
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 BUTTE COUNTY FOREST ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

 
July 22, 2019—5:00 P.M. Meeting 

ITEM NO. 

1.00 Call to order –  Butte County Public Works Facility, 44 Bellarmine Ct, Chico, CA 

2.00 
 

Pledge of allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America 
 

2.01 
 

Roll Call – Members: Nick Repanich, Thad Walker, Teri Faulkner, Trish Puterbaugh, Dan Taverner, 
Alternates:  Vance Severin, Bob Gage, Frank Stewart  
Invited Guests: Russell Nickerson,(District Ranger, Almanor Ranger District, Lassen National Forest), David 
Brillenz (District Ranger, Feather River Ranger District (FRRD), Plumas National Forest), Clay Davis (NEPA 
Planner, FRRD) Laura Page (Congressman LaMalfa); Dennis Schmidt (Coordinating Committee, Public Works);  
Peggy Moak 
  

2.02 Self-introduction of Forest Advisory Committee Members, Alternates, Guests, and Public – 5 Min. 

 
3.00 

 
Consent Agenda 

3.01 
 

Review and approve minutes of 6-24-2019 – 5 Min. 
 

4.00 
 

Agenda 
 

4.01 
 

Economic/Tourism Management Alternate – Carolyn Denero of Explore Butte is interested in this position and is or 
has submitted an application.  Reminder:  We have another Alternate vacancy:  Watershed Environment  
 

4.02 
 
 

Forest Projects Review – Current Quarter: Discussion & required FAC action for USFS projects affecting Butte 
County residents’ forest management, recreational, environmental, socio-economic interests(Chair)  
 

 - Plumas NF Feather River Ranger District, Clay Davis (District Planner):  Report and Q & A on pending, 
proposed and modified projects, SOPA and Non-SOPA and Collaborator’s Meeting Update – 20 Min. 
 

- Lassen NF Almanor Ranger District- Russell Nickerson (District Ranger):  Report and Q & A on prescribed 
fire plans, pending, proposed and modified projects, SOPA and Non-SOPA – 20 Min. 

 
4.03 California Board of Forestry Vegetation Treatment Program (VTP) Program Environmental Impact Report 

(PEIR)-Comment Period Open – Comments due August 9, 2019.  Executive Summary, Notice and Webinar 
slides included in agenda packet.  Previously supported by the Coordinating Committee (see attached letter) 

 
4.04 

 
USFS NEPA Streamlining Proposal – Webinar June 25 – Webinar Slides attached.  Comments due August 12  
DISCUSSION ITEM-see attachments 

 
4.05 
 
 

 
New Business – Considerations for upcoming meeting agendas: Next meeting is August 26, 2019 - Chico, 5:00 PM 
 
• CA Mechatronics Center FRoomba!!  (Nick R.) 
• Updates from Butte County Fire Safe Council on tree removal/fuels reduction projects 
• Access to evacuation routes, traffic studies, in the event of wildfire  (CalFire, PW, BCFSC, Nick R.) 
• South Feather Water & Sewer District - Recreation and Water Projects  
• Fish & Wildlife 
• Bill Smith – Retired Forester – and panel on forest management 
 

4.06 Public Comment (THE COMMITTEE IS PROHIBITED BY STATE LAW FROM TAKING ACTION ON ANY ITEM 
PRESENTED IF IT IS NOT LISTED ON THE AGENDA.) 
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R5 - Pacific Southwest Region, Occurring in more than one Forest (excluding Regionwide)

Plumas National Forest, Forestwide  (excluding Projects occurring in more than one Forest)

Plumas National Forest     Beckwourth Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

This report contains the best available information at the time of publication. Questions may be directed to the Project Contact.

Project PurposeProject Name DecisionPlanning Status Project Contact
Expected

Implementation

07/01/2019 to 09/30/2019

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region

- Recreation management

- Recreation management

In Progress:
Scoping Start 10/04/2017

In Progress:
DEIS NOA in Federal Register 
02/08/2019
Est. FEIS NOA in Federal 
Register 01/2020

Expected:06/2019

Expected:02/2020

Jeremy Dorsey
707-574-6877
jdorsey02@fs.fed.us

Katherine Carpenter
530-283-7742
katherine.carpenter@us
da.gov

UNIT - Sierraville Ranger District, Beckwourth Ranger District.  STATE - California.   COUNTY - Plumas.  LEGAL
- Township 22 North, Range 13 East, Sections 13, 14, and 22-24; Township 22 North, Range 14 East, Sections 
5-9, 17, and 18; and Township 23 North, Range 14 East, Section 31, MDBM. The project area is located 
immediately south and east of Portola in Plumas County, California.

UNIT - Plumas National Forest All Units.  STATE - California.   COUNTY - Butte, Lassen, Plumas, Sierra, Yuba.  
LEGAL - Not Applicable. National Forest System lands administered by the Plumas National Forest (forest-wide).

Location:

Location:

06/2019

03/2020

Beckwourth Peak Recreation 
Project

Plumas National Forest Over-
Snow Vehicle (OSV) Use 
Designation

Schedule of Proposed Action (SOPA)

Objectives are to provide access to Beckwourth Peak area and to provide alternative recreation activities to relieve
congestion in heavily-used areas. Propose construction of approximately 20 miles of non-motorized trails around 
Beckwourth Peak. 

Designate over-snow vehicle (OSV) use on National Forest System roads and trails and areas on National Forest 
System lands as allowed, restricted, or prohibited. Identify trails for snow grooming for OSV use would be 
conducted.

Description:

Description:

Web Link:

Web Link:

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=52465

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=47124

Plumas National Forest

CE

EIS

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=52465
http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=47124
kjordan
Highlight

kjordan
Highlight
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Plumas National Forest     Beckwourth Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

Project PurposeProject Name DecisionPlanning Status Project Contact
Expected

Implementation

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region

- Minerals and Geology

- Special use management

- Forest products
 - Vegetation management 
(other than forest products)
 - Road management

In Progress:
Scoping Start 09/19/2018
Est. Comment Period Public 
Notice 04/2019

On Hold

In Progress:
Scoping Start 09/05/2018

Expected:06/2019

N/A

Expected:05/2019

Leslie Edlund
530-283-7650
ledlund@fs.fed.us

Robert Hawkins
916-849-8037
rhhawkins@fs.fed.us

Michael Friend
530-836-7167
mjfriend@fs.fed.us

UNIT - Beckwourth Ranger District.  STATE - California.   COUNTY - Plumas.  LEGAL - Not Applicable. The 
legal location of the project is T26N, R12E, Section 36, MDBM.  The  project  area  is  southeast  of  Babcock  
Peak,  off  NFS  Road  26N53.

UNIT - Beckwourth Ranger District.  STATE - California.   COUNTY - Plumas.  LEGAL - Section 3, T. 22 N., R. 
12 E., Mt Diablo Meridian. The water system is located along Bonta Creek just north of the National Forest 
boundary and the Feather River Inn.

UNIT - Beckwourth Ranger District.  STATE - California.   COUNTY - Plumas.  LEGAL - Not Applicable. The 
project is located 4 to 6 miles Southeast of Graeagle, CA and 10 miles south of Portola in Plumas and Sierra 
Counties, California.

