south of Thompson
Peak, 3 miles south of Janesville, and 4 miles west of U.S. Route 395.

Feather River Inn Water System - Special use management

On Hold

CE

N/A

N/A

Robert Hawkins
916-849-8037
rhhawkins@fs.fed.us

Description: Re-Issue a 30 year special use authorization to Schomac, Inc. for the Feather River Inn water system. The water
system includes two diversion structures, a storage tank, waterlines and road and trail access.
Location:

04/01/2021 04:04 am MT

UNIT - Beckwourth Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas. LEGAL - Section 3, T. 22 N., R.
12 E., Mt Diablo Meridian. The water system is located along Bonta Creek just north of the National Forest
boundary and the Feather River Inn.
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Plumas National Forest

Project Name
Plumas National Forest

Project Purpose

Planning Status

Beckwourth Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

Fern Falls Trail Bridge
Demolition and Rebuild

- Recreation management

In Progress:
Scoping Start 02/12/2021

CE
*NEW LISTING*

Mapes Project
EA
*UPDATED*

*UPDATED*

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region
05/2021

Kaitlyn McGlamery
530-836-7120
kaitlyn.mcglamery@usd
a.gov

UNIT - Beckwourth Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas. LEGAL - Not Applicable. Fern
Falls Trail (#12E41) on the Beckwourth Ranger District of the Plumas National Forest, near Clio in Plumas County,
California.

UNIT - Beckwourth Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas. LEGAL - Not Applicable. The
project area extends north from Portola, along the east side of Lake Davis to approximately two miles south of
Antelope Lake. The east side of the project area generally parallels County Road 177.

Martha Roberts
- Wildlife, Fish, Rare plants
In Progress:
Expected:05/2021
05/2021
530-836-7166
- Grazing management
Scoping Start 12/17/2019
martha.roberts@usda.g
- Vegetation management
ov
(other than forest products)
- Watershed management
Description: The project proposes to authorize maintenance of irrigation pipeline, address erosion concerns near the river
corridor, and authorize reconstruction of an existing corral. This will improve watershed and riparian habitat for
wildlife.
Location:

04/01/2021 04:04 am MT

Project Contact

Keli Ward
- Special area management
In Progress:
Expected:06/2021
08/2021
530-836-7157
- Wildlife, Fish, Rare plants
Scoping Start 10/21/2020
Keli.Ward@usda.gov
- Forest products
Est. Comment Period Public
- Vegetation management
Notice 03/2021
(other than forest products)
- Fuels management
Description: Improve forest health and resilience, wildlife habitat, and water quality utilizing mechanical thinning, mechanical
fuels treatments, hand thinning, prescribed fire, and road maintenance, reconstruction, and decommissioning.
Web Link: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=56644
Location:

Ramelli Ranch Erosion
Improvement, Pipeline and
Corral Maintenance Project

Expected:03/2021

Expected
Implementation

Description: The project proposes to demolish and replace a deteriorated bridge on the Fern Falls Trail (12E41).
Location:

CE

Decision

UNIT - Beckwourth Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas. LEGAL - T23N, R14E, Sections
27 and 28. The Ramelli Ranch Allotment is located approximately 2 miles west of Beckwourth and south of State
Highway 70 on National Forest Systems Lands in Plumas County, California.
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Project Name
Plumas National Forest

Project Purpose

Planning Status

Decision

Beckwourth Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

Two Rivers Soccer Camp
Permit Re-issue

- Special use management

On Hold

N/A

Expected
Implementation

Project Contact

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region
N/A

CE

Jeremy Dorsey
909 382-2837
jdorsey02@fs.fed.us

Description: Re-issue a 20 year permit to Two Rivers Soccer Camp for the following uses: bridge, road, parking area, portion
of a soccer field, water transmission lines, storage tank and spring boxes.
Location:

Plumas National Forest

UNIT - Beckwourth Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas. LEGAL - Sections 30, 31, 32, T.
22 N., R. 12E., Mt. Diablo Meridian. Two Rivers Soccer Camp is located near Blairsden, California.

