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NOTICE OF NUISANCE ABATEMENT HEARING 
 

The owner(s) or occupant(s) of real property described on the latest equalized Butte Count tax roll as 
A.P.N. ________________ and having a street address of ____________________________________ 
is (are) hereby notified to appear before a Hearing Officer of the County of Butte at 
_____________________________ on _______________, 2016, at the hour of ____ o'clock __.m., to 
show cause, why the use of said real property should not be found to be a public nuisance and abated 
pursuant to the Butte County Code Chapter 34A. The Department of Development Services has 
determined that conditions exist on the above property which constitute a public nuisance and violate 
Butte County Code section(s) ____________________________________________, as follows: 
_____________________________________________________________________________. After 
hearing, if a violation is found to have existed at the time the Notice of Nuisance Abatement Hearing was 
posted on the property, the Administrative Costs incurred in prosecuting the violation, including, but not 
limited to, the cost of the Hearing Officer, the cost of prior time and expenses associated with bringing 
the matter to hearing, attorneys' fees, the cost associated with any appeals from the decision of the 
Hearing Officer, the cost of judicially abating the violation, the cost of labor and material necessary to 
physically abate the violation, the cost of securing expert and other witnesses, and the accrual of any 
Administrative Penalties, may become a lien against the subject property and may also be assessed 
against the property in the same manner as taxes. If a lien is recorded, it will have the same force and 
effect as an abstract of judgment which is recorded as a money judgment obtained in a court of law. If 
you fail to appear at the hearing or if you fail to raise any defense or assert any relevant point at the time 
of hearing, the County will assert, in later judicial proceedings to enforce an order of abatement, that you 
have waived all rights to assert such defenses or such points. 

In preparing for such hearing, you should be aware that if an initial showing is made by the County, 
sufficient to persuade the Hearing Officer that a public nuisance existed on your property at the time the 
Notice of Nuisance Abatement Hearing was posted, you will then have the burden of proving that no 
public nuisance existed on your property. Therefore, you should be prepared to introduce oral and 
documentary evidence proving why, in your opinion, your use of the property is not a public nuisance as 
defined in this Chapter. A copy of the Butte County Code Chapter 34A relating to Medical Marijuana 
Cultivation nuisance abatement hearings is enclosed to assist you in the preparation of your presentation. 
If an initial showing sufficient to persuade the Hearing Officer that a public nuisance existed on your 
property is made by the Code Enforcement Officer, your failure to sustain the burden of showing that no 
public nuisance existed on the property may result in a decision by the Hearing Officer that a public 
nuisance did exist, and that the County is entitled to recover its Administrative Costs, and all 
Administrative Penalties that accrued up to the time that the nuisance was abated. Further, if the Hearing 
Officer finds that a public nuisance continues to exist on your property, and you fail to abate the nuisance 
promptly, the County may abate the nuisance. If the County abates the nuisance, in addition to being 
able to recover its Administrative Costs and Penalties, you may be responsible for the actual costs of the 



abatement. In either circumstance, all Administrative Costs, Abatement Costs, and Administrative 
Penalties may be specially assessed against your parcel by the Auditor-Controller's Office and added to 
the your tax bill as a special assessment. Such special assessments have the same priority, for collection 
purposes, as other county taxes and, if not paid, may result in a forced sale of your property. You are 
also hereby notified that the County will seek recovery of attorneys' fees incurred in any hearing and that 
attorneys' fees may be recovered by the prevailing party.  Finally, if the Hearing Officer finds that a public 
nuisance exists on your property, a violation of the Butte County Code Chapter 34A, the County will 
contend that you are bound by such finding at any subsequent judicial action to enforce the Hearing 
Officer's order. 

IMPORTANT: READ THIS NOTICE CAREFULLY.  IN ADDITION TO ANY ADMINISTRATIVE CIVIL 
PENALTIES THAT HAVE ALREADY ACCRUED, AN ADMINISTRATIVE CIVIL PENALTY OF $1,000 
PER DAY IS HEREBY IMPOSED FROM THE DATE THIS NOTICE WAS POSTED ON YOUR 
PROPERTY, AND WILL CONTINUE TO ACCRUE AT THAT RATE UNTIL THE NUISANCE IS ABATED.  
IN ORDER TO PREVENT THE ACCRUAL OF ONGOING PENALTIES AND COSTS, YOU MUST 
CONTACT THE CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICE, AND ARRANGE A TIME FOR A CODE 
ENFORCEMENT OFFICER TO INSPECT YOUR PROPERTY, AND CONFIRM THAT THE 
VIOLATION(S) HAVE BEEN CORRECTED.FAILURE TO APPEAR AND RESPOND AT THE TIME SET 
FORTH IN THIS NOTICE WILL LIKELY RESULT IN ADMINISTRATIVE AND/OR JUDICIAL 
ABATEMENT AND TERMINATION OF USES OF OR CONDITIONS ON YOUR PROPERTY WHICH 
THE DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES CONTENDS ARE IN VIOLATION OF THE BUTTE 
COUNTY CODE. 

Please contact _____________, Nuisance Abatement Code Enforcement Officer, at (530) 538-7601 if 
you have any questions regarding your nuisance abatement case or this hearing notice. 

Dated:  ___________ ____, 2016 BUTTE COUNTY DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
 
 
 
     By: ________________________________________________ 
 
 
Enclosure:  Butte County Code Chapter 34A 

 