Location:

Location:

Location:

06/2019

N/A

06/2019

Aurora Rose Mining Project

Feather River Inn Water System

Haskell Forest Health Project

Excavation of mineralized rock vein using hand tools such as shovels, picks, hand operated drills.  Road repairs to 
.3 miles of 4WD access road including filling in holes and brushing with loppers.  Long term camping at the claim 
while mining. 

Re-Issue a 30 year special use authorization to Schomac, Inc. for the Feather River Inn water system.  The water 
system includes two diversion structures, a storage tank, waterlines and road and trail access.

Improve forest health and enhance resistance to insect and disease attacks. Proposed activities may include: 
mechanical thinning, hand thinning, grapple piling, pile burning, underburning, and decommissioning of non-
system roads.

Description:

Description:

Description:

Web Link:

Web Link:

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=54856

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=52569

*UPDATED*

*UPDATED*

EA

CE

CE

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=54856
http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=52569
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Plumas National Forest     Beckwourth Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

Plumas National Forest     Feather River Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

Project PurposeProject Name DecisionPlanning Status Project Contact
Expected

Implementation

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region

- Wildlife, Fish, Rare plants
 - Grazing management
 - Watershed management

- Special use management

- Recreation management
 - Wildlife, Fish, Rare plants
 - Forest products
 - Vegetation management 
(other than forest products)
 - Fuels management
 - Watershed management
 - Road management

In Progress:
Scoping Start 11/08/2017
Est. Comment Period Public 
Notice 05/2019

In Progress:
Scoping Start 05/01/2015

In Progress:
Scoping Start 05/31/2019

Expected:10/2019

Expected:01/2019

Expected:08/2019

Joseph Hoffman
530-283-2050
jahoffman@fs.fed.us

Jeremy Dorsey
909 382-2837
jdorsey02@fs.fed.us

Eric Murphy
530-532-8922
ejmurphy@fs.fed.us

UNIT - Beckwourth Ranger District.  STATE - California.   COUNTY - Plumas.  LEGAL - Township 25N, Range 
13E, Sections 25 and 36. Approximately 11 air miles north of Portola, CA in Plumas County, California.

UNIT - Beckwourth Ranger District.  STATE - California.   COUNTY - Plumas.  LEGAL - Sections 30, 31, 32, T. 
22 N., R. 12E., Mt. Diablo Meridian. Two Rivers Soccer Camp is located near Blairsden, California.

UNIT - Feather River Ranger District.  STATE - California.   COUNTY - Butte.  LEGAL - Not Applicable. Areas 
along the 23N00 and 23N28 Roads between Coyote Gap, Highway 70, and Big Bar Mountain, including Big Bar 
Mountain where the Forest Service lookout was consumed and the radio repeater destroyed.

Location:

Location:

Location:

10/2019

01/2019

09/2019

Thompson Meadow Restoration
Project

Two Rivers Soccer Camp 
Permit Re-issue

Big Bar Hazardous Fuels 
Reduction Project

To restore historic floodplain function and the historic meadow water table elevation along a 0.6 mile reach of 
Thompson Creek, a tributary to McReynolds Creek, which flows to Red Clover Creek.

Re-issue a 20 year permit to Two Rivers Soccer Camp for the following uses:  bridge, road, parking area, portion 
of a soccer field, water transmission lines, storage tank and spring boxes.

Some areas within the 2018 Camp Fire burned under high and mixed severity. Left unmitigated these dead, dying, 
and structurally damaged live trees will become hazardous fuels. We propose to remove fire killed trees that would
become dangerous fuels.

Description:

Description:

Description:

Web Link:

Web Link:

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=52760

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=56140

*NEW LISTING*

EA

CE

CE

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=52760
http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=56140
kjordan
Highlight
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Plumas National Forest     Feather River Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

Project PurposeProject Name DecisionPlanning Status Project Contact
Expected

Implementation

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region

- Forest products
 - Vegetation management 
(other than forest products)
 - Fuels management
 - Watershed management
 - Road management

- Recreation management
 - Road management

- Wildlife, Fish, Rare plants
 - Watershed management

In Progress:
Scoping Start 02/12/2019

In Progress:
Scoping Start 05/15/2019
Est. Comment Period Public 
Notice 07/2019

Completed

Expected:06/2019

Expected:12/2019

Actual: 06/17/2019

Eric Murphy
530-532-8922
ejmurphy@fs.fed.us

Clay Davis
530-532-8940
clay.davis@usda.gov

James Johnson
530-283-7827
jamesmjohnson@fs.fed.
us

UNIT - Feather River Ranger District.  STATE - California.   COUNTY - Butte.  LEGAL - Not Applicable. Nearby 
the community of Concow, CA. Areas along Concow Road and Rim Road were burned severely in the Camp Fire 
(November 8-25, 2018). Elevations 2800-3200 feet.

UNIT - Feather River Ranger District.  STATE - California.   COUNTY - Plumas.  LEGAL - Not Applicable. 
Granite Basin.

UNIT - Feather River Ranger District.  STATE - California.   COUNTY - Butte.  LEGAL - Not Applicable. Hughes 
Place within the French Creek watershed has been designated as critical Habitat for the California Red-Legged 
Frog.

Location:

Location:

Location:

06/2019

01/2020

06/2019

Concow Fire Salvage Project

Granite Basin OHV Trail 
Development Project

Hughes Wetland Development 
and Maintenance

Tree mortality is occurring in areas of high and mixed fire severity. We propose to log dead and dying trees that 
present a safety hazard and risk to forest visitors, neighboring landowners and their homes, employees, and 
facilities.

The Forest Service is proposing to meet the need for additional OHV riding opportunities for the Granite Basin 
recreation area. This proposal has two components: construction/reconstruction of OHV trail and road 
reclassification to authorize OHV use.

Propose to protect, maintain and enhance existing habitat conditions and provide additional breeding habitat for 
the California red-legged frog by constructing ponds, remove invasive species, and other activities in designated 
critical habitat.

Description:

Description:

Description:

Web Link:

Web Link:

Web Link:

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=55461

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=55986

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=51541

*UPDATED*

*NEW LISTING*

*UPDATED*

CE

EA

CE

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=55461
http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=55986
http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=51541
kjordan
Highlight

kjordan
Highlight

kjordan
Highlight
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Plumas National Forest     Feather River Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

Project PurposeProject Name DecisionPlanning Status Project Contact
Expected

Implementation

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region

- Heritage resource 
management
 - Forest products
 - Vegetation management 
(other than forest products)
 - Fuels management
 - Watershed management
 - Minerals and Geology
 - Road management

- Wildlife, Fish, Rare plants
 - Forest products
 - Fuels management
 - Watershed management
 - Road management

Completed

In Progress:
Scoping Start 09/20/2018

Actual: 06/24/2019

Expected:08/2019

Eric Murphy
530-532-8922
ejmurphy@fs.fed.us

Eric Murphy
530-532-8922
ejmurphy@fs.fed.us

UNIT - Feather River Ranger District.  STATE - California.   COUNTY - Butte.  LEGAL - Not Applicable. East of 
the community of Magalia, CA. Areas along Coutolenc Road and Lucretia Road and around Paradise Lake area 
were burned severely in the Camp Fire (November 8-25, 2018). Elevations 1900-2700 feet.