Feather River Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

Berry Brush WUI Hazardous
Fuels Reduction Project
CE

Eric Murphy
- Forest products
In Progress:
Expected:07/2021
09/2021
530-532-8922
- Vegetation management
Scoping Start 12/08/2020
ejmurphy@fs.fed.us
(other than forest products)
- Fuels management
- Road management
Description: Treat no more than 3,000 acres using a variety of restoration techniques for wildlife habitat and fire- and climateresilience; salvage cut, hand-cut-and-pile brush, burn brush piles, plant trees in the ground, masticate brush,
prune, dig fire-lines.
Web Link: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=59232
Location:

Buzzards Roost Trail and Trail
Maintenance Project

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region

UNIT - Feather River Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Butte. LEGAL - Not Applicable. From
Bloomer Hill to the southwest to Junction House to the northeast, and include NFS lands nearby Oro-Quincy
Highway, Bald Rock Road, Stephens Ridge, Brush Creek, and Mountain House.

- Recreation management

On Hold

CE

N/A

N/A

Maria Cisneros
530-532-7444
mcisneros@fs.fed.us

Description: Sections of older existing trails are not constructed to Forest Service standards and can create impacts to soil and
water quality, and are not sustainable as built. Minor reconstruction and sometimes more extensive realignments
are needed.
Web Link: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=58344
Location:

04/01/2021 04:04 am MT

UNIT - Feather River Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas. LEGAL - Not Applicable.
Buzzards Roost Trail, Minerva Bar Trail, Butte Bar Trail, Hartman Bar Trail, and Table Rock Bar Trail.
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Project Name
Plumas National Forest

Project Purpose

- Fuels management

CE
*NEW LISTING*

Feather Falls Post-Fire Project

In Progress:
Scoping Start 01/22/2021

Expected:09/2021

Expected
Implementation

Project Contact

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region
10/2021

Jason Miller
530-532-7431
jasontmiller@fs.fed.us

Description: We propose to perform prescribed fire treatments as a forest restoration strategy aimed at increasing wildfire
resilience.
Web Link: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=59322
Location:

*NEW LISTING*

Decision

Feather River Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

Concow Pyrodiversity Project

CE

Planning Status

UNIT - Feather River Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Butte. LEGAL - Not Applicable. The
area is located within the wildland-urban interface adjacent to the community of Concow, about 25 miles from the
City of Oroville, CA.

Ryan Davy
05/2021
- Recreation management
In Progress:
Expected:04/2021
406-494-0208
- Forest products
Scoping Start 01/27/2021
rdavy@fs.fed.us
- Vegetation management
(other than forest products)
- Fuels management
- Road management
Description: To accomplish restoration, FRRD proposes to abate hazard trees, yard trees, salvage cut, hand-cut-and-pile
brush, burn piles, plant trees in the ground, masticate brush, prune, dig fire-lines by hand, and replace and repair
recreation facilities.
Web Link: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=59385
Location:

UNIT - Feather River Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Butte. LEGAL - Mt. Diablo Meridian, T.
20N., R. 6E., Section 2; T. 21N., R 6E., Sections 26 and 35. Feather Falls is located on the Fall River, a tributary
of the Middle Fork Feather River, within the Plumas National Forest in Butte County, California.

Jason Vermillion
French Creek I Hazardous Fuels - Forest products
01/2021
In Progress:
Expected:12/2020
Reduction
530-532-7434
- Fuels management
Scoping Start 09/11/2019
jvermillion@fs.fed.us
CE
Description: The French Creek I project proposes to reduce hazardous fuels and stand density through commercial and precommercial thinning, mastication of brush and prescribed burning using GTR-220 and 237 methods. The project
will treat no more than 3,000 acres
Web Link: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=56798
Location:

04/01/2021 04:04 am MT

UNIT - Feather River Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Butte. LEGAL - Not Applicable. Located
~ 10 miles north of Berry Creek, at elevations ranging between 2,300 and 4,500 feet. Annual precipitation ranges
between 55 and 70 inches. The Camp Fire burned through the majority of the area.
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Project Name
Plumas National Forest

Project Purpose

Planning Status

Decision

Feather River Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

French Creek II Insect and
Disease Resilience Project

- Forest products
- Fuels management

On Hold

N/A

Expected
Implementation

Project Contact

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region
N/A

CE

Jason Vermillion
530-532-7434
jvermillion@fs.fed.us

Description: Proposes to reduce stand density and hazardous fuels through commercial and pre-commercial thinning,
mastication of brush, and prescribed burning. Residual stands will be more open, increasing the amount of
available soil moisture and sunlight.
Web Link: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=58343
Location:
Granite Basin OHV Trail
Development Project

UNIT - Feather River Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Butte. LEGAL - Not Applicable.
Between Four Trees and Coyote Gap in the French Creek Basin.

