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Honorable Tamara L. Mosbarger, Presiding Judge
c/o Court Administration

Superior Court of California, County of Butte

One Court Street, Oroville, Ca 95965

RE: Office of Emergency Management Response to the 2018-2019 Grand Jury Final Report

Honorable Judge Mosbarger:

Penal Code Section 933 and 933.05 provides that the governing body of the public agency shall
comment to the presiding judge of the superior court on the findings and recommendations pertaining
to matters under the control of the governing body. The Board of Supervisors, as the governing body
of the County of Butte, will provide its response to the 2018-2019 Grand Jury Report by the statutory
deadline.

Grand Jury Findings

BUTTE COUNTY’'S RESPONSE TO THE CAMP FIRE — LESSONS LEARNED
Butte County Emergency Services Officer

FINDINGS

F9. There are not enough designated temporary refuge/assembly/greenbelt areas within high-risk
communities to accommodate trapped evacuees.

Response: Respondent agrees with the finding.

F11. During evacuations the flow of outbound traffic was slowed when surrounding communities
were unprepared for the large influx of evacuating vehicles.

Response: Respondent partially agrees with the finding. This was one factor but there were other
factors such as capacity of the roads, visibility and disabled vehicles.
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F18. Promotion of community programs for citizens requiring additional assistance to alert and aid
them in evacuation is not adequate.

Response: Respondent partially disagrees with the finding. Significant efforts have been made in the
past few years on public outreach and education for personal emergency planning. The respondent
agrees that more can and should be done but disagrees with the finding that it was “not adequate.”

RECOMMENDATIONS

R5. The Butte County Office of Emergency Management should amend evacuation route plans to
include surrounding communities to address the influx of evacuating vehicles, prior to January
1, 2020.

Response: The recommendation requires further analysis. The OEM agrees that coordination with
surrounding communities needs to occur to mitigate delays and traffic congestion in the event ofa
large scale evacuation. Due to the dynamic and unpredictable nature of emergencies we are
evaluating evacuation routes and the historical impacts that occurred in previous evacuations (such as
routes that were burned over or blocked). Another important aspect of any evacuation is the publics’
personal emergency plan. The public needs to be familiar with the area in which they live to know
what routes are available to them and to be prepared help themselves and their neighbors, if
capable. The BCSO is responsible for evacuations and is committed to working with the Office of
Emergency Management to evaluate this recommendation. Analysis will be complete by January 1,
2020.

R6. The Butte County Office of Emergency Management should establish additional
assembly/refuge/greenbelt areas in fire-prone communities for use during evacuations, prior to
January 1, 2020.

Response: The recommendation will not be implemented because it is not feasible. Designated
routes of evacuation in each emergency will be based upon conditions. Officials will determine which
route(s) must be closed. Based on this information, open spaces, as available and safe will be used.

R7. The Butte County Office of Emergency Management should adopt assembly/refuge/greenbelt
area signage that is easily identifiable by the general public and emergency personnel, prior to
January 1, 2020.

Response: The recommendation has been implemented. Butte County already uses the national
logo for assembly points.

R8. The Butte County Office of Emergency Management should establish an educational campaign
for Special Needs Assistance Program for citizens requiring additional assistance during an
evacuation, prior to January 1, 2020.

Response: Recommendation has been implemented. The Special Needs Awareness Program is
currently under the management of Department of Employment and Social Services (DESS). OEM
and DESS will continue the education and outreach efforts to those who need assistance during
evacuations.



R10. The Butte County Office of Emergency Management should update the 2013 Butte County
Local Hazard Mitigation Plan, prior to January 1, 2020.

Response: Recommendation will be implemented by November 2019. The Local Hazard Mitigation
Plan is required to be updated every 5 years. The current plan was approved by FEMA in November
2014. A consultant is currently working with the County, cities/town within the county, several special
districts, and the Butte County Office of Education to have a newly adopted plan by November 2019.

R11. The Butte County Office of Emergency Management should establish multi-platform
emergency notification systems to augment the current CodeRED alert system, prior to January
1, 2020.

Response: Recommendation has been implemented. The County currently uses other platforms for
emergency notification system besides CodeRed. Additionally, the County has applied for a grant to
assess its demographics and geography to find alert and warning systems that are not reliant on cell
phone technology.

R12. The Butte County Sheriff's Office should acquire new fire-resistant outerwear for personnel in
wildfire-prone areas, prior to January 1, 2020.

Response: This recommendation is directed to the Butte County Sheriff's Office. However, OEM has
been seeking funding sources for the purchase of fire-resistant outerwear for BCSO personnel in
wildfire-prone areas.

Respectfully submitted,
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Cindi Dunsmoor