UNIT - Feather River Ranger District.  STATE - California.   COUNTY - Plumas.  LEGAL - Not Applicable. 
Project area is located ~2 miles west and southwest of La Porte, CA at elevations ranging between 3,700 and 
5,900 feet. Stands are Region 5 Forest Health Protection priority areas for treatment.

Location:

Location:

06/2019

10/2019

Magalia Fire Salvage Project

Mooreville Ridge Insect and 
Disease Resilience Project

Tree mortality is occurring in areas of high and mixed fire severity. We propose to log dead and dying trees where 
they present a safety hazard and risk to forest visitors, neighboring landowners and their homes, employees, and 
facilities.

Reduce the risk of insect and disease-caused tree mortality through mechanical thinning. Fuels deduction and 
maintenance would be accomplished with mastication and prescribed burning. Residual stands will be more open, 
increasing resources for trees.

Description:

Description:

Web Link:

Web Link:

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=55459

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=54027

*UPDATED*
CE

CE

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=55459
http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=54027
kjordan
Highlight

kjordan
Highlight
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Plumas National Forest     Feather River Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

Plumas National Forest     Mt. Hough Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

Project PurposeProject Name DecisionPlanning Status Project Contact
Expected

Implementation

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region

- Forest products
 - Vegetation management 
(other than forest products)
 - Fuels management
 - Road management

- Minerals and Geology

- Minerals and Geology

In Progress:
Scoping Start 03/29/2019

In Progress:
Scoping Start 07/25/2018
Est. Comment Period Public 
Notice 04/2019

In Progress:
Scoping Start 11/26/2018

Expected:12/2019

Expected:06/2019

Expected:03/2019

Eric Murphy
530-532-8922
ejmurphy@fs.fed.us

Leslie Edlund
530-283-7650
ledlund@fs.fed.us

Leslie Edlund
530-283-7650
ledlund@fs.fed.us

UNIT - Feather River Ranger District.  STATE - California.   COUNTY - Butte, Plumas, Yuba.  LEGAL - Not 
Applicable. Located nearby Sly Creek Reservoir on and near the La Porte Quincy Highway, Strawberry Valley, CA,
is one of a number of small, rural communities surrounded by the Plumas National Forest (WUI).

UNIT - Mt. Hough Ranger District.  STATE - California.   COUNTY - Plumas.  LEGAL - Not Applicable. T26N, 
R9E, Section 4, MDBM.

UNIT - Mt. Hough Ranger District.  STATE - California.   COUNTY - Plumas.  LEGAL - Not Applicable. Legal 
location is T28N, R11E, Section 31, MDBM.  The claim is located along the West Branch of Lights Creek, 
northeast of Greenville, CA.

Location:

Location:

Location:

04/2020

06/2019

04/2019

Strawberry Wildfire Resilience 
Project

El Rico Mina Mining Exploration
Project

Four Kings Mining Exploration 
Project

Reduce hazardous fuels and reduce the risk of insect and disease-caused tree mortality through mechanical and 
hand thinning, mastication of brush, grapple and hand piling, targeted grazing, and prescribed and pile burning.

The project would entail construction of .4 miles of road to access a ridgetop area.  Once the road is completed, 
core drilling samples would be taken along the road using a drill rig, which may lead to construction of a shaft and 
tunnel.

Operators will excavate an area along the stream bench using a backhoe to dig three test trenches.  Trenches are 
expected to be 30' x 3' x 2'.  Material will be processed through a trommel using water pumped from West Branch 
Lights Creek.

Description:

Description:

Description:

Web Link: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=55801

CE

EA

CE

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=55801
kjordan
Highlight
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Plumas National Forest     Mt. Hough Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

Project PurposeProject Name DecisionPlanning Status Project Contact
Expected

Implementation

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region

- Wildlife, Fish, Rare plants
 - Forest products
 - Vegetation management 
(other than forest products)
 - Fuels management

- Recreation management

- Wildlife, Fish, Rare plants
 - Vegetation management 
(other than forest products)

Completed

In Progress:
Scoping Start 12/26/2012

In Progress:
Scoping Start 08/28/2018

Actual: 05/09/2019

Expected:10/2018

Expected:05/2019

Kristin Winford
530 283-7683
klwinford@fs.fed.us

Elizabeth Sousa
530-283-7622
esousa@fs.fed.us

Colin Dillingham
530-283-7687
cdillingham@fs.fed.us

UNIT - Mt. Hough Ranger District.  STATE - California.   COUNTY - Plumas.  LEGAL - T26N R11E and R12E. 
Located along Beardsley Grade north of Genesee Valley and southwest of Antelope Lake.

UNIT - Mt. Hough Ranger District.  STATE - California.   COUNTY - Plumas.  LEGAL - T24 R10,R11     T23R10 
R11 T24 R12. Mt. Hough Ranger District and Little Summit Lake on Beckwourth Ranger District.

UNIT - Mt. Hough Ranger District.  STATE - California.   COUNTY - Plumas.  LEGAL - Not Applicable. sections 
7 and 8 of T24N, R8E (Jacks Meadow Creek); section 36 of T24N, R7E; section 31 and 32 of T24N, R8E; and 
sections 3, 4, 7, 8, 17, and 18 of T23N, R8E (McFarland).

Location:

Location:

Location:

11/2019

10/2018

07/2019

Franks Valley Forest Health 
Project

Greenhorn Creek Guest Ranch 
Outfitting and Guiding Permit 
reissue

Jacks Meadow Creek and 
McFarland Aspen Stand 
Improvement

Improve forest health, wildlife habitat, Baker Cypress habitat and reduce fire risk around seasonal residences in 
Frank's Valley.

Reissue a 10 year O&amp;G Permit for horseback rides and an assigned campsite on Nat Forest Sys land.  This is
the same operation as the past 10 years, with approximately 39 miles of trail and the majority of the rides with 8 
miles of the Ranch

Aspen is shade intolerant and needs full sunlight for successful establishment and growth. This project proposes to
remove competing conifers from within and immediately adjacent to aspen stands identified in the project area to 
maximize sun exposure

Description:

Description:

Description:

Web Link:

Web Link:

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=51526

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=54573

*UPDATED*

*NEW LISTING*

CE

CE

CE

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=51526
http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=54573
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Plumas National Forest     Mt. Hough Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

Project PurposeProject Name DecisionPlanning Status Project Contact
Expected

Implementation

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region

- Recreation management
 - Wildlife, Fish, Rare plants
 - Watershed management

- Minerals and Geology

- Minerals and Geology

Developing Proposal
Est. Scoping Start 03/2019

In Progress:
Scoping Start 02/25/2019
Est. Comment Period Public 
Notice 06/2019

In Progress:
Scoping Start 01/30/2019
Est. Comment Period Public 
Notice 05/2019

Expected:08/2019

Expected:08/2019

Expected:07/2019

Kurt Sable
530-283-7641
ksable@fs.fed.us

Leslie Edlund
530-283-7650
ledlund@fs.fed.us

Donna Duncan
530-283-7614
dmduncan@fs.fed.us

UNIT - Mt. Hough Ranger District.  STATE - California.   COUNTY - Plumas.  LEGAL - Township 24 North, 
Range 8 East; Section 8, Township 24 North, Range 9 East, Sections 6and 36;  Township 24 North, Range 10 
East, Section%u2019s  4, 5 , 6: Township 25 North, Range 9, Section 21, Township. This project is located near 
Quincy CA, on Mt Hough proper, Grizzly Peak, South Park, and Snake Lake areas.