- Recreation management
- Road management

On Hold

EA

N/A

N/A

Clay Davis
530-532-8940
clay.davis@usda.gov

Description: The Forest Service is proposing to meet the need for additional OHV riding opportunities for the Granite Basin
recreation area. This proposal has two components: construction/reconstruction of OHV trail and road
reclassification to authorize OHV use.
Web Link: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=55986
Location:
Rogers Cow Camp Salvage
Project
CE
*NEW LISTING*

Eric Murphy
- Recreation management
In Progress:
Expected:06/2021
07/2021
530-532-8922
- Forest products
Scoping Start 01/27/2021
ejmurphy@fs.fed.us
- Vegetation management
(other than forest products)
- Road management
Description: FRRD proposes to salvage cut, hand-cut-and-pile brush, burn brush piles, plant trees in the ground, masticate
brush, prune resprouting oaks, dig fire-lines by hand, and hand-spray herbicides.
Web Link: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=59391
Location:

04/01/2021 04:04 am MT

UNIT - Feather River Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas. LEGAL - Not Applicable.
Granite Basin.

UNIT - Feather River Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Butte. LEGAL - Not Applicable. The
North Complex Fire burned area along the 23N15 roads and the entire Rogers Cow Camp Campground.
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Project Name
Plumas National Forest

Project Purpose

Planning Status

Decision

Feather River Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

YWA - Cottage Creek Dam
Modification Special Use

- Special use management

Completed

Actual: 03/05/2021

Expected
Implementation

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region
04/2021

CE

Clay Davis
907-747-4225
clayrdavis@fs.fed.us

Description: Yuba Water Agency has requested authorization to modify a 1960 earthen dam partially occupying NFS lands. The
dam is not within the FERC boundary and is not currently authorized through a special use. We propose to
authorize modification and operatio
Web Link: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=57979

*UPDATED*

Location:

Plumas National Forest

Project Contact

UNIT - Feather River Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Yuba. LEGAL - Not Applicable. Cottage
Creek Dam is located in northeastern Yuba County, approximately 30 miles northeast of Yuba City, at an
approximate elevation of 2,000 feet, on Plumas National Forest and YWA-owned land that is directly adjacent to
the Tahoe National Forest.

Mt. Hough Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

Argentine Lookout Restoration

- Recreation management

CE
*NEW LISTING*

Expected:06/2021

07/2021

Leslie Edlund
530-283-7620
ledlund@fs.fed.us

Description: Repair and restoration of the Argentine Fire Lookout. All work would be completed by volunteers under an
agreement. The lookout would then be used as a recreation rental.
Location:

Bud Lee Placer Mining Plan of
Operations

In Progress:
Scoping Start 11/23/2020

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region

UNIT - Mt. Hough Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas. LEGAL - T24N, R11E, Section 17,
MDBM. 1/4 mile off of NFS Road 24N29, at Argentine Rock, approximately 12 miles northeast of Quincy CA.

- Minerals and Geology

EA
*UPDATED*

In Progress:
Scoping Start 02/11/2020
Est. Comment Period Public
Notice 05/2021

Expected:07/2021

07/2021

Donna Duncan
530-283-7614
donna.duncan@usda.g
ov

Description: Continued mining using heavy equipment to excavate materials from existing pit, and process with a trommel wash
plant 7 sluice box. Occupancy of the site during operations will include tents and a portable toilet.
Web Link: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=57744
Location:

04/01/2021 04:04 am MT

UNIT - Mt. Hough Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas. LEGAL - T25N, R7E, Sec 27. The
Bud Lee claim is near Richbar, in the Feather River Canyon.
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Project Name
Plumas National Forest

Project Purpose

Planning Status

Decision

Mt. Hough Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

China Bar Placer Mining Plan of - Minerals and Geology
Operations

On Hold

N/A

Expected
Implementation

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region
N/A

EA
*UPDATED*

EA
*NEW LISTING*

UNIT - Mt. Hough Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas. LEGAL - T26N, R8E, Sec 19.
Seneca, CA, China Bar.

Kyla Sabo
11/2022
- Wildlife, Fish, Rare plants
Developing Proposal
Expected:09/2022
530-836-7157
- Forest products
Est. Scoping Start 09/2021
kylasabo@fs.fed.us
- Vegetation management
(other than forest products)
- Fuels management
- Watershed management
- Road management
Description: This Project is approximately 19,000 acres located near Quincy, CA and will improve forest health, reduce fuels
around the wildland urban interface of Quincy and Meadow Valley, restore some areas of the North Complex fire,
and reduce road impacts.
Web Link: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=59708
Location:

Crown Mining Access Roads

UNIT - Mt. Hough Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas. LEGAL - Not Applicable. This
project extends from Meadow Valley to Quincy out to La Porte Road in Plumas County, CA.