UNIT - Mt. Hough Ranger District.  STATE - California.   COUNTY - Plumas.  LEGAL - T24N, R9E, Sec 18. 
Near Meadow Valley, CA.

UNIT - Mt. Hough Ranger District.  STATE - California.   COUNTY - Plumas.  LEGAL - T26N, R8e, Sec 16. west
of Seneca, CA.

Location:

Location:

Location:

10/2019

08/2019

07/2019

Mt Hough OHV and Watershed 
Restoration 

Plumas Imperial Mining Plan of 
Operations

R.E. Dahlens Placer Mining 
Plan of Operations

The Mt Hough RD has found a need to close 7.9 mi. of non-system OHV trails that are causing resource damage. 
0.6 mi. of new motorized and non-motorized trail will be constructed to provide key access. 

Plan of Operation submitted to mine using heavy equipment, settling ponds, road maintenance.

Placer mining, continuing operation, on North Fork Feather River

Description:

Description:

Description:

CE

EA

EA
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Plumas National Forest     Mt. Hough Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial 
status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited 
bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at 
(202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA 
is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

This report contains the best available information at the time of publication. Questions may be directed to the Project Contact.

Project PurposeProject Name DecisionPlanning Status Project Contact
Expected

Implementation

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region

- Special use management
 - Road management

- Fuels management

In Progress:
Scoping Start 10/11/2018
Est. Comment Period Public 
Notice 12/2018

Completed

Expected:01/2019

Actual: 10/25/2018

Erika Brenzovich
530-283-7620
ebrenzovich@fs.fed.us

David Kinateder
530-283-7671
david.kinateder@usda.g
ov

UNIT - Mt. Hough Ranger District.  STATE - California.   COUNTY - Plumas.  LEGAL - T 24 N, R 8 E, Sec 15 & 
16. The project is located near Meadow Valley, CA adjacent to Silver Creek.

UNIT - Mt. Hough Ranger District.  STATE - California.   COUNTY - Plumas.  LEGAL - Township 24 North, 
Range 8 East, Sections 3, 4, 10, and 11 Mount Diablo Base Meridian. The project area is located approximately 
half of a mile north of Meadow Valley within the Plumas National Forest, Mount Hough Ranger District in Plumas 
County, California.

Location:

Location:

02/2019

03/2019

Soper Wheeler Silver Creek 
Pipeline Replacement Project

Spanish Ranch

The proposed project includes the replacement of the existing plastic and metal pipe with new high-density 
polyethylene (HDPE) 14-20 diameter pipe for a total length of 5,405 feet

This project proposes under burning on approximately 760 acres. In addition, hand thinning and pile burning of 
trees under 10 inches would be conducted as needed to better manage fuels in strategic areas where holding may 
be a concern.

Description:

Description:

Web Link: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=54827

*NEW LISTING*

EA

CE

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=54827
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Lassen National Forest, Forestwide  (excluding Projects occurring in more than one Forest)

Lassen National Forest, Occurring in more than one District (excluding Forestwide)

This report contains the best available information at the time of publication. Questions may be directed to the Project Contact.

Project PurposeProject Name DecisionPlanning Status Project Contact
Expected

Implementation

07/01/2019 to 09/30/2019

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region

- Recreation management

- Recreation management
 - Road management

In Progress:
Scoping Start 03/05/2019
Est. Comment Period Public 
Notice 05/2019

In Progress:
Objection Period Legal Notice 
04/04/2018

Expected:12/2019

Expected:10/2019

Leslie Ross
530-252-6622
lross@fs.fed.us

Chris Obrien
530-252-6698
cjobrien@fs.fed.us

UNIT - Lassen National Forest All Units.  STATE - California.   COUNTY - Butte, Lassen, Plumas, Shasta, 
Tehama.  LEGAL - Not Applicable. Multiple linear features throughout Lassen National Forest.

UNIT - Lassen National Forest All Units.  STATE - California.   COUNTY - Lassen.  LEGAL - Not Applicable. 
Forest wide existing miles of groomed OSV trails and open cross country areas of the LNF which receive 
adequate snowfall for OSV use to occur.

Location:

Location:

01/2020

10/2019

Lassen National Forest Motor 
Vehicle Use Map Update Project

Lassen National Forest Over-
Snow Vehicle(OSV) Use 
Designation 

Schedule of Proposed Action (SOPA)

This project enhances off-highway motorized recreation opportunity by increasing the mileage of existing roads 
and connectivity of routes, available to off highway vehicles, while providing for public safety and protecting 
resources.

The Forest Service is evaluating management of OSV use on the Lassen National Forest and is releasing a 
Revised Draft EIS (RDEIS) for the designation of LNF system roads, trails, and areas where OSV use will be 
allowed.

Description:

Description:

Web Link:

Web Link:

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=55457

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=45832

Lassen National Forest

EA

EIS

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=55457
http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=45832
kjordan
Highlight

kjordan
Highlight
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Lassen National Forest, Occurring in more than one District (excluding Forestwide)

Lassen National Forest     Almanor Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

Project PurposeProject Name DecisionPlanning Status Project Contact
Expected

Implementation

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region

- Watershed management

- Vegetation management 
(other than forest products)
 - Fuels management

In Progress:
Scoping Start 06/20/2018

Developing Proposal
Est. Scoping Start 07/2019

Expected:06/2019

Expected:09/2019

Chris Obrien
530-252-6698
cjobrien@fs.fed.us

Jennifer Erickson
530-258-5141
jlerickson@fs.fed.us

UNIT - Almanor Ranger District, Hat Creek Ranger District.  STATE - California.   COUNTY - Butte, Lassen, 
Plumas, Shasta, Tehama.  LEGAL - Not Applicable. The project area includes Lassen NF lands within Old Cow, 
Battle, Antelope, Mill, Deer, Big Chico, Butte and upper Feather River watersheds.

UNIT - Almanor Ranger District.  STATE - California.   COUNTY - Butte.  LEGAL - T25N, R5E, Section 32. 
Mount Diablo Meridian. Jones Meadow is 18 mi NE of the town of Paradise and roughly 3 mi from the edge of the 
2000 Storrie Fire perimeter. The project is located within the Mt Hope Management Area (47).

Location:

Location:

06/2019

06/2020

Southwest Lassen Watershed 
Improvement Project

Jones Meadow Fuels Reduction

The LNF proposes a limited set of activities that could be implemented to address the purpose and need. The 
activities can be categorized into two different types: activities at road-stream intersections and rehabilitation of 
non-NFS routes.

Project proposes to improve defensibility of the Jones Meadow Community by removing surface fuels & snags to 
reduce potential fire behavior, reduce hazards to fire fighters, improve stand health & reduce the threat of wildfire 
in the project area. 

Description:

Description:

Web Link: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=54111

*UPDATED*

CE

CE

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=54111
kjordan
Highlight

kjordan
Highlight



07/01/2019 04:07 am MT Page of3 Lassen National Forest 8

Lassen National Forest     Almanor Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

Project PurposeProject Name DecisionPlanning Status Project Contact
Expected

Implementation

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region

- Wildlife, Fish, Rare plants
 - Vegetation management 
(other than forest products)
 - Fuels management
 - Watershed management

- Recreation management
 - Forest products
 - Vegetation management 
(other than forest products)
 - Fuels management
 - Watershed management
 - Road management

Developing Proposal
Est. Scoping Start 09/2019

Developing Proposal
Est. Scoping Start 09/2019

Expected:01/2020

Expected:06/2020

Coye Burnett
530-258-5197
coye.burnett@usda.gov

Matthew Cerney
530-258-5104
mcerney@fs.fed.us

UNIT - Almanor Ranger District.  STATE - California.   COUNTY - Lassen, Plumas.  LEGAL - T29N R8E sec. 1, 
2, 12, 13; T29N R9E sec. 6, 7, 18, 19 and 20;
T30N R8 sec. 7, 9, 15, 16, 17, 18, 21, 22, 26, 27, 34 and 35; MDM. Located within the Swain Management Area, 
on the Almanor Ranger
District. The southern extent of the project boundary is located 2.5 miles North of Westwood, CA on Hwy A-21 and
north to Barnes Flat.

UNIT - Almanor Ranger District.  STATE - California.   COUNTY - Plumas.  LEGAL - T. 27N, R. 8E, Sections 18,
19, 20, and 30; T27N, R7E, Sec. 3, 4, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14, 15, 16, 23, and 24; Mount Diablo Meridian. In Plumas 
County, CA on the Lassen National Forest adjacent to Lake Almanor's west shore, surrounding the communities of
Lake Almanor West and Prattville & the Rocky Point Campground.

Location:

Location:

08/2020

07/2020

Robbers Creek Watershed 

West Shore Community 
Restoration Project

The Robbers Creek Watershed EA project objective is to restore watershed health by implementing treatments 
that improve the ecological resilience of aspen, meadow, stream and
forest habitats. 

Mixed-conifer forest veg mgt project designed to 1)reduce haz fuels within WUI;2)increase forest health and veg 
diversity;3)provide an economic benefit to the local community;4)Protect ecosystems and wildlife habitat;5)Improve
forest health in RCAs

Description:

Description:

*NEW LISTING*

*NEW LISTING*

EA

EA

kjordan
Highlight

kjordan
Highlight
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Lassen National Forest     Almanor Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

Lassen National Forest     Eagle Lake Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

Project PurposeProject Name DecisionPlanning Status Project Contact
Expected

Implementation

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region

- Forest products

- Forest products
 - Vegetation management 
(other than forest products)
 - Fuels management
 - Watershed management
 - Road management

Developing Proposal
Est. Scoping Start 02/2019

Developing Proposal
Est. Scoping Start 01/2020

Expected:04/2019

Expected:07/2020

Jesse Braley
(530) 258-5195
jessedbraley@fs.fed.us

Rachel Rundquist
530-257-4188 ext. 887
rmrundquist@fs.fed.us

UNIT - Almanor Ranger District.  STATE - California.   COUNTY - Plumas, Tehama.  LEGAL - Township 29 
North, Range 5 East, Sections 22 and 28, Mount Diablo Meridian. Project is located on the Almanor Ranger 
District on the Lassen National Forest in the footprint of the 2018 Wilson Fire. Main access to the project area is 
Wilson Lake Road (Tehama County Road TE 769.

UNIT - Eagle Lake Ranger District.  STATE - California.   COUNTY - Lassen.  LEGAL - Not Applicable. Lassen 
National Forest, Eagle Lake Ranger District, Approximately 20 miles northwest of Susanville, Lassen County, 
California.

Location:

Location:

06/2019

08/2020

Wilson Fire Salvage Project

Acer Vegetation Management 
Project

This project will respond to conditions created by the Wilson Fire, which burned 186 acres on Lassen National 
Forest land. It includes 132 acres of salvage logging, 104 acres of mechanical site prep and planting, and 3 acres 
of hand thinning.

Project objectives are fuels reduction, forest health improvement and watershed restoration. Activities 
include:Plantation thinning & windrow redistribution; fuels thinning; prescribed burning; and transportation 
management.

Description:

Description:

CE

EA

kjordan
Highlight
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Lassen National Forest     Eagle Lake Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

Project PurposeProject Name DecisionPlanning Status Project Contact
Expected

Implementation

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region

- Watershed management

- Special use management

- Special use management

- Special use management

In Progress:
Scoping Start 12/26/2017
Est. Comment Period Public 
Notice 07/2019

In Progress:
Scoping Start 05/21/2019

Developing Proposal
Est. Scoping Start 01/2020

In Progress:
Scoping Start 06/28/2019

Expected:11/2019

Expected:07/2019

Expected:05/2020

Expected:07/2019

Douglas Peters
530-252-6456
dwpeters@fs.fed.us

Nancy Barrera
530-257-2151
nbarrera@fs.fed.us

Nancy Barrera
530-258-5107
nbarrera@fs.fed.us

Nancy Barrera
530-257-2151
nbarrera@fs.fed.us

UNIT - Eagle Lake Ranger District.  STATE - California.   COUNTY - Lassen.  LEGAL - Not Applicable. Roughly 
24 air miles NW of Susanville, Lassen County, CA, in meadow S of Little Harvey mountain and W of Lassen 
County Rd 105 near the confluence of Pine Creek and Little Harvey Valley tributary.

UNIT - Eagle Lake Ranger District.  STATE - California.   COUNTY - Lassen.  LEGAL - Not Applicable. Hamilton
Mountain Communications Site, T29N,R10E,Sec28 MDBM.

UNIT - Eagle Lake Ranger District.  STATE - California.   COUNTY - Lassen.  LEGAL - T28N,R08E,Section 36. 
Eagle Lake Ranger District, Dyer Mountain Communication Site. The exact location on the .96 acre parcel of the 
project will be determined once the historic evaluation is completed.

UNIT - Eagle Lake Ranger District.  STATE - California.   COUNTY - Lassen.  LEGAL - Not Applicable. Goumaz
Campground, Eagle Lake Ranger District, Lassen National Forest.

Location:

Location:

Location:

Location:

07/2020

07/2019

05/2021

07/2019

Confluence Meadow 
Restoration Project

Dish Wireless Project

Dyer Mountain Communication 
Site Development

Goumaz Sign

Restore meadow hydrology and habitat by redirecting flow into historic remnant channels along a reach of Pine 
Creek while filling the degraded channel and ditch to match the floodplain elevation.