- Special use management

Completed

CE
*NEW LISTING*

Actual: 02/09/2021

04/2021

Leslie Edlund
530-283-7620
ledlund@fs.fed.us

Description: Temporary use and maintenance of approximately 1 mile of non-system road on forest lands to access private
property. 1000 feet of road would be cleared with a tracked excavator, and the rest would be cleared of brush
using chainsaws.
Location:

04/01/2021 04:04 am MT

Donna Duncan
530-283-7614
dmduncan@fs.fed.us

Description: Placer mining bench gravels in the North Fork Feather River Drainage. Use of a small backhoe and a trommel.
Settling ponds will prevent discharge into river.
Location:

Claremont Forest Resiliency
Project

Project Contact

UNIT - Mt. Hough Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas. LEGAL - T27N, R11E, Sections
8,9 and 17, MDBM. East of County Road 213 in Indian Valley, northeast of Taylorsville, CA.
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Project Name
Plumas National Forest

Project Purpose

Planning Status

Decision

Mt. Hough Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

James Lee Renovation Project

- Recreation management

EA
*NEW LISTING*

In Progress:
Scoping Start 08/14/2020
Est. Comment Period Public
Notice 03/2021

Expected:05/2021

Expected
Implementation

Project Contact

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region
10/2021

Leslie Edlund
530-283-7620
ledlund@fs.fed.us

Description: Construct an outdoor education center at the site of the old James Lee Campground which will include camp sites,
restrooms, picnic areas, a pavilion,river access and interpretation.
Location:

UNIT - Mt. Hough Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas. LEGAL - T 24 N, R 6 E, Section
10, MDBM. 3 miles east of Tobin, CA, on the southeast side of Highway 70,along the North Fork of the Feather
River.

Kris #8 and #9 Lode Exploration - Minerals and Geology
Project

In Progress:
Scoping Start 02/10/2021

Expected:04/2021

05/2021

CE
*NEW LISTING*

Description: Exploration drilling project in a previously mined area. Minor road repairs.
Location:

Long Valley Forest Health
Project
CE
*UPDATED*

UNIT - Mt. Hough Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas. LEGAL - T27N, R8E, Sec 35. Mt
Hough Ranger District, Near Canyon Dam.

Kyla Sabo
- Wildlife, Fish, Rare plants
In Progress:
Expected:05/2021
10/2021
530-283-7652
- Forest products
Scoping Start 03/11/2021
kylasabo@fs.fed.us
- Vegetation management
(other than forest products)
- Fuels management
Description: Improve forest health and fire resiliency within the project area as well as reduce meadow and aspen
encroachment by lodgepole pine.
Web Link: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=56891
Location:

Moonlight-Superior Drill
Project

Donna Duncan
530-283-7614
dmduncan@fs.fed.us

UNIT - Mt. Hough Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas. LEGAL - T26N R8E Sections 1113, 24, T26N, R9E Sections 7, 18, 19, 30. The project area is South of Round Valley Resevior.

- Minerals and Geology

On Hold

CE

N/A

N/A

Donna Duncan
530-283-7614
dmduncan@fs.fed.us

Description: Exploratory drilling, drill pad constriction, sump pit excavation, water for drilling, improve some roads, some cross
country travel.
Location:

04/01/2021 04:04 am MT

UNIT - Mt. Hough Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas. LEGAL - T27N, R10E, Sec 1,12,
T27N, R11E, Sec 6. Moonlight Valley, north of Taylorsville, CA.
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Project Name
Plumas National Forest

Project Purpose

Planning Status

Decision

Mt. Hough Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

Mount Hough RD Abandoned
Mine Closures 2020

- Minerals and Geology

In Progress:
Scoping Start 06/09/2020

Expected:03/2021

Expected
Implementation

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region
05/2021

CE
*NEW LISTING*

Donna Duncan
530-283-7614
dmduncan@fs.fed.us

Description: Closure of abandoned mines and some access roads.
Location:

Mouser Bucks Lake RV Park

Project Contact

UNIT - Mt. Hough Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas. LEGAL - Not Applicable. Butterfly
Valley, Indian Falls, and east of Round Valley Reservoir.