Issuing a new communications use lease to Dish Network for construction, maintenance and operation of cellular 
and internet service provider equipment at the Hamilton Mountain Communications Site.

Plumas County Sheriff's office propose to construct and develop a communications tower and prefabricated 
communications vault for the operation and maintenance of emergency radio communication equipment, at the 
current Dyer Mountain Lookout location.

The Forest Service will issue a special use permit to E Clamputs Vitus, Mark Worthington, for the construction and 
maintenance of a granite sign at the Goumaz Campground enterance. Sign will contain historical information about
Philip Goumaz.

Description:

Description:

Description:

Description:

Web Link: http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=52590

*UPDATED*

*NEW LISTING*

*UPDATED*

*NEW LISTING*

EA

CE

CE

CE

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=52590
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Lassen National Forest     Eagle Lake Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

Lassen National Forest     Hat Creek Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

Project PurposeProject Name DecisionPlanning Status Project Contact
Expected

Implementation

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region

- Grazing management

- Forest products
 - Fuels management

- Wildlife, Fish, Rare plants
 - Forest products
 - Watershed management
 - Road management

In Progress:
Scoping Start 03/06/2018
Est. Comment Period Public 
Notice 10/2019

Completed

Developing Proposal
Est. Scoping Start 03/2019

Expected:01/2020

Actual: 06/11/2019

Expected:08/2019

Kirsten Pasero
530-252-5854
kpasero@fs.fed.us

Chuck Lewis
530-257-4188 ex.5832
calewis@fs.fed.us

Shawn Wheelock
530-336-3340
swheelock@fs.fed.us

UNIT - Eagle Lake Ranger District.  STATE - California.   COUNTY - Lassen.  LEGAL - T32N and T33N,R9E 
and R10E,MDM (West of Eagle Lake, CA; North, East and South of Logan Mtn. area). North half of the Eagle Lake
Ranger District.

UNIT - Eagle Lake Ranger District.  STATE - California.   COUNTY - Lassen.  LEGAL - Not Applicable. Project 
is approximately 20 miles NW of Susanville, CA; 5 miles W of the community of Spalding.  Majority of project is on 
Whaleback Mountain. Small portion in Brockman Flat along County Road A1.

UNIT - Hat Creek Ranger District.  STATE - California.   COUNTY - Shasta.  LEGAL - Not Applicable. 
Approximately 4 miles northwest of the community of Johnson Park, California, Township 36 north, Range 3 east, 
Sections 17-19.

Location:

Location:

Location:

05/2020

06/2019

09/2019

North Eagle Lake, Champs Flat,
and Lower Pine Creek 
Allotments Grazing Mgt. Project

Whaleback Fire Salvage

Black Ranch Flood Plain 
Enhancement Project

Grazing allotment management plans.

Project focus: Treating priority areas in Whaleback Fire footprint by reducing safety hazards along roads, fuel 
breaks & treatment areas; recover economic value of burned trees; reduce fuel loads; accelerate reforestation; & 
treating Aspen stands.

This project is designed to enhance the historic flood plain, allow natural flows to resume, and address 
infrastructure damage and tree mortality caused by flooding.

Description:

Description:

Description:

Web Link:

Web Link:

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=48381

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=54808

*UPDATED*

EA

EA

CE

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=48381
http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=54808
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Lassen National Forest     Hat Creek Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

Project PurposeProject Name DecisionPlanning Status Project Contact
Expected

Implementation

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region

- Special use management

- Forest products
 - Vegetation management 
(other than forest products)
 - Fuels management
 - Road management

- Recreation management

On Hold

Developing Proposal
Est. Scoping Start 04/2019

In Progress:
Scoping Start 10/01/2017

N/A

Expected:08/2019

Expected:08/2019

Kimberly Ganz
530-336-3383
kganz@fs.fed.us

Greg Mayer
530-336-5521
gmayer@fs.fed.us

Greg Mayer
530-336-5521
gmayer@fs.fed.us

UNIT - Hat Creek Ranger District.  STATE - California.   COUNTY - Shasta.  LEGAL - T32N, R4E, Section 12, 
NE1/4. The existing utility pole is located ~3 mi SW of Old Station, CA. The pole lies E of SR44/89 and W of Hat 
Creek near Big Springs Estates Subdivision on the Lassen National Forest in Eastern Shasta Co.

UNIT - Hat Creek Ranger District.  STATE - California.   COUNTY - Shasta.  LEGAL - Not Applicable. 
Approximately 2 miles northeast of Burney, CA, within the Shasta-Trinity NF administered by the Lassen NF. 
T36N, R3E, Sec. 3-6,8-9,17,19,21,22,26-28,30,31,34,35 and T37N, R3E, Sec. 17-19 and 30.

UNIT - Hat Creek Ranger District.  STATE - California.   COUNTY - Shasta.  LEGAL - Not Applicable. Township 
36N, Range 3E, section 3 and Township 37N, Range 3E, section 28, MDM in the Hat Creek Ranger District, 
Lassen National Forest, west of Dusty Campground at Lake Britton.

Location:

Location:

Location:

N/A

09/2019

08/2019

Citizens Utility Company Aerial 
Telephone Line project

Crossroads Project

Lake Britton Trail Bridges 
Project

Authorize Citizens Communications Co. of CA (Frontier) to install an overhead phone cable from a utility pole on 
National Forest System Lands to a utility pole on Big Springs Estates. Aerial cable is ~300'long w/aerial phone line 
6' below power line.

The Crossroads Project is designed to mprove resilience of stands to future disturbance events, decrease fuel 
loads, enhance oak woodlands, improve ingress and egress, and refine the transportation system for safe public 
access and travel.

This project is intended to restore two trail bridges along the Great Shasta Rail Trail at Lake Britton to provide 
continuous public access for non-motorized trail purposes across the lake and State Route 89.  

Description:

Description:

Description:

Web Link:

Web Link:

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=55825

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=53716

*NEW LISTING*

*UPDATED*

CE

CE

CE

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=55825
http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=53716
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Lassen National Forest     Hat Creek Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial 
status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited 
bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at 
(202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA 
is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

This report contains the best available information at the time of publication. Questions may be directed to the Project Contact.

Project PurposeProject Name DecisionPlanning Status Project Contact
Expected

Implementation

R5 - Pacific Southwest Region

- Wildlife, Fish, Rare plants
 - Forest products
 - Vegetation management 
(other than forest products)
 - Fuels management
 - Watershed management
 - Road management

- Forest products
 - Fuels management

Completed

In Progress:
Scoping Start 06/06/2018

Actual: 06/04/2019

Expected:10/2018

Greg Mayer
530-336-5521
gmayer@fs.fed.us

Crystal Danheiser
530-258-5183
cdanheiser@fs.fed.us

UNIT - Hat Creek Ranger District.  STATE - California.   COUNTY - Lassen, Shasta.  LEGAL - Townships 32, 33
& 34 North, Ranges 5 & 6 East, various sections, Mount Diablo Baseline & Meridian. The project area is located E.
of Hwy 89 at the top of the Hat Creek Rim (approx. 1-1/2 miles E. of the town of Old Station), N. of Hwy 44 to 
Forest Road 34N49 and E. to the Butte Creek Rim.

UNIT - Hat Creek Ranger District.  STATE - California.   COUNTY - Shasta.  LEGAL - Not Applicable. Location: 
Table Mountain approximately 1.5 miles northeast of the junction of Highways 44 and 89, immediately north of the 
Lassen Volcanic National Park. Sections 6 and 7 T31N, R4E,MDM.

Location:

Location:

06/2019

10/2018

Plum Restoration Project

Table Mountain Wildfire 
Protection Project

This restoration project will encompass: surface fuels treatment for fire hazard reduction; thinning for ponderosa 
pine, silver sage, meadow and aspen enhancements; noxious weed treatments; and road improvements. 

This project would reduce vegetation density on 70 acres surrounding the Table Mountain Communications Site in 
order to reduce the risk of wildfire and minimize signal interference to the microwave path that supports critical 
infrastructure. 

Description:

Description:

Web Link:

Web Link:

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=47742

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=54088

*UPDATED*
EA

CE

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=47742
http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=54088














































































































CalVTP

Notice of Availability of Draft Program Environmental Impact Report Regarding a Proposed Statewide Vegetation Treatment Program

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Board of Forestry and Fire Protection (Board) as lead agency pursuant to the California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA) has prepared a Draft Program Environmental Impact Report (PEIR) for the proposed California Vegetation Treatment Program 
(CalVTP). This PEIR is prepared to provide the public, responsible and trustee agencies, and other interested parties with information about the 
potential environmental effects of the proposed CalVTP. This PEIR was prepared in compliance with CEQA and the CEQA Guidelines (California 
Code of Regulations, title 14 [CEQA Guidelines], section 15000, et seq). The Board invites public comments on the adequacy and completeness of 
the environmental analysis in the document.

IMPORTANT NOTICE: The Board will only respond to comments exclusively pertaining to the CalVTP filed under State Clearinghouse number 
2019012052.

PUBLIC REVIEW PERIOD: The CalVTP Draft PEIR is available for a 45-day public review and comment period, which begins June 24, 2019 and ends 
on August 9, 2019. Please send comments at the earliest possible date, but postmarked no later than August 9, 2019, in order for your comments 
to be considered.

Written comments are preferred via email and may be submitted to CalVTP@bof.ca.gov. Comments may also be mailed to the following 
address:

Board of Forestry and Fire Protection

Attn: CalVTP

PO Box 944246

Sacramento, CA 94244-2460

All comments received, including names and addresses, will become part of the official public record. A Final PEIR will be prepared which will 
include responses to comments received during this public review period that raise significant environmental issues.

The Board held an informational webinar on July 11, 2019, to discuss the CalVTP and the Draft PEIR. The webinar power point may be 

viewed by clicking here.

Electronic copies of the CalVTP PEIR, as well as any documents incorporated by reference therein, can be reviewed at the locations listed below. 
To arrange to view documents at Board offices during business hours, call (916) 862-0120. CDs or printed copies are available at cost upon 
request by phoning (916) 862-0120 or emailing CalVTP@bof.ca.gov.

Online: https://bofdata.fire.ca.gov/projects-and-programs/calvtp/

Board Office: 1416 9 Street, Room 1506-12, Sacramento, CA 95814

Libraries where the CalVTP PEIR may be viewed on CD: Libraries Where The CalVTP PEIR May Be Viewed On CD
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U.S. FOREST SERVICE 
Caring for the land and serving people

United States Department of Agriculture

FOREST SERVICE HOME (../../../) » EMC (../../) » NEPA (../) » 2019 REVISIONS TO NEPA PROCEDURES (36 CFR 220)

Current Revisions to NEPA Procedures (36 
CFR 220)
The USDA Forest Service is proposing revisions to its National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 

regulations. These regulations are a key component of how the agency performs environmental analysis 

and makes decisions. NEPA requires agencies to analyze the environmental effects of their proposed 

actions prior to making decisions. This process helps the Forest Service in its mission to sustain the health, 

diversity, and productivity of the America’s forests and grasslands to meet the needs of present and future 

generations.

The Forest Service released the proposed rule on June 13, 2019, initiating a 60-day public comment 

period and a 120-day Tribal consultation period. Information on the proposed rule, how to comment, and 

how to access webinars is found below.

Why is the Forest Service doing this?
The USDA Forest Service last updated its NEPA regulations in 2008. Since then, challenges like extended 

droughts, insect infestations and diseases have made the effort to protect people, communities and 

resources from threats like catastrophic wildfires even more difficult. Together, these challenges have 

strained available staff and resources across all our mission areas.

The proposed rule will help the Forest Service make timelier decisions based on high quality, science-

based analysis. This improves the Forest Service’s ability to get work on the ground while meeting our 

environmental stewardship responsibilities. The updates in the proposed rule incorporate lessons learned 

and experience gained from our staff and partners over the past 10 years. Check out more information on 

the National Environmental Policy Act (../nepainbrief.shtml) as it relates to this proposed change.

Rule Documents

How to Comment

Webinar Information
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 (/emc/nepa/revisions/includes/docs/NEPARuleFactSheet.pdf)For more information 

on the proposed rule change, view our NEPA Fact Sheet by clicking the thumbnail.

Basic Frequently Asked Questions

➖
Why is the Forest Service proposing changes to their National Environmental Policy Act 

(NEPA) regulations?

The Forest Service is trying to better serve the American people by doing everything it can to 

improve the health and resilience of forests, create jobs, and provide economic benefits.

The agency has faced challenges due to trends of decreased funding and personnel because 

resources are increasingly being spent each year on wildfire. In 1995, wildland fire management 

funding made up just 16 percent of the Forest Service’s annual spending. In 2018 that spending 

accounted for 57 percent of the agency budget. There has also been a similar shift in staff to fire 

programs. There has been a 39 percent reduction in all non-fire personnel since 1995.

More than 80 million acres of land the Agency manages still need to be treated to mitigate risk for fire 

and disease. This created a backlog of forest, watershed, and range restoration projects. 

Additionally, the majority of environmental decisions the Forest Service makes relate to special use 

permits. More than 5,000 of these new special use permits or renewals are awaiting environmental 

analysis and decision affecting more than 7,000 businesses and 120,000 jobs.

The Forest Service’s NEPA regulations still mostly reflect the policies and practices established by 

the 1992 NEPA Manual and Handbook. The proposed rule would modernize the agency’s NEPA 

policy by incorporating experience and lessons learned over the last several decades.

The proposed rule produces timelier high quality, science-based decisions improving the Forest 

Service’s ability to efficiently get work done on the ground.

➖How was the proposed rule developed?

The proposed rule is the result of expert input provided by agency professionals and public input 

gathered during the public comment period.

In January 2018, the Forest Service published an Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking in the 

Federal Register, including a 30-day public comment period. Nearly 35,000 comments were received 

and carefully considered in the development of the proposed rule.
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In early 2018, the Forest Service conducted a series of Regional and National-level stakeholder 

roundtable meetings for additional public involvement and to help inform development of the 

proposed rule.