- Special use management

CE

In Progress:
Scoping Start 08/24/2020

Expected:04/2021

04/2021

*UPDATED*

Colleen Heard
530-283-7627
colleen.heard@usda.go
v

Description: The RV park has been operated on PG&E land for many years. Recent surveys revealed seven RV campsites are
partially or fully on National Forest. A special use permit is requested to continue operating the sites on NFS lands.
Location:
R.E. Dahlens Placer Mining
Plan of Operations

UNIT - Mt. Hough Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas. LEGAL - T23N, R7E, Sec 3
MDBM. Bucks Lake near Haskins Bay.

- Minerals and Geology

On Hold

N/A

EA

N/A

Donna Duncan
530-283-7614
dmduncan@fs.fed.us

Description: Placer mining, continuing operation, on North Fork Feather River
Location:
Soda Creek Restoration and
Fisheries Improvement
CE
*NEW LISTING*

Kurt Sable
08/2021
- Wildlife, Fish, Rare plants
In Progress:
Expected:04/2021
530-283-7641
- Watershed management
Scoping Start 01/28/2021
ksable@fs.fed.us
- Road management
Description: The Forest Service proposes to decommission 1.5 miles of NFS road 25N22 immediately adjacent to Soda Creek.
The road is currently washed out and not passable.
Location:

04/01/2021 04:04 am MT

UNIT - Mt. Hough Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas. LEGAL - T26N, R8e, Sec 16. west
of Seneca, CA.

UNIT - Mt. Hough Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas. LEGAL - The project area is along
the lower reach of Soda Creek near Paxton, California, Plumas County. The legal description is T25N, R9E,
Sections 7 and 8, Mt. Diablo Base Meridian (MDBM). The project area is along the lower reach of Soda Creek
near Paxton, California, Plumas County. The legal description is T25N, R9E, Sections 7 and 8, Mt. Diablo Base
Meridian (MDBM).
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Project Name
Plumas National Forest

Project Purpose

Planning Status

Decision

Mt. Hough Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

South Park Phase 2

- Recreation management

CE
*NEW LISTING*

Expected:05/2021

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region
06/2021

- Recreation management

In Progress:
Scoping Start 01/11/2021

Expected:04/2021

08/2021

Leslie Edlund
530-283-7620
ledlund@fs.fed.us

Description: Removal of non-functioning toilet and replacement with new composting toilet at remote trailhead location.
Location:

Treasure Canyon Lode Mine

Leslie Edlund
530-283-7620
ledlund@fs.fed.us

UNIT - Mt. Hough Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas. LEGAL - T25N, R9E, Sections 25,
26, 35, 36, MDBM. South Park Trail System, Quincy, CA.

CE
*NEW LISTING*

Project Contact

Description: Addition of approximately 15 miles of new trail to the South Park system. Most of these trails already exist, but
would be incorporated into the system. Restoration of user created routes with resource damage.
Location:

Three Lakes Toilet Removal
and Replacement

In Progress:
Scoping Start 11/05/2020

Expected
Implementation

UNIT - Mt. Hough Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas. LEGAL - T24N, R7E, Section 5,
MDBM. Three Lakes Trailhead, at the end of NFS Road 24N24, on the northwest edge of the Buck Lake
Wilderness.

- Minerals and Geology

CE

In Progress:
Scoping Start 07/20/2020

Expected:06/2021

06/2021

*UPDATED*

Donna Duncan
530-283-7614
donna.duncan@usda.g
ov

Description: In order to access the underground working, the caved adit must be reopened, using heavy equipment. Roads will
have to be re-opened and a temporary bridge installed over lights creek and a small camp for the miners and
equipment on the landing.
Location:
Volcano Fire Salvage

- Forest products

CE
*NEW LISTING*

Developing Proposal
Est. Scoping Start 04/2021

Expected:05/2021

05/2021

Kyla Sabo
530-836-7157
kylasabo@fs.fed.us

Description: Salvage of dead and dying trees on the Mt. Hough Ranger District from the North Complex Fire.
Web Link: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=59610
Location:

04/01/2021 04:04 am MT

UNIT - Mt. Hough Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas. LEGAL - T27N, R11E, Sec 5.
Adjacent to Lights Creek.

UNIT - Mt. Hough Ranger District. STATE - California. COUNTY - Plumas. LEGAL - Not Applicable. Project
area is located on the Mt. Hough Ranger District within the North Complex Fire. Majority of project area located off
Sherman Bar, Claremont, Fells Flat, Thompson Willow, and McCain roads.
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Project Name

Project Purpose

Planning Status

Decision

Expected
Implementation

Project Contact

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial
status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited
bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at
(202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA
is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
This report contains the best available information at the time of publication. Questions may be directed to the Project Contact.

04/01/2021 04:04 am MT
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