The Forest Service also participated in stakeholder roundtable sessions conducted nationwide. While 

these sessions were broader in scope than the agency’s NEPA policies, the proposed rule reflects 

relevant input from the sessions.

➖What are the major changes in the proposed rule?

Highlights of the proposed rule include:

• Reordering the sections of the regulation to flow from general guidance to categorical exclusion 

(CE), environmental assessment (EA), and environmental impact statement (EIS).

• Adding concepts that provide opportunities for efficiency such as the Determination of NEPA 

Adequacy. Determination of NEPA Adequacy can reduce redundant analysis and is consistent 

with the Council on Environmental Quality’s NEPA regulations.

• Codifying existing practices such as condition-based management to provide clear and 

consistent direction to encourage more widespread use. Agency experience has shown that 

condition-based management can provide flexibility to account for changing conditions on the 

ground over time.

• Modifying scoping requirements so public engagement and scoping is appropriate for each 

proposed action. The public will continue to be notified of all projects being analyzed under 

NEPA with a decision memo (categorical exclusion), environmental assessment, or 

environmental impact statement through the Schedule of Proposed Actions.

• Adding several new categorical exclusions and revising a few existing categorical exclusions. 

The new categorical exclusions are for projects with activities for restoration, roads and trails 

management, recreation and administrative facility management, and special use authorizations.

➖
How do the changes impact public engagement in environmental analysis and decision 

making? 

The proposed changes provide for discretion and flexibility in our scoping and public engagement 

based on what is appropriate for the project. The Forest Service will continue providing public notice 

in the Schedule of Proposed Actions (SOPA) which surpasses many other federal agencies. 

Additional scoping and public engagement opportunities are at the discretion of the responsible 

official. The responsible official may choose to conduct additional public engagement activities to 

involve key stakeholders and interested parties. Notice and comment will still be provided for EAs 

subject to the Forest Service objections process. Scoping will still be required for EISs in accordance 

with Council on Environmental Quality requirements.

These changes will allow national forests and grasslands to concentrate resources on projects that 

are potentially more complex or have greater public interest. Increased discretion and flexibility can 

result in more transparency, provide timelier response to public needs, and accelerate decision 

making.
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➖What are the changes to existing and new categorical exclusions (CEs)?

The Forest Service has been analyzing and conducting forest management for decades. The agency 

has found that in certain cases, the environmental effects of some activities have not been 

individually or cumulatively significant. The Forest Service’s vast experience predicting and 

evaluating the environmental effects of its activities has led to the proposal of several new categorical 

exclusions (CEs) and revisions to a few existing CEs in the proposed rule.

The suite of new CEs proposed would be used for restoration projects, road and trail management, 

administrative and recreation site management, and special use authorizations. These were 

developed in accordance with Council on Environmental Quality guidance, and based on:

• a review and analysis of past agency actions and their associated NEPA documentation

• input from subject matter experts

• review and comparison of CEs implemented by other federal agencies

The Forest Service has prepared supporting statements which summarize the administrative record 

and rationale for the new CEs. These materials are available for review

(/emc/nepa/revisions/pcesupportinginfo.shtml).

Every proposed action must be consistent with agency procedures, applicable land management 

plans, and applicable federal and state environmental laws. The proposed rule does not change any 

of these requirements. Proposed actions will continue to be developed using an interdisciplinary 

approach to ensure consistency and compliance with laws, regulations, and policies.

➖How can I provide input on the proposed rule?

Public comment and feedback are critically important to the success of the updated rule. Anyone 

interested should provide written feedback on the proposed rule during the 60-day comment period. 

The public comment period begins once the notice is published in the Federal Register. Any member 

of the public may provide comments. Those comments will be cataloged and considered in the 

preparation of the final rule.

There are two ways to comment:

• Go to the Federal eRulemaking Portal (https://www.regulations.gov/docket?D=FS-2019-0010). 

You may submit a comment by clicking on “Comment Now!” 

• Mail written comments to USDA-Forest Service Attn: Amy Barker, USDA Forest Service, 

Geospatial Technology and Applications Center, 125 South State Street, Suite 7105, Salt Lake 

City, UT 84138.

Informational webinars will also be held during the comment period to provide an overview of the 

proposed rule and guidance on submitting comments.
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➕How will Tribal input on the proposed rule be gathered?

➖When will the Directives be published?

The Forest Service will also propose revisions to the Forest Service Handbook (FSH 1909.15) and 

Forest Service Manual (FSM 1950). FSM 1950 provides descriptions of Forest Service National 

Environmental Policy Act authority, objectives, policy, and responsibilities. FSH 1909.15 provides 

guidance which interprets procedures from the Council on Environmental Quality and Forest Service. 

We anticipate publishing the proposed directives in January followed by an additional public 

comment period. A subsequent notice will announce the availability of the proposed directives and 

list information on how to comment on the proposed directives. When the notice is published, a copy 

of the proposed directives will be posted to the NEPA Revisions website (index.shtml). 

➖When will the final rule be published?

The Forest Service will analyze the input and consult agency experts to address concerns and 

develop the final rule and final directives after the public comment period. The Forest Service 

expects to publish the rule revising the Forest Service National Environmental Policy Act regulations 

and associated directives in summer 2020.

Proposed Rule and Supporting Documents
• 36 CFR 220 Proposed Rule – Federal Register Notice

(/emc/nepa/revisions/includes/docs/36CFR220ProposedRuleFRN.pdf) (.pdf - 407 KB)

• Supporting Information for Proposed Categorical Exclusions

(/emc/nepa/revisions/pcesupportinginfo.shtml)

• Proposed Rule Detailed Frequently Asked Questions

(/emc/nepa/revisions/includes/docs/NEPADetailedFAQs-06132019.pdf)

• Proposed Rule Fact Sheet (/emc/nepa/revisions/includes/docs/NEPARuleFactSheet.pdf) - (.pdf - 2.66 

MB)

How to Comment on the Proposed Rule
• Public Participation Portal (preferred) (https://www.regulations.gov/docket?D=FS-2019-0010)

• Mail: NEPA Services Group, c/o Amy Barker, USDA Forest Service, 125 South State Street, Suite 

1705, Salt Lake City, UT 84138

• Email: nepa-procedures-revision@fs.fed.us (mailto:nepa-procedures-revision@fs.fed.us)

Informational Webinars
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Webinar #1

Date: June 25, 2019

View a recording of the June 25 webinar (https://usfs.adobeconnect.com/pavlfji77izn/)

Webinar #2

Date: July 12, 2019 

View a recording of the July 12 webinar (https://usfs.adobeconnect.com/pwqs0ijzuxlb/)

Note: The same information will be shared on both webinars.

Information on Tribal information webinars (https://www.fs.fed.us/spf/tribalrelations/)

Top of Page Home

Accessibility Statement (https://www.usda.gov/accessibility-statement) Privacy Policy (https://www.usda.gov/privacy-policy)

Non-Discrimination Statement (https://www.usda.gov/non-discrimination-statement)

Information Quality (https://www.ocio.usda.gov/policy-directives-records-forms/information-quality-activities)

Site Map (https://www.fs.fed.us/sitemap)
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